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Match #29


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, Marian Suter, Adam Fine and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District, without prior approval of Shawn Pickrell, is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b)
The discussion or other reference to these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined is prohibited. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c)
These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each

1. 
The original version premiered on July 9, 2001, and was co-directed by Stephen Merchant.  In it, Gareth Keenan served as the assistant to David Brent, a manager played by Ricky Gervais (JUR-vass).  The American version premiered in 2005, and is set in Scranton, Pennsylvania, with Michael Scott as the manager, played by Steve Carell.  Identify these TV shows set in the title work location.

ANSWER:  The Office
2. 
It was formally founded in 1939 and existed for two years, disbanding itself on December 11, 1941. Despite its avowed neutrality, it was never able to fully disassociate itself from radical supporters of Nazi Germany. What was this organization that advocated American neutrality in World War II, whose chief spokesman was Charles Lindbergh?

ANSWER: America First Committee

3. 
In movies, it refers to a brief appearance of an actor; in art, it refers to a gem or shell carved in relief in which the raised design and background consist of layers of contrasting colors. What is this five-letter word?

ANSWER: cameo
4. 
It is set in the region of Calabria in 1865; characters in it include Beppe, Tonio, and the peasant Silvio.  It consists of two acts; in the second, the main characters take on commedia dell'arte roles, with Nedda becoming Columbine and Canio playing the title character.  What is this 1892 opera by Ruggero Leoncavallo, centering on clowns?

ANSWER:  I Pagliacci (pah-lee-AH-chee) (accept The Clowns until the end) 

5. 
This type of motion is neither driven nor damped and is shown mathematically by a sine or cosine function. What type of motion is abbreviated SHM?

ANSWER:  simple harmonic motion

6. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the degree measure of 5 pi over 6 radians?

ANSWER:  150 degrees

7. 
In 1888, it was declared a neutral zone under the protection of the British after Ismail Pasha had sold the British his country's shares. It was closed in 1967 before the Six-Day War and not reopened until 1975. Gamal Nasser sparked an international crisis in 1956 by nationalizing it. What waterway opened in 1869, connecting the Red Sea with the Mediterranean?

ANSWER: Suez Canal
8. 
Bill C-38 legalized this in Canada on July 19, 2005; about three weeks after the Spanish Government voted the same way in its country.  In the United Kingdom, the bill was known as the Civil Partnership Act.  These three countries all supported what similar institution, first authorized in Massachusetts following the ruling in Goodridge v. Department of Public Health?

ANSWER: same-sex marriage (also accept "civil union" or "gay marriage")

9. 
The first of these novels was subtitled A Novel of the Earth’s Last Days. Two prequels, The Rising and The Regime, have been published, and a third prequel and a sequel are planned. What is this twelve-book series, published by Tim LaHaye and Jerry Jenkins, popular among evangelical Christians for its portrayal of an end times scenario?
ANSWER: Left Behind 
10. 
What is the molecular mass of ethane?

ANSWER:  30
11. 
Born in Burma to Scottish parents, he was sent at age two to live with his aunts in England. Among his short stories are "Tobermory," "Sredni Vashtar," and "The Open Window." Name this man who wrote under the pseudonym of Saki.

ANSWER: H. H. Munro (accept Saki before the word "pseudonym")

12. 
Indians used similar machines called churkas for centuries. However, the seeds of the variety grown in America did not work with the churka. What invention, patented separately by Henry Ogden Holmes and Eli Whitney, revived the need for slave labor and enabled the extensive growing in America of cotton?

ANSWER: cotton gin
13. 
An eagle perched on a scepter was held by the figure's left hand, while his right hand held a smaller statue of the goddess of victory.  The geographer Strabo estimated its height at about forty feet, but we will never know for sure because the Byzantines carried it away around 400 CE, and it was destroyed by fire.  What was this Olympian Wonder of the Ancient World, a sculpture by Phidias (fih-DEE-us) of the king of the Greek gods?  

ANSWER:  Statue of Zeus at Olympia (or Olympian Zeus)

14. 
It appeared in Guandong (gwon-DONG) province in late 2002 but the People's Republic of China did not tell the World Health Organization until February 2003. Despite massive fears of a pandemic, fewer than 1,000 people died from it. The 2003 Women's World Cup was moved from China to the US due to fears over what form of viral pneumonia?

ANSWER:  Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome or SARS
15. 
The first one, despite its name, was completed a year early, and ran from 1929 to 1932. The thirteenth, scheduled for completion in 1995, was cancelled due to the breakup of the Soviet Union. What were these economic development plans devised by Josef Stalin for the rapid industrialization of the Soviet Union and named for their length in time?

ANSWER: Five-Year Plans
Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each

Questions with an “A” after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a “B” after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Two people are playing high card. The first player draws an 8 from the deck. Assuming aces are high, what are the chances the other play will draw a higher card from the remaining 51 cards in the deck?

ANSWER:  24 / 51
1B. 
What Greek letter is used to represent electric resistance?

ANSWER:  omega
2A. 
How many bones fuse together to form the sacrum?

ANSWER:  five
2B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the area of a trapezoid with height 20 and bases 4 and 8?

ANSWER:  120
3A.  
Name the American composer who completed the works El Salon Mexico, Billy the Kid, and Appalachian Spring.

ANSWER:  Aaron Copland (COPE-land)

3B. 
What Egyptian group of soldiers started as slaves, but came to rule Egypt from the 13th century until their massacre by Muhammad Ali in 1811?

ANSWER: Mamelukes or Mamluks
4A. 
Name the American author of the collection of short stories Twice-Told Tales.

ANSWER: Nathaniel Hawthorne
4B. 
Who wrote God and Man at Yale_ and founded the conservative magazine National Review in 1955?

ANSWER: William F. Buckley, Jr.

5A. 
What term describes someone in an organization that reports wrongdoings within the organization to the media or law enforcement; the most famous of which would be 'Deep Throat'?

ANSWER: whistleblower
5B. 
The new sitcom Everybody Hates Chris is about the adolescent life of what comedian, who also narrates the show?

ANSWER:  Chris Rock
6A. 
Division 3 Northwestern College's football team became the only team to do what on October 8th?

ANSWER: Play a doubleheader (Accept equivalents; the Eagles won both games, one at home and one on the road)

6B. 
What medieval French philosopher is perhaps best known for his affair with his student, Heloise [el-LOH-eez]?

ANSWER: Pierre or Peter Abelard [ah-BAY-lar]

7A. 
These people are named for the New Mexico town where archaeologists first found their well-known flint spearpoints. What people, also known as Paleo-Indians, lived some 13,000 years ago and are generally thought to be the first inhabitants of the Americas?

ANSWER: Clovis people

7B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the value of e to the nearest hundred-thousandth?

ANSWER:  2.71828
8A. 
Protium is the most abundant isotope of what element?

ANSWER:  hydrogen-1 (deuterium is hydrogen-2, tritium is hydrogen-3)

8B. 
What name is given to the continuous 'cover' of tropical rainforests formed by nearby treetops overlapping, a 'cover' that contains possibly up to 40% of all plant species?

ANSWER: canopy
9A. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is 47 percent of 550?

ANSWER:  258.5
9B. 
It literally means, "something placed under." What is this noun for a theory or supposition assumed as a basis for reasoning?

ANSWER: hypothesis
10A. 
Name the popular spy novelist who wrote Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, Spy; Smiley's People; and The Spy Who Came in from the Cold.
ANSWER: John le Carré (luh-kar-ray)

10B. 
What city in West Virginia is the home to West Virginia University?

ANSWER: Morgantown, West Virginia

Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each
1. 
He has achieved international renown as one of the most complex and challenging post-World War II playwrights. Name this Englishman whose first full-length play was The Birthday Party and who has also written The Caretaker and The Homecoming. He recently was awarded the 2005 Nobel Prize for Literature.

ANSWER: Harold Pinter
2. 
Born in Hungary and educated in several European countries, he moved to the U.S. in 1935 and became a citizen in 1941. Name this physicist who worked on the atomic bomb project from 1941-46, directed the new nuclear laboratories at Livermore, California, from 1958-60, and was one of the architects of the crash program to build and test the world's first hydrogen bomb in 1952.

ANSWER: Edward Teller
3. 
Along with bats, they are the only order of mammals to have reached Australia without human intervention. They comprise over half of all mammal species. The capybara is the largest member of what mammal order that also includes beavers, chipmunks, gerbils, mice and rats?

ANSWER: rodentia or rodents

4. 
It was discovered by Europeans in 1770, when Captain James Cook ran aground on it. If the temperature gets too high, the organisms that comprise it up turn white in a process called 'bleaching.' Another threat to it is the crown-of-thorns starfish that preys on the organisms. What is this coral reef that runs for over 1,200 miles along the Queensland coast of Australia? 

ANSWER: Great Barrier Reef
5.  
He was a water god who, like his son Marduk, was generally friendly; for example, he warned Utnapishtim that Enlil was going to flood the earth.  He also foiled Tiamat's destructive plans when he killed her lover Apsu.  Patron of medicine and arts and crafts, who was this Babylonian god, the father of Marduk, whose two-letter name consisted of vowels?

ANSWER:  Ea
6. 
It started out as a train station, but P.T. Barnum quickly turned it into a hippodrome.  William Vanderbilt gave the first arena its name, while Stanford White designed the second one, and ironically was murdered there.  Now in its fourth incarnation, what is this arena that serves as the home to St. John's basketball, the WNBA's Liberty, the NHL's Rangers, and the NBA's Knicks?

ANSWER:  Madison Square Garden
7. 
Uses for these little files include maintaining online 'shopping baskets' and remembering logins and passwords to Web sites. Some people oppose the use of, due to privacy concerns, what packets sent by a website to a Web browser?

ANSWER: cookies

8. 
Identify the verb phrase in the sentence "I should be leaving before it gets too late."

ANSWER: should be leaving
9.  
If someone remarks, in Spanish, 'Hay lluvia' [HIGH yoo-VEE-ah], what type of weather is happening?

ANSWER: it's raining or rain (accept various forms of rain)

10. 
In the United Kingdom, they are issued by the Crown Prosecution Service. In Australia, a government official issues one, and a magistrate decides whether to proceed to a criminal trial. This is different from the US, where some states have a preliminary hearing to decide whether to issue one, and others have a grand jury issue them. What are these formal criminal charges that then lead to a plea bargain or criminal trial? 

ANSWER: indictments

11. 
Galileo actually observed it on December 27, 1612, but believed that it was a fixed star. Its atmosphere has winds of over 1200 miles per hour, and a feature known as the Great Dark Spot. A visit from Voyager 2 in 1989 confirmed that it had a ring system. What planet periodically becomes the most distant from the sun due to variations in the orbit of Pluto?

ANSWER: Neptune
12. 
Followers of his religion regard him and his wife, Hak Ha Jan, as one of the 'true parents of humankind.' In March 2004, Illinois Congressman Danny Davis crowned him and Hak as Messiahs. He is also known for his famous 'mass marriages' at which thousands of his followers will be married simultaneously to people picked at random. Who is this founder of the Unification Church? 

ANSWER: Reverend Sun Myung Moon
13. 
While Dante is guided through heaven by his love in The Divine Comedy, what Roman poet serves as his guide through hell and purgatory - the poet who wrote The Georgics and The Aeneid (uh-NEE-id)?

ANSWER: Virgil
14. 
In 1967, he declared his opposition to the Vietnam War, calling the US government "the greatest purveyor of violence in the world today." The winner of the 1964 Nobel Peace Prize, that prize's youngest recipient, was what civil rights leader that was assassinated by James Earl Ray on April 4, 1968?

ANSWER: Martin Luther King, Jr.

15. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Convert 767 into Roman numerals.

ANSWER:  DCCLXVII
Spare questions 
Try to replace the question discarded with the spare question in a subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to mark off the questions as they are used.
1. 
Paul Mueller won the 1948 Nobel Prize for his work on what insecticide now banned in the U.S. due to its negative effect on bald eagles?

ANSWER:  DDT
2. 
Following a college career at DePaul University, he signed first with Chicago American Gears of the National Basketball League, and then went on to win 6 league championships with the Minneapolis Lakers.  Known for his trademark round-rimmed eyeglasses, what man, who died on June 1, was known as the original "big man" in professional basketball?

ANSWER: George Mikan
3. 
It sponsors a soccer team in its headquarter city of Leverkusen, Germany, known as 'the Pills.' It was the first to isolate heroin and methadone, and during World War I produced mustard gas and the nerve gas Tabun. Its familiar cross logo was adopted in 1904, consisting of the company's name forming two perpendicular lines that meet at the 'Y'. What is this German company, founded in 1863, most familiar for its producing aspirin?

ANSWER: Bayer AG

4. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the sum of the numbers from 1 to 10?

ANSWER:  55
5. 
Johnny Fontaine's singing career is modeled after the real-life singer Frank Sinatra in what Mario Puzo best seller?

ANSWER: The Godfather
All questions ©2005 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

