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These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, Marian Suter, Adam Fine and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District, without prior approval of Shawn Pickrell, is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b)
The discussion or other reference to these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined is prohibited. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c)
These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each

1. 
What type of figure is used to determine the phenotypic and genotypic probabilities in the offspring of a genetic cross?

ANSWER:  Punnett square

2. 
Virginia Woolf was a well-known English writer, but what Virginia-born American playwright wrote the play Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?

ANSWER: Edward Albee
3. 
The city of Yekaterinburg [yeh-kah-ter-in-BERG] is nestled in these mountains. The islands of Novaya [noh-VAH-yuh] Zemlya [ZEM-lyuh] are an extension of what Russian mountain range that seperates Europe and Asia? 

ANSWER: Ural Mountains

4.  
In addition to three sons, her consort gave her three special gifts:  a javelin that never missed its target; a magic dog that always captured its prey; and Talos, a bronze man who served as her guardian.  Originally from Tyros, what woman was carried off by Zeus, in the form of a white bull, to the island of Crete?

ANSWER:  Europa
5. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. An investor has 1,000 shares of stock worth $20 at the start of the year. It goes up 20% by June but then goes down 10% from its June highs by the end of the year. How much are the investor’s shares worth at the end of the year?

ANSWER: $21,600
6. 
After Abraham Lincoln removed Joseph Hooker from command of the Army of the Potomac, he placed what man in command, the man who would later win the Battle of Gettysburg?

ANSWER: George G. Meade

7. 
In architecture, this term formally refers to a wall located above the cornice of a building.  Roman architects placed inscriptions or carvings there, while Renaissance architects introduced rooms to this floor.  What is this five-letter term that also signifies a room just underneath the roof of some houses?

ANSWER:  attic
8.
What is the chemical formula for perchloric acid?

ANSWER:  HClO4
9. 
She defies her uncle's legal edict and symbolically buries her brother who is considered a traitor. Who is this liberated woman and title character of a Sophocles play?

ANSWER: Antigone (an-TIG-o-nee)

10. 
A word fairly common in the English language was first used in a science fiction play written by the Czech (check) playwright Karel Capek (CHAH-pek). What is this word from the play commonly known as R.U.R.?

ANSWER: robot (accept Rossum's Universal Robots)

11. 
In 1821, it killed John Keats.  In 1882, Robert Koch discovered the germ that caused it.  Name this disease that kills two million people a year and mainly affects the lungs.

ANSWER:  tuberculosis or consumption
12. 
John Rollin Ridge's 1854 novel The Life of Joaquin (wah-KEEN) Murieta was the basis for this character.  He made his first actual appearance in the 1919 pulp novel The Curse of Capistrano, and Douglas Fairbanks played him in a silent movie one year later.  Tyrone Power, George Hamilton, and Anthony Hopkins have all portrayed what swashbuckling hero onscreen, most recently made famous by Antonio Banderas?

ANSWER:  Zorro
13. 
Spelled one way, it means a set or series of steps for crossing a fence or wall; spelled another, it means a quality of imagination and individuality expressed in one's actions and tastes or the fashion of the moment. What is this five-letter word?

ANSWER: stile/style
14. 
He mapped the Milky Way's spiral arm with a radio telescope, confirmed Lindblad's theory that the galaxy rotates, and proposed that comets originate in a large cloud of material that orbits the sun at a distance greater than Pluto's orbit. Name the Dutch astronomer for whom this theoretical cloud is named.

ANSWER: Jan (yon) Hendrik Oort
15. 
A five-year-old Mozart is said to have asked her hand in marriage. When Austria and France concluded a peace treaty, this youngest daughter of Maria Theresa was married to the French dauphin, who became Louis XVI in 1774. What French queen really did not say, "Let them eat cake?"

ANSWER: Marie Antoinette
Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each

Questions with an “A” after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a “B” after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A. 
What de facto leader of the People's Republic of China between 1980 and 1992 famously said, 'It is glorious to be rich', ushering in China's capitalist reforms?

ANSWER: Deng Xiaoping

1B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is 900 divided by 36?

ANSWER:  25
2A. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the median of 8, 33, 12, 19, 81, and 6?

ANSWER:  15.5
2B. 
Name the English poet and dramatist who wrote Prometheus Unbound.

ANSWER: Percy Bysshe (bish) Shelley
3A. 
What now-gone computer company produced the VIC-20, 64, 128 and Amiga?

ANSWER: Commodore Business Machines

3B. 
What Arabic name is given to the alms that Muslims are required to give, usually 2.5% of one's total wealth? 

ANSWER: zakat
4A. 
In Pilgrim's Progress, what is the given name of the character who travels on the road of salvation to the Celestial City?

ANSWER: Christian
4B. 
What edible fungus comes in black and white varieties, is a staple of haute [HOTE] cuisine and is often found by pigs specially trained to smell them underground?

ANSWER:  truffles

5A.
Which Austrian composer wrote the cycles "Songs from a Wayfarer" and "The Song of the Earth" as well as the "Symphony of a Thousand"?

ANSWER:  Gustav Mahler
5B. 
When the French and British took advantage of the American Civil War to overthrow the Mexican government, what man did they put in place as Emperor of Mexico?

ANSWER: Emperor Maximilian I of Mexico

6A. 
What armed uprising, named for its leader, a captain in the American Revolution, occurred in Western Massachusetts in 1786 and 1787?

ANSWER: Shays’ Rebellion

6B. 
Co-starring a 6-year old Drew Barrymore as Gertie, what 1982 film centering on a friendly brown alien is the fourth-highest-grossing picture of all time?

ANSWER:  E.T.: The Extra-Terrestrial

7A. 
Who wrote the 1998 novel The Poisonwood Bible?

ANSWER: Barbara Kingsolver
7B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Using the order of operations, what is 3 + 4 * 5 – 6 / 7?

ANSWER: 22 1/7 (3 + 4 * 5 – 6 / 7 yields 3 + 20 – 6 / 7 yields 23 – 6 / 7, or 22 1/7) 

8A. 
On Sunday, October 16, Louis Farrakhan addressed what march that was meant to be a sequel to the Million Man March of 1995?

ANSWER: Millions More
8B. 
What line of latitude was the original northern boundary of the Oregon Country and the desired object of believers in Manifest Destiny?

ANSWER: Fifty-Four degrees, Forty minutes north

9A. 
What does the t stand for in tRNA?

ANSWER:  transfer
9B. 
What is the literary term for a stanza or poem of four lines, usually having an abab (read as a-b-a-b), abba, or abcb rhyme scheme? 

ANSWER: quatrain
10A. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the product of the quantity 1 plus 3i and the quantity 5 minus i?

ANSWER:  8 plus 14i
10B. 
What letter is used as a symbol for current density?

ANSWER:  J
Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each
1. 
His answer to a question about sacrificial ritual so impressed the Bene Bathyra [beh-NAY bah-THEE-rah] that they voluntarily resigned so he could become head of the Sanhedrin. Some of his maxims include, "Trust not thyself till the day of thy death" and "If I am only for myself, what am I?" Who is this rabbi, a contemporary of Christ, for whom a Jewish college student association is named?

ANSWER: Hillel the Elder

2. 
What element between silicon and sulfur has atomic number 15 and symbol P?

ANSWER:  phosphorus
3. 
Born in Vancouver to a pair of Catholic refugees from Belfast, he received an honorary degree from the Milwaukee School of Engineering.  Originally a very versatile actor, he appeared in over 4000 radio shows and 400 television episodes, including the Twilight Zone, the Outer Limits and Fantasy Island.  His most famous role ultimately led to him being typecast, known as the Canadian with the Scottish accent.  Who is this man who died in July 2005, known more famously as Chief Engineer Montgomery Scott?

ANSWER: James "Jimmy" Doohan (Accept "Scotty/Mongtomery Scott" before mentioned)

4. 
Name the American short story writer and novelist who wrote "The Encantadas," “Benito Cereno," and "Bartleby the Scrivener."

ANSWER: Herman Melville
5. 
Adults with this last name will usually be called John or Jane. Infants with this last name will usually be called Baby or Precious. However, most people with this last name are either corpses or involved in a lawsuit as defendants. What is this fictional last name given by morgues and the legal system to people who are either unknown or meant to be anonymous? 

ANSWER: John Doe
6. 
She is the only woman to have served four full terms as First Lady of the United States; her husband's predecessor was a widower and she filled the ceremonial role when needed. Her first husband, John Todd, died in a yellow fever epidemic, and Aaron Burr introduced her to her future husband in 1794. Who is this First Lady that rescued state papers and Gilbert Stuart's painting of George Washington from a burning Washington, DC, in 1814?

ANSWER: Dolley Payne Todd Madison
7. 
This style was marked by a movement away from the layered polyphony of the previous period; instead, a melody ruled over a subordinate harmony.  Composer Christoph Gluck (GLOOK) reformed opera during the period by removing ornament and replacing it with modulation.  C.P.E. Bach and Joseph Haydn were also early masters during which musical period, later to be dominated by Mozart and Beethoven?

ANSWER:  Classical period

8. 
Alnitak, Alnilam and Mintaka are located close together in a straight line in this constellation. Rigel is also in this constellation whose brightest star is Betelgeuse [bay-tel-JOOS]. Betelgeuse is located at the shoulder of what constellation known as 'the Hunter?'

ANSWER: Orion (constellation)

9. 
What infinitive is the most commonly used linking verb in English grammar, as well as being the most irregular?

ANSWER: to be
10. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the surface area of a cube with volume 8 cubic feet?

ANSWER:  24 square feet
11. 
Things such as Helmholtz resonators and concepts such as reverberation are important in what branch of physics that deals with sound and sound waves?

ANSWER:  acoustics
12. 
It is led today by Michael Martin, who dresses for the occasion in a black and gold robe and a wig. Once a week, for a half-hour, members are allowed to question the Prime Minister about Government activities in a process appropriately enough called 'Question Time.' There are 646 members, of which nearly all are members of the Liberal Democrat, Conservative or Labour Parties. What is this lower house of the British Parliament?

ANSWER: British House of Commons
13. 
Judith Miller spent 85 days in jail before revealing that Vice Presidential Chief of Staff Lewis "Scooter" Libby was her source concerning evidence she received concerning what ousted CIA agent?

ANSWER: Valerie Plame
14.  This French verb is followed by words like froid [FWAH] and de soleil [dih SOH-layl] to indicate types of weather. What is this French verb that is most often translated as 'to make' or 'to do' and goes with words like savoir [sah-VWAH]?

ANSWER: faire [fair]

15. 
In 1912, a Congressional committee estimated his company's aggregate worth at over $22 billion. Five years earlier, he had personally averted the Panic of 1907 by organizing a consortium of bankers. The mergers that formed U.S. Steel and General Electric were arranged by what titan of banking whose company later merged with Chase Manhattan?

ANSWER: J(ohn) P(iermont) Morgan (DO NOT accept J.S. Morgan, that was his father)

Spare questions 
Try to replace the question discarded with the spare question in a subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to mark off the questions as they are used.
1. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. How much money is 15 quarters, 11 dimes, 13 nickels, and 44 pennies?

ANSWER:  $5.94
2. 
It was abandoned around 1400, and was discovered by Portuguese traders in the 16th century. Cecil Rhodes sponsored archaeological studies that erroneously determined the city had been built by Phoenicians. Other theories include crediting the Queen of Sheba or some Bantu-speanking people. What city's ruins are located in the African country of the same name?

ANSWER: [Great] Zimbabwe
3. 
Everybody Ought to Know is an anthology of poetry for children edited by what poet, perhaps better known for his humorous poems and who is credited with the well-known quip, “Candy is dandy but liquor is quicker”?

ANSWER: Ogden Nash
4. 
Guest stars from various genres of music can be found on this album:  Jack Johnson on "Gone Going", James Brown on "They Don't Want Music", Justin Timberlake on "My Style", and Sting on its closing track, "Union".  What 2005 album has also included the singles "Don't Lie", "Don't Phunk with My Heart", and "My Humps", and is the latest by the Black Eyed Peas?

ANSWER:  Monkey Business
5. 
They occur when the solar wind blows too many charged particles in the Van Allen belts. They occur most nights above 55 degrees latitude. What are phenomena also called the 'Northern Lights?'

ANSWER: aurora borealis (accept aurora australis)

All questions ©2005 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

