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Match #48


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, Marian Suter, Adam Fine and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District, without prior approval of Shawn Pickrell, is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b)
The discussion or other reference to these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined is prohibited. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c)
These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each

1. 
This language, sometimes considered a dialect of English, is spoken by 1.5 million people in the United Kingdom, and words such as 'greed,' 'cuddle' and 'clan' come from it. Writers in it have included Robert Burns and Sir Walter Scott. What is this language called 'Lallans', or 'Lowlands', by its speakers, spoken in Glasgow and Edinburgh? 

ANSWER: Scots (accept Scottish or Scottish/Scots Gaelic, prompt on Gaelic)

2. 
This art movement began in England and France, and was influenced by the publications of Johann Winckelmann.  Despite the movement's name, artists usually took Hellenistic and Roman copies as the basis for their subject matter.  John Flaxman and Jacques-Louis David (dah-VEED) were major artists during which late eighteenth century period, a reaction against Rococo that sought to revive ancient art forms?

ANSWER: Neoclassicism
3. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the product of the quantity 7 plus 8i and the quantity 4 minus 12i?

ANSWER:  124 minus 52i
4. 
Joseph Gurley Cannon is usually considered the most powerful person to have held this title. The first person to hold this title was Frederick Muhlenberg, although it was not until the term of Henry Clay that it acquired its power. Dennis Hastert is the current occupant of what title designating the presiding officer of the U.S. House of Representatives?

ANSWER: Speaker of the House of Representatives

5. 
A tokamak is a device built to attain what type of nuclear reaction?

ANSWER:  fusion
6. 
What is the scientific name of the upper jawbone?

ANSWER:  maxilla or maxillae
7. 
Prior to his turning, he was nearly killed by a pack of wolves in France, influencing his decision to become a Parisian actor.  One of his performances attracted the attention of Magnus, an ancient vampire who sired him.  He had an affair with Akasha, the Queen of the Damned, but what Anne Rice character is also known for his exploits with Louis in the book and film Interview with the Vampire, where he was played by Tom Cruise?

ANSWER:  Lestat de Lioncourt 

8. 
Its name comes from originally only being flown on Royal Navy vessels. It adopted its current form after the 1801 Act of Union, which formally united the crowns of Great Britain and Ireland. The upper-left of the Hawaiian and Australian flags contains what national flag of the United Kingdom?

ANSWER: Union Jack or Union Flag (prompt on UK flag, British flag, etc.) 

9. 
Lieutenant Rinaldi, Helen Ferguson, and Count Greffi are minor characters in which novel that is set during World War I and features an American who has volunteered to serve with an Italian ambulance unit and a nurse with whom he falls in love?

ANSWER: A Farewell to Arms
10. 
This company's first consumer product was a rice boiler, but in 1955 it produced the TR-55 and TR-6 radios.  Howard Stringer is its current CEO, replacing Nobuyuki Idei (ee-DAY) in March 2005.  Over the last twenty years, what Japanese company has purchased Columbia Records, Columbia Pictures, and MGM Studios, and currently manufactures the PlayStation gaming console?

ANSWER:  Sony Corporation

11. 
Creations of hers included a Piano Trio with violin and cello, as well as three Romances for violin and piano, written for her husband's birthday in 1853.  She also created seven children, and was admired by musician Joseph Joachim and composer Johannes Brahms.  Who was this daughter to Friedrich Wieck (VIKE) and wife to composer Robert, a superb pianist and musical mind in her own right?

ANSWER:  Clara Schumann (accept Clara Wieck before mentioned)

12. 
It is also the name of one of the muscles that makes up the hamstring. However, this muscle, whose name is Latin for 'two heads', most often is seen on the arm. What is this muscle that contracts when you 'flex' your arms like a bodybuilder?

ANSWER:  biceps
13.
While the founding fathers were ardent defenders of freedom of the press, who was an earlier defender of that freedom in his 17th-century work Aeropagitica (air-o-puh-JIT-e-kuh)?

ANSWER: John Milton
14. 
Spelled and pronounced one way, it means one to whom secrets are entrusted; spelled and pronounced slightly differently, it means having faith in oneself. What is the word?

ANSWER: confident or confidant (con-fuh-DAHNT and con-fuh-dent)

15. 
Julius Caesar was long blamed for causing a fire in 47 BC that destroyed this Egyptian landmark. However, the more likely culprit was Roman Emperor Theodosius, who destroyed all traces of pagan worship in 391 AD, including the knowledge written on hundreds of thousands of scrolls that made what landmark truly "great"?

ANSWER: Royal Library of Alexandria or the Great Library of Alexandria

Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each

Questions with an “A” after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a “B” after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A. 
Who ran for President five times on the Socialist Party ticket, including running one campaign while serving a prison sentence?

ANSWER: Eugene Debs
1B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A progressive tax system is set up so the first $100,000 of income is taxed at 20% and every dollar of income after that is taxed at 40%. How much tax would someone with a taxable income of $250,000 have to pay?

ANSWER: $80,000 ($20,000 + $60,000)

2A. 
In Shakespeare's The Merchant of Venice, who is the father of Jessica?

ANSWER: Shylock
2B. 
What term, originally used to describe the charging of any interest, today is used to describe overly high interest rates charged on loans and is regulated by state and federal laws? 

ANSWER: usury
3A. 
What class of organic compounds consists of two R-groups joined to a single oxygen atom?

ANSWER: ethers

3B. 
What William Faulkner novel contains the characters Joanna Burden, Joe Christmas and Simon McEachern?

ANSWER: Light in August
4A. 
The Path to Love, Grow Younger, Live Longer and The Seven Spiritual Laws of Success are all written by -- what Indian-born doctor who has been influenced by the Transcendental Meditation movement?

ANSWER: Deepak Chopra
4B. 
What rock, a type of chert, was most often used to make tools during the Stone Age, and was later used to light the sparks of early firearms?

ANSWER: flint
5A. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Solve the following system of equations for x and y. 4x - 2y = 5 and 4x + 3y = 15. 

ANSWER:  x = 9/4 and y = 2
5B. 
November 3, 2005 marks the annual celebration of what traditional end of the Islamic month of Ramadan?

ANSWER: Eid al-Fitr (Pronounced EED)

6A. 
What most recent album by Mariah Carey includes the #1 hits "We Belong Together" and "Shake It Off"?

ANSWER:  The Emancipation of Mimi
6B. 
The Pritzker Prize is annually given to recipients in which profession, whose winners have included Philip Johnson and I.M. Pei?

ANSWER:  architecture
7A. 
What bird that Jesus Christ said humans were worth many of, completes this Shakespearean quote:  "There's a special providence in the fall of a  _____."

ANSWER: sparrow
7B. 
Equivalent to joules per second, what is the SI unit for power?

ANSWER:  watt
8A. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the distance, in simplified radical form, between the points (-3, 5) and (2, 11)?

ANSWER:  square root of 61
8B. 
What college in suburban Philadelphia is the home of the Scott Arboretum and is one of the top-rated liberal arts colleges in the United States?

ANSWER: Swarthmore College

9A. 
What type of corruption within the Catholic Church before the Reformation involved the outright buying and selling of church offices, such as priesthoods and bishop appointments?

ANSWER: simony
9B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A girl wants her boyfriend to hug her 10 times a school day. If he misses 2 hugs on Monday and Wednesday and 3 on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, how many times did she get hugged?

ANSWER: 37
10A. 
What is the scientific term for the structure that has as an example a sperm cell's tail?

ANSWER: flagella or flagellum
10B. 
What six-letter word means shameless, impudent, made of brass or bronze, or harsh-sounding?

ANSWER: brazen
Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each
1. 
Name the classic American work subtitled Life Among the Lowly, written by Harriet Beecher Stowe.

ANSWER: Uncle Tom's Cabin
2. 
He collected many geologic and biologic specimens, studied many fossils, and made observations of the form, numbers, diversity, and living habits of different forms of life. From his meticulous research, what British scientist arrived at the idea that species descend, with modifications, from other species, a process known as natural selection, outlining his work in the classic The Origin of Species?

ANSWER: Charles Darwin
3. 
Though his party will remain the dominant party in the Bundestag, what Social Democrat has been replaced by Christian Democrat Angela Merkel following September elections in Germany?

ANSWER: Gerhard Schroeder
4. 
The phrases "Old soldiers never die" and "I shall return" are associated with what general that commended US soldiers in the Pacific Theatre and was the first commander of US troops during the Korean War?

ANSWER: Douglas MacArthur
5. 
What is the process in which molecules go directly from solid to vapor called?

ANSWER:  sublimation
6. 
In the myth of the "Destruction of Mankind" carved into King Tut's tomb, this goddess transforms into the vengeful goddess Sakhmet in order to punish humanity for its sins.  Her father Ra manages to get her drunk, thereby preventing her from destroying all humans.  Known as both the "eye of Ra" and the Celestial Cow, name this Egyptian goddess of the sky and fertility.

ANSWER:  Hathor
7. 
In 1906, he predicted, "future conflicts would take place in the air, and not on the ground." After World War I, he staged several demonstrations where ships were sunk with carrier-based air power. Who was this Army Air Corps general that was ultimately court-martialed in 1925 but is still considered the father of the U.S. Air Force?

ANSWER: Billy Mitchell
8. 
Name the Canadian physician and poet who is most noted for his World War I poem that contains the line "In Flanders fields the poppies grow."

ANSWER: John McCrae
9. 
Their name is derived from the name of a Berber tribe. On April 30, 711 AD, they landed at Gibraltar. By 719, they had conquered all of Spain and Portugal. After the conquest of their last kingdom, Granada, what Spanish Muslims were made to convert to Christianity in 1492?

ANSWER: Moors
10. 
It was founded in 1984 by husband-and-wife Leonard Bosack and Sandra Lerner, who both were working at Stanford University. Its equipment was the first to allow multiple protocols to be used on the same router. What company, whose logo looks like the Golden Gate Bridgem, is an abbreviation of the city Bosack and Lerner call home?

ANSWER: Cisco Systems

11. 
India's President has expressed concern that what tech company's map service could aid terrorists by providing them with easy access to satellite photos?

ANSWER: Google
12. 
A tablet from Mesopotamia, dated around 1900 BC, contains a large number of number trios, trios which are named for a theory that was not developed until 1400 years later. These number trios, such as 5, 12 and 13, are what special trios that are the possible integral values to the sides of a right triangle?

ANSWER: Pythagorean triples

13. 
 Until Reagan's death at 93, he was the longest-living President. His last words were, in fact, "Thomas Jefferson still survives," a tribute to a political rival who also died on July 4, 1826. His Presidency was marked by the XYZ Affair and the passage of the four Alien and Sedition Acts, leading to his defeat in 1800 by Thomas Jefferson. Who was the Second President?

ANSWER: John Adams (must have both names, DO NOT ACCEPT John Quincy Adams)

14. 
Night blindness is caused by a shortage of what fat-soluble vitamin?

ANSWER:  vitamin A
15. 
In the sentence "The children themselves planted the garden, and no one else has cared for the growing plants," identify the indefinite pronoun or pronouns.

ANSWER: no one
Spare questions 
Try to replace the question discarded with the spare question in a subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to mark off the questions as they are used.
1. 
Other culprits in this environmental problem include ozone, methane, nitrous oxide, and water vapor. What environmental problem, however, has been most associated with carbon dioxide, and results in a steady warming of the Earth's atmosphere with its attendant climate effects?

ANSWER: greenhouse effect or global warming
2. 
Despite the fact that this letter does not name an author in its text, some traditions assert that the Apostle Paul is the author. As befits its name, it makes frequent references to the Old Testament, in stating that the Gospel was not only modifying the Law of Moses, but outright abolishing it. What is this New Testament book that, as the name intends, was written for Jewish Christians?

ANSWER: the Epistle to the Hebrews
3. 
Robert Ludlum is a modern mystery writer whose title character of several works is what super-assassin?

ANSWER: Jason Bourne
4. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A quarterback makes 300 pass attempts in a season. 60% of his passes are complete, of his completions, 5% are touchdowns. How many touchdowns did he throw?

ANSWER:  nine
5. 
The Altay Mountains form the western boundary of this desert, and the Tibetan Plateau forms the southwestern boundary. To the north and east lie the fertile grasslands of China and the steppes on which most Mongols live. What is this desert that dominates eastern Mongolia?

ANSWER: Gobi Desert
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