Virginia High School League Scholastic Bowl
page 1
2005-06 Regional Competition

Match #1

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the Region level. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, Marie Suter, Marian Suter, Adam Fine and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions, which were further reviewed by Pickrell, Mueller, Suter, Goff, Raj Dhuwalia, Dave Reinstein, Alex Drake, Billy Beyer and Lee Henry. 

Regions must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:
(a)
Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the Region competition or the schools that are members of the given Region, without prior approval of Shawn Pickrell, is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b)
The discussion or other reference to these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all Region champions have been determined is prohibited. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c)
These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each

1.
He is the subject of a 1941 biopic starring Gary Cooper. After his best friend was killed in a 1914 barroom brawl, he became a devout Christian, and may have applied for conscientious objector status at the start of World War I. Four nations awarded him their highest military honors for his actions in the Argonne Forest on October 8, 1918. What man took command of his eight-man squad, leading them to kill or capture 157 Germans? 

ANSWER: (Corporal or Sergeant) Alvin York
2.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the remainder when 1900 is divided by 34?

ANSWER:  30
3.
William Shakespeare was not part of the six committees of scholars from Oxford, Cambridge and Westminster that produced it. The Vulgate translation was ignored, instead, the Hebrew Masoretic Text and the Greek Textus Receptus were used as the "original texts". In 1611, Robert Barker published what Bible translation named for the King who commissioned it?

ANSWER: King James Version or Authorized Version

4.
 What cell organelle composed of rRNA makes the endoplasmic reticulum rough?

ANSWER:  ribosome
5.
He won the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1925. Name this Irish dramatist whose plays include Caesar and Cleopatra, Major Barbara, and Pygmalion.

ANSWER:  George Bernard Shaw
6.
It was first put into practice during World War I as a means of conserving resources. It was observed in World War II and put in place nationwide in 1966. The time it is observed was extended during the 1973 energy crisis and Congress is proposing extending it once more in response to high oil prices. Today, Hawaii, most of Arizona and most of Indiana do not observe what system where clocks are set forward in the spring and moved back in the fall?

ANSWER: Daylight Savings Time or Summer time

7.
This American novelist and short story writer was a master of the allegorical and symbolic tale. Name this author of Twice-Told Tales, Mosses from an Old Manse and The Scarlet Letter.

ANSWER: Nathaniel Hawthorne
8.
This 19th-century American writer was a Harvard graduate who spent a night in jail, which prompted him to write his most famous essay. Who is this man, best known for his two-year-long experiment in simple living on land that his friend Emerson owned and for his essay "Civil Disobedience"?

ANSWER:  Henry David Thoreau
9.
It is 64 miles long and was built between 1959 and 1964, and includes the American Legion Bridge and Woodrow Wilson Bridge in its length. Virginia will see its first high-occupancy toll lanes built along this road, between the Georgetown Pike and the I-395 interchange. What road, as its name suggests, goes around the District of Columbia? 

ANSWER: Capital Beltway or Interstate 495 (accept I-495)

10.
What element discovered in 1899 has an average atomic mass of 227, atomic number 89, is alphabetically first and is the namesake for one of the two classes of rare earth metals?

ANSWER:  actinium
11.
Contained in four genera, including Geospiza (jee-oh-spee-zuh), and composed of 13 or 14 different species, they are all brownish or black and about 10 to 20 centimeters big with the main difference between them being their beaks.  Name these birds discovered on the Galapagos (gah-LAH-pah-gohs) Islands and named for their discoverer, the naturalist of the HMS Beagle.

ANSWER:  Darwin's finches

12.
In November 2005, this organization's seat-holders overwhelmingly approved a deal that would merge it with Archipelago (ar-kih-peh-LAY-goh) Holdings and list it as a publicly-traded company -- on its own exchange. What organization, founded in 1792, is doing this in response to competition from all-electronic stock exchanges? 

ANSWER: New York Stock Exchange

13.
As a verb, it means to move or cause to move with quick light sweeping motions. As a noun, it can mean a small bunch of twigs attached to a handle and used in brushing or a kitchen utensil used for whipping eggs or cream. What is this five-letter word?

ANSWER:  whisk
14.
In 1602 he became conductor at the court of Duke Vincenzo (vin-CHEN-zoh) I of Mantua.  He composed his earliest madrigals while a teenager, and completed nine books of them in all.  Who was this composer of the Vespers of the Blessed Virgin, who also wrote the operas The Coronation of Poppaea (paw-PAY-uh) and Orfeo (or-FEE-oh)?

ANSWER:  Claudio Monteverdi
15.
He was proclaimed emperor near York in Britannia on July 25, 306 AD. He was eventually succeeded by his son-in-law, Julian the Apostate, who attempted to restore paganism, undoing his work. What Roman Emperor changed the capital of Rome to Byzantium and issued the Edict of Milan in 313 AD, making Christianity the Roman Empire's official religion?

ANSWER: Constantine the Great

Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each

Questions with an “A” after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a “B” after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the value of 8 factorial?

ANSWER:  40320
1B.
What wave physics concept comes in constructive and destructive varieties, and occurs when two waves pass through the same space?

ANSWER: interference
2A.
During which war is James Fenimore Cooper's The Last of the Mohicans set?                 

ANSWER: French and Indian War

2B.
Known as “Brummies,” 20,000 residents of what English "Second City" were evacuated in July in response to intelligence threats?

ANSWER: Birmingham
3A.
What Southside Virginia city was the capital of Virginia and of the Confederate States between April 3 and April 10, 1865?

ANSWER: Danville
3B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. As a simplified radical, what is the square root of 135?

ANSWER: 3 square roots of 15 or 3 times the square root of 15
4A.
In which of the Moon's "seas" did the Apollo 11 lunar module land?

ANSWER: Sea of Tranquility
4B.
What method of buying stocks involves borrowing money from the stockbroker, thus subjecting the investor to periodic "calls" if the stock price goes down?

ANSWER: buying on margin (accept leveraging)

5A
What TV competition, won by General Hospital’s Kelly Monaco over John O’Hurley, returned for a second season on January 5, 2006?

ANSWER:  Dancing with the Stars
5B.
Give both the given and surname of the youthful narrator of Robert Louis Stevenson's Treasure Island.

ANSWER:  Jim Hawkins
6A.
In what organ is the cochlea (KAW-klee-uh) located?

ANSWER:  ear
6B.
In Greek mythology, what athletic woman lost a footrace to Melanion (meh-lah-NEE-un) and was forced to marry him because he threw golden apples on the track that she stopped to pick up?

ANSWER:  Atalanta
7A.
What Governor of Virginia served two terms, one as a Democrat between 1966 and 1970 and the other as a Republican between 1974 and 1978?

ANSWER: Mills Godwin
7B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the length of the hypotenuse of a right triangle with legs of 12 feet and 16 feet?

ANSWER:  20 feet
8A.
In the sentence "I was more embarrassed by stumbling over his feet than by dropping my drink," what is the degree of comparison of more embarrassed?

ANSWER: comparative degree

8B.
What is the gerund form of the Spanish verb hablar (ah-BLAR)?

ANSWER: hablando (ah-BLAHN-doh)

9A.
Buckaroo Holiday, Corral (core-AL) Nocturne, Saturday Night Waltz, and Hoe-Down are the four parts of what 1942 Western-themed ballet by Aaron Copland (COPE-land)?

ANSWER:  Rodeo
9B.
Dogs, cats, and bears are all in what classification order?

ANSWER:  Carnivora or carnivores

10A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is i to the 333rd power?

ANSWER:  i
10B.
What Japanese admiral famously predicted that the Japanese armed forces would "run wild" for six months after starting war with the United States?

ANSWER: Yamamoto Isoroku

Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each
1.
It was drafted in response to the Lee Resolution presented to the Continental Congress. Other people who had input on it included John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Robert Livingston and Roger Sherman. Fifty-six people in all signed it, but only two signed it on the date associated with it -- the ceremony on the back of the $2 bill occurred on August 2. Thomas Jefferson was the chief author of what document adopted by Congress on July 4, 1776?

ANSWER: American Declaration of Independence
2.
This legendary king led his city while it was besieged for ten years, but at its fall, he was killed at the altar in the palace. Name this character of Homer who was a father of Hector and Paris.

ANSWER:  Priam
3.
The astronomical phenomenom of red-shift and the apparent change in sound an ambulance siren makes as it passes by are examples of what phenomenom where a wave source appears to change in frequency from the standpoint of a stationary observer?

ANSWER: Doppler effect

4.
This building will host the NCAA Frozen Four in 2009.  Located on G St., rumor has it that its name will change in 2006 to Verizon Arena.  What is this 20,000 seat venue, the home to Georgetown Hoyas basketball, the Washington Capitals, and the Washington Wizards, affectionately nicknamed “The Phone Booth”?

ANSWER:  MCI Center
5.
Mexican authorities announced in June that they have located the ice pick used to murder what Bolshevik exile in 1940?

ANSWER: Leon Trotsky
6.
 What organ just below the liver is used to store excess bile?

ANSWER:  gallbladder
7.
What is the term in grammar that refers to the sequence in which words are put together to form sentences, a term also used in computer programming? 

ANSWER:  syntax
8.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the circumference of a circle with an area of 121 pi square feet?

ANSWER:  22 pi feet
9.
This event is famously portrayed by John Filo's picture of a 14-year-old runaway, Mary Ann Vecchio, kneeling over the body of slain student Jeffrey Miller. Ironically, William Schroeder, another of the four students killed, was a member of the campus' ROTC unit. Allison Krause and Sandra Lee Scheuer also died, and nine were wounded, in what May 4, 1970, incident where Ohio National Guardsmen fired at a demonstrating crowd that was unarmed? 

ANSWER: Kent State shootings (accept clear-knowledge equivalents)

10.
He was a member of a group of artists at Montparnasse (moan-par-nass) that included Amadeo Modigliani and the Russian painter Marevna (mar-ev-nuh), who gave birth to his daughter Marika.  A Cubist early in his career, his leftist beliefs caused expulsion from the USSR, and one of his works, Man at the Crossroads, to be removed from Rockefeller Center because it contained a portrait of Lenin.  Name this Mexican muralist married to Frida Kahlo.

ANSWER:  Diego Rivera
11.
As a soldier, he fought in the battle of Omdurman and escaped from a Boer POW camp. As a Member of Parliament, he switched parties twice. He was a co-signer of the 1921 Anglo-Irish Treaty, oversaw the effort to put tanks on the battlefield but suffered public criticism after the failed Dardanelles offensive of World War I. What First Lord of the Admiralty became Prime Minister after the resignation of Neville Chamberlain in 1940?

ANSWER: Winston Leonard Spencer Churchill
12.
Its chemical formula is C21H23NO5. It was originally a trademark registered by Bayer, who marketed it as a non-addictive cough syrup and morphine substitute between 1898 and 1910. What is this opiate and illegal drug that today is most often injected and often requires recovering addicts to take methadone? 

ANSWER: heroin
13.
The Cyclopes (SY-kloh-peez) created a helmet that allows this god to become invisible.  People who prayed to this god would bang their heads against the earth, while in his realm aides of his include Hypnos, Thanatos, the ferryman Charon (CARE-on), and the dog Cerberus.  Who was this god of the Underworld that abducted Persephone (pur-SEF-uh-nee) and got to keep her as a bride for half the year?

ANSWER:  Hades (accept “Pluto”)

14.
"All animals are equal, but some animals are more equal than others" is the slogan from what George Orwell satire?


ANSWER: Animal Farm
15.
This legislative body's 730 members are an odd mixture: a number of lawyers which fulfill its judicial function, 26 bishops of the Church of England, 90 hereditary peers and several hundred life peers appointed due to their service to the United Kingdom. This describes what upper house of the United Kingdom's Parliament?

ANSWER: House of Lords
Spare questions 
Try to replace the question discarded with the spare question in a subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to mark off the questions as they are used.
1.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Factor x squared minus 25x plus 144.

ANSWER:  (X - 9) and (X - 16)
2.
E*Bay, PayPal and commercial banks are among the leading corporate victims of this type of online crime, in which the target is asked to enter personal information on a legitimate-seeming Web site run by the crook, who then uses the stolen info to commit identity theft. What type of online crime is, despite the name, unrelated to catching a prize bass? 

ANSWER: phishing

3.
Before its advent in the 1970s, the party who wanted to leave a marriage had to prove that the other party was somehow the cause of the marriage's breakup. Terms such as irreconcilable differences and incompatibility are used in what type of divorce which, as its name states, implies no one is to blame for the marriage's breakup?

ANSWER: no-fault divorce

4.
He wrote of a Fascist dictatorship established in the United States n his 1935 novel It Can't Happen Here. What American author is better known for his novels Arrowsmith and Main Street?

ANSWER: Sinclair Lewis
5.
This TV series has following characters and concepts associated with it. Leslie Arzt (artst), Vincent the dog, Claire Littleton, Ana Lucia Cortez, Danielle Rousseau, The Others and Oceanic Airlines Flight 815. What is this ABC TV series about the survivors of a plane crash that are stranded on a mysterious South Pacific island?

ANSWER: Lost
All questions ©2006 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

