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Match #4


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl District competition. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, Adam Fine and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Public discussion of these questions before all VHSL District champions have been determined is prohibited. 

(b)
Releasing these questions to entities outside your District’s competition is prohibited. 

First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each
1.
In African folk religion, this term refers a red cloth bag on a necklace that is worn under the clothes to bring the wearer luck, love or other success. When blues singers began using it in their songs, however, the word obtained a wider meaning. Jim Morrison and Austin Powers used what word to refer to their virility and confidence? 

ANSWER: mojo
2.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the degree measure of an angle of pi over 5 radians?

ANSWER:
36 degrees
3.
Its construction started on February 12, 1914, and it was opened on May 30, 1922. Two of its great moments are Marian Anderson’s 1939 singing performance and 1963’s “I Have a Dream” speech by Martin Luther King. What building is on the back of the penny and celebrates  our 16th President? 

ANSWER:  Lincoln Memorial
4.
Give the shared last name. The father published A Brief History of the Warr with the Indians in New England and was pastor at Boston’s Old North Church. The son was active in the Salem witch trials, and wrote Wonders of the Invisible World. What is the shared last name of the father and son pair of influential ministers, Increase and Cotton? 

ANSWER: Mather 

5.
What Greek letter refers to the cells that produce insulin and to drugs such as propranolol (proh-prah-NOH-lawl) that are used to treat high blood pressure due to their ability to “block” certain receptors?

ANSWER:
beta
6.
This Virginia county’s landmarks include the grave of Andrew Lewis and the campus of Hollins College. It contains the town of Vinton, but has no official county seat, as Salem became an independent city in 1968. What county in western Virginia surrounds Salem and a large city of the same name?  

ANSWER:  Roanoke County

7.
The 17th century Maunder Minimum meant there were fewer of these, and this might have caused the Earth’s temperature to drop a degree or two. These areas, created by magnetic activity, create lower temperatures. What are still 7,200 degrees Fahrenheit and only look dark due to the higher temperatures of neighboring areas on the Sun?

ANSWER: sunspots

8.
The giant Chrysaor (cry-SAY-or) was her offspring, as he emerged from her dead body.  Originally a pretty maiden, she drew the wrath of Athena by engaging in a public display of affection with the god Poseidon.  Name this only mortal Gorgon, whose hair was made of live snakes and whose gaze, if met, turned people into stone? 

ANSWER:  Medusa
9.
This city is the site of the high council held during Book II, at which Moloch, Belial, Mammon and Beelzebub all speak. Mammon was the chief architect of what city built during Milton’s Paradise Lost, that was the capital of Hell and whose name roughly means “All Demons”? 

ANSWER: Pandemonium
10.
Though it is a Latin Dance, it originated in southern France.  Movements within the dance include the apel, when the man stamps his foot, and the chassez (SHAH-ZAY) cape, where the man moves the woman around like she is his cape.  What is this ballroom dance meant to emulate the moves of a bullfighter, with a name from the Spanish for “two step”?

ANSWER:  paso doble (DOH-blay)

11.
Her first published work was 1907’s Three Lives, and she is also known for Everybody’s Autobiography and the libretto for Four Saints in Three Acts. She is better known for coining the term “Lost Generation.” Who moved to Paris in 1903 with her art critic brother, Leo, and four years later, met her lover Alice B. Toklas? 

ANSWER: Gertrude Stein
12.
Around 1450 BC, the Egyptian New Kingdom won a battle here over a coalition of rebelling Canaanites. In 609 BC, the Egyptians won again, this time over Josiah, the King of Judah. In September 1918, the British, with Egyptian help, defeated the Ottomans here. What hill in Israel’s Jezreel Valley do many Christians believe will be the site of the last battle?

ANSWER: Megiddo or Har-megiddo or Armageddon (do not accept Kadesh)

13.
Febuary 4 saw the death of what feminist and women's rights leader who co-founded NARAL and the National Organization for Women, but is perhaps best-known for writing The Feminine Mystique? 
ANSWER: Betty Friedan
14.
Invented by Jacques Brandenberger in 1908, it is made of processed cellulose or “viscose” put through a slit to form a thin sheet. Name this polymer used in food wrapping and Scotch tape.

ANSWER:
cellophane
15.
LAST NAME ONLY NEEDED. Their co-conspirator, Morton Sobell, escaped justice by fleeing to Mexico City. Both were members of the Young Communist League and married in 1939. The only Americans executed for espionage in the Cold War were what husband-and-wife team that passed atomic bomb secrets to the Soviet Union? 

ANSWER: Julius and Ethel Rosenburg
Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each
Set A questions have an “A” after their number; set B questions have a “B.” 

1A.
What Pennsylvanian wrote Letters from a Farmer in Pennsylvania and the Olive Branch Petition, and famously refused to vote for the Declaration of Independence? 

ANSWER: John Dickinson
1B.
Name the header file in C and C++ that is needed to use CIN (see-in) and COUT (see-out), the commands to take input from the keyboard and print output to the screen. 

ANSWER: IOStream.h

2A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the area of an ellipse with a major axis of 34 and a minor axis of 12?

ANSWER:
102 pi (remember, the area of an ellipse is pi times the SEMI-major axis times the SEMI-minor axis)

2B.
A fletcher is someone that makes what object, common in warfare for millennia?

ANSWER: arrows (do not accept “bows and arrows,” a bowyer is someone that makes bows)

3A.
“The Open Boat,” Maggie: A Girl of the Streets and The Red Badge of Courage are works by what American author?

ANSWER: Stephen Crane
3B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is 123 times 405?

ANSWER:
49815
4A.
The Uffizi (oo-FEE-tzee) Gallery in Florence houses what painting by Sandro Botticelli, showing a nude goddess of love on a half-shell?

ANSWER:  The Birth of Venus
4B.
In what 2006 #1 song does Nelly Furtado ask Timbaland, “Is your game MVP like Steve Nash”?

ANSWER:    ”Promiscuous”

5A.
The first Nobel Prize in Physics went to Wilhelm Roentgen for discovering what?

ANSWER:
x-rays
5B.
In November 1806, what American explorer’s expedition tried to climb a Colorado mountain that is today named for him? 

ANSWER: Zebulon Pike
6A.
What type of atomic bond involves two atoms sharing one or more pairs of electrons?

ANSWER:
covalent bond

6B.
What second-most spoken dialect of Chinese is spoken in Guangzhou (GWONG-zhoh) and Hong Kong?

ANSWER: Cantonese
7A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the least common multiple of 8, 12, and 15?

ANSWER:
120
7B.
What tunnel contained in the wrist protects a nerve and can get inflamed if typing or other activities are done incorrectly? 

ANSWER:
carpal
8A.
Francine Pascal created what series of teen novels revolving around the Wakefield twins, Elizabeth and Jessica, popular girls at the title high school?

ANSWER:  Sweet Valley High
8B.
NASA's New Horizons probe departed in January for what now former planet?

ANSWER: Pluto
9A.
What three-letter acronym refers to a company’s first sale of stock to regular investors, such as that held by Google in 2004?

ANSWER: IPO (initial public offering)

9B.
How many sides does a heptagon have?

ANSWER:
seven
10A.
A student, Nicolas, has an affair with Alison, the wife of John the carpenter, in which of Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales?

ANSWER: “The Miller’s Tale”
10B.
What English king was overthrown by his wife Isabella of France, lost the Battle of Bannockburn, and allegedly died in prison from a poker shoved into his “secret parts”?

ANSWER: Edward II
Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each

1.
Along with Earth’s mass, it was measured by Henry Cavendish in 1798.  Name this constant valued at approximately 6.674 times 10 to the minus 11 newton meters squared over kilograms squared and abbreviated uppercase G.

ANSWER:
universal gravitational constant
2.
Its six members included Allen Dulles and Gerald Ford. It published its final report on September 27, 1964, after hearing from 552 witnesses and representatives of 10 federal agencies. What group chastised the Secret Service but determined that Lee Harvey Oswald was a “lone gunman” when he assassinated President Kennedy, and was named for the sitting Chief Justice of the Supreme Court? 

ANSWER: Warren Commission
3.
One protagonist is unable to forget her deceased husband George Osbourne, the other is hounded by the Marquess of Steyne after their affair ends. Two recent graduates of Miss Pinkerton’s Academy for Young Ladies, Amelia Sedley and Becky Sharp, are the main characters in what novel by William Makepeace Thackeray? 

ANSWER: Vanity Fair
4.
In addition to the suffix –est (read e-s-t), what word can be used in English to form the superlative of an adjective?

ANSWER: the most

5.
David Dalessandro came up with the idea for this film in 1992, but initially every Hollywood studio turned it down.  Its working title was “Pacific Air Flight 121”, but New Line Cinema changed it due to pressure from, among others, star Samuel L. Jackson.  Identify this summer 2006 horror film about legless reptiles in a flying vehicle.

 

ANSWER:   Snakes on a Plane
 

6.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Solve for x and y.  5x minus y equals 1 and 2x plus y equals 13.

ANSWER:
x equals 2 and y equals 9 (either order is acceptable)

7.
This five-letter word can refer to a type of tank from World War II that used a spinning wheel in front to harmlessly explode mines. It also refers to a farmer’s tool used in threshing, or to moving around erratically or violently. What word also describes a weapon, similar to a morning star, consisting of a pole, a chain and a spiked ball?

ANSWER: flail
8.
Auguste Comte took a Latin word meaning “others” to coin this word. Ayn Rand argued that it is a reversal of morality and Friedrich Nietzsche (neets-SHEE) claimed it is degrading, since it said that others are more important than the self. By contrast, most religious teachings place great importance on what practice of placing others before oneself? 

ANSWER: altruism (accept word forms, but do not accept other words)

9.
This album is the only one by a male artist to spend one full year in the Billboard Top 10.  Produced by Quincy Jones, the first single was “The Girl Is Mine”, a duet with Paul McCartney.  Which album sold over 50 million copies, boosted by the singles “Billie Jean”, “Beat It”, and the title track, cementing Michael Jackson as the King of Pop?

ANSWER:  Thriller
10.
Their competitors included Alberto Santos-Dumont and Glenn Curtiss. A childhood toy and the work of Otto Lilienthal and Samuel Langley provided the inspirations for their work. Who took profits from their Dayton, Ohio, bicycle factory to fund research that, in 1903, led to their performing the first controlled, powered, heavier-than-air flight?

ANSWER: Orville and Wilbur Wright (prompt on “Wright” or “Wright brothers”)

11.
This fictional country’s 54 towns are governed by “Bencheaters” and “Stywards.” It has free hospitals and religious tolerance, but unauthorized travel is punished by slavery. A traveler named Raphael describes what fictional nation, a crescent-shaped island, in Thomas More’s 1516 book about the perfect country? 

ANSWER: Utopia
12.
Its chemical formula is C11H12N2O2 and it is produced by the UGG codon.  Name this amino acid that according to popular belief makes turkey sleep-inducing and is abbreviated TRP (spell it out).

ANSWER:
tryptophan (trip-TOE-fan)

13.
What body parts formed by the metacarpophalangeal (meh-tah-CAR-poh-fah-lan-JEE-ul) and interphalangeal (in-ter-fah-lan-JEE-ul) joints can are found in the fingers and can be cracked? 

ANSWER:
knuckles

14.
Between 1551 and 1560, he fought against the influence of the Shiba clan, and in 1560, destroyed the Imagawa clan at the battle of Okehazama (oh-kay-hah-ZAH-mah). He then fought other clans, including the Uesugi (way-SOO-ghee), Takeda, Hojo and Mori (MOH-ree). In 1582, Akechi Mitsuhide (mee-tsoo-HEE-day) assassinated what daimyo that sought to unify Japan? 

ANSWER: Oda Nobunaga (noh-boo-NAH-gah)

15.
A May 2005 Powerball drawing resulted in 110 second-place winners, as the winning combination was found in one of these.  Makoto Hagiwara is said to be the inventor of what dessert items containing a piece of paper, often served at the end of a meal at a Chinese restaurant?

ANSWER:   fortune cookies
Spare questions 

Be sure to mark off questions as they are used. Replace, when possible, a discarded question with a spare in that area (i.e. science for science, English for English, etc.) 

1.
Although he was the runt of the litter, he grew to 25 feet in height. His owner’s family, the Howards, have to move to Birdwell Island to accommodate him. Norman Bridwell wrote several books about him, and in a PBS television series he is a friend of fellow canines T-Bone and Cleo. Emily Elizabeth is the owner of what big red dog? 

ANSWER: Clifford the Big Red Dog

2.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. If the musical Rent took place during a leap year, the song Seasons of Love would have to be rewritten.  Instead of 525,600 minutes, how many minutes are in a leap year?

ANSWER:
527,040 minutes

3.
In 1845, he asked to get lampooned in the satirical journal The Corsair. Themes such as his love for Regine (reh-GHEE-neh) Olsen, absurdity and Christianity pervade the work of what Danish philosopher most famous for writing The Sickness Unto Death, Fear and Trembling and Either/Or? 

ANSWER: Søren (SOH-ren) Kierkegaard (keer-keh-GARD)
4.
In relation to the James, the Appomattox, Chickahominy and Elizabeth Rivers are each one of these.  The New, Alleghany and Monongohela Rivers are each one of these in relation to the Ohio. The Ohio and Missouri Rivers could also be described as one of these in relation to the Mississippi River. What is the term for a smaller river that feeds a larger one?

ANSWER: tributary
5.
In an 1865 book, it was divided into its paleo-, meso- and neo- periods. It started 2 million years ago when Homo habilis started using and making sharp rocks to cut things with. The end of the Ice Age and the development of farming mark turning points in what era of mankind that ended with the invention of tools made from copper, bronze and iron? 

ANSWER: Stone Age

All questions ©2006 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

