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Match #8


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl District competition. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, Adam Fine and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Public discussion of these questions before all VHSL District champions have been determined is prohibited. 

(b)
Releasing these questions to entities outside your District’s competition is prohibited. 

First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each
1.
It is the most popular tourist attraction of Lake Havasu, Arizona. When King Ethelred burned it down in 1013, it likely inspired a nursery rhyme. Between 1305 and 1660, the heads of traitors were displayed at its southern end. Until 1750, what bridge was the only crossing of England’s Thames River, but was in no real danger of falling down?

ANSWER:  London Bridge
2.
As a player, he broke the leg of kick returner Jeff Fisher, who is now the head coach of the Tennessee Titans.  At age 38, he led his team to the Super Bowl, but his squads were known for AFC playoff futility until last year.  Which head coach reversed that trend by guiding the sixth-seeded Pittsburgh Steelers to victory in Super Bowl 40?

ANSWER:   Bill Cowher (COW-ur)

3.
Half a million women a year have this procedure done either abdominally or vaginally.  Name this surgery that removes the uterus.

ANSWER:
hysterectomy
4.
On January 25, Scotsmen around the world celebrate his birthday. This poet’s opening lines include, “When chapman billies leave the street,” “Wee, sleekit, cowran, tim’rous beastie,” and “Should auld acquaintance be forgot.” What poet first met success in 1786 with Poems, Chiefly in the Scottish Dialect? 

ANSWER: Robert Burns
5.
Its name comes from a French word meaning “tithe.” In 1946, what American coin’s “Mercury” design was replaced by a bust of Franklin Roosevelt, but retained its value of ten cents?

ANSWER: dime
6.
Michael Baigent and Richard Leigh sued this publishing company, claiming that its best-selling novel stole ideas from their book, The Holy Blood and the Holy Grail.  What publishing company was sued because of concepts that appeared in Dan Brown's The Da Vinci Code?

ANSWER:  Random House
7.
What religious thinker’s five points were the Total Depravity of man, the Irresistible Grace of God, the Limited Atonement of Christ’s death, the Perseverance of the Saints and Unconditional Election of the “Elect,” a concept known as predestination?

ANSWER: John Calvin
8.
When he heard of the death of Charles Dickens, this American writer wrote the poem Dickens in Camp as a tribute. Mark Twain criticized his work, saying his miners’ dialect did not exist outside his stories, and criticizing his later personal life. What writer wrote “The Luck of Roaring Camp” and “The Outcasts of Poker Flat”?

ANSWER: Bret Harte
9.
It remained in use until 1969, when the force de frappe (fors dih FRAHP) made it obsolete. Its northern section was hastily built between 1936 and 1940 after Belgium declared its neutrality. Contrary to myth, it did its job – all direct assaults against it were repulsed. What fortified line was built by France to repel a German invasion?  

ANSWER: Maginot (mah-zhih-NOH) Line

10.
With general formula CnH2n (read C-n-H-2-n), what is the term for a hydrocarbon that contains one or more carbon-carbon double bonds?

ANSWER:
alkenes

11.
In this film, Jeff Cohen played the fat kid who wasn’t allowed to join the title group until he performed the “Truffle Shuffle.”  Former NFL football player John Matuszak (mah-TOO-zak) portrayed Baby Ruth-loving Sloth Fratelli, who ended up helping the kids in the search for One-Eyed Willie’s pirate treasure.  What was this 1985 film set in Astoria, Oregon, starring Sean Astin as Mikey?

ANSWER:  The Goonies
12.
It occurred at 2122 North Clark Street in Chicago, and it helped reduce the power of the North Side gang led by “Bugs” Moran, but the sheer brutality turned public opinion against all bootleggers. What killing of seven members of Moran’s gang by members of Al Capone’s South Side gang occurred on February 14, 1929? 

ANSWER: St. Valentine’s Day Massacre
13.
He wrote the novels The Snake’s Pass, The Jewel of Seven Stars and The Lair of the White Worm. In 1922, his widow sued the makers of the film, Nosferatu, since it also featured a vampire and had almost the same plot as his novel. What writer introduced us to Lucy Westenra and Mina and Jonathan Harker in his classic novel, Dracula? 

ANSWER: Bram Stoker
14.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. The number’s the same.  What is the number of protons in ten atoms of osmium, the number of protons in twenty atoms of strontium, the number of protons in forty atoms of potassium, the number of neutrons in 95 atoms of carbon-14 and the number of torr in an atmosphere?

ANSWER:
760
15.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Convert 886 into a Roman numeral.

ANSWER:
DCCCLXXXVI
Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each
Set A questions have an “A” after their number; set B questions have a “B.” 

1A.
What department store chain with over 1,000 stores today was founded in 1902 in Kemmerer, Wyoming, by its namesake?  

ANSWER: J.C. Penney
1B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Factor x squared minus 4x minus 45.

ANSWER:
x plus 5 and x minus 9
2A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the area of a trapezoid of height 11 feet and bases 15 feet and 23 feet?

ANSWER:
209 square feet
2B.
In an effort to battle obesity, schools in West Virgina added what Konami musical video game series to its physical education curriculum that features arrows synchronized to music?

ANSWER:  Dance, Dance Revolution (Prompt on DDR)

3A.
What taxonomic category comes between family and species?

ANSWER:
genus
3B.
What American author penned Cat’s Cradle and Slaughterhouse-Five? 

ANSWER: Kurt Vonnegut
4A.
Which French Neoclassicist painted The Oath of the Horatii (hor-AY-shee-eye) and The Death of Marat (mar-AH)?

ANSWER:  Jacques-Louis David (dah-VEED)

4B.
What state is headquarters to corporate giants that include J.B. Hunt, Tyson Foods and Wal-Mart? 

ANSWER: Arkansas
5A.
The thirteenth and final book featuring what author of the A Series of Unfortunate Events books was released in October 2006? 

ANSWER: Lemony Snicket
5B.
Though it has now been renamed a dwarf planet, what object is the largest in the asteroid belt?

ANSWER: Ceres
6A.
Give the term used in computer science to describe an item being added to a stack.

ANSWER: push
6B.
Who won the 1945 Nobel Prize in Physics for discovering the exclusion principle?

ANSWER:
Wolfgang Pauli
7A.
Every polynomial equation of degree n with complex coefficients has n roots in the complex numbers. This is a statement of what mathematical theorem?

ANSWER: Fundamental Theorem of Algebra
7B.
Identify the 1995 breakthrough album for Alanis Morissette that featured the singles “Ironic,” “Hand in My Pocket,” and “You Oughta Know.”

ANSWER:  Jagged Little Pill
8A.
What invention was first used by Mesopotamian potters around 4500 BC, was soon after used in vehicles, but was only used in toys by the Aztecs and Incas? 

ANSWER: the wheel
8B.
How does one say, “It is 3:20,” in Spanish?

ANSWER: Son las tres y veinte (soan lahs trays ee VAIN-tay) or La hora es tres y veinte (lah OH-rah ays trays ee VAIN-tay)

9A.
What character, a creation of J.M. Barrie, wants Wendy Darling to be a “mother figure” for his gang of Lost Boys? 

ANSWER: Peter Pan
9B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Reduce the fraction 45 over 255 to lowest terms.

ANSWER: 3/17
10A.
What puppet regime was established by the Nazis to govern France in 1940? 

ANSWER: Vichy France

10B.
How many wives did Henry VIII have?

ANSWER: six
Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each

1.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. How many protons are in a molecule of perchloric acid, a substance with formula HClO4?

ANSWER:
50
2.
British writer Mark Simpson coined this word in a 1994 article, “Here come the mirror men.” American use became widespread after a 2003 New York Times article, “(BLANK) Come Out.” While originally the word applied to any sexual orientation, today what word refers to heterosexual men who care about appearance and lifestyle?

ANSWER: metrosexuals

3.
The mouthpiece of this group changed his name to "Delegate Zero" in conjunction with an early 2006 populist campaign that took the group out of their jungle base in Chiapas.  Delegate Zero, originally known as Subcomandate Marcos, is the only non-Mayan among the leadership of what southern Mexico-based revolutionary group named for Emeliano Zapata [EE-meal-ee-ah-no Zah-PAT-ah]?

ANSWER: Zapatista Army of National Liberation (Or, if you prefer, Ejército Zapatista de Liberación Nacional)

4.
In observations made at his Uraniborg (oo-RAH-nee-borg) castle, he deduced that the other planets revolved around the sun, which itself revolved around the Earth. In 1572, he discovered a “new” star, a phenomenon he called a “nova.” What Danish nobleman also carried a box of glue to periodically reattach his artificial nose? 

ANSWER: Tycho Brahe (BRAY-hee)

5.
This book’s narrator is stranded in the middle of the Sahara Desert and meets the extraterrestrial title character. The title character’s asteroid has three volcanoes, a single rose and a constant problem with baobab trees. What solitary resident of asteroid B612 is the title character of a novel by Antoine de Saint-Exupéry? (dih sont ayk-soo-PAY-ree)?

ANSWER: The Little Prince
6.
His first conducting position was at a summer theater in Bad Hall, and then he moved to an opera house in Slovenia in 1881.  While on vacation in Upper Austria in the mid-1890s, he composed his second symphony, as well as the song cycle “The Youth’s Magic Horn”.  Who was this composer of the Eighth Symphony, also known as the “Symphony of a Thousand”?

ANSWER:  Gustav Mahler
7.
One lasted between 800 and 600 million years ago; only heat from the planet’s core enabled liquid water to exist. Two others spanned 460 to 430 and 350 to 260 million years ago. We are in one now that started 40 million years ago, although we are in a temporary warm period. What parts of geologic history feature the expansion of glaciers? 

ANSWER: Ice Age
8.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the slope of a line perpendicular to the line 5x plus 3y equals 10?

ANSWER:
3/5
9.
Henry Alford and other grammarians started condemning their use in the 19th century, possibly out of fondness for Latin, where the relevant verb form has only one word. The words “to quickly answer” are an example of what type of grammar construction that is technically not an error, but often treated as one?

ANSWER: split infinitive (accept verb forms)

10.
She was the only woman on Time’s list of the 20 most influential 20th century businessmen. Her eponymous company got its big break in 1948, when Saks Fifth Avenue agreed to sell its creams and lotions. Although she died in 2004, whose company sells the Donna Karan, Tommy Hilfiger, Origins and Clinique brands of cosmetics?

ANSWER: Estee Lauder
11.
 This word gets its origin from two French words that mean “sliding gate.” An integral part of a castle’s defenses was what implement, usually consisting of an iron grate, which could be lowered in a castle’s gateway to block an invader’s passage? 

ANSWER: portcullis
12.
Its rafters are made of spears, while shields line its roof.  An eagle guards from overhead, while a wolf stands in front of its great western door.  What building in Asgard has 540 doors total, and is the destination for half of the slain warriors in battle, who are brought there by the Valkyries (VAL-kur-eez)?

ANSWER:  Valhalla
13.
Constructed in the 5th century BC, it was used as a Christian church and then a mosque until 1687, when an ammunition dump inside exploded. In the 19th century, Lord Elgin took the “marbles” from this building to Britain. What temple to Athena is still located on Athens’ Acropolis?

ANSWER: Parthenon
14.
Named after a German physicist, it is approximately 6.63 times 10 to the minus 34 Joule seconds.  Name this quantum constant abbreviated h.

ANSWER:
Planck’s constant

15.
This book’s author, Fred Gipson, wrote a sequel called Savage Sam that also featured the Coates family. The title character was originally owned by Mr. Sanderson, but catches rabies at the end of the novel. In the emotional final scene, Travis then has to shoot him. What novel, made into a Disney movie, features a colorful dog? 

ANSWER: Old Yeller
Spare questions 

Be sure to mark off questions as they are used. Replace, when possible, a discarded question with a spare in that area (i.e. science for science, English for English, etc.) 

1.
Known as Phascolarctos (fah-SKOH-lark-tohs) cinereus (sih-NER-ree-us), this arboreal herbivore’s closest relative is the wombat.  Name this eucalyptus-eating marsupial found in Australia often erroneously called a “bear.”

ANSWER:
koala bear

2.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  Solve for x and y.  12x plus 5y equals 4x minus 3y plus 20 and 2x plus 3y equals 7.

ANSWER:
x equals one-half or .5 and y equals 2
3.
This five-letter word describes a parasite in the genus Urosalpinx (oo-roh-SAL-pinks) that makes a hole in an bivalve’s shell. It also refers to a method of teaching involving repetition, or teaching a group of soldiers how to march and follow orders. What is this word most often associated with a tool that makes a hole in another object?

ANSWER: drill
4.
Outkast first used this term in their 1993 song “Player’s Ball,” but the genre did not reach the mainstream until ten years later, with Bone Crusher’s hit “Never Scared.”  “Get Low” by Lil Jon and the Eastside Boyz is the signature song of what hip hop musical genre, thought by some to be a combination of the words “crazy” and “drunk”?

ANSWER:   crunk
5.
According to its terms, the Americans got neither more territory nor an end to sailors being impressed. In fact, very little was changed, although an American victory at New Orleans after its signing provided a morale booster. What treaty, signed on December 24, 1814, ended the War of 1812? 

ANSWER: Treaty of Ghent
All questions ©2006 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

