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Match #16


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl District competition. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, Adam Fine and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Public discussion of these questions before all VHSL District champions have been determined is prohibited. 

(b)
Releasing these questions to entities outside your District’s competition is prohibited. 

First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each
1.
As a first year, he played “the best-played game of chess Hogwarts has seen in many years.” As a sixth year, he dated Lavender Brown. As a second-year, his wand broke while “borrowing” his father’s flying car. What character in the Harry Potter series is the former owner of Scabbers the rat and the constant companion of Hermione (her-MY-oh-nee) and Harry? 

ANSWER: Ron Weasley (prompt on partial answer)

2.
What SI unit for frequency was named after the German discoverer of radio waves?

ANSWER:
hertz
3.
He grew up in Ohio, in a town named for one of his ancestors. He dropped the “Pearl” from his name and wrote about big-game fishing for several years before turning to Western writing with 1910’s The Heritage of the Desert. What writer’s best-known novels include Lone Star Ranger and Riders of the Purple Sage?

ANSWER: Zane Grey
4.
This phrase was on Timothy McVeigh’s shirt when his mug shot was taken. John Wilkes Booth’s last line on stage was this, delivered on April 14, 1865, after assassinating Lincoln. Brutus, after assassinating Caesar, supposedly said what phrase that means, “Thus always to tyrants,” that is the motto of the Commonwealth of Virginia?

ANSWER: sic semper tyrannis
5.
Talon is the official mascot of this team that won both the U.S. Cup and its league championship in its inaugural season.  Bruce Arena once managed which Major League Soccer team currently headed by Peter Nowak that features players such as Jaime (HY-may) Moreno and teenager Freddy Adu (ah-DOO)?

ANSWER:   D.C. United
6.
Systolic and diastolic are the parts of what circulatory statistic that is normally 120 over 80?

ANSWER:
blood pressure
7.
In the sentence, “I win every prize there is to win,” what is that sentence rephrased in the present perfect tense?

ANSWER: I have won every prize there is to win
8.
A line has no end in either direction; a line segment has two defined endpoints. What term describes something that has one endpoint but no end in the other direction, and comes to us every day from the sun?

ANSWER: ray
9.
It started on April 6th, 1994, allegedly after the radio station RTLM gave a coded message to start it, when a plane carrying the president of the affected country and neighboring Burundi was shot down. It ended in July when the RPF took over the country. What genocide claimed the lives of nearly a million Tutsis and moderate Hutus?

ANSWER: Rwandan genocide (accept Rwanda by itself, or clear-knowledge equivalents like “killings in Rwanda”)

10.
Scientists in Ethiopia recently discovered fossils from this genus.  The anamensis (ah-nah-MEN-sis) fossils serve to provide an evolutionary link between the earlier ramidus species and the later afarensis species in what genus of ancient hominids?

ANSWER: Australopithecus (aw-strah-loh-PIH-theh-cus)

11.
In the mid-1870s, his size attracted the notice of Yale’s football team. He graduated Cincinnati Law School, then served as Governor of the Philippines and Secretary of War. As President, he lowered tariffs and vigorously pursued anti-trust lawsuits, but alienated some more progressive Republicans. What 27th President, also the 10th Chief Justice, served between 1909 and 1913? 

ANSWER: William H. Taft
12. 
A prominent one is located on the top of Mount Mazama in Oregon, and one can also be found on top of Olympus Mons on Mars.  Most of North America was covered in two meters of debris following an ejection of debris from one in Yellowstone.  What are these crater-like features, most often formed following a volcano's collapse on itself, and can be seen in Crater Lake, Oregon?

ANSWER: caldera (prompt on “crater” before it is said in the question.) 

13.
He fought on two fronts: for Tarentum (tah-REN-tum) against the Romans, and for the Sicilian Greeks against Carthage. After the battle of Beneventum (beh-neh-VEN-tum) in 275 BC he left Italy, although he had defeated Carthage at Eryx and Rome at Heraclea (heh-rah-KLAY-uh) and Asculum (ah-SKOO-lum). What king of Epirus (eh-PEE-rus) lends his name to a victory that is so costly as to nearly be a defeat?

ANSWER: Pyrrhus (PEE-russ)

14.
Characters this children’s writer has created include the twins Sara Louise and Caroline Bradshaw, and the friends Jesse Aarons and Leslie Burke. What writer has won Newbery Medals for her novels Jacob I Have Loved and Bridge to Terabithia? 

ANSWER: Katherine Paterson
15.
She travels to the ice planet of Ilum to help rescue Jedi Master Luminara in the Cartoon Network series on the Clone Wars.  The daughter of Ruwee and Jobal Naberrie, she is first seen on-screen as a 14-year old.  Who was this Queen of Naboo who first met Anakin Skywalker when he was nine, and was played by Natalie Portman in the “Star Wars” films? 

 

ANSWER:   Padme (PAD-may) Naberrie Amidala (or Queen/Senator Amidala)

Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each
Set A questions have an “A” after their number; set B questions have a “B.” 

1A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  A ratings point represents 900,000 households. How many more households watch a show that gets 24 points than one that gets 18 points?

ANSWER:
5,400,000
1B.
Frederic Henry and Catherine Barkley meet on the Italian Front of World War I in what Ernest Hemingway novel?

ANSWER: A Farewell To Arms
2A.
Dodge City, Kansas, was the site of what TV show that featured Miss Kitty, Chester, Doc Adams and Marshal Dillon? 

ANSWER:  Gunsmoke
2B.
Islamic law refers to any interest as what term that in the Western world today applies to excessively high interest rates?

ANSWER: usury

3A.
What former Governor and U.S. Senator from Winchester ran the “Organization” that dominated Virginia Democratic politics between the 1930s and 1960s?

ANSWER: Harry F. Byrd, Sr.

3B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  Brody’s group has 20,000 members on the 1st of a month. If it doubles every two days, on what day will it have 640,000 members?

ANSWER:
the 11th
4A.
What base is in DNA but not in RNA?

ANSWER:
thymine
4B.
What word was coined in the 1970s to describe the slow economic growth and high increases in prices that occurred during most of that decade?

ANSWER: stagflation
5A.
What word, taken from Greek words meaning “against” and “position,” refers to the direct opposite of something, such as what “stupidity” is to “intelligence”? 

ANSWER: antithesis (an-tih-THEH-sis)
5B.
What is the third-lightest noble gas?

ANSWER:
argon
6A. 
You won't find any of what features in Siberia, because there is too little precipitation to form permanent ice?

ANSWER: glaciers
6B.
What UNIX command allows the user to move a file?

ANSWER: mv
7A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the area of a triangle in square inches if its height is 3 feet and its base is 1 yard?

ANSWER:
648 square inches

7B.
A.P., Sara, and Maybelle were first-generation members of what country music family from Maces Springs, Virginia featured in the movie “Walk the Line”?

ANSWER:  Carter family

8A.
What architect of the Watergate break-in appeared in several episodes of Miami Vice and is now a right-wing radio talk-show host?

ANSWER: G. Gordon Liddy
8B.
What Byzantine Emperor that ruled between 527 and 565 is famous for marrying the actress Theodora and for reforming the old Roman law code? 

ANSWER: Justinian
9A.
Controversy arose in February after President Bush agreed in principle to sign over control of six US ports to a firm based in what country?

ANSWER: United Arab Emirates or UAE
9B.
What language based on Dutch gives us words such as commando, aardvark and apartheid? 

ANSWER: Afrikaans
10A.
What English poet gained the favor of Queen Elizabeth I with his epic poem, The Faerie Queene?  

ANSWER: Edmund Spencer
10B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Solve for x and y.  3x minus 4y equals 1 and 3x plus 4y equals 17.

ANSWER:
x equals 3 and y equals 2 (either order is acceptable)

Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each

1.
This element is used in the Statue of Liberty and in pennies made before 1982.  Name this element with average atomic mass 63.55, atomic number 29, and symbol Cu.

ANSWER:
copper
2.
This game traces its history back to 1904, when Lizzie Magie (mah-GHEE) published The Landlord’s Game. In 2000, FAO Schwartz sold a “One-of-a-kind” edition with real US currency instead of the colored notes. Rich Uncle Pennybags is what game’s informal mascot, as seen on its Community Chest and Chance cards?

ANSWER:  Monopoly
3.
Robert Hubert, a French watchmaker, confessed to starting it on Pudding Lane as part of a Catholic plot and was hanged. Despite 100,000 people being left homeless, only six deaths were verified. An outbreak of the bubonic plague was stopped, and Christopher Wren was appointed to oversee reconstruction. What disaster started on September 2, 1666, and lasted for three days, burning much of England’s biggest city?

ANSWER: Great Fire of London (accept “Great Fire of 1666” before 1666 is said in the question)

4.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the average of 37, 26, 93, and 44?

ANSWER:
50
5.
This novel, like its sequel That Was Then, This Is Now, is set in Tulsa, Oklahoma. At the end, there is a big “rumble” between the Greasers and the “Socs” (soh-shes). Robert Sheldon, Dallas Winston, Johnny Cade, and the three Curtis brothers – Darry, Sodapop and Ponyboy – feature in what novel written by S.E. Hinton? 

ANSWER: The Outsiders
6.
It is made up of a stigma, style, and ovary. What is the female flower reproductive organ?

ANSWER:
pistil
7.
He won a gold medal in rowing at the 1924 Olympics and ran for President on the People’s Party ticket in 1972. Critics claimed that he advocated permissiveness, which led to problems for children later in life. What pediatrician used psychology to analyze children’s needs in his classic book, The Common Sense Book of Baby and Child Care?

ANSWER: Dr. Benjamin Spock 

8.
This element has the largest specific heat of any solid and is used to treat bipolar disorder.  Name this lightest metal with average atomic mass of 6.94, atomic number 3, and symbol Li.

ANSWER:
lithium
9.
This D-shaped track is only three-quarters of a mile in circumference, but is the host to three major races:  the SunTrust Indy Challenge, the Crown Royal 400, and the Chevy Rock and Roll 400, the last race before the Chase for the Nextel Cup.  Identify this race track located in Henrico County, Virginia.

ANSWER:   Richmond International Raceway (or Speedway)

10.
One member of this homophone pair comes to us from Spanish and refers to a member of an irregular fighting force. What word’s other spelling refers to the largest of the primates?

ANSWER: guerrilla or gorilla
11.
He studied under Francisco Pacheco when he was a teenager, and married Pacheco’s (pah-CHAY-kohs) daughter.  He won a competition that involved painting the best scene of the expulsion of the Moors, sponsored by King Philip IV, but that painting was destroyed in a palace fire.  Who was this Spanish painter of The Forge of Vulcan, The Surrender of Breda,(BRAY-dah)  and Las Meninas (may-NEE-nahs)?

ANSWER:  Diego Velazquez (vel-AS-kez)

12.
She disguised herself as an old woman named Doso when she visited King Celeus (SEE-lee-us) of Eleusis (eh-LOO-sis), who treated her with hospitality.  As a reward, she taught Celeus’s son Triptolemus the basics of agriculture.  Identify this Olympian goddess of the harvest, the mother of Persephone (pur-SEH-foh-nee).

ANSWER:  Demeter (deh-MEE-tur) or Ceres
13.
He published half of his mathematical writings, including Elements of Algebra, despite being nearly blind. His formula states that for a convex polyhedron, faces, minus edges, plus vertices, is two. What mathematician solved the seven bridges of Konigsburg problem and was the first to use the letter e to describe the base of natural logarithms? 

ANSWER: Leonhard Euler (OY-ler)

14.
Ka’ena is on this island’s western end and Makapu’u is on its eastern end. Other landmarks include Diamond Head, Hanauma Bay, the North Shore and Waikiki. What Hawai’ian Island has the most population and contains Pearl Harbor and Honolulu? 

ANSWER: O’ahu
15.
This man and the number 24601 (2-4-6-0-1) are associated. He promises Bishop Myriel to become an honest man, becomes a factory owner after assuming the name of “Pere Madeleine” and takes in Fantine’s daughter Cosette, dying shortly after Cosette and Marius get married. Who saves the life of police Inspector Javert despite being on the run from the law and is the central character of Les Miserables?  

ANSWER: Jean Valjean
Spare questions 

Be sure to mark off questions as they are used. Replace, when possible, a discarded question with a spare in that area (i.e. science for science, English for English, etc.) 

1.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Simplify the quantity x squared plus x minus 42 end quantity divided by the quantity x plus 7 end quantity. 

ANSWER:
x minus 6
2.
Its five lobes are the insula, frontal, parietal, temporal, and occipital. What is the largest part of the brain?

ANSWER:
cerebrum (prompt on “brain”)
3.
It is the name shared by the author or authors of three namesake New Testament epistles and the author of the Book of Revelation. What common New Testament name is also shared by the author of the fourth Gospel and the person who baptized Jesus? 

ANSWER: John (the Evangelist, the Presbyter, of Patmos, the Apostle and the Baptist)

4.
This desert is bordered by the Altay Mountains on the north and the Tibetan plateau on the south. One Chinese name for it is han-hai, or “dry sea.” What desert’s name means “very large and dry” in Mongolian? 

ANSWER: Gobi Desert

5.
He wrote the fairy tale collections The Happy Prince and Other Tales and A House of Pomegranates. He penned The Ballad of Reading Gaol (red-ding jail) after serving prison time for homosexual acts. What writer is best-known for works such as Lady Windemere’s Fan, The Importance of Being Earnest and The Picture of Dorian Gray?

ANSWER: Oscar Wilde
All questions ©2006 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

