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These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl District competition. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, Adam Fine and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Public discussion of these questions before all VHSL District champions have been determined is prohibited. 

(b)
Releasing these questions to entities outside your District’s competition is prohibited. 

First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each
1. 
The world championship for this game was held in March 2006 in Lucca, Italy, and was won by an accountant from the Czech Republic.  Howard Garns invented it in 1979, but Japanese publisher Nikoli came up with the name, which means “the numbers must remain single.”  What is this 9 by 9 square number puzzle game found in most daily newspapers?

ANSWER:  sudoku
2.
Types of it include Hermansky-Pudlak syndrome, ocular, and oculocutaneous (ock-you-loh-kew-TAY-nee-us) types 1, 2, and 3.  What condition is the opposite of melanism and is characterized by a lack of pigmentation in the eye, hair and skin?

ANSWER:
albinism or albino
3.
As the novel opens, Pablo’s guerrilla band is directed to blow up a bridge as other Republicans attack the city of Segovia. The job is complicated as most know it will probably lead to their deaths, and the main character falls in love with a refugee named Maria. What Ernest Hemingway novel, set during the Spanish Civil War, follows the wartime experience of Robert Jordan? 

ANSWER: For Whom the Bell Tolls
4.
After leaving her first husband, she mated with the demon Asmodai (az-MOH-dye), producing a number of succubus-like demons. Before the Fall of Man, she left the Garden of Eden after an argument with her first husband, Adam. What demoness of Jewish legend is the namesake of an all-female music festival, the “Fair”?

ANSWER: Lilith
5.
He owns a chain of Northern Virginia Volvo dealerships. Although he left elected office in 1998, he was treasurer of Howard Dean’s 2004 campaign and is helping raise funds for fellow Virginia Democrat Mark Warner. Who served as Lieutenant Governor between 1990 and 1998 and lost the 1997 governor’s race to Jim Gilmore? 

ANSWER: Don Beyer
6. 
Its temperature averages anywhere from 1 to 3 million Kelvin, though in times of low activity this region is not distributed evenly, and there can often be holes found around the solar polar regions.  Mass ejections from this region can often travel at millions of miles per hour into space, and have been known to damage satellites when they reach Earth.  What is this region of the sun, the one most visible during an eclipse?

ANSWER: corona
7.
This four-letter word originated as a contraction of a North Carolina county’s name, and refers to talk that is empty and long-winded. What word also refers to a place for sleeping, especially those on a ship, or to a series of beds stacked above each other? 

ANSWER: bunk
8.
These birds make up the order Strigiformes (strih-ghih-FOR-meez). Pygmy, burrowing, short-eared, spotted, horned, snowy and barn are types of what bird said to represent wisdom?

ANSWER:
owl
9.
Any law passed by this nation’s Federal Assembly can be subject to referendum if 50,000 signatures are gathered. Executive authority is vested in the seven-member Federal Council. German, French and Italian are the official languages of what country, whose capital is Bern, is divided into twenty-six cantons and is noted for its neutrality? 

ANSWER: Switzerland

10. 
This host of the 2005 ESPY Awards began his primetime TV career in the role of Chazz on “Second Chance.”  Now playing writer Matt Albie on the NBC series “Studio 60 on the Sunset Strip,” name this actor best known for his work as the wisecracking Chandler Bing on the sitcom “Friends.”

ANSWER:  Matthew Perry
11.
How many degrees are in pi radians?

ANSWER:
180 degrees

12.
The calendar in this novel begins with the year 1908. The novel makes a turn with a visit to the Malpais (mal-PAY) Savage Reservation in what was once New Mexico, where they meet John. The second half of the book details John’s experience in the World State, including a meeting with World Controller Mustapha Mond. People are grouped from Alpha to Epsilon and constantly take soma in what novel by Aldous Huxley? 

ANSWER: Brave New World

13. 
It was thought to have been given its name because there would be no appeal to those who compiled the information contained within it.  It was finally published online in August 2006 by the British National Archive, though it was originally compiled in 1085.  What is this book, commissioned by William the Conqueror, to take the first census of England?

ANSWER: The Domesday Book
14.
It was coined by John O’Sullivan, and was used by Democrats in the 1840s and once more by Republicans in the 1890s to justify American expansion. What two-word phrase describes the United States’ mission to expand and spread its way of life? 

ANSWER: Manifest Destiny
15.
One of these in 1755 wiped out 1/3 of the population of Lisbon, but not before a pullback revealed lost cargo and shipwrecks.  Two ships collided off the coast of Halifax, Nova Scotia, in 1917, and the subsequent explosion caused one there.  What kind of oceanic event is often caused by a strong earthquake, as witnessed on Good Friday 1964 and on December 26th, 2004?

ANSWER: tsunami (grudgingly accept "tidal wave", though it is a misnomer)

Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each
Set A questions have an “A” after their number; set B questions have a “B.” 

1A.
What literary character is the former partner of Jacob Marley and boss of clerk Bob Cratchit? 

ANSWER: Ebenezer Scrooge
1B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is 7 factorial divided by 4 factorial?

ANSWER:
210
2A.
Most dreams occur during what stage of sleep?

ANSWER: REM sleep or rapid-eye movement sleep

2B.
What name have all kings of Thailand taken since 1782? 

ANSWER: Rama 

3A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What are the vertical asymptotes of the function y equals one over the quantity x squared minus 4?

ANSWER:
x equals 2 and x equals negative 2 (can be said in either order)
3B.
Alveoli (al-vee-OH-lie) are found in what organ?

ANSWER:
lungs

4A.
It is the same call in C++, C Sharp, and Java. It is based on three expressions: the initializer expression, the loop test expression, and the incrementer expression. Name this type of basic loop.

ANSWER: For Loop

4B. 
Tradition holds that those who kiss which limestone rock in a castle near Cork will be given “the gift of gab”?

ANSWER:  blarney stone 

5A. 
What name is given to a portrait sculpture of a head, shoulders, and chest, usually supported by a stand?

ANSWER:  bust

5B.
Proper nouns are the names of something unique and are always capitalized. What word describes all other nouns, which are not capitalized in English?

ANSWER: common nouns

6A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the probability of rolling a seven or a double four times in a row on a fair pair of six-sided dice?

ANSWER:
1/81
6B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the area of a trapezoid of height 6 feet and bases 23 feet and 37 feet?

ANSWER:
180 square feet
7A.
Hollywood executive Monroe Stahr is the main character of what final novel by F. Scott Fitzgerald?

ANSWER: The Love of the Last Tycoon (this is the full title, however, “The Last Tycoon” is more than acceptable.)

7B. 
Mr. Bigglesworth is the cat owned by what criminal mastermind, the nemesis of Austin Powers, played onscreen by Mike Myers?

ANSWER:  Dr. Evil

8A.
What type of vertebrae are between the cervical and lumbar vertebrae?

ANSWER:
thoracic
8B.
What Tennessee native won the Medal of Honor in World War I for leading his squad in an attack that killed 32 Germans and captured 35 German machine guns and 132 German soldiers? 

ANSWER: Alvin York
9A.
What river forms most of the border between North Korea and China?

ANSWER: Yalu River

9B.
What is the atomic number of calcium?

ANSWER:
20
10A. 
In June, Spain granted additional autonomy to what region along the northern end of the Pyrenees whose capital is Barcelona?

ANSWER: Catalonia
10B.
Randall Patrick McMurphy, Chief Bromden and Nurse Ratched are characters in what novel by Ken Kesey that was made into a 1975 movie? 

ANSWER: One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest 
Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each

1. 
An American student of Arnold Schoenberg, this man worked at the Cornish School in Seattle in the 1930s, where he wrote First Construction in Metal and Imaginary Landscape No. 1.  While at Black Mountain College, which man composed his infamous Four Minutes, Thirty-Three Seconds, where the performer does not play a single note?


ANSWER:  John Cage
2.
His hot head is obvious – in Act I, Scene I, he pulls out his rapier to fight Benvolio, leading the Prince to declare that the next person to breach the peace would pay with his life. He recognizes Romeo during the ball at the end of Act I, but the head of his house stops him from starting a fight there. What cousin of Juliet waited until Act III to fight, killing Mercutio before being killed himself by Romeo? 

ANSWER: Tybalt
3.
He conquered London in 1016, and when Ethelred’s son Edmund Ironside died, he became sole king of England in 1017. His brother Harold II of Denmark died the next year, and he became king of Denmark. In 1028, he became Norway’s king, but his empire died with him in 1035. What king is perhaps best-known for demonstrating the limit of his Earthly power by unsuccessfully ordering the waves to turn back? 

ANSWER: King Canute (or Knut)

4.
Its name in Ojibwe (oh-jee-bway) is Gichigami (ghee-chee-GAH-mee), or “Big Water.” French explorers gave it a name meaning, “The Upper Lake.” Duluth is at the western end of what lake that is, by area, the world’s largest freshwater lake and is the largest of the Great Lakes?

ANSWER: Lake Superior
5.
A reversible one is called isentropic and it is the opposite of an isothermal process.  Name this type of process where no heat is transferred.

ANSWER:
adiabatic process

6.
To be one, a patrician had to be 40 and a plebian 42. In 384, the future Emperor Honorius was appointed one at the age of two, a sign of how far this position had declined in power. In 190 AD, Commodus appointed twenty-five of them. After taking power 1799, Napoleon was the “First” of this title before becoming Emperor. In normal years under the Roman Republic, there were two of what highest elected office? 

ANSWER: consul
7. 
In the original version, released in 1992, two-player games featured a Match Race, Battle Mode, and a Grand Prix; sets of races included the Star Cup, Flower Cup, and Mushroom Cup.  Koopa Troopa, Bowser, and Donkey Kong Junior were among the eight competitors players could use in what racing game for the Super Nintendo?

ANSWER:  Super Mario Kart
8.
It has a silvery white appearance in pure form but has a yellow tarnish when oxidized.  This element’s most stable isotope has a half-life of 80 million years and its most important isotope has a half-life of 24,110 years.  Name this element used in nuclear weapons which has atomic number 94, symbol Pu and is named for a notable non-planet.

ANSWER:
plutonium
9.
This language has three consonant clusters: gl is pronounced like the “l” in “galleon,” gn is pronounced like the “ny” in “canyon,” and sc is pronounced like the “sh” in “show.” The word “perche” (pair-KAY) means “why” or “because” in what Romance language spoken in Naples and Rome?

ANSWER: Italian
10.
Part two of this novel is set on June 2, 1910, while the other three parts are set over the Easter Weekend of 1928. Its author said the sister, Caddy, was the “true hero” of the novel. The stories of the servant Dilsey and the Compson brothers – Jason, Benjy and Quentin – are told in what novel by William Faulkner?

ANSWER: The Sound and the Fury
11.
In December 1780, he led 1,600 British troops and captured Richmond and later led an attack in Connecticut to try and divert Washington’s attention from Yorktown. His memorial at the United States Military Academy contains his rank and his date of birth, 1740, but not his name. What American, whose name is synonymous with “traitor,” attempted to give West Point to the British during the American Revolution?

ANSWER: Benedict Arnold
12.
During this Ancient Greek play, Okeanos and Io are among the visitors to its immobile main character. At the end of the play, Zeus hurls the main character into the abyss. This was done as punishment for not telling Zeus who was going to overthrow him. What play attributed to Aeschylus begins with Hephaestus chaining the main character to a mountaintop as punishment for bringing men fire?

ANSWER: Prometheus Bound
13.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is 391 times 44?

ANSWER:
17204
14.
He became a hero of Victorian Britain by inventing a mirror galvanometer that made an undersea trans-Atlantic telegraph cable possible. ** William Thomson was the birth name of what scientist that developed a temperature scale based on absolute zero? 

ANSWER: Lord Kelvin (accept William Thomson before the **)

15.
Aristotle divided them into three classes: material, verbal and logical. What term describes any argument that is inherently flawed; examples of which include begging the question, the straw man and the non sequitur (seh-KWIH-toor)? 

ANSWER: fallacy or fallacies

Spare questions 

Be sure to mark off questions as they are used. Replace, when possible, a discarded question with a spare in that area (i.e. science for science, English for English, etc.) 

1.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the molar mass of pentane, a hydrocarbon with formula C5H12?

ANSWER:
72
2.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the area of a circle with a circumference of 8 pi yards?

ANSWER:
16 pi square yards
3. 
A majority of sources trace the origin of this food to a cafeteria called El Charrito in Ciudad Juarez (wahr-EZ) in Mexico in the 1920s.  What staple of Mexican restaurants consists of a deep-fried burrito folded into a rectangle and filled with meat, vegetables, and spices?

ANSWER:  chimichanga 

4.
It was cultivated in the Andes where elevations were too high for maize. They  became popular in Europe since they produce more food per acre than other crops. Over a million people starved when a blight hit it in the mid-1840s. What crop was introduced to Ireland in the late 16th century and to Idaho in 1836? 

ANSWER: the potato
5.
It is the number of figures in da Vinci’s painting, The Last Supper, and is the age a Jewish boy is said to reach maturity. A mathematician would also consider this number to be the third “lucky prime.” What is the number contained in a baker’s dozen and whose occurrence on a Friday is said to be unlucky?

ANSWER: thirteen or thirteenth
All questions ©2006 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

