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Match #38


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl District competition. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, Adam Fine and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Public discussion of these questions before all VHSL District champions have been determined is prohibited. 

(b)
Releasing these questions to entities outside your District’s competition is prohibited. 

First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each
1.
His Letter to Herodotus (heh-RAW-daw-tus), is one of his few surviving works. Like Democritus, he was an atomist. He broke with Aristotle in believing the universe was infinite, and broke with Plato in denying the existence of a soul. What Greek philosopher did not advocate hedonism, but believed that in tranquility was the greatest pleasure? 

ANSWER: Epicurus (eh-pih-KEW-rus)

2.
He composed a failed opera, L’anima del filosofo (lah-NEE-mah del fee-loh-SOH-foh), while in London, but for the most part, his two trips there produced successful pieces, including the Rider quartet and the Gypsy Rondo piano trio.  Known as “Papa” by his contemporaries, name this composer of the Drumroll, Surprise, and Military symphonies completed in the 1790s.

ANSWER:  Franz Joseph Haydn 

3.
This city is home to the world’s largest dry dock facilities, including those that built the Titanic in 1911. Streets here include Shankill Road, which has several Unionist murals along it. The 2001 Census revealed that 48.6% of its residents are Protestant and 47.2% were Catholic. What is this city, the capital of Northern Ireland? 


ANSWER: Belfast, Northern Ireland

4.
What Spanish subject pronoun is eight letters and the plural of tú? 

ANSWER: vosotros (voh-SOH-trohs)

5.
The rectus femoris (feh-MOR-is), vastus lateralis (lah-ter-AH-lis), vastus medialis (mee-dee-AH-lis), and vastus intermedius (in-ter-mee-DEE-us) make up this muscle group. While the hamstrings are on the back of the thigh, what muscle group is located on the front of the thigh? 

ANSWER:
quadriceps femoris

6.
At the beginning of this novel, Mr. Douglas shares a ghost story with other guests at a Christmas Eve party. The ghosts that may – or may not – haunt the country estate of Bly are of Miss Jessel and Peter Quint. Two children, Miles and Flora, and an unnamed governess are the main characters in what novella by Henry James?

ANSWER: The Turn of the Screw
7.
Battles in this war included The Hook, Bloody Ridge, Heartbreak Ridge, Pork Chop Hill, Chosin Reservoir, Inchon and the defense of the Pusan Perimeter. What war resulted in the dismissal of Douglas A. MacArthur and was fought over the 38th parallel between 1950 and 1953?

ANSWER: Korean War

8.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the slope of a line perpendicular to the line y equals 3x plus 17?

ANSWER:
negative one-third
9.
Their nickname, “suicide bags,” comes from their function in autophagic cell death. What type of cell organelle breaks down food and foreign invaders and contains digestive enzymes?

ANSWER:
lysosomes

10.
“Ed is playing the piano.” “God is killing moms and dogs because he has to.”  “Oil companies and old men are in control.”  “Van Halen is planning a world tour”.  In a 1992 MTV award-winning music video by Van Halen, what two words go before each of these sentences, referring to the present time?

ANSWER:  “Right Now”  

11.
This novella’s female protagonist is really Lulamae Barnes from Tulip, Texas. Its male protagonist is unnamed, but has the name Paul Varjak in the film adaptation. What novella by Truman Capote was made into a film starring Audrey Hepburn and focuses on a year in the life of Holly Golightly, especially her morning meals at a famous New York store? 

ANSWER: Breakfast at Tiffany’s
12.
Initially, all magistrates of the Republic had to be part of this hereditary group, but after the Conflict of the Orders, they had very little advantage. The office of tribune was created to protect against potential tyranny by this group. What order of citizens of the Roman Republic originally had precedence over the plebeians? 

ANSWER: patrician or patricius
13.
This unit is equal to 0.003968 BTU or 4.186 joules. What unit of heat, when used with a capital letter or with the prefix “kilo-,” refers to the amount of energy in the food we eat – 4 per gram of protein and carbohydrate and 9 per gram of fat? 

ANSWER:
calorie
14.
This grid-like tool is named for the first Arthur Balfour Professor of Genetics at Cambridge. What is used to determine genotypic probabilities for offspring?

ANSWER:
Punnett square
15.
She co-anchored the six-o’clock news at Baltimore’s WJZ-TV from 1976 until 1983, when she moved to Chicago.  The following year she took over a half-hour talk show that went from last place to surpassing “Donahue” as #1 in the city, and syndication followed.  Who is this national talk-show host and head of a sometimes-controversial Book Club?


ANSWER:  Oprah Winfrey (accept either) 

Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each
Set A questions have an “A” after their number; set B questions have a “B.” 

1A.
What is the superlative form of the adjective, “bad?”

ANSWER: worst
1B.
What car cost $850 when it was introduced and was available in multiple colors until 1914, but was only available in black between 1914 and 1926? 

ANSWER: Model T Ford

2A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  Convert the hexadecimal number AB – that’s A as in apple and B as in boy – into a decimal number.

ANSWER:
171
2B.
What is the term for a triangle with at least two equal sides?

ANSWER:
isosceles
3A.
NASA uses the aptly named "Vomit Comet" and underwater simulations in order to train astronauts for working in what type of environment?

ANSWER: Zero-Gravity or weightlessness

3B.
How many carbon atoms are in a molecule of propane?

ANSWER:
three
4A.
What Indian leader said after surrendering to Nelson Miles, “From where the sun now stands, I will fight no more forever”? 

ANSWER: Chief Joseph
4B.
What character in Shakespeare’s play The Tempest is the rightful Duke of Milan and has been stranded on an island for twelve years with his daughter, Miranda?
ANSWER: Prospero 

5A.
Which Spanish painter, born Domenicos Theoticopolos (thay-oh-tee-KAW-paw-lus), is best known for the works View of Toledo (toh-LAY-doh) and The Burial of Count Orgaz?

ANSWER:  El Greco
5B.
UN Secretary General Kofi Annan's term is scheduled to end in January 2007.  What South Korean was recently elected to replace him?

ANSWER: Ban Ki-Moon

6A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  At what point do the line x plus y equals 12 and the line 2x minus y equals 3 intersect?

ANSWER:
(5, 7)
6B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the sum of the square roots of the numbers 1 through 70, if you only count positive square roots that are integers?

ANSWER:
36 (Simply 1 + 2 + 3 + 4 + 5 + 6 +7 + 8)

7A.
In 1789, Louis XVI called a meeting of what assembly that had representatives of the church, the nobility and the commoners? 

ANSWER: Estates-General
7B.
What type of “colorful” laws govern the hours stores may remain open, especially with regard to Sunday hours? 

ANSWER: blue laws

8A.
What James Joyce character is the parallel to Telemachus (teh-LEE-mah-kuss) in Ulysses and is the protagonist of the biographic novel, A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man? 

ANSWER: Stephen Dedalus
8B.
The Maenads (MAY-nads) were women under the spell of which son of Zeus and Semele (SEH-muh-lee), the Greek god of wine and counterpart to Bacchus?

ANSWER:  Dionysus (die-uh-NIGH-sus)

9A.
What Irish rock band won an Album of the Year Grammy in 2006 for How to Dismantle an Atomic Bomb?

ANSWER: U2
9B.
What word is either an auxiliary verb, or a noun synonymous with “power” and “physical strength?”

ANSWER: might
10A.
What element has an average atomic mass of 14.01?

ANSWER:
nitrogen
10B.
What operating system’s Version 10 is being released to the public free of charge by Sun Microsystems?

ANSWER: Solaris or SunOS (sun-oh-ess)

Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each

1.
While in his 70s, he joined Pancho Villa’s army as an observer, disappearing without a trace sometime after December 26, 1913. He wrote about his Civil War experience in the short stories “Chickamauga” and “An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge.” Who, however, is perhaps best known for definitions such as, “Bore – noun. A person who talks when you wish him to listen,” in his Devil’s Dictionary? 

ANSWER: Ambrose Bierce
2.
 Ten of its fifteen members are elected to two-year terms by continent: Africa gets three, Eastern Europe gets one and Latin America, Asia and Western Europe each get two. Countries such as Japan, India, Germany and Brazil are lobbying for permanent membership to what United Nations group that currently has five permanent members, each with veto power? 

ANSWER: the United Nations Security Council
3.
Seven items are eaten at one of these: an egg, a lamb bone, an apple-based mixture, a lamb shank, a vegetable, two types of bitter herbs and of course, the matzoh (MAH-tsoh). The question “Why is this night different from all other nights?” is asked at what meal eaten during Passover?

ANSWER: seder (SAY-derr)

4.
This short story’s dilemma begins when the king discovers his daughter has taken on a lover of inferior status. The princess must then decide whether to see her lover married to another, or torn to shreds. In what short story by Frank Stockton must the lover pick one of two doors – behind one is a vicious beast that will kill him, and behind the other a lovely woman he must marry? 

ANSWER: “The Lady, or the Tiger?”

5.
It was discovered in 1907 by a Japanese scientist who marketed with a name that means “The essence of taste.” Its chemical formula is C5H8NO4Na and it is also known as vetsin.  Name this food additive said to cause Chinese restaurant syndrome.

ANSWER:
MSG or monosodium glutamate
6.
This European ruler, his country’s second king, was described as a “thoroughly bad man” by Franz Joseph of Austria-Hungary. By 1908, the human rights violations he oversaw were so shocking, even by the standards of that era, that his own parliament took his African possessions away. What King of the Belgians is remembered today for the 5 to 15 million people who died while he was the private owner of the Congo Free State? 

ANSWER: Leopold II

7.
It was formed in 1913 as a debating league and began sponsoring athletic competitions soon after. In 1969, it merged with a similar all-black organization and began sponsoring girls’ sports. What organization today has over 300 member schools divided into Groups A, AA and AAA, and is the sponsor of state championships in Scholastic Bowl? 

ANSWER: Virginia High School League or VHSL

8.
Before she is hanged, this novel’s title character asks her husband to marry her younger sister, Liza-Lu. Earlier in the book, the title character had given birth to a stillborn daughter named Sorrow and was abandoned by her husband when her past was revealed. The title character married Angel Clare and became Alec’s mistress in what novel by Thomas Hardy? 

ANSWER: Tess of the D’Urbervilles
9.
When it happened in the English county of Devon, it was a form of lead poisoning. When it happens to horses, it can be fatal. Doctors used to think the most familiar variety was caused by trapped gas, and it usually disappears when melatonin production begins at twelve weeks of age. What condition describes a baby that cries for no apparent reason for three or more hours in at least three days a week? 

ANSWER:
colic
10.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  If you actually win one-third of your games but were only expected to win one-fourth of your games, how many more wins than expected would you have if you played a total of 96 games?

ANSWER:
eight
11.
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow placed him among the Ojibwe (oh-JEE-bway), several hundred miles west of where he actually lived. He was a Mohawk apparently blessed with tremendous speaking ability and was able to put the ideas of Deganawida (day-gah-nah-WEE-dah) into action. What founder of the Iroquois Confederacy was the husband of Minnehaha according to Longfellow? 

ANSWER: Hiawatha (accept Ayenwatha or Hayowentha)

12.
Members of the Party of the Democratic Revolution - one of this country's leading opposition parties - occupied the stage to prevent President Vicente Fox from delivering his final State of the Nation address.  The PRD took the stage in support of Andres Manual Lopez Obrador, the runner-up to Felipe Calderon in the presidential election of what North American nation?

ANSWER: Mexico
13.
One theory is that it was caused by an Ebola-like virus, but most historians think Yersinia pestis (YER-sih-nee-uh PES-tiss) is the culprit. One study pointed out that despite Iceland having no rats until the 19th century, one-half of Iceland’s population died during it. Poland was somehow forgotten by what epidemic that struck Europe between 1347 and 1351, causing the death of over 75 million people? 

ANSWER: Black Death, Black Plague or Bubonic Plague (prompt on “plague”)

14.
At first, he is a sympathetic character, dealing with his nephew’s depression and using diplomacy to fend off a military threat from Norway. However, his brother’s ghost reveals that he poisoned his brother to gain the throne and married his brother’s wife. What Shakespearean character is the husband of Gertrude, usurper of the Danish throne and uncle to Hamlet?

ANSWER: Claudius
15.
About 50% of this chemical’s production goes into paper-bleaching as it is seen as more environmentally friendly than chlorine-based bleaches. What chemical is used in a 5% concentration to make hair a very light blonde color and has chemical formula H2O2?

ANSWER: hydrogen peroxide
Spare questions 

Be sure to mark off questions as they are used. Replace, when possible, a discarded question with a spare in that area (i.e. science for science, English for English, etc.) 

1.
This four-letter word, associated with the Anatidae (ah-nah-tih-DYE) family of animals, comes to us from an Anglo-Saxon root meaning, “to dive.” It often refers to action taken to avoid something, such as a responsibility or a fist. What word is also associated with aquatic birds that have webbed feet and go, “quack?”

ANSWER: duck
2.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  In simplest terms, what fraction of a 15 by 15 Scrabble board is left uncovered when all 100 tiles are played?

ANSWER:
5/9
3.
In his work Obedience to Authority: An Experimental View, this Yale University psychologist described 19 variations of his famous experiment, such as having all women and having additional “teachers.” Whose experiment consisted of a “learner,” who supposedly had a heart condition, and a “teacher,” who was told to administer electric shocks to the “learner” by pushing the button?

ANSWER: Stanley Milgram
4.
It started on Washington DC’s WRC radio in 1945, before moving to broadcast TV in 1947, making it the longest running TV show currently on the air.  It moved to a 60 minute format in 1992, just after the current host, a devout Buffalo Bills fan, took over.  What is this top-rated Sunday morning news program aired on NBC and hosted by Tim Russert?

ANSWER: Meet the Press
5.
This Virginia city was once called Teasville and swallowed up Basic City in 1923. It is the home of telecom company nTelos (en-tel-ohs) and gets tourism due to being at the southern end of the Shenandoah National Park. What city in Augusta County, Virginia, is about 15 miles to the east of Staunton? 

ANSWER: Waynesboro, Virginia

All questions ©2006 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

