Virginia High School League Scholastic Bowl
page 4
2006-07 District Competition

Match #47


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl District competition. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, Adam Fine and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Public discussion of these questions before all VHSL District champions have been determined is prohibited. 

(b)
Releasing these questions to entities outside your District’s competition is prohibited. 

First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each
1.
The noted non-alcohol methanal is the simplest type of this class of organic compounds. What consists of an R-group attached to a carbon atom that is single bonded to a hydrogen atom and double-bonded to an oxygen atom?

ANSWER:
aldehydes
2.
Neighborhoods here include Co-op City and Fordham. Landmarks here include the New York Botanical Garden and Yankee Stadium. It is separated from Manhanttan by the Harlem River and from Brooklyn by the East River. What is the northernmost of New York City’s five boroughs?

ANSWER: the Bronx
3.
In November 2005 it switched from carrying Music Choice audio channels to XM Radio stations, which can be found in the 800s.  Regular music channels, such as MTV, VH-1, and Fuse, can be found in the 330s on the menu of what largest satellite TV service provider in the U.S. and main rival of Dish Network?

ANSWER:  DirecTV

4.
His best-selling books include Wired, written after John Belushi’s death, Veil, about the CIA’s “secret wars,” The Agenda, about Bill Clinton’s first term, and All the President’s Men, about his dealings with “Deep Throat” during Watergate. What Washington Post Reporter has re-entered the spotlight in recent months with his novels about the Bush Administration: Bush at War, Plan of Attack and State of Denial? 

ANSWER: Bob Woodward
5.
For mortgages, it is the house, and for a car loan, it is the car itself. A loan that doesn’t have it is said to be “unsecured.” When making a loan, what is the name given to the asset offered as a payment guarantee, that can then be taken if the loan is not paid back?

ANSWER: collateral
6.
Composer Ferruccio (fay-roo-CHEE-oh) Busoni’s (boo-SOH-neez) essay “Sketch of a New Aesthetic of Music” greatly influenced the movement.  Russian and Italian artists both founded movements with this name, while sculptor Umberto Boccioni (botch-ee-OH-nee) led the way with his Unique Forms of Continuity in Space.  Speed and technology were dominating themes in which art movement founded by Filippo Marinetti that attempted to evoke times after today? 
ANSWER:  Futurism 

7.
What mood is the verb were in the sentence, “If I were a rich man, I’d buy a house”?

ANSWER: subjunctive
8.
This river is formed near Asheville, North Carolina, and unusually for rivers on the East Coast, flows westward through southwestern Virginia and into West Virginia, where it joins the Gauley River to form the Kanawha. What river flows past Radford, Virginia, and despite its name, might be one of the oldest rivers in the world?

ANSWER: New River

9.
It was discovered in 1847 and originally mixed with gunpowder and sold as “Swedish Blasting Oil,” but its unfortunate tendency to blow up led Alfred Nobel to mix it with inert materials to form dynamite. Its molecular mass is 227 and its chemical formula is C3H5N3O9.  Name this explosive also used as a heart medication.

ANSWER:
nitroglycerine

10.
The doctor who attended him, John Moran, stated that he “did not die under the effect of any intoxicant, nor was the smell of liquor upon his breath or his person.” On January 19 of every year since 1949, his grave has been visited in the early hours of the morning by a mysterious visitor who leaves roses and cognac. What writer was found deliriously wandering the streets of Baltimore on October 3, 1849, dying four days later? 

ANSWER: Edgar Allan Poe
11.
He wrote The Gambler to make money to pay off his gambling debts. Although Poor Folk, his first novel, was well-received, his follow-up, The Double, was not. During a prison term in Siberia, he began having epileptic seizures, which served as the basis for Prince Myshkin’s seizures during The Idiot. What Russian writer is perhaps best-known, however, for writing Crime and Punishment and The Brothers Karamazov? 

ANSWER: Fyodor Dostoyevsky
12.
This layer of the sun averages temperatures in the area of 5800 Kelvin.  Composed of convection cells, what layer of the sun contains prominences and sunspots and gets its name because it is the point where the gases that make up the sun stop being transparent?

ANSWER: photosphere
13.
Its name derives from the Italian, as in England, France, and Spain it was originally called the sackbut.  Beethoven used it in the last movement of his Fifth Symphony, while Richard Wagner (REE-card VAHG-nur) used a contrabass one in his Ring cycle.  Identify this brass instrument where players change pitch by lengthening the tube with a slide.

ANSWER:  trombone
14.
Its third wave believes that its second wave focused too much on white, middle-class women. Its first wave was a term coined during its second wave to describe the suffragette and other equal rights movements of the 19th century. What word describes the variety of beliefs about how to remedy inequality between men and women?

ANSWER: feminism or feminist
15.
This African country’s population is mostly Oromo, Tigray and Amhara (AHM-hah-rah). What nation lost its coastline on the Red Sea when Eritrea (ay-rih-TRAY-uh) declared independence in 1993 and has a capital at Addis Ababa?

ANSWER: Ethiopia
Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each
Set A questions have an “A” after their number; set B questions have a “B.” 

1A.
What tsar of Russia abolished serfdom and attempted to liberalize Russia during his reign from 1855 to 1881? 

ANSWER: Alexander II (do not prompt or accept “Alexander” by itself)

1B.
What treaty went into effect on January 1, 1994, and removed tariffs on goods shipped between Canada, the US and Mexico? 

ANSWER: North American Free Trade Agreement or NAFTA
2A.
In what geological epoch are we currently living?

ANSWER:
Holocene (HAW-loh-seen)

2B.
How many characters were searching for an author in Luigi Pirandello’s play?

ANSWER: six

3A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. In simplest terms, what is 5/12 divided by 7/10?

ANSWER:
25/42
3B.
Force equals mass times acceleration is what law?

ANSWER:
Newton’s second law of motion

4A.
What five-letter adjective refers either to a set with zero elements, or to something that does not contain anything?

ANSWER: empty

4B.
TWO ANSWERS REQUIRED.  Played by Jason Priestley and Shannen Doherty, what are the names of the twins from Minnesota who moved to California on “Beverly Hills 90210”?


ANSWER:  Brandon and Brenda Walsh

5A.
“Waiting on the World to Change” was the first single of 2006 by what Grammy Award-winning artist of the songs “Daughters” and “Your Body Is a Wonderland”?

ANSWER:  John Mayer

5B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the product of 1 plus 6i and 4 minus 3i?

ANSWER:
22 plus 21i
6A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  In simplest terms, what is the probability of a 60 percent free throw shooter missing three consecutive free throws?

ANSWER:
.064 or 6.4 percent or 8/125
6B.
The story of Eliezer (eh-LEE-ay-zer), a Hungarian teenager, is told in what memoir of the Holocaust by Elie (EE-lee) Wiesel (WEE-sell)? 

ANSWER: Night

7A.
What Englishman wrote the novels Catherine and Vanity Fair?

ANSWER: William Makepeace Thackeray
7B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the center of a circle whose equation is the quantity x plus 3 squared plus y squared equals 64?

ANSWER:
(-3, 0) (x equals negative three and y equals zero) 

8A.
What man, the current monarch of the Vatican City State, received criticism in September for quoting remarks from a 14th century Byzantine emperor that are considered to be detrimental to Islam?

ANSWER: Pope Benedict XVI
8B.
During the Hejra (HEHJ-ruh), Mohammad fled from Mecca to what city?

ANSWER: Medina (meh-DYE-nuh) or Yathrib (YAH-thrib)

9A.
What Italian-French astronomer discovered Jupiter’s Great Red Spot and the four largest moons of Saturn, as well as the “gap” in Saturn’s rings? 

ANSWER: Jacques Cassini

9B.
What does the t stand for in tRNA?

ANSWER:
transfer
10A.
On May 24, 1883, it was opened, allowing traffic to cross the East River. What structure went on sale shortly after? 

ANSWER: Brooklyn Bridge
10B.
Theodosius the Great banned their use in Egypt in 391 AD. What writing system remained a mystery until the discovery of the Rosetta Stone?

ANSWER: hieroglyphics 

Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each

1.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the remainder when 742 is divided by 13?

ANSWER:
1
2.
This work of literature starts with a description of the bubonic plague that struck Florence in 1348. Ten young nobles flee the city and go to a countryside villa for two weeks. To pass the time, they each agree to tell ten short stories. What collection of short stories is the most famous work of Giovanni Boccaccio (boh-kah-CHEE-oh)? 

ANSWER: The Decameron
3.
It is marked by a noise called stridor (STRIGH-dor). Its seven main triggers are stress, exercise, early childhood infections, industrial compounds, air pollution, medications, and allergens. What airway-narrowing respiratory disease is usually treated with an inhaler?

ANSWER:
asthma
4.
Comedian Eddie Cantor coined a nickname for this charity’s first fundraising drive; it became the official name in 1979. After the success of the Salk and Sabin vaccines, it decided to use its influence to focus on premature births, infant mortality and birth defects. FDR founded what charity, originally the National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis, that in 1938 asked Americans to contribute ten cents each? 
ANSWER: March of Dimes (accept “National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis” before it is said)

5.
The Latter-Day Saints do not consider this Bible book to be authoritative. It is often considered an allegory of the relationship between Christ and His Church, or that between God and Israel. The Friends of the Beloved, the Beloved and the Lover are all characters in what Bible book that celebrates passionate love?

ANSWER: Song of Solomon or Song of Songs
6.
This Germanic language was called a “disease of the throat.” It has 27 letters, with the combination “IJ” considered a separate letter. Political concerns prevent this language’s Flemish dialect from being considered a separate language. What language is spoken in places like Haarlem, Rotterdam and Amsterdam?

ANSWER: Dutch

7.
Like Nat Turner, he was born in Southampton County, Virginia. His original owner, Peter Blow, moved to Missouri. He was sold to Army doctor John Emerson. Emerson took him to his postings in Illinois and Wisconsin, where slavery was forbidden. After Emerson’s death, he sued to gain his freedom. What slave’s case led to an infamous Supreme Court ruling of 1856 that ruled the Missouri Compromise un-Constitutional?  

ANSWER: Dred Scott
8.
One of his final acts in office was to grant clemency to Robin Lovitt in November 2005, sparing him from the death penalty.  A co-founder of Nextel, he was named as one of the top five governors by Time magazine.  Who is this former governor, who announced recently that he would not run for President, but has not ruled out running for Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia again in 2009?

ANSWER: Mark Warner
9.
Known as Carya (KAR-yuh) illinoinensis (ih-lih-NOY-nen-sis), it is the state tree of Texas.  Name this deciduous tree that produces an oval to oblong dark brown nut which is used with corn syrup to make a sweet custard pie. 

ANSWER:
pecan
10.
The PDGA lists 31 courses devoted to this sport in the state of Virginia.  Instead of holes, players throw the objects into numbered baskets, while the Innova company sells drivers and putters, such as the Aviar. What sport is played over an 18-hole course using Frisbees?

ANSWER:  disc golf (accept “Frisbee golf” until “Frisbee”)

11.
It was founded by Matthew Ruark as an airplane manufacturer, and became a railway brake maker after World War I. It then started making motorcycles. It bought the Dixi company in 1928 and entered the automobile industry. It owned the Rover Group between 1984 and 2000, and still makes the MINI brand of automobile. What car maker is headquartered in Munich, the capital of the German state of Bavaria?

ANSWER: BMW AG or Bayern Motoren Worke AG or Bavarian Motor Works
12.
What stochastic process named after a Scottish botanist was explained by Albert Einstein and demonstrated by random movements of dust particles floating on water?

ANSWER:
Brownian motion
13.
Version 4 uses only 32 bits for them, limiting the unique numbers to around 4.2 billion. The first of four octets is the network ID and the last three octets are the host ID. Name this number standard that gives each computer connected to the internet a unique number.

ANSWER: IP address
14.
This word can mean to keep for a period of time, such as with a grudge or a drink. What is this word that comes to us from a Latin word meaning “suckle,” that either refers to a healthcare professional that assists a doctor, or a woman breastfeeding an infant?

ANSWER: nurse
15.
In the movie Class Act, rapper Play participated in this activity, winning for his school.  On the TV show King of the Hill, Bobby was on his school’s team, demonstrating his expertise in popular culture.  PACE, NAQT and the VHSL are organizations that sponsor what activity in which up to eight of you in this room are playing right now?

ANSWER:  high school quizbowl (or Scholastic Bowl, or academic competition; accept close equivalents)

Spare questions 

Be sure to mark off questions as they are used. Replace, when possible, a discarded question with a spare in that area (i.e. science for science, English for English, etc.) 

1.
He died in 1596 during an attack on Puerto Rico. His raid at Cadiz (KAH-dees) delayed the Spanish Armada’s sailing for a year, and with Lord Howard, he defeated the Spanish Armada in 1588. In 1579, he had landed somewhere along the northern Pacific Coast, claiming the area north of New Spain for England during his voyage around the world. The Golden Hind was the flagship of what English pirate? 

ANSWER: (Sir) Francis Drake
2.
They can bring with them either convective or orographic precipitation, depending on the driving forces behind the air masses.  Represented on weather maps by a pattern of either triangles or semicircles are what features, which usually identify a boundary between warm and cold air masses?

ANSWER: fronts
3.
A hexagon has 9, a square has 2, and an n-gon has n times (n minus 3) divided by 2.  Name this line segment that connects non-adjacent vertices of a polygon that shares its name with the direction a chess bishop moves. 

ANSWER:
diagonal
4.
He weighs “a seventh of a ton” and in his more athletic days served in the army of his native Montenegro. He spends four hours a day tending to his orchids and dealing with his three servants: the gardener Theodore Horstmann, the cook Fritz Brenner and his assistant, fellow detective Archie Goodwin. Rex Stout created what corpulent detective that rarely left his New York brownstone?

ANSWER: Nero Wolfe
5.
The donkey is the sacred animal associated with this Roman goddess, as the braying of one of them kept Priapus away.  Numa Pompilius started her sacred fire in her temple on the Palatine Hill, which burned until 394 AD.  What Roman goddess of the hearth, the counterpart to the Greek Hestia, had her temple maintained by a group of Virgins?


ANSWER:  Vesta (do not accept “Hestia” as it says Roman goddess in the first sentence)
All questions ©2006 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

