Virginia High School League Scholastic Bowl
page 1
2007 Region Competition

Match #1


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl Region competitions. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, Adam Fine and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions.

Regions must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Public discussion of these questions before all VHSL Region champions have been determined is prohibited. 

(b)
Releasing these questions to entities outside your Region’s competition is prohibited. 

First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each
1.
He was the music director for the five largest churches in Hamburg until his death in 1767, when he was succeeded by his godson, Carl Philipp Emmanuel Bach.  His works are given TWV numbers, and include “Tafelmusik” (tah-fell-MOO-seek) and “The Death of Jesus.” Who is this German, listed by Guinness as the most prolific composer of all time, with over 800 credited works?

ANSWER: Georg Philipp Telemann (teh-LAY-mahn)
2.
One of these is “proper” or “full” when ever node has zero or two children. Name these computer science structures which can be transversed by pre-order, in-order or post-order.

ANSWER: Binary search Trees (prompt on “tree” or “search tree”)
3.
This poem, and its French translation, “Au champ d’honneur” (oh SHAWM daw-NER) appear on Canadian $10 bills. It is read every November 11 by Canadian students during Remembrance Day ceremonies. Its second stanza begins, “We are the Dead,” and states that “and now we lie” at the title location. What 1915 John McCrae poem begins by saying, “the poppies blow / Between the crosses, row on row?” 

ANSWER: “In Flanders Fields” (ask for more information on “Flanders Fields”)

4.
In 1910, it swallowed up the former city of Manchester. Attractions in this city include the Diamond ballpark, the Landmark Theater (once called the Mosque), and the headquarters of Reynolds Metals and Philip Morris. What city, the home of Virginia Commonwealth University, is the capital of the Commowealth?

ANSWER: Richmond, Virginia

5.
Her parents were from Belarus, but they moved to Siberia after Chernobyl.  At age 7, she left Siberia for the Nick Bollettieri (boh-lay-tee-AY-ree) Tennis Academy, and by 2003 she was named WTA Newcomer of the Year.  Who is this 2004 Wimbledon and 2006 U.S. Open champion, known in commercials to “make every shot a power shot”?

ANSWER: Maria Sharapova 

6.
K equals hf minus phi (rhymes with “pie”) is the equation for what phenomenon whose explanation won Albert Einstein the 1921 Nobel Prize in Physics?

ANSWER: photoelectric effect
7.
Players for this franchise who have had their numbers retired include wide receiver Don Hutson, linebacker Ray Nitschke (NITCH-kee), and defensive end Reggie White.  Publicly owned by over 111,000 shareholders, which NFL franchise was led by quarterbacks Bart Starr in the 1960s and Brett Favre (FARV) beginning in the 1990s?

ANSWER: Green Bay Packers (accept either)

8.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  In the parabola y equals quantity (x plus 4) end quantity squared, what two values of x give a y value of 36?

ANSWER: x equals two and x equals negative 10 (either order is acceptable)

9.
The standard one is $5,000 for a single person or $10,000 for a married couple filing jointly. If someone itemizes them, they must file a Schedule A in addition to their Form 1040. State and local taxes, charitable contributions and home mortgage interest are among what group of expenses that can be subtracted from taxable income?

ANSWER: tax deductions (or deductibles)

10.
Chapters in this 1924 novel include, “Professor Godbole” (gawd-BOH-lay), “Description of Chandrapore,” “Description of caves” and “Mrs Moore leaves India.” Its three parts are called “Mosque,” “Caves” and “Temple.” Characters include Ronny Heaslop and Cyril Fielding, but what novel by E.M. Forster centers around Dr. Aziz being accused by Adela Quested of committing rape? 

ANSWER: A Passage to India
11.
In 1985, this play had a revival, but with Sally Struthers and Rita Moreno playing the title roles, now named “Florence” and “Olive.”  A new revival in 2002 updated the jokes and turned upstairs neighbors Gwendolyn and Cecily into Ynes (EE-nays) and Julia. The experiences of a divorced brother moving in with a roommate inspired Neil Simon to write what play that featured slob Oscar Madison and neatnik Felix Unger? 

ANSWER: The Odd Couple
12.
The first Act with this name was passed in 1793, but by the 1840s, several Northern states had passed “Personal Liberty Laws” forbidding any state official from enforcing it. Southerners then demanded, and got, a stronger law, which Northerners continued to ignore. What part of the Compromise of 1850 toughened the penalty for assisting the escape of a slave?

ANSWER: Fugitive Slave Act (or Law)

13.
Studies conducted since 2000 have found no link between it and working in an office, which often requires computer typing. Squeezing of the flexor tendons and median nerve produce what syndrome occurs place in the wrist and may be caused by excessive typing?

ANSWER: carpal tunnel syndrome

14.
Jamie Fritz, a contract letter carrier, got six months for “forgetting” to deliver absentee ballots to voters in this town. Former interim police chief Ben Surber has to pay $5,000 back to this southwestern Virginia town. Its former mayor, Ben Cooper, pleaded guilty in November to 243 felonies. What Wise County town, hit with an election-fixing scandal, has a similar name to a hiking trail that runs from Maine to Georgia? 

ANSWER: Appalachia, Virginia

15.
During this event, northern hemisphere marsupials became entirely extinct, and those animals with calcite shells or structures suffered great losses.  Scientists believe that high levels of iridium in the soil are an identifying feature of this event.  What event, which took place 65 million years ago, marks the extinction of the dinosaurs and the end of the Cretaceous Period?

ANSWER: K-T Boundary or Event (accept, before Cretaceous is said, Cretaceous Extinction or Cretaceous-Tertiary Extinction)

Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each
Set A questions have an “A” after their number; set B questions have a “B.” 

1A.
How many worlds, each with four levels, were contained in the video game Super Mario Brothers?
ANSWER: eight
1B.
A curse Matthew Maule placed on the Pyncheon family, that is broken when Holgrave married Phoebe, is at the center of what American novel?

ANSWER: The House of the Seven Gables
2A.
To the nearest Kelvin, what is the boiling point of water?

ANSWER: 373 Kelvin

2B.
Who was installed by the French as Emperor of Mexico, ruling between 1864 and 1867?

ANSWER: Emperor Maximilian (I) of Mexico

3A.
What six-letter word, describing buying and selling of church offices, originates in the name of a magician who converted to Christianity and tried to buy spiritual gifts? 

ANSWER: simony
3B.
What character in the Bible had friends named Shadrach (shad-RAK), Meshach (mee-SHAK) and Abednego (ah-BED-neh-goh)? 

ANSWER: Daniel
4A.
Who ruled the Roman Empire between 284 and 305, establishing the “Tetrarchy” and dividing the Empire into two? 

ANSWER: Diocletian
4B.
What vitamin is used to treat beriberi?

ANSWER: thiamine or B1
5A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the surface area of a sphere of diameter 26 feet?

ANSWER: 676 pi square feet (prompt if units are not included)
5B.
In January 2007, Cal Ripken, Jr. will join Honus Wagner, Ernie Banks, and Ozzie Smith as Hall of Famers who primarily played which infield position?

ANSWER: shortstop
6A.
Joseph Kabila (kah-BEE-luh) has emerged as the winner of the Presidential election in what large African country?

ANSWER: Democratic Republic of the Congo, DRC or Congo-Kinshasha (prompt on “Congo,” and grudgingly accept “Zaire”)

6B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  Assuming everything matches, how many different outfit combinations are possible with 6 blouses, 4 skirts, and 5 pairs of shoes?

ANSWER: 120 outfit combinations

7A.
What 1976 Nobel Prize winning economist died on November 16 at age 94?

ANSWER: Milton Friedman
7B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  How much wood could a woodchuck chuck in a week if a woodchuck could chuck three cords an hour?

ANSWER: 504 cords (prompt if units are not included)
8A.
What is the name of the noun or noun clause to which a pronoun refers?

ANSWER: antecedent

8B. 
Archers of St. Hadrian was a group portrait by which Dutch Baroque painter, best known for The Laughing Cavalier?

ANSWER:  Frans Hals
9A.
On April 11, 1951, who was relieved of command in Korea by President Truman?

ANSWER: Douglas MacArthur
9B.
Name any of the three largest national credit bureaus in the United States. 

ANSWER: Experian, Equifax or TransUnion
10A.
What kind of prime number is one less than a prime power of two?

ANSWER: Mersenne prime

10B.
What Roman poet was exiled in 8 A.D. to modern-day Romania for writing the poem “The Art of Love” and for possibly sleeping with a relative of Augustus? 

ANSWER: Ovid
Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each

1.
It was founded by Michel Aflaq (ah-FLAK), in 1947, with branches in several countries. Its symbol optimistically portrays its flag flying over the silhouette of a map of Muslim North Africa and the Middle East. Its motto is “Unity, Freedom, Socialism,” and its name means “renaissance” in Arabic. What political party has ruled Syria since 1963 and Iraq between 1963 and 2003, but is not known for its “clean” governing?

ANSWER: Arab Socialist Ba’ath Party

2.
In his 1202 work, Liber Abaci (LEE-ber ah-BAH-kee), he introduced to Europe Arabic mathematical concepts such as the decimal point. He is, however, most familiar for discovering a number sequence whose consecutive terms approach the golden ratio. What Italian’s number sequence’s first six terms are 1, 1, 2, 3, 5 and 8?

ANSWER: Fibonacci or Leonardo Pisano (pee-SAH-noh) or Leonardo of Pisa 

3.
It is the full first name of the famous biologist Attenborough that produced several BBC shows. It was the last name of the painter who produced The Death of Marat, Jacques-Louis (ZHACK-LOO-ee). What name is most familiar as the Biblical king that slew the giant Goliath?

ANSWER: David 

4.
Cities in this country include Kuopio (koo-AW-pee-oh), Tampere (tahm-PAY-ray) and Turku (TOOR-koo). It is bordered on the west by the Gulf of Bothnia and the south by the Baltic Sea. Suomi (SOO-aw-mee) is the name natives give to what country whose capital is Helsinki? 

ANSWER: Finland
5.
Born in 1962, he graduated from Owen Paterson High School, excelling in football and hockey.  He worked as a programmer for Metacortex, but away from work he was one of Capital City’s most notorious computer hackers – that is, until he was offered a choice of two pills by Morpheus.  Who is this man, alias Thomas A Anderson, portrayed by Keanu Reeves in “The Matrix” trilogy?

ANSWER:  Neo (accept “(Mr.) Thomas Anderson” until mentioned; prompt on “The One”)

6.
These structures are produced after the liver produces a protein called thrombopoietin (THRAWM-boh-poy-eh-tin). When they come into contact with collagen, they release coagulation factors to enable clotting. Name these bloodstream structures that are more numerous than white blood cells but less numerous than red blood cells. 

ANSWER: platelets

7.
She composed a victory song after the crossing of the Red Sea. In chapter 12 of Numbers, she condemned the dark skin of her Cushite sister-in-law. What prophetess was the sister of Aaron and Moses? 

ANSWER: Miriam
8.
His father was a circus worker; his mother was Mr. and Mrs. Hines’ daughter. He killed his adoptive father, Mr. McEachern. After arriving in Jefferson, he became Joanna Burden’s lover, but killed her as well. He ultimately died at the hand of bounty hunter Percy Grimm in Reverend Hightower’s kitchen. What character in Faulkner’s Light in August was found on the orphanage steps on December 25? 

ANSWER: Joe Christmas
9.
In 1936, its members got their wish – five years after their protest, but nine years ahead of schedule. Its defeat did not break the Posse Comitatus (caw-mih-TAH-tus) Act, since Washington, DC, was governed by Congress. On July 28, 1931, Army forces led by Douglas MacArthur dispersed what group of 10,000 that had marched on Washington seeking early payment of money promised to World War I veterans?

ANSWER: Bonus Army or Bonus Expeditionary Force

10.
When a Spanish speaker refers to “miércoles” (mee-AIR-koh-lays), he is referring to what day of the week?

ANSWER: Wednesday

11.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the value of three to the fifth power plus ten squared minus seven cubed?

ANSWER: zero
12.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the molecular mass of pyridine (pee-rih-DEEN), a base with formula C5H5N?

ANSWER: 79
13.
He started work for the Finance Ministry in 1947, but left after a year to pursue writing fulltime, publishing his first novels, Thieves and Confessions of a Mask, soon after. Although he did not serve in World War II, he joined the Self-Defense forces in 1967, forming the right-wing Shield Society. What author of the The Sea of Fertility series is best-known for launching a failed coup in 1970 and then committing seppuku?

ANSWER: Yukio Mishima (accept Mishima Yukio, as well)

14.
After she married Prince Arthur in 1501, the “sweating sickness” made her a widow. She testified that her marriage had never been consummated, allowing a marriage to her brother-in-law. She became Queen for twenty-four years, longer than her five successors – combined. Her only surviving child was Mary I – not the male heir her father had been hoping for. Who is this woman, the first wife of Henry VIII?

ANSWER: Catherine of Aragon (ask for more information on “Catherine”)

15. 
It is surrounded by the river Gjoll (JALL), which is filled with knives flowing in it.  The giantess Modgud guards its only entrance, a bridge that emits a loud sound when a living person steps on it.  What is this realm located at the bottom of Niflheim, the land of the dead ruled by the daughter of Loki and Angerboda?

ANSWER:  Helheim (prompt on “Niflheim” until mentioned)

Spare questions 

Be sure to mark off questions as they are used. Replace, when possible, a discarded question with a spare in that area (i.e. science for science, English for English, etc.) 

1.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  How many ounces are in 42 pounds?

ANSWER: 672 ounces

2.
These creatures have cells called pinacocytes (pih-nah-KOH-sights) that form a “skin” of sorts, structures called spicules that form a “skeleton,” and cells called porocytes that regulate water intake – important, since they live in water and are often immobile as adults. Considered to be the simplest type of animal, what members of the phylum Porifera (poh-RIH-fer-uh) are seen in cartoons wearing square pants?

ANSWER: sponges (accept Poriferae before it is said in the question)
3.
He wrote novels such as The Roman Spring of Mrs. Stone, but he is better known for plays such as Sweet Bird of Youth and Suddenly, Last Summer. Another play, The Rose Tattoo, won the Tony Award for Best Play in 1951. He won the New York Drama Critics’ Circle Awards for The Night of the Iguana and The Glass Menagerie. What playwright won Pulitzers for Cat on a Hot Tin Roof and A Streetcar Named Desire?

ANSWER: Tennessee Williams
4.
After this battle, General Henry Clinton remarked, “A few more such victories would surely put an end to British Dominion in America.” Despite a British victory, the siege of Boston was not lifted. The third British charge was successful, as the Americans had run out of ammunition. At what battle fought on June 17, 1775, did an American officer supposedly say, “Don’t fire until you see the whites of their eyes?”

ANSWER: Battle of Bunker Hill
5.
Teddy Riley discovered this man and his friend Chad Hugo when both attended Princess Anne High School.  He wrote one of the verses to Wreckx-n-Effect’s “Rump Shaker,” and he co-produced Nelly’s “Hot in Herre” and Britney Spears’s “I’m a Slave 4U” as part of the Neptunes.  Who is this music producer, a recent collaborator with Gwen Stefani on “Hollaback Girl” and Ludacris on “Money Maker”?

ANSWER:  Pharrell Williams (accept either) 

All questions ©2006 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

