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2006-07 Region Competition

Match #4

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl Region competitions. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, Adam Fine and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions.

Regions must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Public discussion of these questions before all VHSL Regions champions have been determined is prohibited. 

(b)
Releasing these questions to entities outside your Region’s competition is prohibited. 

First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each
1.
Her first notable performance was as a teenager who tried to seduce Cary Elwes (ELL-ways) in The Crush. Roles in three videos for the songs “Cryin’,” “Amazing,” and “Crazy” by Aerosmith followed, but by 1997 her career declined after the flop Excess Baggage.  What actress hit her heyday in the mid-1990s with her role as spoiled girl Cher in the movie Clueless?

ANSWER: Alicia Silverstone
2.
 This novel’s main character, Arriety Clock, gets her family in trouble, forcing them to move from place to place. Several sequels to this novel show them “Afield,” “Afloat,” “Aloft” and “Avenged.” The “human beans” are the villains in what novel by Mary Norton about a family of “little people”? 

ANSWER: The Borrowers (Do not accept “The Littles,” as that series featured a family called, appropriately enough, the Littles.)

3.
The rock scoria is formed in a similar way to this rock. For several years after Krakatoa’s eruption, unusual 75-foot-long floating islands were found in the Pacific. These islands were made of what igneous rock, today used as an abrasive, made when gas is trapped in cooling magma? 

ANSWER: pumice
4.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the surface area of a brick of dimensions 2 feet, 3 feet, and 4 feet?

ANSWER: 52 square feet
5.
NUMBER MUST BE PROVIDED. His marriage to the commoner Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon was seen as a modern gesture. He was the last British monarch to use the titles of “Emperor of India” and “King of Ireland.” Who was the United Kingdom’s monarch between 1936 and 1952, the predecessor to Elizabeth II? 

ANSWER: George VI (there will be no prompting on “George.”)

6. 
His two horses are the Grey of Macha (MAH-chah) and the Black Sanglain.  His spear, the Gae Bulga, made him nearly unbeatable in battle, but he ultimately died after being weakened by eating dog meat.  Lugaid’s spears did in both the Grey of Macha and what hero of the Irish Ulster cycle?

ANSWER: Cuchulainn (koo-CHOO-lain)
7.
Proton conductors are solid examples of them, although they are usually seen as dissolved ions, such as sodium, potassium and calcium. Name this type of substance that, when dissolved in water, conducts electricity and is contained, along with sugar, in sports drinks. 

ANSWER: electrolytes
8.
This trilogy’s three parts were published in 1930, 1932 and 1936, and it was a follow up to Three Soldiers, Manhattan Transfer and One Man’s Initiation: 1917, which, like this trilogy’s second part, contained a year in the title. The 42nd Parallel, 1919 and The Big Money are the three parts of what trilogy by John Dos Passos that shares a three-letter name with the country in which you are currently located?
ANSWER: U.S.A. trilogy (do not accept America, United States, etc.)

9.
After a drunken hit and run accident and being outwitted by the “Torso Murderer,” he resigned as Cleveland’s Director of Public Safety in 1942. Fifteen years earlier, he had joined the Treasury Department and led enforcement of the Volstead Act. 
Who selected and led a group of eleven agents to break up bootlegging operations, a group known as “The Untouchables?”

ANSWER: Eliot Ness
10.
TWO ANSWERS REQUIRED. The Tripoli Agreement was signed in February, stopping hostilities between these two countries. But in November 2006, “a state of war” once again existed, this time fueled by events in the neighboring Central African Republic. What are these two countries, one notable for being “hanging” in the 2004 U.S. Presidential election, the other notable for having a civil war in its Darfur region?

ANSWER: Chad and Sudan

11.
This word once referred to an old style of suitcase that opened into two parts. Lewis Carroll in Through the Looking-Glass coined its modern meaning. Words like “slithy” are examples of what type of words, created by fusing the sound and meaning of two or more independent words?

ANSWER: portmanteau (port-man-TOH)

12.
In 1893, this building at 511 10th Street NW (Northwest) in Washington collapsed and killed 22 War Department clerks, giving it even more of a “cursed” reputation. In 1970, it opened for the same use it had 105 years ago. On the night of April 14, 1865, Our American Cousin was playing at what building to an audience that included Abraham Lincoln? 

ANSWER: Ford’s Theater National Historic Site

13.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the molecular mass of nitric acid, a substance with chemical formula HNO3?

ANSWER: 63
14.
Jay Garner and Congressman John Murtha are officially credited as sources in this book, but former Chief of Staff Andrew Card, though uncredited, was a likely source of the most revealing details.  What 2006 book by Bob Woodward, laced with interviews with members of the Bush administration, is critical of the president’s handling of Iraq after the 2003 invasion?

ANSWER: State of Denial:  Bush at War, Part III

15.
It usually starts when the bank or other creditor serves a summons. After that, a lis pendens (lees pen-dens) is filed with the local court, causing the homeowner’s credit rating to get lowered. Ultimately, the house is then sold at auction. By what process can a bank “take back” a home when its owner fails to pay the mortgage? 

ANSWER: home foreclosures

Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each
Set A questions have an “A” after their number; set B questions have a “B.” 

1A.
The State Duma (DOO-mah) and the Federation Council are the two houses of what nation’s parliament?

ANSWER: Russia or Russian Federation (DO NOT ACCEPT Soviet Union)

1B.
What are the four demonstrative pronouns in English?

ANSWER: this, that, these and those
2A.
The endocrine system produces what type of chemical that serve as messengers between cells or organs?

ANSWER: hormones

2B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  Solve for x in the equation, x to the minus three power plus 25/54 equals one-half.

ANSWER: x equals three
3A.
What angel, in Christian belief, gave the Annunciation to the Virgin Mary and, in Islamic belief, revealed the Qur’an to Mohammad? 

ANSWER: The Archangel Gabriel or Jibreel
3B.
Jonas Salk and Albert Sabin both developed vaccines for what crippling disease? 

ANSWER: polio or poliomyelitis (poh-lee-oh-my-eh-LIGH-tiss)

4A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the cosecant of 90 degrees?

ANSWER: one
4B.
The treachery of Ephialtes (eh-FEE-ul-teez) enabled the Persians to get around the Greek-held mountain pass and thus win what battle in 480 BC?

ANSWER: Thermopylae
5A.
What two-digit number, the number of a popular bar in 19th century Greenwich Village, is used as slang for either, “to throw away” or “to refuse to serve?”

ANSWER: eighty-six
5B.
What first single off of Jojo’s second album, The High Road, peaked at #3 on the Billboard chart in the fall of 2006?

ANSWER: “Too Little Too Late”
6A. 
Eden appears on the left, while Hell appears on the right of what three-panel painting by Hieronymus Bosch that currently hangs in the Prado (PRAH-doh) Museum?

ANSWER: The Garden of Earthly Delights
6B.
Nick Carraway dates, and breaks up with, what golfer during the course of The Great Gatsby? 

ANSWER: Jordan Baker 

7A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. In simplest terms, what is 1/10 plus 3/8 plus 1/2?

ANSWER: 39/40

7B.
Who was Abraham Lincoln’s first Vice-President?

ANSWER: Hannibal Hamlin
8A.
Challenger Deep is the deepest part of what landmark, where the Pacific Plate is being forced under the Phillippine Plate?

ANSWER: Marianas Trench

8B.
Thaksin (thak-SEEN) Shinawatra (shee-nah-WAH-trah) was overthrown in a bloodless coup on September 19 in what country?

ANSWER: Thailand
9A.
The crew of the HMAV Bounty committed their famous mutiny after leaving what South Pacific island and its breadfruit trees?

ANSWER: Tahiti
9B.
Sine divided by cosine equals what trig function?

ANSWER: tangent
10A.
The presence of an accent (ahk-SAWN) circonflexe (seer-KAWN-fleks) over a French vowel usually means that what letter followed that vowel in the Latin root?

ANSWER: s
10B.
By definition, a person with alopecia (ah-loh-PEE-see-uh) lacks what?

ANSWER: hair
Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each

1.
His autobiography, Surprised by Joy, recounts his conversion to Christianity and not his marriage to Joy Gresham. His last novel, Till We Have Faces, retells the Cupid and Psyche story. His Space Triology consists of Out of the Silent Planet, Perelandra and That Hideous Strength. His Christian apologetics include Miracles, The Problem of Pain and Mere Christianity. What writer is best-known for his Chronicles of Narnia? 

ANSWER: C.S. Lewis
2.
He is the main character of Marc Brown’s most prominent series of children’s books. His friends include Muffy Crosswire, Francine Frensky, Binky Barnes and Buster Baxter. He has two younger sisters, baby Kate and pre-school aged Dora Winifred, or “D.W.” All of these characters are human-like animals. What most famous of literary aardvarks is also the title character of a PBS Kids television series? 

ANSWER: Arthur Timothy Read (accept Arthur the Aardvark)

3.
When it was placed in the temple of the Philistine god Dagon (DAY-gawn), Dagon was found the next morning prostrate before it. The Philistines then returned it to the Israelites, who later put it in the Holy of Holies. What object contained the stone tablets of the Ten Commandments and was the symbol of the Lord’s presence, and was sought by Indiana Jones? 
ANSWER: The Ark of the Covenant (accept Ark of God, Ark of the Testimony or Ark of the Lord – if the answer giver can find to a Scripture that says it, accept the answer)
4.
It has chemical formula C29H50O2 and comes in eight isomers, all of which are good for you, since they are antioxidants and can reduce free radicals. Good sources for this vitamin, whose isomers are in tocotrienol (toh-koh-TREE-en-awl) and tocopherol (toh-KOH-fer-awl) classes, include vegetable oils, nuts, whole grains, and fish.  What fat-soluble vitamin is often used in skin lotions?

ANSWER: vitamin E
5.
She has remained in the public eye, running unsuccessfully for her state’s Democratic nomination for Senate in 1992 and 1998, losing to Robert Abrams and Chuck Schumer respectively. She co-hosted Crossfire between 1996 and 1998. She worked in the District Attorney’s office in Queens, New York, before being elected to the House in 1978. After three terms, who was nominated as Walter Mondale’s running mate in 1984?

ANSWER: Geraldine Ferraro
6.
Making its debut in January 2003 at the Macworld EXPO, today it sells for $79 and comes free on all Macintoshes bought from Apple. It is used to handle digital content. Name this software suite that contains Garageband, iDVD, iWEB, iPhotos, iMovies and iTunes.

ANSWER: iLife
7.
Near the earth’s surface, the gravitational type of it is mass times gravitational acceleration times height.  Name this type of energy represented by U that is the energy of position. 
ANSWER: potential energy

8.
After his death, literary tradition has his sons, Melou and Melehan, fighting King Constantine III. In early stories, he was the son of King Lot of Orkney, but later became the illegitimate son of his uncle. He was half (or full) brother to Sir Gawain, and became a Knight of the Round Table. At the battle of Camlann, what treacherous knight killed, and was killed by his uncle, King Arthur? 

ANSWER: Sir Mordred or Modred or Medraut
9.
After the military dictatorship of Gustavo Rojas Pinilla, this country’s Liberal and Conservative parties agreed to alternate Presidential terms. Former President Andres Pastrana granted autonomy to areas controlled by the FARC (fark) and ELN (e-l-n). That was an improvement over Ernesto Samper, who accepted $6 million from the Cali (kah-LEE) drug cartel during the 1998 Presidential election in what South American nation?

ANSWER: Colombia 

10.
This chicken dish is named after a nineteenth century civilian governor of the Shandong province.  The original Sichuan (sih-CHOO-awn) version uses peppercorns, while the American type uses red bell peppers instead, as Sichuan peppercorns were banned until 2005.  Identify this spicy Chinese entrée, usually featuring diced chicken, peanuts, and a reddish-brown sauce.

ANSWER: Kung Pao chicken (or Gong Bao)

11.
Victims of the con artistry in this play include Dapper, Drugger, Tribulation Wholesome, Ananais (an-uh-NIGH-us) and Sir Epicure Mammon. The prostitute Doll Common helps the servant Face, who lets the con game play from his master’s house and the title character, a charlatan named Subtle. When Lovewit returns, the game is up in what play by Ben Jonson where Subtle convinces people he can turn lead into gold? 

ANSWER: The Alchemist
12.
He was Congress’ Secretary of Foreign Affairs between 1784 and 1789, but was limited by the weak central government. While governor of New York between 1795 and 1801, he rejected Alexander Hamilton’s suggestion to gerrymander its congressional districts. What author of five of the Federalist Papers also negotiated a 1794 treaty with the United Kingdom and was the first Chief Justice of the Supreme Court? 

ANSWER: John Jay
13.
This bone gets its name from a belief that it could not be destroyed and enabled resurrection. Made up of five fused bones, what bone is between the two hipbones, the coccyx and the lumbar vertebrae?

ANSWER: sacrum
14.
This dance is the second slowest of the traditional Latin dances, after the bolero.  Distinctive moves include the fan position, the cucaracha (coo-kah-RAH-chah) step, and figure-eight hip rolls.  One of the dances performed on “Dancing with the Stars” is what romantic dance, meant to portray the seduction of a man by a woman, which has a similar name to a vacuum-cleaning robot? 

ANSWER: rumba
15.
Take the real numbers from zero to one. Now, remove the middle third. Take the parts that are left and remove their middle thirds. Repeat this an infinite number of times. The set of every number that is left is a set named for what German mathematician that, despite his name, probably didn’t do any singing?

ANSWER: Cantor

Spare questions 

Be sure to mark off questions as they are used. Replace, when possible, a discarded question with a spare in that area (i.e. science for science, English for English, etc.) 

1.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  Rounded to the nearest yard, what was O. J. Simpson’s per game rushing average in 1973 when he ran for 2003 yards in only 14 games?

ANSWER: 143 yards per game

2.
Deposition is the reverse of this process that requires the sum of the heats of fusion and vaporization.  Name this process, most frequently seen with dry ice, where molecules go directly from solid to vapor phase.

ANSWER: sublimation
3.
He grew up in St. Louis, but after marrying Vivienne Haigh-Wood, stayed in the United Kingdom, becoming a British subject in 1927. He wrote several plays, including The Elder Statesman, Sweeney Agonistes (ah-GOH-nee-steez) and The Cocktail Party, but he is best known for his poetry. Who wrote the poetry book, Old Possum’s Book of Practical Cats, and the poems “Ash Wednesday,” Four Quartets, “The Hollow Men” and The Waste-Land? 

ANSWER: T(homas) S(tearns) Eliot
4.
This city was connected to Manchester in the world’s first railroad between cities. Landmarks in this port include the Albert Dock and the Pier Head. “Scouser” is a nickname for residents of this city next to the Mersey (MAIR-zee) River. What British city is famous as the home of the Beatles? 

ANSWER: Liverpool, United Kingdom

5.
Ronald “Pigpen” McKernan was a key vocalist during this band’s earlier years, but he died of alcohol-related complications in 1973.  Bill Kreutzmann and Mickey Hart were the two drummers of what band whose hits included “Truckin’” and “Touch of Grey”, and were led until his 1995 death by guitarist and singer Jerry Garcia?

ANSWER: The Grateful Dead
All questions ©2006 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

