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2006-07 Region Competition

Match #8

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl Region competitions. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, Adam Fine and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions.

Regions must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Public discussion of these questions before all VHSL Region champions have been determined is prohibited. 

(b)
Releasing these questions to entities outside your Region’s competition is prohibited. 

First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each
1.
Elevated amounts of 14-3-3 proteins are present in the spinal fluid of people with this disease. While usually affecting people over 60, its “variant” form strikes at any age and may have a dietary cause. Named after two German neurologists, it killed George Balanchine in 1983. Name this prion-caused disease that is the human form of mad cow disease.

ANSWER: Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease or CJD
2.
This airline came under fire in November for kicking six Muslim imams off of one of its flights. It was founded as Allegheny Airlines in Pittsburgh, and grew steadily, moving its headquarters to Arlington, Virginia. However, it filed bankruptcy twice in 2002 and 2004. What airline moved its headquarters to Tempe after being bought out by America West and is now offering to buy Delta Air Lines? 

ANSWER: US Airways (prompt on USAir)
3.
It is located near Orange, Virginia, and has over 2,700 acres. The duPont family bought it in 1901 before bequeathing it to the federal government in 1983. What residence of James Madison shares a name with the capital of Vermont?

ANSWER: Montpelier
4.
Shakespeare’s claim of 29 (!) English dead compared to 10,000 enemy dead at this battle is certainly untrue, and his assertion that the English were outnumbered 5-to-1 is probably untrue. Among the dead were Charles d’Albret (dahl-BRAY), the Constable of France. What battle fought on October 25, 1415, was a decisive English victory in the Hundred Years’ War? 

ANSWER: Battle of Agincourt
5.
New York state is turning the house at her farm, Steepletop, into a museum for this poet. Her poem, “Euclid Alone Has Looked On Beauty Bare,” gets comment from mathematicians. She translated, with her lover George Dillon, Baudelaire’s (boh-deh-LAIRZ) Les fleurs de mal (lay flur dih mahl). Her poem “Renascence” (reh-NAY-sens) got her a scholarship to Vassar. Who is best-known for the poem “First Fig,” with the line “My candle burns at both ends?”

ANSWER: Edna St. Vincent Millay
6.
The bowhead whale does not have one.  Its main purpose is stabilization and assisting in sudden turns. Name this type of fin, quite prominent on a shark, found on the backs of fishes. 

ANSWER: dorsal fin

7.
For it to be fully valid, the believer must have a firm intention never to commit the mortal sins again and perform the proscribed penitence. Officially known after Vatican II as Penance and Reconciliation, what sacrament of the Roman Catholic Church involves admitting one’s sins to a priest so God might exercise His power to forgive sin? 

ANSWER: confession (accept Penance and Reconciliation until it is said in the question)

8.
This group’s command responsibility was removed after Goldwater-Nichols was passed in 1986, but it still serves a military advisory role to the President. Peter Pace is the first Marine to hold the chairmanship of what six-member committee that ensures military readiness and contains the commanders of all four branches of the US military? 

ANSWER: Joint Chiefs of Staff or JCS
9.
A few languages will have a “fourth” one of this for verbs, to reflect other entities far away from the topic of conversation, while other entities near the conversation are still the “third” of this. The “second” of this is the entity being addressed, while the “first” is the speaker. What is this grammatical concept also used for pronouns?

ANSWER: person
10.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Convert 18 and 3/7 into an improper fraction.

ANSWER: 129/7
11.
An Arab alchemist discovered this mixture around 800 AD by mixing table salt and sulfuric acid. A fresh mixture of nitric acid and hydrochloric acid is known as what powerful reagent able to dissolve gold that takes its name from the Latin for royal water?

ANSWER: aqua regia (ah-KWAH ree-JEE-uh) 
12.
THREE ANSWERS REQUIRED. One is the wife of the Duke of Albany. One is the wife of the Duke of Cornwall. These two are both in love with the Earl of Gloucester’s illegitimate son. The other marries the King of France. Their father was planning to divide his land among them, but disinherits one after she refuses to resort to false flattery. Who are these three daughters of the title character in King Lear? 

ANSWER: Goneril, Regan and Cordelia (say in any order)

13.
This artist currently holds the record for most comedy albums sold, and his latest single has peaked at number 9 on the Billboard Hot 100, the highest place for any of his released singles.  The previous best peaked at number 12 in 1984, his first release of a Michael Jackson song.  Who is this artist, whose Straight Outta Lynwood album features the hit parody "White and Nerdy"?
ANSWER: "Weird Al" Yankovic
14.
It’s the state insect of Delaware, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and Ohio and shares the honor with the firefly in Pennsylvania and Tennessee. Its species include the twice-stabbed and Mexican bean, which is one of the few pest species – most of them, by contrast, like having pests for lunch. Name this member of the Coccinellidae (kawk-sih-nel-ee-DIGH) family, whose name refers to the Virgin Mary, that is usually red with black spots.

ANSWER: ladybugs or lady beetles
15.
Adam Weishaupt (VISE-howpt) founded this offshoot of the Freemasons in 1776. Since it did not require belief in a Supreme Being, it attracted atheists, anarchists, agnostics and other radicals. It engineered the French and Russian Revolutions, and today is an important part of the New World Order. What secret society helps control the world and was allegedly suppressed in 1785 by the ruler of Bavaria?

ANSWER: Bavarian Illuminati (Sadly, the Trilateral Commission, the Council on Foreign Relations and Bilderburgs, while also part of the New World Order, cannot be accepted.) 

Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each
Set A questions have an “A” after their number; set B questions have a “B.” 

1A. 
Rene (reh-NAY) Magritte (mah-GREET) and Salvador Dali were considered the foremost painters in which art movement, founded by Andre Breton and based on the thoughts of the unconscious mind?

ANSWER: Surrealism
1B.
The Arlington House is the site of a memorial to what man that took up arms against the United States?

ANSWER: Robert E. Lee
2A.
John Sevier (seh-VEER), its only governor, was unable to get entry into the United States for what proposed state, located in modern-day northeastern Tennessee?

ANSWER: Franklin
2B.
What two Latin words are most often used to mean “blank slate”?

ANSWER: tabula rasa (tah-BOO-lah RAH-sah)

3A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the probability of flipping heads on a fair coin 5 times in a row?

ANSWER: 1/32
3B.
What is the term for a triangle with no equal sides?

ANSWER: scalene
4A.
Which class of stars lies at the upper-right of the Hertzsprung-Russell diagram and burns helium in its outer layers after its supply of hydrogen has run out?

ANSWER: red giants or supergiants

4B.
What casino game usually pays you back at 150% of your bet if you immediately match a face card or a 10 with an ace?

ANSWER: blackjack (prompt on “21” or “Spanish 21”)

5A.
What word comes to us from German words meaning “hurt” and “joy,” and refers to pleasure gotten from other people’s suffering?

ANSWER: schadenfreude (SHAH-den-froy-deh)

5B.
What gas was called “inflammable air” by its discoverer, Henry Cavendish?
ANSWER: hydrogen
6A.
How many “folds” are in the Noble Path followed by Buddhists, whose parts include “Right View” and “Right Speech”? 

ANSWER: eight
6B.
What flavor of quark is the heaviest, but was the last to be discovered? 

ANSWER: top
7A.
An oncologist specializes in what disease?

ANSWER: cancer
7B.
What best-selling author splits his time between Oxford, Mississippi, and Charlottesville, Virginia, and worked as a lawyer between 1981 and 1991? 

ANSWER: John Grisham
8A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the cube root of 64 plus the positive square root of 400?

ANSWER: 24
8B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is i to the 39th power?

ANSWER: -i (negative i)

9A.
La vita nuova (VEE-tah noo-AW-vah) and Convivio are other works by what author of The Divine Comedy? 

ANSWER: Dante Alighieri

9B.
On November 3, 2006, the Unit 1 reactor at what Pennsylvania nuclear plant shut down, some 27 years after a partial meltdown at its Unit 2?

ANSWER: Three Mile Island
10A.
What leader of the Red Army was exiled from the Soviet Union in 1929, eventually being killed in 1940 in Mexico with an ice pick?

ANSWER: Leon (or Lev) Trotsky
10B.
In 1999, Canada split off the eastern part of the Northwestern Territories to form what territory largely governed by the Inuit? 

ANSWER: Nunavut
Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each

1.
At age eight, she released her first album, Here’s to New Dreams, and at fourteen released a second album, Undeniable. Neither sold well, and she was cut from her label. Her acting career was more successful: she starred as Olivia Kendall in the last three seasons of The Cosby Show and was also in the Disney movie, The Cheetah Girls. Who also starred in the Disney Channel program, That’s So Raven? 
ANSWER: Raven-Symoné (pronounced Raven-Simone)
2.
Theodore Roosevelt read his Children of the Night and gave him a sinecure job at the New York Customs House so he could write more poetry. He won three Pulitzer Prizes for his poetry: for Collected Poems, The Man Who Died Twice and Tristam. He thinly disguised his hometown of Gardiner, Maine, as “Tilbury Town” in his poetry. What poet is perhaps best-known for the poems “Miniver Cheevy” and “Richard Cory?” 

ANSWER: Edwin Arlington Robinson
3.
Developed by a Princeton physicist in 1929, what device consisting of a charge-carrying belt and a hollow metal sphere accumulates very high voltages?

ANSWER: Van de Graaff generator (or device, be lenient in accepting answers that contain Van de Graaff)

4.
Six, 28, 496, and 8218 are the first four of what type of number whose divisors other than itself add up to itself?

ANSWER: perfect numbers

5.
After being denied admission in 1930, he got revenge against the University of Maryland’s segregated law school by arguing Murray v. Pearson. He also argued Brown v. Board of Education while serving as the NAACP’s chief counsel. He spent thirty years as a federal judge before retiring in 1991. The first George Bush appointed Clarence Thomas to replace what first African-American Supreme Court Justice?

ANSWER: Thurgood Marshall
6.
Their first target was Cicero, and they swiftly moved against Caesar’s assassins, Brutus and Cassius. They defeated the Sicilian pirate Sextus Pompeius, but tensions arose over the division of spoils. One member was pushed aside, and the other was defeated after the battle of Actium and occupation of Egypt. What political alliance of Aemilius Lepidus, Marc Antony and Octavian ruled Rome between 43 and 33 BC?

ANSWER: Second Triumvirate
7.
This poem’s subtitle was “The United States and the Philippine Islands.” A debate continues today about whether it was a glorification of or a satirical critique of imperialism. The lines “Take up the (BLANK) / And reap his old reward / The blame of those ye better / The hate of those ye guard” are in what poem by Rudyard Kipling about the supposed duties of Europeans? 

ANSWER: “The White Man’s Burden”

8.
This actor covered Marvin Gaye's "Let's Get It On" at the end of High Fidelity.  He appeared in four movies in 2006, including one appearance as himself and a wanna-be Mexican wrestler in another.  Who is this actor, star of School of Rock and one half of the band Tenacious D?

ANSWER: Jack Black
9.
In 2005, the World Year of Physics was observed to celebrate the centennial of his four papers that vastly changed the face of science. Although his Nobel Prize was awarded for his studies of the photoelectric effect, what scientist is also known for his special and general theories of relativity? 

ANSWER: Albert Einstein
10.
This word comes to us from Latin words meaning “not” and “limited.” For mathematicians, its appearance in a limit may mean L’Hopital’s (loh-PEE-tahlz) rule can be used. What word means something larger than any arbitrary large amount, such as the number of real numbers? 

ANSWER: infinite
11.
First appearing in the first version of Pentium II motherboards, it is slowly being phased out today. As computers became increasingly graphically oriented, the graphics card became far more important than other PCI devices, and, thus the need for this slot. Name this connection slot used for graphics cards until 2004, when PCI Express was released.

ANSWER: Accelerated Graphics Port

12.
Alexander Liepa (lee-AY-pah) invented this vegetable food for the U.S. Army, which troops ate during World War II because it stayed fresh for a long time.  In 1967, an upright red cylindrical can was introduced for the public release of what brand of potato chips, featuring a logo of a man with bangs, a bowtie, and a moustache?

ANSWER: Pringles potato chips

13.
This instrument was derived from the rebec and the lira da braccio (BROTCH-ee-oh).  Andrea Amati reportedly made the first one with four strings in 1555, while the Messiah of 1716 may be the most valuable in the world, as it was made by Antonio Stradivari.  What is this higher-pitched string instrument, usually played with a bow?

ANSWER: violin   

14.
By its very definition it is not published, so it is often harder to prove than its “sister tort.” TV and radio recordings can provide proof that defamatory statements were made. Truth, absence of malice and opinion are among the defenses possible against what civil charge related to libel? 

ANSWER: slander (do NOT accept “libel” as “not published” is said early on.)

15.
In this novel, a light-skinned girl named Maureen Peal becomes a bully and a “mystic” named Soaphead Church is asked to make a girl more “beautiful.” It begins with the MacTeer family taking in a boarder named Henry Washington and ends with Pecola Breedlove going insane after being raped by her father. In what novel by Toni Morrison does Pecola want to have lighter-colored eyes?

ANSWER: The Bluest Eye
Spare questions 

Be sure to mark off questions as they are used. Replace, when possible, a discarded question with a spare in that area (i.e. science for science, English for English, etc.) 

1. 
Three species of them may exist:  the Raksi-Bombo, at 1.5 meters tall; the Rimi, at 2.5 meters; and the Nyalmot, at a colossal 4.5 meters tall.  Natives call them “rakshasa,” while their more well-known name is translated to “magical creature.”  In 1961, the government of Nepal declared what Himalayan human-like creature to be real, despite the lack of scientific evidence?

ANSWER: yeti (or Abominable Snowman)

2.
Sixteen years later, this novel’s author published a prequel called The First Sir Percy, focusing on an ancestor of this novel’s title character. The title character is a foppish dandy by day but by night is the leader of a secret society of nineteen English aristocrats that rescues Frenchmen from the guillotine. A small flower is the calling card of what hero created by Baroness Emmuska Orczy (OR-chee)? 

ANSWER: The Scarlet Pimpernel
3.
This class of halo-alkanes has been used as refrigerants, solvents and fire extinguishing agents.  In compounds where some of the hydrogen has not be “filtered” out, their global warming potential is reduced greatly.  What are these compounds, limited in use by the Montreal Protocol, and removed from use in aerosol propellants and Freon because of their damaging effects on the ozone layer?

ANSWER: chloroflurocarbons or CFCs

4.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the measure of a single exterior angle of an octagon? 

ANSWER: 45 degrees
5.
The capture of Emilio Aguinaldo (ah-ghee-NAHL-doh) meant rebels in this country could not achieve military victory, but guerrilla warfare against the US continued until 1913. It became a Commonwealth, similar to Puerto Rico, in 1935. What nation gained its independence from the United States on July 4, 1946, two years after Douglas MacArthur said, “I shall return?”

ANSWER: Philippines
All questions ©2006 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

