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2007-08 District Competition

Match #14


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl District competition. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions; further editing was done by Adam Fine and Marian Suter.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Public discussion of these questions before all VHSL District champions have been determined is prohibited. 

(b)
Releasing these questions to entities outside your District’s competition is prohibited. 

First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each
1.
After his first wife, Maria, died in childbirth, he was able to marry Barbara Wellesley, the fictional sister of Lord Wellington. Aboard the HMS Renown, he met his best friend William Bush. Born on July 4, 1776, he started as a midshipman with seasickness, and became Commander-in-Chief of the West Indies. What Royal Navy admiral during the Napoleonic Wars was the focus of eleven novels by C.S. Forster?

ANSWER: Horatio Hornblower
2.
‘Shut Up and Sing’ was the subtitle of a 2006 documentary that chronicled the controversy about this band. ‘I Can Love YOU Better’ was their first hit single in 1997 from their Wide Open Spaces album. However, they achieved notoriety for comments made by Natalie Maines at a 2003 London concert. What group scored the top three 2007 Grammys, including awards for their single, ‘Not Ready to Make Nice’?

ANSWER: Dixie Chicks
3.
The Dogger Bank Incident nearly brought the United Kingdom into this war, as the Second Pacific Squadron thought they saw enemy torpedo boats some 10,000 miles from the enemy’s country. Land fighting included the Battles of Nanshan and Mukden and sea fighting included the Battle of the Tsushima Straits. The Treaty of Portsmouth, negotiated in 1905 by Theodore Roosevelt, brought an end to what Asian war? 

ANSWER: Russo-Japanese War

4.
He wrote 50 operas including Serse (sair-say) and Giulio Cesare (joo-lee-oh chay-zah-ray). He also wrote religious works such as Israel in Egypt, Judas Maccabaeus, and Samson. He wrote Ode for St. Cecilia’s Day and Ode for the Birthday of Queen Anne in his role as Kapellmeister for George I. What Baroque composer is best-known for Music for the Royal Fireworks, Water Music, and Messiah? 

ANSWER: George Frederick (Georg Friedrich) Handel
5.
There are primary and secondary types of it, the secondary type being marketed as wood.  Depending on the plant, it can be found in vascular bundles or as part of a stelar (stee-ler) arrangement.  What type of plant vascular tissue transports water and minerals and is composed primarily of dead cells, a fact that distinguishes it from phloem? 

ANSWER: xylem
6.
He took up medicine as a side hobby, using megavitamins to kill off red, yellow, and blue viruses, and is known to referee boxing matches involving Little Mac. In his first appearance, he was called ‘Jumpman.’ However, while not driving his Kart around, he is enlisting the help of Toad to save Princess Peach, usually from King Bowser. What plumber, along with his brother Luigi, is the mascot of Nintendo? 

ANSWER: Mario Mario

7.
A biochemist uses this word to describe something where constituent molecules maintain their individual identity, such as receptor-hormone. A psychologist uses this word to describe a repressed set of feelings that leads to antisocial behavior. Dwight Eisenhower warned us of the military-industrial one. What word that means ‘difficult’ also describes a sentence with one independent and one or more dependent clause? 

ANSWER: complex
8.
In Idaho v. Freeman, a court ruled that Idaho could revoke its ratification. Virginia was one of seven states where it did not pass either house. Written by Alice Paul in 1923, it lost in the Senate in 1946, was passed in a weakened format in 1950, and submitted to the states in 1972. In 1979, a controversial three-year extension was granted to what failed Constitutional amendment that was the goal of feminism?
ANSWER: Equal Rights Amendment or ERA
9.
At the end of this play, the one-man Chorus reminds the audience that the title character’s heir ‘both lost France, and made his England bleed.’ Comic relief is provided by Pistol, Nym, Bardolph, and Fluellen. The title character, an English king, successfully woos Catherine of Valois (vah-lwah0, a French princess. What Shakespeare play contains the Saint Crispin’s Day speech delivered before the Battle of Agincourt (ah-zheen-koor)? 

ANSWER: Henry V or The Chronicle History of Henry the Fifth
10.
This animal’s inability to tolerate salinity kept it from migrating into the Chesapeake Bay after its discovery in Maryland in 2002.  A highly carnivorous species, it can breathe in air as well as underwater, allowing its young to survive out of water for several days.  Listed as a highly invasive species in the US is what breed of fish that is native to Asia, and known for its appearance to a breed of reptile?

ANSWER: Northern Snakehead
11.
It is the bell tower to the Duomo (dwaw-moh) in the Campo dei Miracoli (kahm-poh day mee-rah-koh-lee). It was saved during World War II when a sergeant decided not to call in artillery, despite its use as a Nazi observation point. An attempt to pour concrete into its foundation in the 1930s resulted in the whole building sinking, a definite ‘fail’ for Benito Mussolini in returning it to vertical. What is this crooked landmark in Italy?

ANSWER: Leaning Tower of Pisa
12.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. How many seconds are in four and a half hours, given that there are 3600 seconds in an hour?

ANSWER: 16,200 seconds

13.
The Tupac of the literary world, his only play, The Fifth Column, was published in 1969, five years after his death. A 1999 novel, True at First Light, is the latest work. His ‘Complete’ short stories were not published until 1987; they include all the Nick Adams stories. The Dangerous Summer, Islands in the Stream, and A Moveable Feast were all published after the death of what author of The Old Man and the Sea?

ANSWER: Ernest Hemingway
14.
They are often used so information can be reverse-sorted with little effort. The first element points back to a null character and the last element points to a different null character. All other elements point to the previous element and to the next element in line. Name this data structure where each element contains three pieces of info: a head pointer, a tail pointer and the value.

ANSWER: Doubly Linked List(s) (or double linked list, DO NOT accept Linked List)

15.
Duccio (doo-chee-oh) produced the Rucellai (roo-cheh-lye) and Stoclet. Edvard Munch (moonk) painted one where the main figure is apparently stretching. A ‘Golden’ one is a statue in Essen, and the ‘Black’ one was supposedly painted by St. Luke, as in the Gospel. When ‘and Child’ follow it, it refers to a portrait that includes the infant Christ. What artistic term refers to any depiction of the Virgin Mary? 

ANSWER: Madonna(s)
Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each
Set A questions have an ‘A’ after their number; set B questions have a ‘B.’ 

1A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What prime number comes between 89 and 101?

ANSWER: 97
1B.
Riots in New York City in 1863 were against what institution that ended in 1973 but could be re-activated by the Selective Service?

ANSWER: the draft (accept conscription) 

2A.
Caramelo and The House on Mango Street are by what Mexican-American author? 

ANSWER: Sandra Cisneros
2B.
Bad cholesterol is known by what three-letter abbreviation?

ANSWER: LDL
3A.
What Barbados-born artist released her third album, Good Girl Gone Bad, in 2007 and teamed with Jay-Z on its first single, “Umbrella”?

ANWER: Rihanna
3B.
What name is shared by the English name of the river that separates Uruguay and Argentina, a type of medieval armor, and a flat implement used to serve food? 

ANSWER: plate
4A.
Valles Marineris and Olympus Mons are features on what body that is currently being explored by the Spirit and Opportunity rovers?

ANSWER: Mars
4B.
What man, born Karol Wojytla (voy-tee-lah), passed away near Rome in April 2005?

ANSWER: Pope John Paul II (accept John Paul the Great)

5A.
The capital of the Mexican state of Jalisco (hah-lee-skoh) is what city, the second-largest in Mexico? 

ANSWER: Guadalajara (gwah-dah-lah-HAH-rah), Mexico

5B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. In lowest terms, what is 7/8 times 3/7 times 2/9?

ANSWER: 1/12
6A.
The nucleus of what element makes up an alpha particle?

ANSWER: helium
6B.
Belshazzar’s Feast and Danaë (duh-nye) are works by what painter?
ANSWER: Rembrandt Harmenszoon van Rijn

7A.
Bishop Richard Allen was the founder of what oldest African-American denomination in the US? 

ANSWER: African Methodist Episcopal Church or AME (prompt on ‘Methodist’ or ‘Episcopal’)

7B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the secant of 2 pi over 3 radians?

ANSWER: -2
8A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the complex product of 7 minus 5i and 4 minus 9i?

ANSWER: -17 minus 83i

8B.
What financial concept allocates a lump sum, such as a mortgage, into a schedule of fixed payments over a period of time?

ANSWER: amortization (accept word forms)

9A.
Write down following sentence (Quizmaster: speak slowly.) “Michael provided his family a large income.” (Quizmaster: speak normally.) Identifying which is which, what are the direct and indirect objects of that sentence?

ANSWER: income is the direct object, family the indirect object

9B.
What name is given to the first section of Dante’s Divine Comedy?

ANSWER: Dante’s Inferno
10A.
The late blight struck what crop in 1845, causing the emigration of a million people to the US and the death of another million people in Europe?

ANSWER: potato(es)
10B.
What Dutchman proved that the Milky Way rotated, but also believed that comets come from a certain area of the solar system known as a “cloud”?

ANSWER: Jan Hendrik Oort
Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each

1.
Its scientific name is Bos grunniens (grun-nee-ens). Cross-breeding with ordinary cattle produces an animal called a dzo. Skiing and polo involving these animals are among the unusual attractions in Central Asia. The female is called a dri or nak in Tibetan. Name this long-haired bovine found in Tibet and central Asia.

ANSWER: yak
2.
Clotaire IV, and later Theuderic IV, were his titular superiors. He won the Battle of Amblève (awm-blev) against rivals Theudoald (thoo-doh-ald) and Ragenfrid. He defeated the Frisians and the Saxons, and then allied with Odo, duke of Aquitaine, to face Abdul Rahman, the Emir of Cordoba. What Mayor of the Palace controlled his Merovingian ‘kings,’ won the Battle of Tours, and was, to the Moors, a true ‘hammer’? 

ANSWER: Charles Martel
3.
Rules used to apply it include the Durham and Brawner Rules, although the M’Naghten Rules are more widely used. A reform passed in 1984 meant the defense had to show ‘clear and convincing evidence’ for this defense to be successful. The irresistible impulse and temporary are varieties of what defense, in which the defense argues that at the time of a crime, the defendant was mentally ill? 

ANSWER: insanity defense 

4.
She founded the Kingdom of the East within the Society for Creative Anachronism and wrote I am a Lesbian under a pseudonym. She created the Catmen and Trailmen in her world of Darkover. Mercedes Lackey was one of the authors featured in her long-running Sword and Sorceress series. What fantasy author told the story of Morgaine in her novel, The Mists of Avalon?

ANSWER: Marion Zimmer Bradley 

5.
Potiphar’s wife falsely accused him of rape and had him thrown in jail. While there, he interpreted the dreams of the cupbearer and the baker, as well as determining that Egypt would have seven good and then seven bad years. During the bad years, he then meets his eleven brothers who had sold him into slavery. Whose father, Jacob, gave to him a coat of many colors in the book of Genesis? 

ANSWER: Joseph
6.
It has 180-degree bond angles with strengths of 839 kilojoules per mole.  They can be prepared from aldehydes using the Corey-Fuchs (fyooks) reaction.  The simplest one is acetylene.  Name this type of hydrocarbon that has general formula CnH(2n-2) (read as: ‘C n H 2n minus 2’) and contains at least one carbon-carbon triple bond.

ANSWER: alkyne(s)

7.
Among this company's offerings were teletype services and the first stock ticker service. They later introduced candy delivery services in the 1960s. What company in 2006 decided to focus on its money transfer business, and discontinued its most famous service - telegrams?

ANSWER: Western Union
8.
It sprung up independently among the Nok people of West Africa. It also arose on its own in China and India. The Americas and Australia never advanced that far. Its onset, at least in the Near East, was spurred by shortages of tin that struck the eastern Mediterranean world around 1800 and 1200 BC. Its advances were literally the secret weapon of the Hittites. What archaeological age followed the Bronze?  

ANSWER: Iron Age

9.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the area of a triangle with base 42 feet and height 35 feet, given that area equals one-half base times height?

ANSWER: 735 square feet
10.
This language’s base-20 numbering system has 20 meaning “one count,” 400 “one hair,” and 8,000 “one bag.” Dialects of this language include Pipil (pee-peel), Durango, and Eastern Huasteca (wah-stay-kuh). Words such as tomato and chocolate have their origins in it. Most of its 1.5 million speakers live in the Mexican states of Puebla and Veracruz. What is this language spoken by Moctezuma?

ANSWER: Nahuatl (nah-wah-tul) or Aztec
11.
Although curium is named after both Pierre and Marie Curie, it is the only element named solely for a female scientist.  Its half-life is 720 milliseconds and it was first synthesized in August of 1982.  Name this transuranic element with atomic number 109 named after Austrian physicist Lise.

ANSWER: meitnerium
12.
When he appeared at the palace of King Eurystheus (you-ris-thee-us) his spittle formed poisonous plants. He occasionally took naps: Hermes used water from the river Lethe (leh-thee) to cause one, Orpheus used his musical skills to put him to sleep, but he was a sucker for drugged honeycakes, with Aeneas (uh-nee-us) and Psyche both using them. What guardian of the gates of Hades was a dog with three heads?

ANSWER: Cerberus
13.
In World War I, it was a slang term for new recruits, and between the wars it was the name of a dog-like friend of Popeye’s named Eugene. Willys-Overland, Bantam, and Ford made prototypes; one was driven up the Capital Steps to demonstrate its utility. The first meant for civilian use was the CJ-2A; in the late 1980s ‘ordinary’ names were given. What vehicle supposedly got its name in World War II from being ‘general purpose’? 

ANSWER: Jeep(s)

14.
Their toes use spatula-tipped setae and van der Waals forces to adhere to surfaces.  Some species of this reptile are parthenogenic.  Types of them include Bibron’s, crested, golden, leopard, stump-toed, and Tokay.  Name this small lizard known for its appearance in auto insurance commercials.

ANSWER: gecko
15.
Some of his stories were collected by Robert Roosevelt, Theodore’s uncle. Despite being a different species, he is similar to the West African trickster spider Anansi. He is most familiar to Americans for appearing in the Uncle Remus stories of Joel Chandler Harris. What Southern folklore figure got stuck on the Tar Baby, but doesn’t wanna be thrown into the briar patch?

ANSWER: Br’er Rabbit
Spare questions 

Be sure to mark off questions as they are used. Replace, when possible, a discarded question with a spare in that area (i.e. science for science, English for English, etc.) 

1.
Memorable scenes from this movie include a woman named Lucille washing her car and an egg-eating contest in which the title character eats 50 eggs while being egged on by fellow convict Dragline. The main character is shot while hiding in a church after a third unsuccessful escape. The phrases, ‘You shaking it?’ and ‘What we got here is failure to communicate’ are from what movie starring Paul Newman?

ANSWER: Cool Hand Luke
2.
In his literary criticism Image of Africa, he called Joseph Conrad a ‘thoroughgoing racist.’ He was a diplomat in the short-lived Biafran government and was still critiquing the West in 2001’s essay collection Home and Exile. The winner of the 2007 Man Booker Prize was what novelist, best-known for the novels Anthills of the Savannah and Things Fall Apart? 

ANSWER: Chinua Achebe (ah-chay-bee)

3.
Its name was suggested by Thomas Young and its ‘Second’ establishment is supported by Thomas Naylor. Its constitution, drawn up at Windsor Tavern, allowed all adult men to vote and was the first constitution in the New World to outlaw slavery. It sent ambassadors to Paris, Amsterdam, and Philadelphia. Moses Robison and Thomas Chittenden were the Governors of what Republic that in 1791 joined the United States? 

ANSWER: Republic of Vermont
4.
Its surface area is four pi uppercase R lowercase r and volume is two pi squared uppercase R lowercase r squared, where lowercase r is tube radius and uppercase R is the distance from the center to the tube’s center.  This surface of revolution is obtained by revolving a circle around a coplanar axis that does not touch the circle. What is this topographic concept that looks like a doughnut? 

ANSWER: torus or toroid
5.
It uses an eight-dimensional geometry and requires particles to have partners. For fermions (fer-mee-unz), their boson partners would have an s in front of their names, such as selectron for electron. For bosons, their fermion partners would have ino at the end of their names, such as photino for photon. Name this concept of particle physics that proposes to unify fermions and bosons.

ANSWER: supersymmetry or SUSY
All questions ©2007 Scholastic Bowl Company of Virginia, Inc. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

