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Match #24


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl District competition. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions; further editing was done by Adam Fine and Marian Suter.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Public discussion of these questions before all VHSL District champions have been determined is prohibited. 

(b)
Releasing these questions to entities outside your District’s competition is prohibited. 

First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each
1.
You can see some of its stone in Fort Qaitbay, which was built upon its ruins. It had been damaged in two earthquakes in 1303 and 1323, and had been the third-tallest building in the world before that point. It was built by Sostratus on the orders of Ptolemy I. What Wonder of the Ancient World in the first century AD had a fire and mirror placed at its top, allowing visibility for 30 miles from its home, an Egyptian port? 

ANSWER: (Great) Lighthouse of Alexandria (accept Pharos in place of Lighthouse, but prompt on ‘Pharos’ by itself – ‘Pharos’ just means lighthouse. Also prompt on ‘Great Lighthouse’)

2.
19th century writers sought to be satirized in his English Bards and Scotch Reviewers. He also wrote The Giaour (jow-er) about vampires, and The Corsair, an autobiography set to piracy. The Athenian suburb of Vironas is named for him, as he died during the Greek War of Independence. What poet, much loved by the ladies, wrote Childe Harold’s Pilgrimage and Don Juan? 
ANSWER: George Gordon (6th Baron) Byron (accept ‘Lord Byron’)

3.
The intensity resulting from this phenomenon is given by Malus’s law. Types of it include elliptic, circular, linear, magnetic, and electric. Name this property of electromagnetic waves that describes the direction of the transverse electric field that is utilized by some photography filters and sunglasses.

ANSWER: polarization or polarity
4.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the mean of 14, 96, 33, 127, 35, and 55?

ANSWER: 60
5.
He formed a musical group with Trent Lott, John Ashcroft, and Jim Jeffords. He was considered in the running for Secretary of the Interior, but his state’s governor Dirk Kempthorne was nominated instead. His foot-tapping proclivities came under fire this summer, as he was arrested for lewd conduct in the Minneapolis-Saint Paul International Airport. Possessing a wide stance is what Senator from Idaho?


ANSWER: Larry Craig

6.
He wrote, “Doesn’t the east coast of South America fit exactly against the west coast of Africa?” to his fiancée in 1910. While his idea that centrifugal forces caused this “split” was incorrect, only the observation of seafloor spreading vindicated his ideas. What German proposed that the continents were once all one in his theory of continental drift? 

ANSWER: Alfred Wegener (VAY-gheh-ner)

7.
The minstrel Ivo Taillefer (tay-leh-fair) started this battle. The earliest account of this battle indicates the Anglo-Saxon shield wall wasn’t formed – negating the tactical genius as seen in later accounts, such as the Bayeux Tapestry. William the Conqueror became King of England after what battle fought on October 14, 1066? 

ANSWER: Battle of Hastings
8.
A file in this format has two bytes with a value of ‘FFD8’ at the start to denote the SOI marker. The first step of encoding a file in this format is changing the file from RGB representation to YCbCr (read each letter out). It is preferable to the PNG format, which creates very large files, and is preferable to the GIF format, which only has 256 colors. What is the most common file type to display photographs? 

ANSWER: JPG or JPEG (jay-peg) (also accept Joint Photographic Experts Group)

9.
This writer created the Antrobus family and their maid, Sabina. In another work, he killed off five random people on July 20, 1714, a tragedy that Brother Juniper sought to investigate. In a third work, George Gibbs and Emily Webb were married by a strangely powerful Stage Manager in Grover’s Corners, New Hampshire. Who was the author of The Skin of Our Teeth, The Bridge of San Luis Rey, and Our Town? 

ANSWER: Thornton Wilder
10.
This word comes to us from the Arabic word for ‘to veil’ or ‘to cover.’ While some scholars use it to refer only to clothing, others use it to refer to an entire method of modest living. To add to the confusion, it also describes a headscarf. It describes various clothing styles, such as the Iranian chador, the Gulf-style abaya, and the Afghani burqa. What is this term that describes the modest dress proscribed for Muslim women? 

ANSWER: hijab
11.
Special formations called "streaks" can be found embedded in these structures, and the existence of multiple ones on Jupiter give the planet its familiar banded look.  What is this river of air aloft that usually moves at greater than 50 knots and can help or hinder aircraft based on their direction of travel?

ANSWER: jet stream
12.
After accusations of racism, they changed from pygmies from ‘the very deepest and darkest part of the African jungle’ to dwarves with ‘golden-brown’ hair and ‘rosy-white’ skin. They like to break out in song, especially when misfortune befalls a mischievous child, and were hired to minimize the risk of candy recipes being leaked. Cocoa beans were the wages of what diminutive employees of Willy Wonka?  

ANSWER: Oompa-Loompas

13.
In a 1965 reform, any surpluses it had were added to the general fund. Ida May Fuller was the first living person to receive a check from it. Since its 1935 creation, it has expanded to include the self-employed and farm workers. It is the largest government program in the world, paying out nearly $500 billion annually in benefits. What New Deal program is best-known for the monthly checks given to the disabled and the elderly? 

ANSWER: Social Security
14.
(READ THIS VERSION ONLY IF YOU ARE UNCOMFORTABLE WITH SOUNDING THE RIFF AT THE END OF THE QUESTION)
The band that sang this song had rented a mobile recording studio from the Rolling Stones. A Frank Zappa and the Mothers of Invention concert was interrupted when someone fired a flare gun, burning the casino at Montreux (mawn-troo), Switzerland, to the ground. In June 2007, 1,683 guitarists gathered in Kansas City to play its riff simultaneously. “The fire in the sky” is found in what hit by Deep Purple?

ANSWER: “Smoke on the Water” 

14.
(READ THIS VERSION IF YOU ARE COMFORTABLE WITH SOUNDING THE TUNE) 
The band that sang this song had rented a mobile recording studio from the Rolling Stones. A Frank Zappa and the Mothers of Invention concert was interrupted when someone fired a flare gun, burning the casino at Montreux (mawn-troo), Switzerland, to the ground. In June 2007, 1,683 guitarists gathered in Kansas City to play its riff simultaneously. What song’s riff goes, (duh duh duh duh-duh duh-duuuuh)? 

ANSWER: “Smoke on the Water” 

15.
He had left the stock market in 1928 after receiving stock tips from his shoeshine boy. He retired from managing his business in 1896 and focused on philanthropy such as giving dimes to every child he met and giving $80 million to the University of Chicago. When he died in 1937, his net worth was equal to 1.5% of the US’s GDP, despite his business being broken up in 1911. Who was the founder of Standard Oil? 

ANSWER: John D. Rockefeller
Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each
Set A questions have an ‘A’ after their number; set B questions have a ‘B.’ 

1A.
What poet, the ‘Belle of Amherst,’ wrote the line, ‘I heard a fly buzz when I died’? 

ANSWER: Emily Dickinson
1B.
What depression runs between the Blue Ridge and Allegheny Mountains and contains portions of the Shenandoah, New and Holston Rivers?

ANSWER: Great Valley or Valley of Virginia (and accept ‘Great Valley of Virginia’)

2A.
Patterson Park, Fells Point and the Inner Harbor are neighborhoods in what city? 

ANSWER: Baltimore, Maryland

2B.
What web site, founded at Stanford University as "Jerry's Guide to the World Wide Web", has changed its name and become one of the world's most visited sites?

ANSWER: Yahoo!
3A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. How many seconds are in one and a half hours?

ANSWER: 5400 seconds

3B.
The Arawaks said it was located on the island of Bimini. Ponce de Leon was allegedly looking for what landmark that could reverse aging? 

ANSWER: Fountain of Youth
4A.
Between 1878 and 1890, Nadezhda von Meck gave 6,000 rubles a year to what composer of The Nutcracker and the 1812 Overture? 

ANSWER: Peter Tchaikovsky
4B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. In lowest terms, what is 5/8 plus 5/6 minus 21/24?

ANSWER: 7/12
5A.
Ignoring Rh factor, what blood type is most common in Americans?

ANSWER: O
5B.
A sentence is composed of two parts: a subject and what other part that includes the verb? 

ANSWER: predicate(s)

6A.
Bartholemew I, the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, is the head of what religious movement that includes, among others, Russian, Serbian, and Greek branches?

ANSWER: Eastern Orthodox Church (prompt on ‘Orthodox’)

6B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the measure of the fifth angle of a pentagon whose other four angles are 120 degrees, 85 degrees, 170 degrees, and 55 degrees?

ANSWER: 110 degrees
7A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the area of a square with an inscribed circle of circumference 28 pi meters?

ANSWER: 784 square meters
7B.
Moloko is a popular drink and ultraviolence a popular pastime for Alex and his ‘droogs’ in what Anthony Burgess novel, in which the Ludovico Technique is used?

ANSWER: A Clockwork Orange
8A.
What condition does a Spanish speaker have if he is ciego (see-ay-goh)?

ANSWER: blindness

8B.
What is the chemical symbol for tungsten?

ANSWER: W
9A.
What psychological condition has its sufferers unable to resist the impulse to steal?

ANSWER: kleptomania or kleptomaniac(s)
9B.
Who ruled Egypt between 1956 and 1970?

ANSWER: Gamal Abdel Nasser
10A.
What element has atomic number 92?

ANSWER: uranium
10B.
In 1959, Bobby Darin made a popular version of what song, a description of the character Macheath from The Threepenny Opera? 


ANSWER: “Mack the Knife”

Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each

1.
Witches’ Sabbath is one of his ‘Black Paintings,’ which also include Saturn Devouring His Sons. He produced several prints from the Peninsular War called The Disasters of War. He may have painted the Duchess of Alba in his The Clothed Maja (mah-hah) and The Nude Maja. Who served as royal painter to Charles III and Charles IV of Spain? 

ANSWER: Francisco José de Goya y Lucientes

2.
Garibald I was this duchy’s first duke. The Wittelsbach family ruled it between 1180 and 1918. After Napoleon abolished the Holy Roman Empire, it became a kingdom. Ludwig II, who ruled between 1864 and 1886, built palaces including Neuschwanstein (noy-shvan-stine). It tried to form a ‘South German Confederation’ to balance Prussia and Austria. Munich is the capital of what largest, by area, of today’s German states? 

ANSWER: Bavaria or Bayern

3.
Its chemical formula is C24H28ClN5O3 and its generic name is dimenhydrinate (die-men-high-drih-nate).  Side effects include dry mouth, rapid heartbeat, and drowsiness.  It can be used as a sedative in housepets.  Name this over-the-counter drug used to prevent motion sickness and seasickness.

ANSWER: Dramamine (or Gravol or Vertirosan) 

4.
A preliminary hearing before a judge has replaced this group in about half the states. The Fifth Amendment requires one for federal cases in capital or otherwise infamous crimes. A ‘runaway’ one of these excludes the prosecutor and begins issuing subpoenas on its own accord. What group of varying size, but usually 23 people, issues indictments if there is enough evidence to go to trial? 

ANSWER: grand jury
5.
Its hyperbolic version is equal to one-half times the sum of e to the z plus e to the minus z, and its derivative is equal to the negative of the sine.  It is equal to 1 minus the fraction x squared over two factorial plus the fraction x to the fourth over four factorial, and so on.  Name this trigonometric function that for an acute angle in a right triangle is equal to the adjacent side over the hypotenuse.

ANSWER: cosine
6.
In a story by E.T.A. Hoffman, he stole the eyes of children if they were bad at nighttime, and then took them to the moon to feed his children. The ‘grit’ in your eyes after waking up is supposed to be evidence of his visiting you. What folklore character brings good sleep and dreams by throwing his namesake object into the eyes of children? 

ANSWER: Mr. Sandman 

7.
Her father, Thomas Dudley, was deputy governor under John Winthrop. Her husband Simon was governor between 1679 and 1686 and again between 1689 and 1692. Her own work includes ‘Upon the Burning of Our House July 10th, 1666’ and ‘A Dialogue between Old England and New.’ What poet wrote ‘The Tenth Muse Lately Sprung up in America’ and was the first American woman to be published? 

ANSWER: Anne Bradstreet
8.
It is the name of species of plants within the Nepeta genus. Some researchers theorize that lions and tigers are affected by it, but no one’s gotten close enough to see whether they roll around in it, chew it, and paw at it. What is this plant that causes those behaviors among ordinary domestic felines?  


ANSWER: catnip or catmint
9.
She has two sons, Raoul and Etienne (ay-tee-en), and grew up in the Kentucky bluegrass country. She spends a summer as Robert Lebrun’s companion. Later, she has an affair with Alcée Arobin (ah-roh-ban), and finally commits suicide by going out into the ocean. Léonce (lay-awns) Pontellier (pawn-tel-ee-air) is the husband of what main character of The Awakening? 

ANSWER: Edna Pontellier

10.
It was called the Maison Centrale (may-zawn cen-trahl) by the French who built it in 1904. It was compared to Con Son Island that was run by the ARVN (ar-ven). Former Vice-Presidential candidate James Stockdale spent time there, as did John McCain. Jane Fonda went there in an infamous propaganda trip. The Hoa Loa Prison was given what sarcastic name by American POW’s during the Vietnam War? 

ANSWER: Hanoi Hilton (accept Hoa Loa until it is said in the question)

11.
In the film adaptation of this musical, the songs “Learn Your Lessons Well” and “We Beseech Thee” were left out, but “Beautiful City” was put in. The play was written by John-Michael Tebelak, with music and lyrics by Stephen Schwartz (although Schwartz borrowed from the Episcopoal Hymnal.) The song “Day by Day” is the best-known from what musical that opened a year after the similar Jesus Christ Superstar?

ANSWER: Godspell
12.
Sun announced that Java would be a standard part of this format, allowing for menu development using Java rather than pre-recorded images and tracks.  The dual-layer version will support up to 50 GB of data, and Sony announced that a player would be included in the Playstation 3 console.  What next-generation DVD format is named for the 405 nanometer wavelength laser it uses and is a competitor to the HD-DVD format?

ANSWER: Blu-ray
13.
It has an azimuthal quantum number of zero.  For n equals one it looks like a solid sphere and for n equals two or higher looks like nested shells.  Name this type of electron subshell that can only hold up to two electrons and is the first type of subshell to be filled in an electron configuration.

ANSWER: s (sub)shell

14.
Early stories in this collection, such as ‘An Encounter’ and ‘Araby,’ are narrated by children. Later stories such as ‘A Mother’ and ‘Grace’ are narrated by adults. ‘Ivy Day in the Committee Room’ is about candidates who pale besides Charles Stewart Parnell, a legend of Irish politics. It ends with Gabriel Conroy living a passionless life in ‘The Dead.’ What short story collection by James Joyce is named for the capital of Ireland?
ANSWER: Dubliners
2.
This three-letter word comes to us from a Latin word meaning ‘cloth.’ It refers to a mathematic relation where each element of the domain is associated with an element of the range. When something is wiped off of this, it is taken out of existence; when something is put on it, it becomes known to a wide audience. What word describes a large sheet of paper detailing an area’s geographic features? 

ANSWER: map
Spare questions 

Be sure to mark off questions as they are used. Replace, when possible, a discarded question with a spare in that area (i.e. science for science, English for English, etc.) 

1.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. If x equals 15 when y equals 42 and are inversely proportional, what is x when y equals 45, given that 15 times 42 equals 630?

ANSWER: x equals 14
2.
Islands in this body of water include Tarout, Kharg, Bubiyan, Abu Musa, and al-Muharraq (moo-hah-RAK). Its western end is the Shatt al-Arab delta, and it empties into the Gulf of Oman via the Straits of Hormuz. What body of water is the world’s largest source of crude oil?

ANSWER: Persian or Arabian Gulf

3.
This disease got its nickname from the shared nationality of the doctor who first identified it and the doctor who differentiated it from scarlet fever. Its symptoms include low-grade fever, swollen glands, rash, and dry, flaking skin.  It was declared eradicated in the U.S. in 2005.  Name this disease, also known as German measles, that is the R in the MMR vaccine.

ANSWER: rubella (accept German measles until it is said in the question)

4.
This word is used to describe the ratio between the weight and length of a given piece of yarn. It comes from a Latin word meaning ‘companion,’ and is associated with a European noble rank equal to earl. A lawyer will use this word to refer to separate charges within an indictment. The ‘rank’ of jazz pianist William Basie was what word, also associated with a purple Muppet that likes to say numbers in order? 

ANSWER: count

5.
This author garnered some attention in 2006 when it was found that her book, Can You Keep a Secret?, had been plagiarized by Kaavya Viswanathan. The series for which she is most known features a financial analyst with credit troubles.  Born Madeline Wickham, this is what author known for a series about Becky Bloomwood and her shopping addiction?

ANSWER: Sophie Kinsella (accept Madeline Wickham before mentioned)

All questions ©2007 Scholastic Bowl Company of Virginia, Inc. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

