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2007-08 District Competition

Match #35


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl District competition. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions; further editing was done by Adam Fine and Marian Suter.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Public discussion of these questions before all VHSL District champions have been determined is prohibited. 

(b)
Releasing these questions to entities outside your District’s competition is prohibited. 

First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each
1.
Practitioners follow Zhen, Shan, and Ren, which translate to ‘truthfulness, compassion, and forbearance.’ It started in 1992 at a middle school in Changchun, where Li Hongzhi held the first classes. Its name means, ‘Practice of the Wheel of Law.’ In 1999, the Chinese government began a crackdown against what religious group?

ANSWER: Falun Gong or Falun Dafa
2.
This crime is different from larceny in that the criminal, at some point, had a legal right to possess the goods or money. It is often committed by under-reporting income, creating a fake vendor, or even creating a fake employee. A cashier that steals from the register and a manager that skims off the top are both guilty of what crime? 

ANSWER: embezzlement (accept word forms)

3.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Solve for x.  x cubed minus 16x equals zero, which is equal to x times the quantity x squared minus 16 equals zero.

ANSWER: x equals 0, -4, and 4 (can be said in any order)

4.
It is a looped knot with two or more loops and two ends. In music, it refers to a musical instrument made from a bent piece of wood and a string, or to a device pulled across the strings of another instrument. The front of a ship shares its name with what weapon that propels arrows?

ANSWER: bow (it can rhyme with either ‘no’ or ‘now’)

5.
While working in France, she studied coal’s structure and learned X-ray diffraction. “Photo 51” has nothing to do with aliens, but this X-ray diffraction is her most famous work. Nobel Prize rules forbid posthumous nominations, so Francis Crick, James Watson, and Maurice Wilkins got to win the Nobel Prize in 1962, leaving out in the cold – what woman? 

ANSWER: Rosalind Franklin
6.
This novel’s title character eventually dies at the hands of Doramin while working in the remote Indonesian town of Patusan. It was inspired by the story of the S.S. Jeddah, whose British officers abandoned their sinking ship and 1,000 passengers. In the novel, the ship carrying Muslim hajji is called the Patna. What is this novel by Joseph Conrad? 

ANSWER: Lord Jim
7.
In 2007, this country’s current leader held the Presidency of the European Union and the presidency of the G8. The annual G8 summit was held on its Baltic Sea coast. In 2005, after President Horst Kohler called for new elections, what European nation replaced Gerhard Schroeder with Angela Merkel as Chancellor? 

ANSWER: Germany
8.
They were originally called frozen stars, based on the fact that to early astronomers, they seemed to ‘freeze’ at a point just slightly larger than the Schwarzchild radius, which defines the radius of this object at the event horizon. Astronomers have declared that super-massive versions of them may exist at the centers of galaxies. What objects are most often formed from the remains of collapsed stars?

ANSWER: black hole(s)

9.
Between 1951 and 1973, the entire state used it, instead of the proposed 205. On June 24, 1973, the Richmond and Tidewater areas were split from it, creating 804. On June 19, 1995, the I-81 corridor and areas around Fredericksburg were split from it, creating 540. On March 1, 2000, another number, 571, moved in on its turf. What is still the area code for most of ‘old-school’ Northern Virginia? 

ANSWER: area code 703
10.
It is covered with small bumpy projections called papillae. The thin membranes below it are an ideal place to put medicine, such as nitroglycerin for angina pectoris. Its four muscles extend all the way back into the oropharynx. The Greek for it is glossa, and the Latin for it is lingua.  Name this organ in the mouth that is covered in taste buds.

ANSWER: tongue
11.
He permitted the Jews expelled from Spain to live in Rome. He had Savonarola burned to death. In 1501, he made his daughter the temporary Pope. His son threw the infamous Banquet of the Chestnuts. Known as Alexander VI during his papal reign, who had children including Cesare (chay-ZAR-ray) and Lucrezia (loo-KRAY-tsee-uh)? 

ANSWER: Rodrigo Borgia (accept Alexander VI before it is said)

12.
Anton Drexler founded this group in 1919. It finished a distant ninth in the May 1928 elections, but by September 1930, the Depression had propelled it to second. 

In March 1933, it won enough votes to pass the Enabling Act. What party then outlawed all other parties and ruled for the next twelve years in Germany?

ANSWER: Nazi Party (accept National Socialist Party)

13.
They lived at 485 Mapleton Drive and 211 Pine Street. The wife wore heels all the time to mask the growing heights of her two TV sons. The father worked on things such as “the Miller audits” and “the Thompson deal” with Fred Rutherford. The two sons attended Grant Avenue Grammar School, although the older son later went to Mayfield High School. Who was this family, the centerpiece of Leave It to Beaver? 

ANSWER: the Cleaver family

14.
Named after a French physicist, it can be defined as either one farad times one volt or as one ampere times one second, which would give its value as approximately 6.2415 times ten to the eighteenth power elementary charges.  It is also the unit of electric flux.  Name this SI unit of electric charge.


ANSWER: coulomb
15.
In this character’s first book, The Case of the Velvet Claws, he defined himself as ‘a specialist on getting people out of trouble.’ He has the help of Paul Drake and Della Street and always defeats District Attorney Hamilton Burger. Erle Stanley Gardner created what fictional lawyer that always won acquittals? 

ANSWER: Perry Mason
Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each
Set A questions have an ‘A’ after their number; set B questions have a ‘B.’ 

1A.
Constitution Hall is owned by what group, that consists of women over age 18 who can prove at least one ancestor aided in securing American independence?  

ANSWER: Daughters of the American Revolution or DAR
1B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. How many points are scored in a darts turn consisting of triple 18, double 12, and triple 17?

ANSWER: 129
2A.
Neville Longbottom killed what final Horcrux, Voldemort’s pet serpent? 

ANSWER: Nagini
2B.
Evangelista Torricelli (tohr-ree-CHEL-lee) developed what instrument that usually uses mercury and reports data in inches or millibars?

ANSWER: barometer
3A.
What author wrote The Boys from Brazil, The Stepford Wives, and Rosemary’s Baby? 
ANSWER: Ira Levin
3B.
July 2007 saw the Virginia Department of Transportation dedicate a new series of entrance and exit ramps designed to replace what notorious intersection at the confluence of Interstates 95, 395 and 495?

ANSWER: Mixing Bowl or Springfield Interchange
4A.
Hypotension (reader: NOT hypertension) is the scientific term for what disorder?

ANSWER: low blood pressure
4B.
What word describes a fabric that is thin and transparent, such as pantyhose, or something that is nearly perpendicular, such as imposing cliffs?

ANSWER: sheer
5A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the only two-digit perfect number?

ANSWER: 28
5B.
What general commanded the Punitive Expedition against Pancho Villa and commanded American forces in World War I? 

ANSWER: John J. Pershing
6A.
How many quarks are in a proton? 

ANSWER: three (two up quarks and one down quark)

6B.
What word goes with the particle ne (neh) in French to signify ‘never?’

ANSWER: jamais (zhah-may)

7A.
The line, ‘Had we but world enough, and time,’ opens what carpe diem poem by Andrew Marvell? 

ANSWER: ‘To His Coy Mistress’

7B.
Which of Alexander the Great’s generals founded the Seleucid dynasty? 

ANSWER: Antiochus
8A.
What lover of Catherine the Great did tell Crimean peasants to spruce up the Dnieper (duh-NEE-per) river, but did not tell them to build fake villages? 

ANSWER: Grigory Potemkin
8B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Factor x squared plus 14x plus 48.

ANSWER: (x plus 6) times (x plus 8) (can be said in either order)

9A.
From the French for “back to back,” what square dancing move involves two people walking around each other, but while facing the same direction? 

ANSWER: dosado or do-si-do or dos a dos
9B.
The Isles of the Blessed were part of what destination for the most virtuous in Greek mythology? 

ANSWER: Elysium, Elysion, or the Elysian Fields (accept Elysian plains)

10A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the sum of the interior angles of a hexagon?

ANSWER: 720 degrees
10B.
What is the chemical formula of a hydroxide ion with a charge of negative one?

ANSWER: OH (negative)

Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each

1.
Consisting of the order Anguilliformes, it contains four hundred species.  They do not have pelvic fins and can measure in length from ten centimeters to three meters.  Young ones of this fish are called elvers.  Types of them include sawtooth, snipe, spaghetti, congers, and morays.  The electric type is not a true one.  Name this type of elongated fish.

ANSWER: eel
2.
This legal concept is nullified by a ‘freedom to roam’ law in Scotland and the Scandinavian countries. People who are invitees, such as guests, or licensees, such as meter readers and policemen, are not breaking this law. What crime or tort is committed when one enters property without permission of the owner? 

ANSWER: trespassing

3.
This part of speech contains things you usually don’t see in English, such as glottal stops, words made entirely from syllables, and click consonants. Sometimes, they can even serve as an entire sentence, and when part of a sentence, they have no real connection to the rest of the sentence. “Ahem!” “Tsk-tsk!” and “Ugh!” are examples of what part of speech?

ANSWER: interjection
4.
As of the end of the second season, we have yet to find out the identity of the title character.  One of the main characters once tried to be his own wingman, and lost the slap bet to Marshall; the second slap came at the end of his one-act play, ‘Suck It Lily.’  Narrated by Bob Saget and starring Alyson Hannigan as Lily and Neil Patrick Harris as Barney, this is what CBS sitcom that details Ted's ‘story in reverse?’

ANSWER: How I Met Your Mother
5.
Arthur Rimbaud (ram-BOH) called him the ‘king of poets.’ Between 1847 and 1865, he translated Edgar Allan Poe into French, but did write Artificial Paradises in 1860. What French poet called Satan ‘thrice-great’ and considered ennui the greatest enemy in the foreword to his collection, Les fleurs de mal (lay flur dih mal)? 

ANSWER: Charles Baudelaire
6.
It is an isomer of ammonium cyanate and has a molar mass of 60. In 1828, it became the first organic compound to be artificially synthesized. It is used in plastics, fertilizer, cigarettes, and in various glues. It is found in blood and most notably in urine. Name this molecule of chemical formula N2H4CO.

ANSWER: urea
7.
This writer has Lady Carlotta use the Quabarl children to recreate the abduction of the Sabine women in ‘The Schatz-Metterklume Method.’ A John Stuart Mill action figure is a Christmas present in his ‘The Toys of Peace.’ Framton Nuttel runs screaming from the house in his ‘The Open Window.’ What short story writer was born as Hector Hugh Monro?

ANSWER: Saki (accept H(ector) H(ugh) Monro before it is said in the question)

8.
This type of ring has a unit element in which every element is idempotent.  This type of algebra uses set operations of intersection, union, complement, and the logic operations AND, OR, and NOT; it is vital to computer circuitry design.  Name this adjective named after a British mathematician.

ANSWER: Boolean
9.
The Tower Commission’s report on this scandal criticized the President’s lack of control over his staff. The deals failed, as radical Shi’ite groups in Lebanon simply kidnapped new American hostages. Some people think the US wanted to keep the 1980-1989 Gulf War going. What scandal, broken in November 1986, involved Oliver North? 

ANSWER: Iran-Contra scandal

10.
He was the prize in a 1969 coin toss between Ogden Phipps and Penny Chenery. After his death in 1989, it was claimed his heart was twice the normal size. He was the only non-human on ESPN’s 100 greatest athletes of the 20th century. He was the first to win, as a two-year-old, the Eclipse Award for Horse of the Year. What horse won the 1973 Belmont by an astounding 31 lengths, thus winning the 1973 Triple Crown?

ANSWER: Secretariat
11.
This personal physician to Saladin was critiqued by Hasdai Crescas in Or Hashem. He sought to combine the Talmud and early medieval writing into a single code of law in his Mishneh Torah. He sought to integrate Aristotle’s philosophy with the Torah in his Guide for the Perplexed. His 13 principles of faith are accepted as absolute by Orthodox Jews. Who is this 12th century Jewish philosopher? 

ANSWER: Moses Maimonides (MIGH-maw-nih-deez) or Moshe (Moses) ben Maimon
12.
In this novel, money is made by making a ‘little nameless object’ in Woollett, Massachusetts. However, the family business is at stake, for Chad Newsome has taken up with the wicked Frenchwoman, Marie de Vionnet. Maria Gostrey’s marriage proposal is turned down by Lambert Strether in what Henry James novel that is not about diplomats?

ANSWER: The Ambassadors
13.
This film’s villains include the former slave Gus and the Reconstruction-era lieutenant governor Silas Lynch. It ends with Phil Stoneman marrying Margaret Cameron and Ben Cameron marrying Elsie Stoneman, who was played by Lillian Gish. What 1915 D.W. Griffith movie is today criticized for its positive portrayal of the Ku Klux Klan?

ANSWER: The Birth of a Nation
14.
This city was founded in 1653, and five years later, the city of New Harlem was founded to its north. The island it was founded on was bought for trade goods worth 60 guilders. It was re-captured by the Dutch in 1673 and renamed ‘New Orange.’ The treaty of Westminster gave what city to the English, who promptly renamed it ‘New York?’

ANSWER: New Amsterdam (do not accept or prompt on New York)

15.
Its Neptune, Nashville, and Cairo versions never saw the light of day. Its version 7 will be coming out for home users in 2010. Version 3.0’s release in 1990 was the first successful version, and other past versions include Me (spell it out), 95, and 98. What computer software is currently on Vista and XP?  

ANSWER: Microsoft Windows
Spare questions 

Be sure to mark off questions as they are used. Replace, when possible, a discarded question with a spare in that area (i.e. science for science, English for English, etc.) 

1.
Much of this novel occurs on the planets of Uriel and Camazotz. The four Murry children – Sandy, Dennys, Meg, and Charles Wallace – rescue their father with the aid of Meg’s friend Calvin O’Keefe and three immortals, Mrs Whatsit, Mrs Who, and Mrs Which. The evil brain IT is defeated in what novel by Madeleine L’Engle? 

ANSWER: A Wrinkle in Time
2.
In the play and movie, he says the line, “I know he’s a Democrat but he’s a human being too!” That sentiment, and being close to FDR, would have never occurred in Harold Gray’s comic strip. Despite Forbes magazine naming him the richest fictional character, he occasionally raids his adopted daughter’s piggy bank. Oliver is the first name of what wealthy philanthropist and adopted father of Little Orphan Annie? 

ANSWER: Daddy Warbucks
3.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the value of 30 factorial divided by 27 factorial, which is equal to 28 times 29 times 30?

ANSWER: 24,360
4.
This county contains the towns of Hurt, Gretna, and Chatham, the county seat. It surrounds the independent city of Danville. It was formed in 1767 from neighboring Halifax County and named for the then-serving ‘Elder’ Prime Minister. At 978 square miles, what is the largest county by land area in Virginia? 

ANSWER: Pittsylvania County

5.
In 1989, a variety of this virus usually associated with the tropics caused panic in Reston, Virginia. First recognized in 1976, it is a zoonotic (zoh-oh-naw-tik) filovirus with the fruit bat as a possible reservoir for it. Similar to the Marburg virus, it causes a hemorrhagic fever and has a fifty to ninety percent fatality rate.  Name this virus that is named after an African river and turns the body’s insides into blood pudding.

ANSWER: Ebola
All questions ©2007 Scholastic Bowl Company of Virginia, Inc. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

