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2007-08 Region Competition

Match #2


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl Region competition. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions; further editing was done by Adam Fine and Marian Suter.

Regions must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Public discussion of these questions before all VHSL Region champions have been determined is prohibited. 

(b)
Releasing these questions to entities outside your Region’s competition is prohibited. 

First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each
1.
One story has him stealing Hephaestus’ golden dog with his friend Pandareus. He was the grandfather of Atreus and the great-grandfather of Agamemnon. He was invited to Zeus’ table, where he stole some ambrosia. He invited the gods to his palace, where he served his son Pelops for dinner. Who was then punished in Tartarus by being unable to drink any of the water he is standing in or to eat any of the nearby fruit? 

ANSWER: Tantalus
2.
Before the Civil War, he observed European armies fighting the Crimean War and was the chief engineer of the Illinois Central Railroad. He drove the Confederates out of West Virginia in the Battle of Rich Mountain. When Winfield Scott retired in November 1861, he became commander of all Union armies. However, his tendency to overestimate the strength of Confederate armies meant his Peninsula campaign failed and he proved unable to defeat Lee at Antietam. What Union general later ran against Lincoln in 1864? 

ANSWER: George McClellan
3.
Developed by Eli Lilly in the 1970s, its chemical formula is C17H18F3NO and it is a member of the selective serotonin reuptake inhibitor class.  Side effects include nausea, headache, fever, tremor, rash, and sweating.  Fluoxetine is the generic name of what antidepressant? 
ANSWER: Prozac (accept fluoxetine before mentioned)

4.
The title character of this short story had worked in a Dead Letter Office before joining Ginger Nut, Nippers, and Turkey in the narrator’s office. As the story progresses, the title character performs less and less work, and starts living at the narrator’s office. The narrator moves his office to avoid the title character. The title character is thrown into prison, and ultimately starves to death. The phrase ‘I would prefer not to’ appears many times in what short story by Herman Melville?

ANSWER: ‘Bartleby, the Scrivener: A Tale of Wall Street’
5.
Some of this composer’s noted pieces include the Chorus of the Hebrews and the aria ‘La donna è mobile.’ His productive ‘galley years’ included the operas I Lombardi and Ernani, and he flouted convention by not adding a love story to his Macbeth. His last operas were also adopted from Shakepeare: Otello and Falstaff. What Italian also wrote the operas Rigoletto, La Traviata, and Aida? 

ANSWER: Giuseppe Verdi
6.
The protagonist leaves Fullerton for Bath, where she spends time with the Allens. Isabella Thorpe becomes engaged to the protagonist’s brother, but starts flirting with other men soon after. The protagonist is then invited to the titular mansion, but applies Gothic novels such as Ann Radcliffe’s The Mysteries of Udolpho to her real life, leading to some degree of embarrassment. Henry Tilney and Catherine Morland get married at the end of what novel by Jane Austen?

ANSWER: Northanger Abbey
7.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. If a triangle’s three angles are 4x, 7x, and 9x, what is the value of x given that 4x plus 7x plus 9x equals 180 degrees?

ANSWER: x equals 9 degrees
8.
In 1963, John F. Kennedy awarded the Enrico Fermi Award to this scientist, the director of Princeton’s Institute for Advanced Study. His security clearance had been revoked nine years earlier. When he realized the destructive power of his new weapon, he mis-quoted the Bhagavad-Gita: ‘Now I am become Death, the destroyer of worlds.’ What scientific director of the Manhattan Project was the ‘father of the atomic bomb?’ 

ANSWER: J. Robert Oppenheimer
9.
This ruined city’s name is Sindhi for ‘Mound of the dead.’ The figures of the Priest King and the Dancing Girl are among its artifacts. It consisted of two main areas: the Citadel and the Lower Town. It was re-discovered, largely intact, by R.D. Banerji in 1922, and excavations here were carried out simultaneously with excavations of the city of Harappa. What ruined city was the largest in the Indus Valley civilization?

ANSWER: Mohenjo-daro (moh-hen-joh dah-roh)

10.
Amounts below the ‘nisab,’ or the value of three ounces of gold, are not subject to it. The al-mal type of this is levied against the believer’s total wealth. The al-fitra type of this is about $8, and is levied at the end of Ramadan on every single Muslim. What third pillar of Islam is the giving of alms? 

ANSWER: zakat (ZAH-kaht) (prompt on ‘almsgiving’)
11.
Every couple of years, it receives Rossby waves that cause sudden warming. It receives its name from the ‘layers’ of temperature in it – unlike its two neighbors, it is warmer at its top than at its bottom. The very long-range Paris Gun used in World War I was the first man-made object to reach it. Located between the mesosphere and the troposphere is what layer of the atmosphere? 

ANSWER: stratosphere
12.
Like the battle of Inkerman two weeks later, this battle ended inconclusively. Prince Menshikov ordered a charge against the British supply base which was stopped by Colin Campbell’s 93rd Highland Regiment, in an action which became known as ‘The Thin Red Line.’ Miscommunication between Lord Raglan and Lord Cardigan led to a suicidal counter-attack over half a league against entrenched Russian cannon. The Charge of the Light Brigade occurred during what battle of the Crimean War?

ANSWER: Battle of Balaklava (do not accept “Baklava,” that is a tasty dessert you can get at Turkish or Greek restaurants, prompt on ‘The Charge of the Light Brigade’)
13.
In 1905, he founded a pension fund for college professors that became TIAA-CREF (tee-uh-kref). This was one application of ideas in his Gospel of Wealth, which stated that the wealthy needed to enrich society. Other applications of this were funding a Pittsburgh university, now partially named for him, and building a performance hall in Midtown Manhattan. In 1901, he retired, as J.P. Morgan engineered the creation of U.S. Steel. Who was this Scottish-born industrialist? 

ANSWER: Andrew Carnegie (properly it’s kar-NEH-ghee)
14.
This country’s Justice and Equality Movement is fighting a civil war in the western regions. In October 2007, the southern-based SPLM withdrew from the government. The government, unable to defeat the western rebels, funneled arms to nomadic militias called Janjaweed who have been accused of ethnic cleansing. In late 2005, full-scale war with its western neighbor, Chad, was avoided. The Darfur crisis is in the western part of what African country? 


ANSWER: Sudan
15.
In a pension or 401(k) plan, this word refers to having full possession of money invested by your employer on your behalf. As a verb, it means to give authority or power to someone else. As a noun, it refers to a sleeveless garment worn over a shirt and under a jacket. What is this word that starts with ‘V’? 

ANSWER: vest (accept word forms)
Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each
Set A questions have an ‘A’ after their number; set B questions have a ‘B.’ 

1A.
What river forms most of the northern border of Kentucky? 

ANSWER: Ohio River

1B.
Systole and diastole refer to the two numbers of what vital sign?

ANSWER: blood pressure
2A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the mean of 12, 78, 37, 23, 46, and 44?

ANSWER: 40
2B.
What singer from Tappahannock has had two number one hits: ‘Run It!’ and ‘Kiss Kiss’? 

ANSWER: Chris Brown


3A.
Write down the following sentence. (Quizmaster: speak slowly) I hang a mobile from the side of my baby’s crib. (Quizmaster: speak normally) Restate that sentence in the simple past tense. 

ANSWER: I hung a mobile from the side of my baby’s crib (It’s not ‘hanged’ unless the mobile somehow got a death sentence) 

3B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. In Roman numerals, what is MDXL divided by XLIV?

ANSWER: XXXV
4A.
Ben Braddock wanders aimlessly in life, breaks up Elaine’s wedding, and is seduced by Mrs. Robinson in what movie starring Dustin Hoffman?

ANSWER: The Graduate

4B.
Who is the mentally retarded friend of George Milton in Of Mice and Men? 

ANSWER: Lennie Small

5A.
What law, officially called the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act, was passed after the Love Canal disaster and serves to protect people living on old toxic waste sites? 

ANSWER: Superfund
5B.
What act, passed in 1773, gave the East India Company a tax-free monopoly to import the title commodity to the Thirteen Colonies? 

ANSWER: Tea Act

6A.
She forced her handmaid Hagar and stepson Ishamel to run away; who then had Isaac with her husband, Abraham?

ANSWER: Sarah
6B.
The Tale of Tom Kitten is a story by what children’s author, better known for The Tale of Peter Rabbit?

ANSWER: Beatrix Potter
7A.
 What two French verbs are combined in English to indicate social grace or tact?

ANSWER: savoir-faire (sah-vwah fair)

7B.
What ‘mad monk’ caused the Tsarevich Alexei to stop bleeding, and was killed in December 1916 by a group led by Felix Yusupov?

ANSWER: Grigori Rasputin
8A.
Stocks with four-letter symbols usually trade on what all-electronic stock exchange, the major rival to the New York Stock Exchange? 

ANSWER: NASDAQ (once an acronym for “National Association of Security Dealers Automated Quotations”)

8B.
What is the most common oxidation number of a halogen?

ANSWER: minus one
9A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Solve for x and y.  5x minus 3y equals 11 and 8x plus 3y equals 41.

ANSWER: x equals 4 and y equals 3 (can be said in either order)
9B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. In lowest terms, what is 1/8 plus 5/9 minus 2/3?

ANSWER: 1/72
10A.
Name the type of colloid, of which cheese is an example, in which a liquid is dispersed in a solid.

ANSWER: gel
10B.
Which of Wagner’s operas is about a knight searching for the Holy Grail? 

ANSWER: Parsifal (par-see-fahl)

Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each

1.
This company owns the Smith Barney brokerage, the Diners Club credit card, and Primerica financial services. In 2007, the Abu Dhabi Investment Authority became its largest shareholder, providing a much needed $7.5 billion shortly after it announced billions in write-offs. It also named Vikram Pandit as its new CEO after Charles Prince resigned over those write-offs, all related to investments in sub-prime mortgages. What major bank brings us the Rose Bowl and has a stock symbol of ‘C’? 

ANSWER: Citigroup
2.
Arthur Sears Henning wrote the news story under this headline. The story stated the Republicans had taken control of the House and Senate, and that the Republican candidate had ‘won the presidency by an overwhelming majority of the electoral vote.’ The front page of the first edition of November 3, 1948’s Chicago Tribune had what infamous headline that wrongly stated that year’s Presidential election winner?

ANSWER: Dewey Defeats Truman (DO NOT accept ‘Dewey Beats Truman’)
3.
The ASCII code for this key stroke is 0x7F (read as: zero by 7-F). This code comes from the days of 7-bit paper tape – when it was pressed, it would punch out the next seven bits. Name this key the removes the character to the right of the cursor’s position.

ANSWER: Delete (DO NOT accept ‘backspace’)
4.
Its hyperbolic function is equal to the quantity e to the z minus e to the minus z over the quantity e to the z plus e to the minus z.  Its derivative is equal to secant squared.  Name this trigonometric function that is equal to sine divided by cosine and for an acute angle in a right triangle is equal to opposite side over adjacent side.

ANSWER: tangent
5.
This poem stated, ‘The golden sun, / The planets, all the infinite host of heaven, / Are shining on the sad abodes of death / Through the still lapse of ages.’ Richard Henry Dana, an editor of the North American Review in 1817, said of this poem: ‘No one, on this side of the Atlantic, is capable of writing such verses.’ In fact, not only had an American written it, it was a 17-year-old. Its Greek title is often translated as ‘Meditation Upon Death.’ What is this notable poem by William Cullen Bryant?

ANSWER: “Thanatopsis”

6.
In July 2007, this company bought Parakey, a company that was designing a Web-based operating system. Later in 2007, Microsoft bought a 1.6% stake in it for $240 million. On December 5, 2007, it issued an apology for how it launched its Beacon system that allowed online purchase tracking. Other features include a status that no longer starts with ‘is,’ and a wall for a user’s friends to leave messages. Mark Zuckerberg is the founder and CEO of what social-networking website, a rival to Myspace? 

ANSWER: facebook.com

7.
Mark Winegardner wrote two sequels to this novel in 2004 and 2006, (BLANK) Returns and (BLANK)’s Revenge. Several of its characters, such as Johnny Fontaine, are based on real-life people. It is about the struggles of an olive-oil importer for market supremacy and also focuses on the importer’s four children: Connie, Santino, Fredo, and Michael. In what Mario Puzo novel is Vito Corleone the head of a fictional Mafia family? 

ANSWER: The Godfather
8.
It was first measured by Henry Cavendish using a torsion balance and lead balls.  Like the speed of light, it has a value of one in Planck units.  Name this constant that has a value of approximately 6.674 times ten to the minus eleven newtons times meters squared divided by kilograms squared and is known as big G.

ANSWER: universal gravitational constant

9.
It contains the Moorland-Springarn Research Center; although it is mostly private, it does receive $235 million a year from Congress. Thurgood Marshall attended law school here after being denied admission to the then all-white University of Maryland law school. It is named for the first commissioner of the Freedmen’s Bureau and is the top producer of African-American Ph.D.’s in the country. What is this historically Black university in Washington, DC? 

ANSWER: Howard University

10.
For argon, it is 1.3 kilojoules per mole; for mercury, it is 23.4 kilojoules per mole; and for water, it is 6.01 kilojoules per mole.  It occurs at the melting point and is smaller than the heat of vaporization.  Name this term for the amount of thermal energy required for one mole of a substance to change from solid to liquid.

ANSWER: heat of fusion or enthalpy of fusion
11.
Erin Fleming was regarded as the Svengali of this comedian’s last years; his death was overlooked as it happened three days after Elvis Presley’s. In the early 1950s, he grew a real moustache, replacing his family greased-on facial hair for his show You Bet Your Life. What comedian made movies such as Monkey Business, Duck Soup, and A Night at the Opera with his brothers Chico, Gummo, Harpo, and Zeppo?

ANSWER: Groucho Marx (prompt on “Marx”)

12.
He wrote the book, The Dynamics of an Asteroid, and ‘A Treatise on the Binomial Theorem.’ He became the chair of mathematics at a university, from which he led his double life. In The Valley of Fear, he was described as ‘the famous scientific criminal,’ although in ‘The Final Problem,’ Watson had never heard of him. A mortal struggle on Reichenbach Falls led to the death of what arch-criminal, described as the ‘Napoleon of Crime’ by Sherlock Holmes? 

ANSWER: Professor James (Dr.) Moriarty
13.
Her recent works include the novel Get a Life and the short story collection Beethoven Was One-Sixteenth Black. Her 1963 work, Occasion for Living, included a love story between Ann Davis and Gideon Shibalo, that was forbidden due to being interracial. What winner of the 1974 Booker Prize for The Conservationist also won the 1991 Nobel Prize in Literature for her work in opposing South Africa’s apartheid regime? 

ANSWER: Nadine Gordimer
14.
In Moby Dick, Captain Ahab is described as having this ‘narrow-flowing’ form of paranoia. Edgar Allan Poe has the narrators of his stories ‘The Black Cat’ and ‘The Tell-Tale Heart’ suffer from this disorder, a singular obsession. It is such that the sufferer has one central idea that becomes an obsession. What disorder’s name comes from the Greek words for ‘one elevated mood’? 

ANSWER: monomania
15.
Its scientific name is Dionaea muscipula (moo-skih-POO-luh) and it is native to the bogs of North and South Carolina.  This small herb has leaves that are divided into a heart-shaped petiole and a pair of hinged terminal lobes that can quickly snap shut.  Name this carnivorous plant named after the Roman goddess of love.

ANSWER: venus fly trap
Spare questions 

Be sure to mark off questions as they are used. Replace, when possible, a discarded question with a spare in that area (i.e. science for science, English for English, etc.) 

1.
One member of this pair of homophones is a four-letter word referring to a special opportunity to buy something at reduced prices. The other word refers to an sheet of canvas attached to a ship’s mast that allows it to be propelled by the wind. What are these two words that start with ‘S’?

ANSWER: sale or sail
2.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the complement of an 11-degree angle, given that an angle and its complement sum to 90 degrees?

ANSWER: 79 degrees
3.
Diseases that affect this animal include MSX and dermo. It can change genders multiple times in its lifespan.  It is a filter feeder that feeds off plankton and breathes through gills.  It has a soft body surrounded by a highly calcified shell.  Name this bivalve mollusk known as a source of food and pearls.

ANSWER: oyster
4.
This dynasty passed into near-irrelevance after the death of Aurangzeb in 1707. It was finally abolished in 1857 during the Sepoy Mutiny by the British raj. Other rulers in this dynasty include the founder Babur, Humayun, Akbar the Great, and Shah Jahan, who commissioned the Taj Mahal. What Muslim dynasty ruled India between 1526 and 1857? 
 
ANSWER: Mughal or Mogul dynasty

5.
Biagio da Cesena (chay-SAY-nah) was portrayed as Minos, judge of the underworld. Daniele da Volterra painted fig leaves over the nudes in it. The artist portrayed himself with his skin was displayed in St. Bartholemew’s hands. Located on the altar wall of the Sistine Chapel is what mural by Michelangelo portraying Christ’s second coming and His division of the quick and the dead?

ANSWER: The Last Judgment
All questions ©2007 Scholastic Bowl Company of Virginia, Inc. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

