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2007-08 State Competition

Match #6


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl State Tournament. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions; further editing was done by Adam Fine and Marian Suter.

Participants must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Public discussion of these questions before the end of the state tournament is prohibited. 

(b)
Releasing these questions to entities outside Virginia is prohibited. 

First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each
1.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the sum of the interior angles of a 16-sided polygon, given that the formula is two fewer than the number of sides times 180 degrees?

ANSWER: 2520 degrees
2. 
This group used Carol Cleveland whenever an attractive woman was needed. It also used part of an Angelo Bronzino work – the foot of Cupid, to be exact. Among its six members, the only one who did not graduate from either Oxford or Cambridge was Terry Gilliam.  And now for something completely different, name this British comedy troupe known for their sketch comedy show and films about the Life of Brian and a search for the Holy Grail. 

ANSWER: Monty Python (No llamas were hurt in the writing of this question.)

3.
Some of their extinct relatives, like Megatherium, lived on the ground. Today, these omnivores live in trees in Central and South America and sleep from 15 to 18 hours a day. Their six species are divided into two-toed or three-toed varieties, and if they are in extreme danger, they can move at a quarter-mile per hour. Name this mammal that shares its name with a deadly sin.

ANSWER: sloth
4.
This event was covered in the Pulitzer-Prize winning Summer for the Gods. Coverage included live radio broadcasts via WGN and a team of trained primates performing on the lawn. The conviction for violating the Butler Act was overturned, as only juries could set fines above $50, according to Tennessee law. William Jennings Bryan was the prosecutor and Clarence Darrow the defense attorney in what infamous trial about the legality of teaching evolution?


ANSWER: Scopes monkey trial (prompt on “monkey trial”)

5.
The code in this book is simply transliterating runic characters into Latin and then reading them backwards. Its characters may, or may not, have duplicated the feat of Arne Saknussemm (sak-NOOS-em). Professor Liedenbrock drags his nephew and a hired guide, Hans Bjelke (byel-KEH) down a volcano in Iceland, ultimately being thrown out of the volcano Stromboli. What is this Jules Verne novel about a trip through the mantle and core? 


ANSWER: A Journey to the Center of the Earth or Voyage au centre de la Terre
6.
A number of these financial instruments, with an underlying stock of United Airlines and American Airlines, were traded on the morning of 9/11. While they might be used to hedge a long position that is significantly ahead, they are frequently bought by investors thinking the stock price will be going down. What publicly traded stock option gives the purchaser the right to sell 100 shares of stock, and is the opposite of a call? 


ANSWER: put(s) options 

7. 
While in power, this leader of the Union for a Popular Movement party has introduced policies to allow exceptions for overtime for workers. More significantly, he has announced that he seeks to end his country's 35-hour workweek. Minister of the Interior for both Dominique de Villepin (VEE-ay-pan) and Jean-Pierre Raffarin, this is what current world leader who also serves as Co-Prince of the nation of Andorra?

ANSWER: Nicholas Sarkozy
8.
Mild cases can be treated with periodic cleaning or with chlorhexidine (klor-hek-sih-DEEN) digluconate (dye-GLOO-kaw-nate). If untreated, this disease can progress into periodontitis (pay-ree-oh-DAWN-tie-tis). Its acute necrotizing ulcerative form is also known as trench mouth. Name this disease, usually caused by plaque, which is a swelling and inflammation of the gums.

ANSWER: gingivitis
9.
Etant donnés was his return to the art world that he left in 1923 to play chess. Several photographs of Rrose (er-ROZE) Sélavy are actually this artist dressed as a woman. His sculpture Fountain was just an overturned urinal. He drew a moustache on the Mona Lisa, calling it L.H.O.O.Q. A writer for the New York Times said, ‘(It) resembled an explosion in a shingle factory,’ about what artist’s Nude Descending a Staircase, No. 2?

ANSWER: Marcel Duchamp (dew-shawm)

10.
Its author declared, ‘In the world revolution now under way, the initiative rests with people of color.’ Muhammad Ali was called a ‘free man determined not to be the white man’s puppet,’ and Floyd Patterson was called a ‘woman’ by comparison. It also stated that Black homosexuals ‘are outraged’ since ‘they are unable to have a baby by a white man,’ referring specifically to James Baldwin. What is this autobiography by Black Panther leader Eldridge Cleaver? 


ANSWER: Soul on Ice
11.
The first one of these that was self-hosting was developed by Hart and Levin for Lisp in 1962. Grace Hopper wrote the first of these in 1952, and John Backus wrote one for FORTRAN in 1957. They enabled COBOL to be universal across platforms. Their output is often processed by other programs called linkers. What is this computer program that translates one computer language into another computer language? 


ANSWER: compiler(s)

12.
In 2007, they lost three of their last five regular season games to Vanderbilt, LSU and Tennessee. Entering the conference tournament as the sixth seed, Billy Donovan led the team past Arkansas to take the conference title, earning the #1 seed in the Midwest Regional for the NCAA tournament.  Forward Joakim Noah led this Southeastern Conference team to the Final Four. What team defeated Ohio State to win the 2007 NCAA Men's Division I basketball tournament championship?

ANSWER: University of Florida
13.
He devised a law code called the Yassa to govern his territories. He also recruited the prince Chu’Tsai to assist him in governing cities. His generals Subutai and Jebe conducted a Great Raid, encircling the Caspian Sea. He defeated his rival Jamukha, the leader of the Jaradans, to assume power, and was given his title in a Kurultai in 1206. He then conquered Hsi-Hsia (shee-shee-uh), the Kara Khitai, the Chin Dynasty, and the nation of Khwarezem. The boy Temujin became what first ruler of the Mongol empire? 


ANSWER: Genghis Khan (accept Temujin before it is said).

14.
He wrote the first part of his memoir Living to Tell the Tale after being diagnosed with lymphatic cancer in 1999. He was a writer for El Universal, a newspaper in Cartagena (kar-tah-HAY-nah) when he wrote The Story of a Shipwrecked Sailor. In 1982, he won a Nobel Prize for works such as The Autumn of the Patriarch, Chronicle of a Death Foretold, and One Hundred Years of Solitude. He followed that up with a Magic Realism masterpiece, Love in the Time of Cholera. Who is this Colombian writer? 


ANSWER: Gabriel García Márquez (prompt on ‘Marquez’)

15.
This Virginia city’s population has shrunk from 48,111 in 2000 to an estimated 45,700 today. It was originally named Wynne’s Falls and was renamed for a nearby river in 1793. There are several memorials to the Wreck of the Old 97 in this city. For seven days in 1865, it was the capital of the Confederate States of America.  What is this city in Pittsylvania County located on the North Carolina border? 


ANSWER: Danville, Virginia

Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each
Set A questions have an ‘A’ after their number; set B questions have a ‘B.’ 

1A.
What comic strip character had unrequited love for the Little Red-Headed Girl?


ANSWER: Charlie Brown
1B.
What kind of tree is classified in the genus Acer?

ANSWER: maple(s)

2A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. How many distinct ways can the letters in the word divide be arranged?

ANSWER: 180
2B.
What supposed grammatical mistake is made when another word is put between “to” and the verb that follows it?

ANSWER: split infinitive(s) or splitting the infinitive(s)

3A.
What is the capital of Ecuador?


ANSWER: Quito, Ecuador

3B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the remainder when 1943 is divided by 6?

ANSWER: five
4A.
In what novel does the protagonist flunk out of Pencey Prep and watch his sister Phoebe ride the carousel? 


ANSWER: The Catcher in the Rye
4B.
At what battle on December 26, 1776, did George Washington capture over 900 surprised Hessians? 


ANSWER: Battle of Trenton
5A.
Desert rose and alabaster are the natural forms of what mineral that lies between talc and calcite on the Mohs scale and is used in plaster of Paris?

ANSWER: gypsum
5B.
Sylvester Stallone has resurrected two film franchises - starring in 2006’s Rocky Balboa, and in 2007 returning as what former Vietnamese prisoner of war?

ANSWER: John Rambo
6A.
What two Latin words, meaning ‘Woe to the conquered,’ were allegedly said by the Gaullish chief Brennus to the citizens of Rome in 390 BC?

ANSWER: vae victus (way wik-tus)

6B.
What landmark consisted of 97 miles of barbed wire and concrete, was built in 1961, and destroyed in 1989? 


ANSWER: Berlin Wall
7A.
What type of life insurance involves someone giving the insurance company money, and then the company giving that person a guaranteed income? 


ANSWER: annuity
7B.
George Handel composed what work to celebrate the end of the War of Austrian Succession?


ANSWER: Music for the Royal Fireworks or Royal Fireworks Music
8A.
Rabbinic Judaism is descended from what sect that opposed the Sadducees and frequently disagreed with Jesus Christ? 


ANSWER: Pharisee(s)

8B.
What is the chemical formula of nitrous acid?

ANSWER: HNO2
9A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the determinant of the matrix whose top row is 6 and -3 and whose bottom row is 7 and 9?

ANSWER: 75
9B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the cosecant of 210 degrees?

ANSWER: negative two
10A.
What element has atomic number 30?

ANSWER: zinc
10B.
Winston Smith is tortured in Room 101 by what Inner Party member? 


ANSWER: Mr. O’Brien
Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each

1.
Disguised as a boy, she buys a house, flock, and pastureland from Corin and Silvius. While her friend disguises herself as Aliena, the shepherdess Phebe falls in love with her disguise as a boy named Ganymede. She, however, is actually in love with Orlando. What friend of Duke Frederick’s daughter Celia is the only daughter of the rightful Duke Senior in As You Like It? 


ANSWER: Rosalind (As You Like It)

2.
The Balkan gaida and the Turkish tulum are varieties of this instrument. The chanter associated with this instrument is usually open-ended, thus making its notes legato; that is, with no gap between notes. On the other hand, the Northumberland small variety of this instrument can be played staccato. The Uilllean (EYE-lun) is an Irish version of this instrument, although the popular mind usually thinks of its Great Highland model. What is this musical instrument associated with Scotland? 


ANSWER: bagpipe(s)

3.
Its molecular mass is 94 and it can be made from the cumene process or the Raschig process.  It was once used as an antiseptic and is used in weedkiller and exfoliants.  Also known as carbolic acid, it is an aromatic compound that is toxic.  Name this weak acid that has chemical formula C6H5OH.

ANSWER: phenol (accept carbolic acid before it is said in the question)

4.
This four-letter word is paired with ‘well’ to refer to someone trying, but not always succeeding, to be helpful. As a noun, it can refer to available resources, especially wealth, or to a hoped-for middle position between two extremes. To a statistician, this word refers to the sum of all elements in a set divided by the number of elements in the set – basically, synonymous with average. What word also describes someone or something that is not very nice, such as the girls in a 2004 Lindsay Lohan movie? 


ANSWER: mean
5.
He attempted to rescue the stranded corps of George Thomas while commanding an infantry division at Chickamauga. He was brought east, but allowed Confederates to seize crossroads before the Battle of Spotsylvania. He went on strategic raiding missions, one of which included the Battle of Yellow Tavern, where JEB Stuart was killed. After Jubal Early’s Washington raid, he was told, ‘We want the Shenandoah Valley to remain a barren waste.’ Who then engaged in the infamous ‘Burning of the Valley’ in late 1864? 


ANSWER: Philip Sheridan
6.
Its owner married Ellen Robillard, and it grew to over 1,000 acres and had more than 100 slaves. Its house was spared when Union troops used it as a field headquarters, and only Frank Kennedy’s savings paid the $300 tax assessed on it. It was located in Clayton County, near Jonesborough, Georgia, and was named for the place from which Irish High Kings ruled. Gerald O’Hara was the founder and owner of what plantation, the site of many scenes in Gone With the Wind? 


ANSWER: Tara
7.
Its signers vowed ‘to reassemble whenever circumstances require, until the constitution of the realm is drawn up and fixed upon solid foundations.’ It was signed in response to the closure of the Salle des Etats (sahl day-ZAY-tah). It succeeded, as after its signing, the clergy and nobles were ordered to join the new National Assembly by Louis XVI. All but one member of Third Estate signed what pledge on June 20, 1789, named for the location where it was signed? 


ANSWER: Tennis Court Oath

8.
For potassium, it is 2.12 electron volts; for copper, 7.05 electron volts; and for gold, 5.53 electron volts.  It is defined as the energy of the highest occupied quantum state, in a system of particles that obey the Pauli exclusion principle, at zero temperature.  Name this energy named after an Italian physicist that is abbreviated E sub F.

ANSWER: Fermi energy

9.
Victims of his wrath included the satyr Marsyas and the mortal woman Niobe’s fourteen children. He had affairs with Coronis, Cyrene, and Hecuba, although the nymph Daphne was turned into a tree to avoid him. The name Phoebus was associated with this god by Late Classical Latin poets. After Homer’s time, his role and the role of Helios were equated. Artemis was the twin sister of what Greek and Roman god of light? 


ANSWER: Apollo
10.
TWO ANSWERS REQUIRED. One helped compute the percentage of oxygen in the atmosphere and studied the speed of light in a magnetic field. The other was the University of Chicago’s first physics chair, and was the first American to win a Nobel Prize, doing so in 1907. Both were scientists at what is now Case Western Reserve University in 1887, when they conducted a famous experiment. What two scientists’ experiment led others to disprove the existence of luminiferous ether? 

ANSWER: Albert Michelson (MIH-kul-sen) and Edward Morley
11.
A basketball player uses this word to refer to getting between a defender and a teammate, so as to make the teammate’s shot easier. It refers to selecting one out of many choices or to using something other than a key to open a lock. It is a synonym for plectrum, a small pointed object moved against the strings of an instrument. What word also refers to an impolite action done to the nose? 


ANSWER: pick
12.
This ship’s most notorious captain still possesses a valid ship masters’ license and taught in the early 90s at SUNY Maritime College. It remains in service as the Sea River Mediterranean and steams the Atlantic Ocean, as an Act of Congress bans it from the North Pacific. For negligent discharge of oil, a $50,000 fine and community service was levied against its former captain, Joseph Hazelwood. On March 24, 1989, Alaska’s Prince William Sound had 11 million gallons of crude oil spilled into it from what tanker? 


ANSWER: Exxon Valdez
13.
Also known as a ventriculus or gigerium (jih-jeh-REE-um), it is lined with keratin. Some creatures with one will swallow gravel or stones to help it function. In culinary terms, it is part of a bird’s giblets.  Name this organ found in birds and reptiles that is a muscular stomach.

ANSWER: gizzard
14.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the mean of 23, 47, 12, and 98, given that the sum of the four-number sequence equals 180?

ANSWER: 45
15.
It is the Western name for members of ascetic groups called tariqah (tah-REE-kah), and it comes from an Urdu word meaning ‘ascetic temperament.’ It was also used, inaccurately, to describe members of the Mahdist army in 1890s Sudan. The practice often associated with one is only practiced by the Turkish Mevlevi group, although other groups will walk the streets singing verses from the Qur’an or play drums as a group. What Sufi holy men are often associated with a dance that looks like ‘whirling?’ 


ANSWER: dervish(es)

Spare questions 

Be sure to mark off questions as they are used. Replace, when possible, a discarded question with a spare in that area (i.e. science for science, English for English, etc.) 

1.
He supposedly replied, ‘To the strongest,’ when asked who should succeed him as ruler. This led to the Diodachi (dee-oh-DAH-kee) Wars among his leading generals. Despite defeating Poros at the Battle of Hydaspes, his army refused to press on into the Ganges (gahn-JEEZ) Valley. However, he had defeated Darius III at Granicus, Issus, and Gaugamela, essentially destroying the Persian Empire, and thus uniting Greece and Persia. Who was this Macedonian ruler? 


ANSWER: Alexander II or Alexander the Great
2.
From the Greek for place and study, it builds on set theory. It is joked that someone who studies this extension of geometry cannot tell the difference between a doughnut and a coffee cup.  Name this branch of mathematics that deals with spatial properties preserved under stretching without tearing or gluing.

ANSWER: topology
3.
Switchgrass has been touted as an alternative source for this product, rather than the primary agricultural product it is manufactured from, due to its positive net energy credit; the primary alternative requires 1.2 gallons of fossil fuels to produce one gallon of product.  Currently, a rise in the market price for a bushel of corn has lead to the search for alternative methods of producing what alternative fuel source?

ANSWER: ethanol
4. 
The University of Edinburgh stripped this man's degree from him, amid charges of vote-rigging and voter intimidation. Known for forcibly oppressing the country's white minority and forcibly seizing several farms, his nation currently boasts an 85% unemployment rate, the worst in Africa.  Who is this man, who once compared himself favorably to Adolf Hitler and is the current head of state of Zimbabwe?

ANSWER: Robert Mugabe
5.
She was a White House Fellow in 1967, and helped President Johnson write his memoirs. She won the 2005 Lincoln Prize for Team of Rivals, a book she wrote on Lincoln’s fractious Presidential Cabinet. She won the 1995 Pulitzer Prize for History after writing No Ordinary Time: Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt: The American Homefront During World War II. In 2002, what historian admitted to plagiarizing much of The Fitzgeralds and the Kennedys and even No Ordinary Time? 


ANSWER: Doris Kearns Goodwin
All questions ©2007 Scholastic Bowl Company of Virginia, Inc. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

