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2007-08 State Competition

Match #10


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl State Tournament. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions; further editing was done by Adam Fine and Marian Suter.

Participants must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Public discussion of these questions before the end of the state tournament is prohibited. 

(b)
Releasing these questions to entities outside Virginia is prohibited. 

First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each
1.
In 2005, the Ayles Ice Shelf broke off from this island and briefly posed a threat to shipping in the Beaufort Sea. The village of Grise Fiord contains most of its 168 inhabitants. Its other settlements, Alert and Eureka, are military outposts. It contains Barbeau Peak, the highest point in Nunavut. The Nares (NAH-res) Strait separates it from Greenland. What is the northernmost of the Arctic islands belonging to Canada? 


ANSWER: Ellesmere Island

2.
Stalin called it ‘the language of spies’ and had speakers executed. Hitler thought it was part of a Jewish conspiracy. In 1911, it was considered to be the national language of China. Internacia (een-tair-nah-TSEE-ah) Televiso (tay-lay-VEE-soh), a television station in this language, stopped broadcasting in 2006. Nouns end in o and adjectives end in e in this language. Ludwig Zamenhof developed what artificial language whose name means ‘one who hopes?’ 


ANSWER: Esperanto

3.
In 2007, China produced 276 metric tons of this element, taking the world lead from South Africa. It can be made in a nuclear reactor from mercury, fulfilling a millennia-old dream. In January, its price went above $900 an ounce. What element has chemical symbol Au?


ANSWER: gold
4.
This poem’s original title was ‘He Do the Police in Different Voices.’ Its author wrote several pages of notes to some of its references; this was done so Boni and Liveright would publish it in December 1922. Its five sections include ‘A Game of Chess,’ ‘The Burial of the Dead,’ and ‘What the Thunder Said.’ The line ‘Shantih – shantih – shantih’ concludes and the line ‘April is the cruelest month’ begins what poem by T.S. Eliot? 


ANSWER: “The Waste Land”

5.
He joined the Ace in the Hole Band in 1975, and was signed to MCA in 1981. His first country number one was ‘Fool Hearted Memory,’ and his most recent was ‘It Just Comes Natural.’ He has occasionally appeared on screen, playing the voice of Cornell in King of the Hill and appearing as Dusty Chandler in Pure Country. Only Conway Twitty has had more Number One songs than what country artist? 


ANSWER: George Strait
6.
This property is not associated with subtraction, division, and exponentiation.  It is associated with matrix multiplication, functional composition, and addition and multiplication of complex and real numbers.  For a binary operation ‘star,’ what property states that the quantity x star y – end quantity – star z equals x star the quantity y star z? 

ANSWER: associative
7.
In 1734, he established the oldest ‘Continuously Operating English Constituted Lodge of Freemasons in the Western Hemisphere.’ He was elected to Parliament in 1722, and his plans for a new colony were accepted – the British government hoped to get rid of undesirables and also have a base to attack Florida. Who sought to give debtors a new life by founding the colony of Georgia? 


ANSWER: James Oglethorpe
8.
It is the street name where Apple’s headquarters are located. In older operating systems, these caused the entire system to become unresponsive. With newer multitasking operating systems they cause the program containing it to consume all available system resources until the user closes the program. Name this computer programming error where a loop has no terminating condition.


ANSWER: Infinite Loop 

9.
Her last novel, Rule Britannia, had some anti-American overtones, while her The House on the Strand incorporated science-fiction themes. While she married Lieutenant General Frederick Browning, she was better known by her maiden name. Her middle-period novels such as Hungry Hill and My Cousin Rachel were made into movies. Who is, however, better known for her early works that were adapted into film: the novel Jamaica Inn, the short story ‘The Birds,’ and the novel Rebecca? 


ANSWER: Daphne du Maurier
10.
It is marked by consumption of maror (MAH-ror) and avoidance of chametz (HAH-mets). Along with Sukkot and Shauvot, it was one of the three festivals that required all Jews to make a pilgrimage to Jerusalem. It is also marked by consumption of matzoh (MAH-tsoh), or unleavened bread, and by a ceremonial meal called a seder (SAY-der). What Jewish holiday celebrates God liberating the Israelites from slavery? 


ANSWER: Passover or Pesach
11.
It is a genus of thirteen species of the Apocynaceae (uh-PAW-sih-nah-keye) family that is a cactus-like plant with flesh-colored flowers found in southern Africa.  Its gordonii species is being investigated for medical use.  Name this plant whose ingredient P57 is claimed to be an appetite suppressant.

ANSWER: hoodia
12.
Revolutionary War veteran David Shipman may have been the partial inspiration for this series’ hero. The Prairie is set in 1804 and is the last novel in this series that spans 60 years of literary time. The Deerslayer, set in 1744, was the first in this series. Natty Bumppo is the hero of what series of novels, that includes The Last of the Mohicans, written by James Fenimore Cooper? 


ANSWER: The Leatherstocking Tales

13.
This twelve-letter word comes from a Middle English word meaning ‘to disturb.’ It can refer to someone approaching you to raise money for charity or another favor. A lawyer defines this word as either asking another person to help with a crime, especially with reference to a prostitute seeking clients. What is this word starting with ‘s’?


ANSWER: solicitation
14.
In 2007, it sold the Boston Market chain to Sun Capital, and in October 2006, it completely divested itself of its shares in Chipotle Mexican Grill. Between 10 and 12 percent of all workers have been employed here. Brothers Dick and Mac established its first restaurant in San Bernadino, California, in 1940. Ray Kroc established the franchising model at what fast-food chain known for its Big Macs? 


ANSWER: McDonald’s
15.
This battle was fought after Allied losses at Le Cateau (kah-TOH) and Guise (GHEEZ). It started when the German First and Second Armies left their right flanks exposed. Allied victory here led to Germany abandoning the Schlieffen (shlee-FEN) Plan and to four years of trench warfare. What battle, fought in September 1914, is noted for soldiers being taken to the front in six hundred taxicabs, thus saving Paris? 


ANSWER: Battles of the Marne
Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each
Set A questions have an ‘A’ after their number; set B questions have a ‘B.’ 

1A.
What posthumous memoir by Ernest Hemingway details his life among American expatriates in Paris during the 1920s? 


ANSWER: A Moveable Feast
1B.
What is the fourth and final phase of mitosis?

ANSWER: telophase
2A.
As of 2003, what action had the US done 77 times, Russia 120 times, China 5 times, France 18 times, and the United Kingdom 32 times? 


ANSWER: vetoes at the UN Security Council (prompt on ‘UN veto,’ but accept Security Council veto)

2B.
Jim Anderson was the omniscient patriarch in what radio and TV show about Jim, his wife Margaret, and his kids, Betty, Bud, and Kathy? 


ANSWER: Father Knows Best

3A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. In lowest terms, what is 2/5 plus 5/8 minus 2/3?

ANSWER: 43/120
3B.
What river in Siberia has the Irtysh as a major tributary and runs 2,268 miles from the Altai Mountains to the Arctic Ocean? 


ANSWER: Ob River

4A.
Numerous companies, including Northern Tool & Equipment Company and Mattel, have been forced to issue recalls due to what element’s presence in paint? 

ANSWER: lead
4B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. How many distinct ways can the letters in the word robot be arranged?

ANSWER: 60
5A.
What virus, that originated in Uganda and Egypt, is most commonly carried by crows and robins, and has spread to 45 of the 50 states? 


ANSWER: West Nile virus

5B.
What word means: the smallest margin of victory in a horse race, to meddle or pry into something, or a part of the face? 


ANSWER: nose 

6A.
What name is shared by two religious musical works: Mozart’s Mass No. 16 in C major and Beethoven’s Opus 123 in D major?


ANSWER: Missa Solemnis (mee-suh saw-lem-nis) or Solemn Mass (prompt on ‘Mass’)

6B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the surface area of a box with height 2 meters, width 3 meters, and depth 10 meters?

ANSWER: 112 square meters
7A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Where are the foci of the ellipse x squared over 25 plus y squared over 9 = 1?

ANSWER: (4, 0) and (-4, 0) (can be said in either order)

7B.
Write down the following sentence. (Quizmaster: speak slowly) When we are going to the movies, buying a big box of popcorn will be necessary. (Quizmaster: speak normally) What is the gerund in that sentence?

ANSWER: buying
8A.
Madame Ranevskaya (rah-neff-SKAH-yah) listens to the title object being cut down at the end of what play by Anton Chekhov? 


ANSWER: The Cherry Orchard
8B.
What is the term for a hydrocarbon that contains one or more benzene rings?

ANSWER: aromatic
9A.
What Chinese dynasty ruled between 1368 and 1644? 


ANSWER: Ming dynasty

9B.
Louisiana’s law code is not based on English common law, but rather upon what French civil law code? 


ANSWER: Napoleonic Code or Code Napoleon
10A.
Who developed a ‘sieve’ to determine prime numbers? 


ANSWER: Eratosthenes (ay-ruh-TAWS-theh-neez)

10B.
What order of monks and priests is named after a 13th century saint that lived in Assisi? 


ANSWER: Franciscan(s)

Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each

1.
As a teenager, this hero caught the Salmon of Knowledge.  His survival had been insured when Conn of the Hundred Battles guaranteed the safety of his mother, Muirne (MIR-neh). The warrior-woman Liath (LEE-uh) Luachra (LOO-uh-kruh) raised him and taught him the ways of war. The most popular story has him not dying, but sleeping in a cave below Dublin, ready to defend Ireland when needed. Who is this hero of the Fenian cycle of Irish mythology? 


ANSWER: Finn McCool or Fionn mac Cumhaill
2.
He declared himself ‘the Successor of the Prophet of God’ and that the ‘angel of inspiration is with me from God.’ He united the often-feuding Baqqara and Fur tribesmen into a single coherent force called the Ansar. He died of typhus in 1885, six months after his greatest victory – the defeat of Charles Gordon. His kingdom ended a decade later, when his successors lost the Battle of Omdurman. Who is this man that defeated Anglo-Egyptian forces to seize control of the Sudan? 


ANSWER: Muhammad Ahmad or the Mahdi 

3.
Two theories about this type of rock's formation exist; one theory posits that they are created by lava hardening around an air bubble, and then filled in with solutions of water seeping through cracks in the rock, depositing impurities.  The other theory describes a washing-out of a sedimentary rock cavity and then receiving mineral deposits, leaving behind an inner core of agate, calcite or quartz around a limestone or basaltic shell.  These processes create what kind of hollow stone, which when opened reveals crystalline deposits?

ANSWER: geode
4.
He went bankrupt in 1858 after trying to export rice from Peru. An attempt to arrest him in 1867 and have him committed was speedily reversed, and he lived until 1880. In 1869, he abolished the Republican and Democratic parties, and referred to Winfield Scott as ‘the Command-in-Chief of our Armies.’ What San Franciscan was, between 1859 and 1880, the Protector of Mexico and Emperor of the United States? 


ANSWER: Joshua A. Norton or Norton I
5.
Located exactly opposite of Cassiopea in the celestial sphere is what constellation known for its pointer stars, but is no longer visible above the horizon in locations like Athens and Danville?

ANSWER: Southern Cross or Crux
6.
This novel’s title character had an English father that mistreated his Spanish mother.  Lady Conway condemns its female lead, turning down a marriage proposal due to not wanting to ever fall in love. But, by the end of the book, the title character, whose name is Ahmad ben Hassen, has declared his love for Diana Mayo. What is this Edith Maude Hull novel made into a 1921 film starring Rudolph Valentino? 


ANSWER: The Sheik
7. 
First developed by Jack Cover in 1969, this device contains a small nitrogen cartridge for use as a propellant.  New versions of the C2 model are available in pink and other designer styles and colors, and are being marketed for women.  Amnesty International has reported that they have caused more than 200 deaths, while the UN has declared them to be a form of torture.  Short for Thomas A. Swift's Electric Rifle, these are what weapons, designed to be nonlethal alternatives to firearms?

ANSWER: TASER
8.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Consider the balanced chemical equation for cellular respiration. Remembering that glucose and oxygen are the reactants, give both the names and number of molecules of the products.


ANSWER: 6 CO2 and 6 H2O (accept answers like ‘six carbon dioxide molecules and six water molecules’)

9.
This novel’s plot begins when Edward Prendick washes ashore after a shipwreck. The title character and his assistant, Montgomery, are both killed by the now-feral inhabitants of the title location. One of the five parts of this book’s ‘Law’ states, ‘Not to go on All-Fours; that is the Law. Are we not men?’ In what H.G. Wells novel does the title character perform experiments to create men out of beasts?  


ANSWER: The Island of Dr Moreau
10.
The Ugaritic alphabet was composed using the same methods as this writing system. The Hittites used around 375 of its symbols to write their own language. By the 8th century BC, it was replaced in everyday use by the Aramean alphabet, and the last known inscription dates from around 75 AD. The Behistun Inscription was needed to fully decipher writings in this system. A wedge-shaped stylus was used to create what writing system, created in Sumeria around 3000 BC? 


ANSWER: cuneiform
11.
He wrote ten episodes of the 1953 sitcom Topper and made his off-Broadway break with Saturday Night. After his father Herbert left him and his mother Foxy, he became like a son to Oscar Hammerstein. He has won seven Tony Awards, more than any other composer. He wrote the scores for A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum, A Little Night Music, Into the Woods, and Sweeney Todd. Who also wrote the lyrics to West Side Story? 


ANSWER: Stephen Sondheim
12.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the remainder when 18,443 is divided by 8, given that 16,000, 2400, and 40 are all evenly divisible by 8?

ANSWER: three
13.
It functions by using alkaloids such as emetine and cephalin that irritate the gastric mucosa and stimulate the medullary chemoreceptor trigger zone to achieve its usual aim.  It has been abused by people with bulimia nervosa.  Name this syrup that is commonly used to induce vomiting.

ANSWER: ipecac
14.
In this short story, Aminadab the lab assistant warns against a scientific experiment. However, Aylmer ignores the warnings and creates a potion that removes the titular feature, but kills the potion’s recipient. Aylmer’s wife, Georgiana, has a hand-shaped discoloration on her cheek in what short story by Nathaniel Hawthorne? 


ANSWER: “The Birth-Mark”

15.
It was the name of a Boston-based bank that merged with Bank of America in 2004. It was the name of a street that was the home to Britain’s major media outlets. Over the centuries, it has become an adjective that means ‘fast.’ The noun with this name comes from an Old English word meaning ‘to float.’ What is this word that describes a group of ships? 


ANSWER: fleet
Spare questions 

Be sure to mark off questions as they are used. Replace, when possible, a discarded question with a spare in that area (i.e. science for science, English for English, etc.) 

1.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the midpoint between (7, -3, 41) and (-15, -17, 23), given that the midpoint is found by averaging the coordinates?

ANSWER: (-4, -10, 32)
2.
Between 1956 and 1965, this group held four international Senior Roundups. Later in 2008, it will add a level called ‘Ambassadors’ for 11th and 12th graders. In 2002, it added the Studio 2B program to supplement the Cadette and Senior levels. Juliette Gordon Low is the founder of what organization that has 2.8 million members, all between the ages of five and seventeen, that sells cookies every January? 


ANSWER: Girl Scouts of America

3.
It has not yet been observed, but it should be one of the few observable events of the Grand Unified Theory.  It should be a consequence of broken baryon number symmetry.  The Super-Kamiokande detector in Japan has not detected it.  Name this process in which a certain positively charged subatomic particle is expected to have a half-life of ten to the 35th or ten to the 36th years.

ANSWER: proton decay
4.
In Section Seven, this book’s title character learns how to become a master thief from the ‘Governess.’ The just reward is given in Section Eight, where the title character goes to Newgate Prison, where she had been born. Once in Newgate, she reunites with her Lancashire husband, the only man she truly cared for. Her other husbands included the younger brother of her first lover, a draper that fled to France, a banker, and her half-brother. What is this novel by Daniel Dafoe? 


ANSWER: The Fortunes and Misfortunes of the Famous Moll Flanders (the rest of the title is five lines long and can be looked up)

5.
He built a summer villa on Vibe Island, but trusted the wrong Goomba with the Vibe Scepter. He is a father of eight children, including Junior, Morton, Wendy O., Roy, and Ludwig von. To defeat Count Bleck and prevent the Void from destroying all existence, he had to join Princess Peach, Luigi, and Mario. Who is this ruler of the Koopa Kingdom? 


ANSWER: King Bowser (prompt on “King Koopa”)

All questions ©2007 Scholastic Bowl Company of Virginia, Inc. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

