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Tossups

1. His newest book, at nearly eleven hundred pages, is his longest yet.  It follows the adventures of the Traverse brothers as they try to avenge their father’s death. His shortest novel recounts Oedipa Maas’s attempt to uncover the secrets of an international postal conspiracy, ending with the auction of the titular Lot 49.  For ten points, identify this reclusive writer, whose other novels include Vineland, Mason and Dixon, V, and Gravity’s Rainbow.  

ANSWER: Thomas Pynchon
2. This Texan currently serves as dean of Pepperdine University School of Law. He was an influential lawyer and federal judge in Washington D.C. and was a well-respected moderate, which lead George H. W. Bush to consider him for the Supreme Court seat that went to David Souter.  That respect would not last amongst liberals following his investigations in the death of Vincent Foster and an Arkansas land deal.  For ten points name this man who gained his greatest amount of fame for his self-titled report that he submitted to Congress which recommended impeaching President Clinton for his role in the Lewinsky scandal.

ANSWER: Kenneth Starr
3. In 1880, just months before her death, she changed her surname yet again to Cross after marrying a man twenty years younger than her. She had already taken on a new name once before, because she felt her writing would be taken more seriously that way, and her first novel, Adam Bede, was very well received. For ten points, name this Victorian British author whose real name was Mary Ann Evans, the woman behind such novels as Silas Marner and Middlemarch.

ANSWER: George Eliot (accept Mary Ann Evans if answered before it is mentioned)
4. It has flown more missions than any other spacecraft, with 33, and notable missions include John Glenn’s 1998 flight, seven trips to the International Space Station, and the return to space following both the Challenger and Columbia disasters. In 1990, it launched the Hubble Space Telescope and returned to service it twice. The oldest space shuttle still in operation, for ten points name this spaceship which shares its name with the ship from 2001: A Space Odyssey as well as nautical ships operated by James Cook and Henry Hudson.

ANSWER: shuttle Discovery
5. It can be represented by the spokes of the Dharma wheel, with sharp edges to cut through ignorance. Falling into the categories of wisdom, ethical conduct, and mental discipline, the Buddha explains that its completion leads to two further stages: right knowledge and right liberation. For ten points, identify this Buddhist teaching, consisting of right understanding, intention, speech, action, livelihood, effort, mindfulness, and concentration.

ANSWER: Noble Eightfold Path
6. Born in West River, North Carolina, he was born in the back of his father’s car, a 1969 Chevrolet Chevelle Malibu.  In 1996, he replaced Ted Cheveaux in the #26 car and finished his first race in third place.  He has two sons by his ex-wife Carley, a ten year old named Walker and another boy named Texas Ranger.  Carley dumped him for his best friend Cal who for years suffered as runner-up to this character by employing their “Shake n’ Bake” method on the NASCAR circuit.  For 10 points, what is this title character of the film Talladega Nights played by Will Farrell?

ANSWER:  Ricky Bobby
7. By analyzing the game, Robert Axelrod classified certain strategies as successful based on the stressed placed by each on retaliating, forgiving, being nice, and being non-envious.  These strategies can only apply to the situation in which an unknown number of games will be played.  Otherwise, both players will rationally defect, but be worse off each time.  For ten points, name this conceptual model game in which two rational players have the option to cooperate or defect.

ANSWER: The Prisoner’s Dilemma
8. Humphrey Davy mistook it for a compound, leaving Jons Jakob Berzelius to discover it in 1824. It is the second most abundant element in the Earth’s crust, due to the prevalence of its compound with the most abundant element, oxygen. It is used as a semiconductor and is tetravalent, leading many science fiction authors to imagine life forms based on this instead of carbon. For ten points, identify this element, part of sand, element fourteen.

ANSWER: silicon
9. He was acclaimed as a conductor by his contemporaries and was also a prolific writer of musical criticism. This Frenchman was strongly influenced by literary works such as Byron's Childe Harold and several of Shakespeare’s plays. The opera Les Troyens and song cycle Les nuits d'été are some of the lesser-known works of, for ten points, what composer of Harold in Italy and Symphonie Fantastique?

ANSWER: Hector Berlioz
10. Pencil and paper ready. Willy Wonka wants to know how many Oompa Loompas he needs to help him mix chocolate for his new Awesome Bar. He wants enough chocolate for one bar mixed in three minutes, but he takes twelve minutes to mix enough. Each Oompa Loompa takes forty minutes to mix the amount of chocolate needed for one candy bar. For ten points, how many Oompa Loompas does Willy need working with him mixing chocolate? You have fifteen seconds.

ANSWER: 10
11. This quantity is less than 0.1 for rubber and over 1,000 for diamond. Frequently measured in Pascalss and symbolized by the letter E, it can be determined in the laboratory by measuring how much a sample of known size stretches under a given force. For ten points, name this physical quantity named for a British scientist, the ratio of stress to strain.

ANSWER: Young’s modulus (also accept elastic modulus or modulus of
elasticity, prompt on E before it is mentioned)
12. It was founded in 1854 by a future governor of the state and quickly became a center of the abolitionist movement.  Less than ten years later, the town would be almost entirely ransacked and burned by Confederate outlaws.  The rebirth of the city would be sparked by the founding of a university there in 1865, whose mascot took on the name of the anti-slavery forces, the jayhawks.  For ten points, name this college town in Kansas.

ANSWER: Lawrence, Kansas
13. This New York Industrial Commissioner led progressive reforms by expanding factory investigations, reducing the female work-week to 48 hours, and championing minimum wage and welfare laws. It was in this position that a New York Governor and future President came to know her. Holding the post of Secretary of Labor for a record 12 years, she chaired the President’s Committee on Economic Security. For ten points, name this woman who oversaw the construction of the Social Security Act of 1935, the first woman to hold a Cabinet position.

ANSWER: Francis Perkins
14. His always-rocky relationship with his father reached a low point when he was forced to watch the execution of close friend Hans Katte.  His interests tended towards the culturally refined as his language of choice was French, and he enjoyed playing the flute.  He is better remembered as “The Soldier King” who invaded Silesia and started the War of Austrian Succession.  For ten points, identify this enlightened despot who ruled Prussia from 1740 to 1786.

ANSWER: Frederick II (accept Frederick the Great or Friedrich der Große)
15. The outlook of this art movement paralleled the psychoanalytical views of Sigmund Freud and Carl Jung. Before being absorbed into the Surrealist movement, it developed independently in New York and Zurich and was intended to shock viewers by its lack of conventional meaning. For ten points, name this artistic movement that used commonplace materials as readymade sculptures, epitomized by the work of Marcel Duchamp. 

ANSWER: Dada
16. In 2002 these groups launched a legal campaign against Lego’s Bionicles line, claiming that Bionicles’ use of their language was unjust and degrading. This was just the latest of their conflicts with the West, which date back to Captain Cook’s visits to their homeland in the 17th century. For ten points, name these indigenous people from New Zealand.

ANSWER: Maori
17. He sired fratricidal twins with a virgin, which earned him patronage of a city.  Velazquez painted him as middle-aged and flabby, a contrast to the usual image of this god of agriculture and war.  One of the three primary deities of Rome, he is ordinarily depicted as a heroic warrior.  For ten points, name this Roman god often associated with Ares.

ANSWER: Mars
18. Euclid wrote down a version of it, despite lacking trigonometry, providing separate cases for obtuse and acute triangles. Independently rediscovered and proven by François Viète in the 16th century, it is a generalization of the Pythagorean Theorem and can be proven using it. For ten points, identify this triangle law, associating the square of a side of any triangle with the sum of the squares of the other two sides and the angle between them.

ANSWER: law of cosines
19. It contains 212 characters in all, including Andy the Nightwatch, the African American townsman Shack Dye, A.D. Blood, and the Unknown.  It achieved commercial success upon its publication in 1915, and it became even more popular when it inspired a radio show called Epitaphs.  One character, Anne Rutledge, was inspired by a woman whom local legend states was a love interest of young Abraham Lincoln.  For ten points, name this poetry collection about a small Illinois town written by Edgar Lee Masters.  

ANSWER: Spoon River Anthology (accept just Spoon River if buzzed before “commercial success”, prompt if after)
20. In 1970, he led an impeachment effort against William O. Douglas, and was able to appoint Douglas’ successor five years later.  He was born Leslie Lynch King Jr. on July 14, 1913, but he legally changed his name on December 3, 1935.  This is, for ten points, what 38th President of the United States, the only man to be President without being elected either President or Vice President, who died on December 26, 2006?

ANSWER: Gerald R. Ford
21. Who knew that a bit of water, hydrogen, ammonia and methane were all you needed to execute one of the key experiments in 20th century biology. These ingredients were combined in a flask, heated, cooled, and exposed to high voltages to simulate lightning. The two namesake scientists found that their mixture had formed organic compounds such as amino acids. This describes, for ten points, what landmark experiment that synthesized organic materials from non-organic compounds? 

ANSWER: Miller Urey experiment
Bonuses

1. Identify these parts of a leaf for ten points each.

[10] This outermost waxy layer aids in water retention.

ANSWER: cuticle

[10] These pores in the leaf’s underside open and close to keep the leaf properly hydrated.

ANSWER: stoma or stomata
[10] This word describes the base of the leaf where it connects to the stem.

ANSWER: petiole
2. Pencil and paper ready, fifteen seconds on each part. Laura got 70’s on the first three quizzes in her math class, while Ronnie got 100’s on all three. For ten points each, answer the following questions. Quiz scores can only be whole numbers.

[10] Ronnie misses the next quiz, getting a zero. What is the minimum score Laura needs to get on it to pass Ronnie’s quiz average?

ANSWER: 91

[10] Ronnie is still sick and misses the fifth quiz. What is the minimum Laura needs to average on quizzes 4 and 5 to surpass Ronnie’s average?

ANSWER: 45.5

[10] After the fifth quiz, each student has their lowest quiz score dropped. If Laura got 100’s on quizzes 4 and 5, what is Laura and Ronnie’s combined average?

ANSWER: 80
3. For ten points each, answer these questions about African history.

[10] This dictator accorded himself the titles “Lord of All the Beasts of the Earth and Fishes of the Sea, and Conqueror of the British Empire in Africa in General.”

ANSWER: Idi Amin
[10] This prime minister temporarily lost power after a 1971 coup led by Idi Amin, only 5 years after he had seized the presidency through his own coup.

ANSWER: Apollo Milton Opeto Obote 

[10] Idi Amin and Milton Obote both held power in this east African country.

ANSWER: Uganda
4. Answer these questions about a Southern writer for ten points each:

[10] This Mississippian was a photographer for the Works Progress Administration, but is best remembered for short stories like those collected in A Curtain of Green and The Wide Net.

ANSWER: Eudora Welty
[10] In this Welty novella, wealthy town eccentric Daniel Ponder marries the seventeen-year-old Bonnie Dee. 

ANSWER: The Ponder Heart

[10] Welty won the 1974 Pulitzer Prize for this novel, in which Laura must not only deal with her father’s death, but also his widow Fay.

ANSWER: The Optimist’s Daughter
5. For ten points each, name these American mountains.

[10] The western portion of this tallest peak in the lower-48 states lies within Sequoia National Park. 

ANSWER: Mount Whitney
[10] This mountain was named for the scientist who determined its height in 1835 but sadly fell to his death on another visit to it. It is the highest point in the Appalachian Range. 

ANSWER: Mount Mitchell
[10] It lies in the middle of the Great Plains and is not a true mountain. This highest point in Kansas shares its name with Kansas’ state flower. 

ANSWER: Mount Sunflower
6. Answer these questions about a painting technique of the Renaissance for ten points each. 

[10] Masaccio’s Holy Trinity shows the rediscovery of this technique to create the illusion of depth. 

ANSWER: linear perspective

[10]This placement of light against strong darks gives the illusion of deep sculptural relief.

ANSWER: chiaroscuro 

[10] Coming from the Italian for “smoke,” this technique used by Leonardo Da Vinci uses translucent layers of paint to subtly blend tones. 

ANSWER: sfumato
7. Ivy Leaguers are constantly bickering about which of their schools is the oldest and best. Answer these questions about the history of universities not located on the East coast for ten points each.

[10] This Lexington, Kentucky, university was founded in 1780 and was also the first west of the Allegheny Mountains. Surprisingly, Dracula is not an alum.

ANSWER: Transylvania University

[10] This university, founded in 1818, was the first located west of the Mississippi.

ANSWER: Saint Louis University 

[10] This private school in Oregon was the first college or university located West of the Rockies.  Founded in 1842, it is named for a valley in Oregon.

ANSWER: Willamette University 
8. Now for everyone’s favorite type of question, name these classical schools of philosophy for ten points each.

[10] This school of philosophy believed that the highest pleasure was obtained through knowledge, good interpersonal relations, and living a modest and virtuous life.  The most famous philosophers of this school were its namesake founder and Lucretius Carus.

ANSWER: Epicureanism
[10] The followers of this school of philosophy were called “The Dog Philosophers.”  Antisthenes and Diogenes are two proponents of this school.

ANSWER: Cynicism
[10] This school taught self-control and detachment as a way to think clearly and obtain tranquility and happiness.  Founded by Zeno, noted members included Chrysippus, Cicero, and Seneca the Elder.

ANSWER: Stoicism
9. Name these important Vikings for ten points each:

[10] This man was exiled from both Norway and Iceland and is credited with discovering Greenland but in reality, Greenland had already been discovered by Vikings, he just managed to maintain the first permanent settlement there.

ANSWER: Erik the Red
[10] This son of Erik the Red is thought to be the first European to discover North America, which he called Vinland.

ANSWER: Leif Ericson
[10] This man was the last great Viking king of Norway.  He was killed by the forces of Harold Goodwinson at the Battle of Stamford Bridge in East Yorkshire in 1066.

ANSWER: Harald III or Harald Hardrade
10. Answer the following questions about events that celebrate their anniversary today, February 3, for 10 points each.

[10] This rebellion was defeated in 1787.  It was started due to the suspension of habeas corpus as well as the imprisonment of farmers unable to pay their debts.

ANSWER: Shays Rebellion

[10] February 3, 1959 is known as "The Day The Music Died".  Name the former front man of the Crickets who perished with Richie Valens and the Big Bopper.

ANSWER: Buddy Holly
[10] In 1913, this amendment to the U.S. Constitution authorizing the federal government to levy and collect an income tax was ratified.

ANSWER: 16th Amendment
11. As per the annual tradition, as soon as the postseason was done, baseball players went every which way as a result of free agency and trades.  Answer the following about some of them for 10 points each.

[10] Randy Johnson was traded by the Yankees, a team he didn’t win the World Series for, to this team, which he did win a World Series for in 2001.

ANSWER:  Arizona Diamondbacks (accept either on all parts)

[10] Sammy Sosa came out of retirement to sign a minor league contract with this team, the team that Sosa broke in with in 1989.

ANSWER:  Texas Rangers 

[10] This team plunked down $70 million to have J.D. Drew for five years and over $100 million for the services of Daisuke Matsuzaka.  They must hope that Matsuzaka can live up to the hype and for Drew that no one comes over from Philly armed with batteries. 

ANSWER:  Boston Red Sox
12. Identify these works about small-town American life for ten points each.

[10] The title place in this 1938 play is Grover’s Corners.

ANSWER: Our Town
[10] This Sinclair Lewis novel tells the story of Carol Milford’s struggle to fit in in Gopher Prairie, Minnesota.

ANSWER: Main Street
[10] This collection of short stories by Sherwood Anderson was inspired by his time in the Midwest.

ANSWER: Winesburg, Ohio
13. Answer these questions about a figure from British literature for ten points each.

[10] This man’s first novel was Where Angels Fear to Tread.  He is better known for works such as A Passage to India.

ANSWER: E.M. Forster
[10] This Forster novel revolves around the conservative Wilcox family, the progressive Schlegel sisters, and the working class Basts.  Its most famous line is “Only connect!”

ANSWER: Howards End
[10] In this Forster novel, Lucy Honeychurch meets introspective leftist George Emerson when they trade rooms at a hotel in Italy.  A kiss, a broken heart, and a broken engagement later, the two elope, much to Lucy’s family’s consternation.

ANSWER: A Room with a View
14. Given a region of the electromagnetic spectrum, give any wavelength that falls within that region, for ten points each.

[10] Visible light

ANSWER: 400-700 nanometers or 4000-7000 Angstrom (4x10-7 to 7x10-7 m; somewhere in that range)

[10] X-rays

ANSWER: 0.01-10 nanometers or 0.1-100 Angstrom (10-11 to 10-8 m; somewhere in that range)

[10] Radio waves

ANSWER: 1 mm-100,000 km (10-3 to 108 m; somewhere in the range)
15. Answer these questions about battles in the American Revolution for ten points each.

[10] This battle is incorrectly named since most of this battle was actually fought on another hill outside of Boston.  This battle although it was a victory for the British, demonstrated the colonist’s demonstrated willingness to fight.

ANSWER: Battle of Bunker Hill
[10] George Washington was decisively defeated at this battle outside of Philadelphia, enabling the British under General Howe to capture Philadelphia. The battle is named after a nearby alcoholic creek of the Delaware River.

ANSWER: Battle of Brandywine
[10] This battle was a decisive victory for the Colonials under Horatio Gates and Benedict Arnold against the British forces under Gentleman Johnny Burgoyne.  Many consider this battle in upstate New York to be the turning point of the American Revolution.

ANSWER: Battle of Saratoga
16. For ten points each, given an element’s Latin name, identify its common name. For example, if I say “cuprium,” you would respond with “copper.”

[10] Ferrum

ANSWER: iron
[10] Wolfram

ANSWER: tungsten
[10]: Stibium

ANSWER: antimony
17. Given various languages, identify which language family they are from for ten points each.

[10] Latin, Hindi, Czech

ANSWER: Indo-European
[10] Tamil, Telugu, Brahui

ANSWER: Dravidian

[10] Hebrew, Coptic, Somali

ANSWER: Afro-Asiatic
18. Identify the following characters in War and Peace, for 10 points each.

[10] This main character is considered by some to be an alter-ego of Tolstoy’s.  He begins the novel an unmarried bastard.  By the end, he is a Count, married to his late best friend’s girlfriend and has grown from being a prisoner in the Napoleonic War.

ANSWER: Pierre Bezukhov

[10] This is the woman Pierre marries in the end.  Pierre’s first wife tried to use her brother to seduce this character.

ANSWER:  Natasha Rostova Bezukhova

[10] This is Pierre’s friend and Natasha’s former love who is mortally wounded at the end of the war and dies but not before seeing Natasha again.

ANSWER: Prince Andrei Bolkonski
19. Answer these questions about the work of Christo for ten points each.

[10] Christo was the artist responsible for the 1995 wrapping of this German building in plastic and aluminum.

ANSWER: Reichstag
[10] In this Christo project, large orange sheets were hung over the walkways of Central Park.

ANSWER: The Gates
[10] In 1990, Christo spent 26 million dollars to put up thousands of these objects in blue and yellow in both Japan and California

ANSWER: umbrellas
20. Pencil and paper ready, fifteen seconds for each part. Given a standard 52-card deck of playing cards, for ten points each, find in lowest terms the probability that:

[10] The top card is a face card; that is, it is a jack, queen, or king.

ANSWER: 3 in 13
[10] The top two cards are face cards.

ANSWER: 11 in 221
[10] The top two cards are spades.

ANSWER: 1 in 17
21. Let’s see how well you know genetics in this bonus where you will need to know how to use a Punnett’s Square.  For ten points each:

[10] Virgil is blood type A with two A alleles.  Wanda is blood type B with two B alleles.  What is their daughter, Linda’s, blood type?

ANSWER: Type AB
[10] Linda has a child with Charles who has Type O blood who has a negative Rh factor.  Assuming Linda is Type AB negative, what are either of the two options of blood type and Rh factor for their child, Brian?

ANSWER: Type A negative or Type B negative
[10] Assuming Brian is Type B negative, he and Samantha have a child.  What blood type and Rh factor must Samantha be, in order to guarantee that baby will have the same blood type and Rh factor as its grandfather, Charles? 

ANSWER: Type O negative
