Round #7
Tossups
GSAC XV


	1.
	Daniel Chester French designed this location’s alma mater statue on the steps of Low Memorial Library, and its The Blue and White is an undergraduate magazine.  It was the birthplace of FM radio, and early work on the Manhattan Project took place in its laboratories.  Recently, an African American professor caused uproar when a noose was found hanging on her door and the school’s president came under criticism for allowing Mahmoud Ahmadinejad (Ah-ma-din-jad) to speak at the school.  FTP, identify this Ivy League school located in the Morningside Heights neighborhood of New York City.

	
	A:  Columbia University


	2.
	In Katzenbach v. McClung, the Supreme Court ruled regulation of Ollie’s Barbecue constitutional under this provision, in line with its paradoxical ruling 22 years earlier that subjected wheat grown for personal consumption to this Constitutional provision as well. A major shift in jurisprudence however, came in 1995 when the court for the first time in decades found Congress to have exceeded their mandate in regulating under, FTP, what clause giving Congress the authority over trade between states, foreign nations, and Indian tribes.

	
	A: Commerce Clause accept Interstate Commerce Clause before “foreign”


	3.
	A number of bizarre events occur in this play, written to fill in gaps in another, including the repeated use of a game where only questions may be asked and one of the two main characters guessing “heads” correctly 76 times in a row. The two main character’s adventures include meeting a troupe of players, unwisely opening a letter, and eventually going off on a sea voyage to meet their death. FTP, name this Tom Stoppard play that ends in a scene from Hamlet in which an ambassador gives the titular declaration.

	
	A:  Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead


	4.
	This novel begins with a narrator in the town of Starkfield during a winter storm who wants to learn of a tragic event that occurred years earlier. The story that is then told follows a man who thinks of committing adultery with his wife’s cousin Mattie Silver when she goes out of town. When his wife Zeena orders Mattie’s departure, the title character and Mattie attempt suicide by sled. The narrator is shocked at the end of the tale to be introduced to Zeena and the crippled Mattie. FTP, name this novel by Edith Wharton.

	
	A:  Ethan Frome


	5.
	A prosthetic replacing his right leg earned this Dutch Director General of New Netherland the nickname “Peg leg Pete.” Although he successfully took New Amsterdam and Delaware, he failed to rally support against the English invasion in 1664, and spent the rest of his life as a farmer under English dominance. Name this man who, FTP, was unpopular due to colonial dissolution with Dutch rule and his strict and deeply religious practices.

	
	A:  Peter Stuyvesant


	6.
	This man’s campaigns in India began with an invasion of the Delhi Sultanate, under Ibrahim Lodhi. Although Ibrahim had a larger army, this man possessed firearms, allowing him to prevail at the first battle of Panipat. He had originally planned to reconquer the territory occupied by his illustrious ancestor, Timur, but Persia was too strong for him. Although he had built up an empire stretching to the Deccan plateau, his son Humayan lost control of it to rebellions. FTP, identify this first Mughal ruler, whose name means “The Tiger”.

	
	A:  Babur accept Zahiruddin Muhammad


	7.
	This process can help explain why nonmetallic oxides form solutions with low pH in water. In this theory, an adduct is created when the highest occupied molecular orbital of a molecule donates lone pairs of electrons to the other molecule's lowest unoccupied molecular orbital through a co-ordinate covalent bond.  The donating molecule is defined as a base, and the accepting molecule is an acid.  FTP, name the acid-base theory based on the exchange of electron pairs, the most broad class of acid-base definitions.

	
	A:  Lewis Acid-Base Theory


	8.
	One story says the artist witnessed the scene on the hill of Príncipe Pío (PREEN-see-pay PEE-o) from his window, and hurried up there with a lantern later to sketch it. The result inspired Manet’s Execution of Maximilian. A large lantern on the ground illuminates the center of the painting, while the terrified madrilenos and the soldiers are mostly in shadow. The only fully lit figure is wearing yellow pants and a white shirt, and is kneeling with arms outstretched while being shot. FTP, name this Goya masterpiece showing an execution by Napoleonic soldiers on the namesake date.

	
	A:  Third of May, 1808: The Execution of the Defenders of Madrid


	9.
	This nation’s Etosha Pan, a seasonal lake, lies in Ovamboland, in the northern part of this country. Other regions in it include Kaokoveld, Damaraland, and Great Namaland. Its Caprivi Strip extends eastward from the rest of this country, and lies to the north of a neighboring country’s Okavango Delta. The southern coast of it is known as the Diamond Coast, while the north is called the Skeleton Coast. Cities in it include Walvis Bay and Windhoek. FTP, identify this African nation with a namesake desert extending along its coastline.  

	
	A: Republic of Namibia 


	10.
	This son of a tapestry artisan joined forces with Madeleine Bejart to found the Illustrious Theater. Heavily influenced by Commedia dell Arte, he wrote such comedies as The Precious Maidens Ridiculed, as well as two plays with complementary school titles. Other plays concern the cynical title character Alceste and another titular character who is finally revealed to Orgon as a con man. This playwright notably collapsed during the fourth performance of another play and later died, making its title somewhat ironic. Born Jean-Baptiste Poquelin, FTP, name this French playwright of The Misanthrope, Tartuffe, and The Imaginary Invalid. 

	
	A:  Moliere Accept Jean-Baptiste Poquelin before mentioned



	11.
	Curvature of the space-time continuum is proportional to this constant as demonstrated by General Relativity. Using a torsion balance technique, Cavendish was "weighing the Earth" while attempting to find a value for this proportion, as mass would logically follow from its measurement.  Its' square root is known as Gaussian and plays a role in Kepler's third law.  FTP, name this constant featured in an inverse-square law by Newton, equal to 6.67*10-11. 

	
	A:  Universal Gravitational Constant


	12.
	This event resulted when a seventeen-year-old attempted an assassination at an embassy in Paris. Although his original target was not present at the time, he was able to kill Ernst vom Rath. Orders released on the fifteenth anniversary of the Beer Hall Putsch called for the damage and looting of Jewish property.  The position of the government at the time was that these were “spontaneous demonstrations,” even though this event was planned in advance by Hitler’s Chief of Propaganda, Goebbels. FTP, name this two-day event where Germans destroyed Jewish businesses and synagogues.

	
	A:  Kristallnacht or Crystal Night or Night of the Broken Glass


	13.
	This movement’s inspiration, the text “2000 Words” by Ludvik Vaculik, urged people to take control of their lives.  In the Bratislava Declaration, the Soviet Union threatened the occupation that would end this socialist movement.  The Yalta Agreement prevented objectors such as the U.S. from interfering in the 1968 invasion of Warsaw Pact forces. Although the eponymous city became the center of occupation, Alexander Dubcek’s Action Plan is the source of the associated freedoms.  FTP, name this Czech attempt at “Socialism with a human face.”

	
	A:  Prague Spring prompt on Action Plan before mentioned



	14.
	Contestants of this event include recent USA National Champion David Walters and Men’s World Record holder Pieter Van den Hoogenband, whose time of 47.84 has yet to be beaten. At the 2007 Mutual of Omaha Duel in the Pool, Libby Lenton of Australia broke the women’s record in this event, leading off a relay, but it was not ratified because it was not an all female team. FTP, name this swimming event in which competitors complete 2 laps of 50 meters each, usually doing the front crawl stroke.

	
	A:  100 Meter Freestyle


	15.
	Their name comes from the Latin for “little cavity,” which is appropriate because they have a radius of 0.1 millimeters. There are hundreds of millions of these small spherical structures in the body, and they have a total surface area of almost 100 square meters. Acute Respiratory Distress Syndrome is a serious disease which can lead to the collapse of these structures, which are surrounded by capillaries. Smoking burns these structures and causes lack of breath in smokers. FTP, name these parts of the lungs, which are the site of gas exchange in humans.

	
	A:  Alveoli


	16.
	The time period before the start of this geologic era is known as the Vendian, and did not contain diverse hard-bodied animals, as this era would. The second period of it ended with a large mass extinction, although this era is better known for the gigantic mass extinction at the end of its final period. Characteristic fauna of the early periods of it included crinoids, brachiopods, and trilobites, while later on, plants, insects, reptiles, and amphibians would appear on land. FTP, identify this geologic era including the Carboniferous, Cambrian, and Permian periods, between the Precambrian and Mesozoic eras.

	
	A:  Paleozoic Era


	17.
	This Harvard professor first taught anatomy and physiology before he moved into his preferred fields of psychology and philosophy. Constantly sick for most of his life, he nonetheless wrote prolifically as with his 1,200 page Principles of Psychology was published in 1890.  Brother of novelist Henry, his theory of emotion states that humans see a bear and run and thus fear the bear. FTP, name this pioneer of the pragmatist school of thought and the author of the Will to Believe doctrine.  

	
	A:  William James prompt on James




	18.
	This Greek, although most often discussed in the realm of math, was better known during his time for his philosophies of men, involving the idea of reincarnation. Around the 500’s BCE, he founded a brotherhood, which emphasized the importance of faith, but also the need for scientific curiosity. It is difficult to tell which works of math and science are his, because many works are signed under him or in thanks to him, and none of the originals of his works survived. Name this man who, FTP, is best known for his works with right triangles.

	
	A: Pythagoras


	19.
	The successful completion of its premiere performance was largely due to the efforts of the impresario, Sergei Diaghilev, and the choreographer, Vaslav Nijinsky.  Camille Saint-Saens walked out on that 1913 premiere of this work of modern music.  The composer claimed that his inspiration came from a fleeting vision of “sage elders, seated in a circle, watching a young girl dance herself to death”.  Some sources claim that it was the sexually suggestive dancing and not the harsh dissonance of the music that caused the famous riot.  The revolutionary work depicts a pagan ritual performed for a specific season. FTP, Name this ballet by Igor Stravinsky.

	
	A:  The Rite of Spring or Le Sacre du Printemps


	20.
	At the age of 18, he threw the Cat in one of the best wrestling matches in years. When the village oracle ordained that the boy Ikemefuna must die, he did the deed, even though the boy called him father. After accidentally killing a boy in the midst of a ceremony with his gun, he left Umuofia for his mother’s land, where he was told, “Mother is supreme.” His pride prevented him from heeding this advice, and on his return argued for war against the whites, killing a man before hanging himself. FTP, name this tribal leader from Things Fall Apart.

	
	A:  Okonkwo


	
	STOP HERE

You have reached the end of the round.  Do not continue reading unless a question was thrown out or the game is tied.



	21.
	Islands in this strait include Qeshm, Henjam, and Larak. To its south is Ras Musandam, a peninsula at the tip of the Ru’us al Jibal, which is nearly bisected by inlets of this strait.  That peninsula is an exclave of Oman, which also owns most of the navigable waters in this strait. Iran, however, owns the islands in the north of the strait. FTP, name this strait connecting the Gulf of Oman with the Persian Gulf.

	
	A:  Strait of Hormuz or Strait of Ormuz
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