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Toss-Up Questions
1. Created from meetings with Xavier Ascazubi, its first nautical school at Guayaquil was organized by Capitán de Navío Juan Illingworth.  Prominent among those that led to this country’s founding was Antonio Nariño, who took part in the initial uprising.  After independence was assured at Carabobo, the capital was placed at Cucuta and Francisco Santander became its first vice-president.  Santander’s idea of federal sovereign states prevailed and Bolivar’s centralized government broke up, losing Ecuador and Venezuela in 1830.  FTP, what was this short-lived nation in South America led by Simon Bolivar?

Answer: Gran Colombia or Greater Colombia

2. The engagement to Dr. John Brown is broken after the protagonist’s love returns and takes her virginity.  The temporary pregnancy is terminated when the ghost of Mama Elena is banished.  Esperanza, born to Rosaura and Gertrudis, who was inspired by a dish made with rose petals to join a band of revolutionaries, returns to witness the eventual coming together of Pedro with the youngest daughter and cook of the De Garza family.  FTP, identify this novel written in “monthly installments” whose chapters are preceded by the recipes that the long suffering Tita prepares, a work by Laura Esquivel.

Answer: Like Water for Chocolate
3. Electron-like or hole-like quasiparticles can be created when these are bombarded by X-rays, making them useful for high precision detection of X-ray energy.  First proposed by Froehlich, they were experimentally corroborated by the isotope effect and the evidence for a condensation to a boson-like state at the superconducting transition temperature.  They are caused by the exchange of phonons.  Named for one of the winners of the 1972 Nobel Prize in Physics, FTP, identify this phenomenon important in the BCS theory of superconductivity, a type of coupling of electrons.

Answer: Cooper pairs

4. This work is dedicated to the author’s “unforgettable friend, Wilhelm Wolff.”  It contains a summary of an earlier work, A Contribution to the Criticism of Political Economy, and its preface claims the chapter on commodities is the hardest to understand.  The sixth part is titled “Wages,” while the first is “Commodities and Money.”  The final part, “Primitive Accumulation,” discusses the history of the “economic original sin” and 15th century agriculture legislation by Parliament.  Its author died before discussing the economic function of the communist state.  FTP, identify this communist work by Karl Marx.

Answer: Das Kapital
5. The Pamphlij family palace was built on the oval piazza that houses this structure.  The rock form at the bottom features a lion, a horse, and a palm tree, all carved in situ by its creator himself.  An obelisk looks down on several figures, including a black man surrounded by coins, and a man with his head covered, representing the mystery of the Nile’s source to Europeans.  Other figures represent the Danube, the Ganges, and the aforementioned Rio de la Plata in, FTP, what fountain designed for Innocent X by Bernini and named for the number of geographical features represented.

Answer: Fountain of the Four Rivers
6. Among his writings are Heart to Heart Appeals and his 1921 fundamentalist The Bible and its Enemies, and he issued a famous 1906 display of ignorance by asking, “Where are the Balkans?”  He resigned his post as secretary of state over the administration’s hostile attitude towards Germany, but previously advocated such reforms as the national income tax and popular election of U.S. senators.  He ran for the Democratic presidential nomination in 1900, 1908, and in 1896, when he issued his famous speech in behalf of bimetallism.  FTP, identify this great orator and deliverer of the “Cross of Gold” speech.


Answer: William Jennings Bryan
7. They include “What Mr. Robinson Thinks,” “The Candidate’s letter,” and “The Courtin.”  Shifting between verses written in dialect and prose, they feature such figures as the Reverend Homer Wilbur and the scoundrel Birdofreedom Swain, whose view on slavery is the dominant subject of the second series.  The first poem, published in the Boston Courier in 1847, deals primarily with the Mexican war, while the second deals with the Civil War.  FTP, identify this work finally finished in 1867 and named for the character Hosea, a series of poetical sketches by James Russell Lowell.

Answer: The Biglow Papers
8. They are 1,2-dipolar species of the type RmX+ - Y-Rn.  If X is a saturated atom from the first row of the periodic table, then this type of compound is represented by a charge-separable form, but if X is an unsaturated atom doubly bonded to another first row element Z, the negative charge on Y may be stabilized by a pi conjugation.  Defined as compounds in which an anionic site Y- is attached directly to a heteroatom X+ carrying a formal positive charge these are, FTP, what compounds whose phosphonium variety is also known as the Wittig reagent?

Answer: ylides 

9. He lectured on every book of the bible except Psalms.  He was forced into retirement at Pontigny from 1207 to 1213, and from 1216 to 1218 he wrote from an unknown place on the Continent.  Originally from Lincolnshire, after teaching in Paris he moved to Rome where he became a Cardinal.  Allowed into his most famous post through the intervention of William Marshall, King John refused to accept his nomination despite the acceptance by the monks at Canterbury.  FTP, name this British cleric whose nomination as Archbishop of Canterbury led to conflict between John and Innocent III.

Answer: Stephen Langton
10. In 1975, Johnny Rivers scored a Top 40 hit by covering this song.  The initial version released on the album “Today” featured harmonicas, playful production, and odd vocal crossfading.  Re-recorded as a single from the 1965 album “Summer Days (and Summer Nights)”, Brian Wilson shaved off 22 seconds, included falsettos, added a guitar solo, and darkened lyrics so that ruined plans became “shattered.”  The more rocking approach yielded the Beach Boys their second #1 hit.  FTP, identify this song in which Al Jardine, taking a rare lead vocal, pleaded with the title character to assist him on the rebound from another girl.

Answer: “Help Me, Rhonda”

11. He opened the world’s first international press exhibition with the “Pressa.”  He named and patented “Cologne Bread.”  Losing power upon the Nazi accession, he was placed in a concentration camp in 1944, and upon liberation began working with the newly formed Christian Democratic Union.  He served as mayor of Cologne before becoming president of the Parliamentary Council, which created a provisional constitution for the German Federal Republic.  In 1949 he became chairman of the CDU for West Germany.  FTP, name this man who was confirmed as the first Chancellor of West Germany.
Answer: Konrad Adenauer
12. He wrote The Fatal Dowry with Nathan Field and The Virgin Martyr with Thomas Dekker, and was made the head writer of the King’s Men after succeeding another collaborator, John Fletcher.  The fifteen plays he wrote alone include The Renegado about a heroic Jesuit; The Bondman about a slave revolt in Syracuse; and the realistic The Maid of Honour.  However, he remains best known for his two great comedies featuring characters like Frank Wellborn and Sir Giles Overreach.  FTP, identify this author of The City Madam and A New Way to Pay Old Debts.

Answer: Philip Massinger
13. Marsupials are distinguished by their lack of this structure, while in patients suffering from ADHD its bulk is slightly diminished.  The section curving forward from the genu into the frontal lobe is called the Forceps minor, while its underside forms the roof of the lateral ventricles.  Lying at the bottom of the cerebral longitudinal fissure, it is composed of more than 200 million transverse nerve fibers, and its primary function was discovered in the 1950s when experiments by Myers and Sperry indicated that, FTP, this thick band of white matter connects the two hemispheres of the brain.

Answer: corpus callosum
14. Stephen Jay Gould noted that the author retouched photos of them to strengthen the author’s argument.  The research on them took place at Training School at Vineland, New Jersey.  One of them was called “Old Horror.”  The first one discussed is named Deborah and her progress through schooling is traced.  The author declares that Martin, the patriarch, “is a powerful sermon against sowing wild oats.”  The author concludes, “The idiot is not our greatest problem.”  FTP, identify this family, all hereditary “morons,” the subject of a famous study in eugenics by Henry Herbert Goddard.

Answer: Kallikak family

15. An important element of his training with Niccolo Zingarelli was the composition of hundreds of wordless solfeggi, none of which survive, while Giovanni Rubini created noted tenor roles in his works such as Adelson e Salvini.  His most famed partnership began with Il pirata and lasted throughout his career until his ninth, and last, opera based on a Scott work. Thus Felice Romani did not adapt I puritani, but did work on The Capulets and the Montagues and La Sonnambula.  FTP, name this composer who surpassed Rossini to earn the highest fees ever for his opera Norma.

Answer: Vincenzo Bellini
16. Fusako divorces her drug-addicted husband to live with her two young children at her parents’ house.  Shuichi carries on an affair for a year, which leads to a child despite having his wife get an abortion.  Shuichi’s wife, Kikuko, is the object of the affections of Shuichi’s father, who also pines for his first wife Yasuko.  That father gets no respect due to his absent-mindedness, though the novel details the richness of his thoughts as he approaches death.  The title refers to his auditory experience of natural beauty.  FTP, identify this novel concerning Ogata Shingo written by Yasunari Kawabata.

Answer: The Sound of the Mountain or Yama no oto
17. Work on it began at the IBM under the direction of E. F. Codd.   BETWEEN allows you match ranges of dates, strings, or numbers.  The DROP command allows you delete a data structure, while the TRUNCATE command allows you to delete all the data within the structure.  The Inner and Outer varieties of this language’s most important command return either all matching elements, or non-matching elements.  This language also contains commands like WHERE and SELECT, as well as the aforementioned JOIN.  FTP, identify this computer language used to get data from a relational database.

Answer: Structure Query Language (pronounced “sequel”)

18. He made peace with France in the second Treaty of Basel and allied with that country against England by the Treaty of San Ildefonso.  He entrusted the government to Manuel de Godoy, a protégé of the queen, Maria Luisa of Parma and lived with virtually no power.  His ministers included Floridablanca and Aranda and a popular uprising led to a coup at Aranjuez, forcing him to abdicate in favor of his son Ferdinand VII.  Napoleon I tricked both him and his son into a meeting at Bayonne and forced them both to abdicate.  FTP, name this Spanish king from 1788 to 1808 famous Goya’s family portrait of him.
Answer: Charles IV
19. An encounter with Poseidon’s son Eryx occurred after he had been defeated with arrows dipped in the blood of the hydra.  According to Hesiod, he was the son of Chrysaor and Callirrhoe and his prized possessions are described as “crimson” and “shambling.”  After reaching Erytheia in a goblet given to him by the sun, Heracles encountered and defeated his friend Eurytion as well as his two-headed guard dog Orthrus, at which point this six armed, three-headed creature took offense.  FTP, identify this figure who lived beyond the strait of Gibraltar and whose cattle were the object of Heracles’ tenth labor.

Answer: Geryon
20. The author of this work told people that parts of it were written by the Holy Ghost.  The work begins with the distinctions in human cognition made in an earlier work, dividing thinking to sensibility, reason, understanding and motive.  The first and third parts then go on to discuss Kant’s ding-an-sich.  The other parts encompass the author’s philosophy of pessimism, and discuss how the titular concept causes striving and unhappiness in areas like ethics and aesthetics.  Thus the work preaches an asceticism like that of Hinduism.  FTP, identify this philosophical work, the best known of Arthur Schopenhauer.

Answer: The World As Will and Representation or The World As Will and Idea
OT1. At Khabarovsk it turns northeast, eventually emptying into the Tatar Strait.  Its Chinese name means “Black Dragon River” and its Mongolian name simply means “Black River.”  Beginning at the confluence of the Argun and Shilka Rivers, the Zeya, Amgun, Bureya, Ussuri, and Sungari rivers are its other major tributaries.  FTP, name this river that, by the treaty of Nerchinsk, became the formal boundary between Russia and China.

Answer: Amur River or Hei-lung Chiang or Kharamuran
OT2. The TB ridden Mollser expires at the same time that a stillborn child is delivered by Jack’s wife.  A few moments later Captain Stoddart enters to escort away Fluther Good and Peter Flynn.  The play actually ends with the shooting of the oft-drunk looter Bessie Burgess who is killed by British soldiers coming to quell an uprising that begins in earnest for Dublin tenement dwellers, like Mrs. Gogan and Nora Clitheroe, when the titular flag is unfurled.  FTP, identify this 1926 work whose premiere was marked by patriotic riots upon its staging by the Abbey theater written by Sean O’Casey.

Answer: The Plough and the Stars
OT3. With chemical formula C18H21NO3, its chemical name is (5-alpha, 6-alpha)-7,8-didehydro-4,5-epoxy-3.  With an effects ceiling estimated at 7mg/kg, it is synthesized from morphine via the methylation of the hydroxyl group found on the second non-aromatic ring, and its antidote is Naloxone HCl.  Found in cough syrups not containing DMT and Tylenol 1 and 3, this is, FTP, what opiate pain-killer that is refined into hydrocodone and oxycodone and converted into morphine in the brain?

Answer: codeine
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Bonus Questions
1. Identify these philosophical paradoxes, none of which were thought of by dumb Bertrand Russell F15PE.

a) This is a paradox that results in the vagueness of language.  Its classic example concerns the inability to define what baldness consists of, as having one hair counts as bald, and so does two.  By a sort of induction, therefore, all men are bald.

Answer: sorities paradox (also accept paradox of the heap)

b) In this paradox, God presents one with two boxes, one containing a guaranteed thousand dollars, the other possibly a million.  The problem is that God rewards people who would choose only one box by putting a million dollars in the box.  Thus there are two justifications for taking either one box or both boxes.

Answer: Newcomb’s paradox

2. Identify these artists involved in color-field painting FTPE.

a) Possibly best known for his 150 versions of the Elegy for the Spanish Republic series, by the time he created Indian Summer 2 he had begun to embrace the broad application of color that would mark his later work.

Answer: Robert Motherwell
b) Her late lithographs presented landscapes, but she is best known for her seminal Mountains and Sea series whose revolutionary staining techniques created vibrant fields of color.

Answer: Helen Frankenthaler
c) Though he began as a realist, creating the “Subway” series in the 1930s, by the 1950s this Russian immigrant began to simplify using only rectangular shapes of color.  Fourteen of his famous canvasses are on display at a chapel in Houston.

Answer: Mark Rothko 

3. Identify the following American Regionalists from a description FTPE.

a) Though this man later served as ambassador to Italy under Wilson he is best remembered for his romanticized depictions of the South in works like Red Rock, In Old Virgina, and the short story “Marse Chan.”

Answer: Thomas Nelson Page
b) This former circuit rider tried to depict frontier life with “photographic exactness” in such works as The Graysons, The End of the World, and his most famous, and boring, book The Hoosier School Master.

Answer: Edward Eggleston
c) This man’s essay “Crumbling Idols” is often read as the Regionalist manifesto.  Many of his fictional works focus on the “middle border” and his books include Main Travelled Roads.

Answer: Hamlin Garland 
4. Identify these things about our friend, the “magical” liver FTPE.

a) Each day the liver secretes about a quart of this medium for the excretion of certain metabolic waste products, drugs, and toxic substances, through its namesake duct into the gallbladder.

Answer: bile
b) These type of cells make up 60% of the liver’s tissue and carry on more metabolic functions than any other group of cells in the body.

Answer: hepatic cells or hepatocytes
c) Along with hepatic cells, these phagocytic cells line the liver sinusoids and store hemosiderin, or what’s left behind when red blood cells have disintegrated.

Answer: kuppfer cells

5. In 1854, this U.S. territory exploded into violence.  Identify the following FTPE.

a) This  “bleeding” territory, the site of the Lawrence and Pottowattamie Massacres.

Answer: Kansas
b) The 1857 pro-slavery constitution of Kansas that denied rights to blacks and protected slavery in the territory.

Answer: Lecompton Constitution
c) The bill offered by an Indiana Republican that requested a vote on the Lecompton constitution based on the absurdly high quantity of federal land grants it demanded.  It led to the rejection of the Constitution and the drafting of the Wyandotte constitution.

Answer: English Bill or Kansas Conference Bill

6. Identify these Norse giants FTPE.

a) This figure is known for stealing Mjolnir.  He rules over all of Jotunheim and is generally identified as the king of the Frost giants.

Answer: Thrym
b) During Ragnarok this figure, who is married to Sinmore, will kill Frey and set Yggdrasil on fire with his flaming sword, which makes sense since he’s the king of the Fire giants.

Answer: Surtur

c) Part of his name identifies the chief stronghold in Jotunheim, while the other connects him with the trickster figure in the Norse pantheon.  He is best known for his encounters with Thor, which included challenging him to drink the ocean.

Answer: Utgard-Loki or Skrymir
7. They began with a vision on Pendle Hill in England in 1652.  Identify the following FTSNOP.

a) (5 points each) Name this religion whose members are said to “tremble at the sight of the lord” and its founder.

Answer: Quakers or Religious Society of Friends and George Fox
b) (10 points) The Quakers fixed themselves upon this concept that all individuals have inherited the powers of God.

Answer: Inward Light or the Light Within (accept reasonable equivalents)

c) (10 points) This man’s 1675 Apology for the True Christian Divinity is one of the most important early explanations of Quaker belief to conformists.

Answer: Robert Barclay
8. Identify the following characters from Middlemarch FTPE.

a) Will Ladislaw’s cousin, he lives in Lowick Hall and hopes to complete the Key to all Mythologies, but his insecurity eventually drives away his independent wife Dorothea Brooke.

Answer: Edward Casaubon (accept either name)

b) Married to Harriet, this man purchases Stone Court from Featherstone, but hides a shameful past as a stolen goods merchant and is blackmailed throughout the novel by John Raffles.  Eventually he leaves Middlemarch in shame.

Answer: Nicholas Bulstrode (accept either name)

c) Dorothea helps this man recover after he takes a loan from Bulstrode; a doctor, he cannot keep up with the expenses incurred by his new wife Rosamond Vincy.

Answer: Tertius Lydgate (accept either name)

9. Identify the following about a mathematician and his works FTPE.

a) This theorem states that if a hexagon is inscribed in a conic, the points of intersection of the opposite sides will lie in a straight line.

Answer: Pascal’s theorem

b) This law states that any externally applied pressure is transmitted to all parts of the enclosed fluid evenly.

Answer: Pascal’s principle or law

c) Blaise Pascal’s final work was on this curve, which is traced out by a point on the circumference of a circular hoop that rolls along a straight line.  Pascal discovered the volumes generated by its revolutions.

Answer: cycloid
10. Identify the following from the Second Moroccan Crisis FTPE.

a) The crisis arose in 1911 when this ship was sent to protect German interests in Morocco and to cow the French.

Answer: HMS Panther
b) The Panther was sent to this city, which lends it name to the alternate title of the incident.

Answer: Agadir, Morocco

c) The negotiations to end the Agadir Affair led to the internationalization of this district, the capital of the North West District of Morocco that lies just 17 miles from the coast of Spain.

Answer: Tangier
11. Given a generic description of a musical work and its composer, give the work's usual nickname or subtitle FTPE.  For example, if I said Beethoven's Sixth Symphony, you would say Pastoral Symphony.

a) Mahler's Sixth Symphony
Answer: Tragic Symphony

b) Schumann's First Symphony or Beethoven's Violin Sonata No. 5
Answer: Spring or Frühlings
c) Mozart's Piano Concerto No. 21
Answer: Elvira Madigan (Note: It got the nickname because it was played over and over in the movie.)


12. Its name comes from the French for “shallow.”  Identify the following FTPE. 

a) Name this painfully over-asked river that serves as a major tributary of the Missouri River.

Answer: Platte River

b) When measured from the head of this stream in Colorado, this river is 990 miles long.  Name this longest source stream that forms a tributary of the South Platte.

Answer: Grizzly Creek
c) This is the largest tributary of the Platte.

Answer: Loup River

13. Identify the following about a French literary movement FTSNOP.

a) (5 points) Its manifesto was published by Jean Moreas in Le Figaro in 1886 and argued against the descriptive tendencies of Realism and the Parnassians and stressed immediate sensation and man’s inner life.

Answer: Symbolism or Symbolist(e)
b) (5 points) This man’s Divagations might be the most important work explaining the Symbolist movement, though he is also well known for poems like “Herodias” and “The Afternoon of a Faun.”

Answer: Stephane Mallarme
c) (10 points) This former Parnassian became well known for his work “The Death” and his symbolist output includes collections like Saturnine Poems, Parallelement, Sagesse, and the famed Songs Without Words.

Answer: Paul Verlaine
d) (10 points) This man wrote about Leonardo da Vinci in philosophical works, when not writing Symbolist poems about “Monsieur Teste,” “The Graveyard by the Sea,” and the collections Album de Vers Anciens and Jeune Parque.

Answer: Paul Valery
14. Identify the following about chemistry FTPE.

a) These are compounds containing a group N3 attached to a parent hydride structure.

Answer: azides
b) These are compounds containing a nitrogen atom that is double-bonded to another nitrogen.  Each nitrogen in the chain is linked to another group.

Answer: azo compounds
c) With formula HOOC(CH2)7COOH, this compound is a colorless crystalline solid used in organic synthesis and in making polyamides, lacquers, and alkyd salts.

Answer: azelaic acid

15. Name these Riots that occurred in New York City FTPE.

a) Named for the theater where it occurred, this 1849 riot was an attempt to prevent a performance of Macbeth by the British actor Macready by supporters of the American actor Forrest.

Answer: Astor Place riot

b) This 1863 riot over wartime policy led to the lynching of several blacks.

Answer: Draft riots

c) This series of riots outside a New York City bar in June and July 1969 quickly evolved into an international movement for gay and lesbian rights.

Answer: Stonewall Inn bar riots

16. Identify the following about a poet and her works FTPE.

a) Her work for children was translated as Crickets and Frogs, while Langston Hughes’ 1957 edition of her poetry did an admirable job with the Spanish in which she originally composed works like Ternura and Tala.

Answer: Gabriela Mistral or Lucilla Godoy Alcayaga
b) Mistral won a poetry contest in Santiago for these poems, which were later collected in her first collection Desolacion.

Answer: Sonetos de la Muerte or Sonnets of Death
c) Mistral took the first name of her nom de plume to honor this Italian author of In Praise of Sky, Sea, Earth, and Heroes, The Triumph of Death, The Daughter of Jorio, and The Flame of Life.

Answer: Gabrielle D’Annunzio
17. Identify the following related to recent developments in theoretical physics F15PE.

a) This theorem states that every continuous symmetry under which the Lagrangian is invariant in form is associated with a conservation law.  The woman who extended Dedekind and Hilbert’s work on rings discovered it.

Answer: Noether’s theorem

b) Proposed by ‘t Hooft, this principle suggests that the information stored in a 4-dimensional system cannot be greater than what is needed to store it as an imagine in 3-dimensions.  It takes it name from the most famous discovery of Dennis Gabor.

Answer: holographic principle (do not accept hologram)

18. Name these capitals of Japan past and present from famous landmarks FTPE. 

a) This city is the site of the Seven Great Temples including the five-storied pagoda of the Kofuku Temple; the Todai Temple, noted for its Daibutsu; and the Shoso Repository.

Answer: Nara
b) Laid out in 794 on the model of Ch'ang-an, this city is an example of Heian-period architecture.  Remaining is the soaring Ho o-do of the Byodo Temple, Nijo Castle, Higashi and Nishi Hongan-ji, and the Silver and Golden Pavilions.

Answer: Kyoto
c) This city is the site of the currently occupied Imperial palace.

Answer: Tokyo

19. Identify the following about a rare Frenchman who ate his own hand on a dare, Auguste Comte FTPE.

a) Aside from coining the term “sociology,” Auguste Comte brought this term into wide use, which denotes the idea that every rationally justifiable assertion can be scientifically verified.

Answer: postivism
b) Comte is known for this principle of intellectual development, a progression from theological to metaphysical to positive, where the theoretical sciences form a foundation for social organization.

Answer: Law of Three Stages
c) In his early days, Comte was a secretary to this social reformer, who in The New Christianity, argued that the truth gospel of Christ implied an acceptance of basic social principles.

Answer: Henri de Saint-Simon
20. Give the Euripides play from plot descriptions FTPE.

a) The title character has a mysterious personality change at the end and gives a patriotic speech about how great it is that she's being sacrificed for the cause of all Greece.

Answer: Iphigenia at Aulis (do not accept Iphigenia in Tauris or Iphigenia Doing Anything Else)

b) People have always doubted whether Euripides really wrote this play about a Thracian ally of Priam who gets murdered by Odysseus and Diomedes, a story told in Book 10 of the Iliad.

Answer: Rhesus
c) Our only surviving Satyr-play is this short drama in which the title character gets drunk and tries to rape a satyr.

Answer: Cyclops
21. Identify the following about an actor FTPE.

a) He played Phil Fish on Barney Miller and starred alongside Paul Sorvino in the epic Vasectomy: A Delicate Matter, but may be best known for his role as Tessio in the first two Godfather films.

Answer: Abe Vigoda

b) Abe Vigoda denigrated his fine acting career by agreeing to star in this 1997 farce about fast food based on a Nickelodeon TV show and costarring Sinbad, Carmen Electra and Kenan and Kel.

Answer: Good Burger
c) Though John Kenney may love Batgirl, Abe Vigoda showed his support for DC comics by lending his voice to the role of Sal the Wheezer in this 1993 animated film, named for the Dark Knight’s opponent.

Answer: Batman: Mask of the Phantasm
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