ACF Regionals 2002: Questions by Stanford A

1. He became a member of the editorial board for The Contemporary, but left the literary milieu for his estate in Spasskoye where he wrote A Nest of Gentlefolk  His novel Virgin Soil described the revolutionary movement of the 1870s, and Smoke demonstrated his bitterness toward the Russian class system.  His Sportsman’s Sketches was called “the Uncle Tom’s Cabin of Russia” for the influence it had in liberating the serfs.  However, he is better known for the story A Month in the Country and an 1862 work featuring the character Bazarov.  FTP, name this Russian who coined the term “nihilism” in Fathers and Sons. 


Answer: Ivan Turgenev
2. This note is the submediant of C major and mediant of f-sharp minor.  It is also the leading tone in b-flat minor and the supertonic in G major.  It is a fifth above D, and is written on the middle line of tenor clef, the top line of the bass clef, and the space below the middle line of the treble clef.  FTP, name this note, to which orchestras generally tune, set by international convention at 440 hertz.


Answer: A
3. Members of this religion observe the 9 holy days and fast 19 days a year.  They hold sacred anything written by its founders, including The Most Holy Book, The Book of Certitude, and The Seven Valleys.  Its founders were its most important prophets, including Siyyid Ali-Muhammad and the messianic figure Mirza Husayn-Ali-I-Nun.  Their teachings advocate the elimination of all prejudice and the creation of a world government that recognizes the oneness of all religions.  FTP, identify this religion founded by men better known as the Báb and Bahá’u’lláh.


Answer: Baha’I

4. Early on his ideas were considered quite controversial, and he produced pithy one-liners, such as “no entity without identity”, and “to be is to be the value of a bound variable”. His last work was The Roots of Reference and he later on became identified with the mainstream of analytic philosophy in writings like From a Logical Point of View and “Two Dogmas of Empiricism.” FTP, name this student of Carnap, an American philosopher most famed for “Word and Object.”

Answer: Willard van Orman Quine
5. This protocol recognizes five types of protocol data units, or PDUs, that can be sent between a management console and a monitored device.  Four of them, get-request, get-next-request, set-request, and get-response, allow the manager to query the device’s Management Information Base and get information on the device’s status.  The other, trap, allows the device to send unsolicited information to the manager when a major event occurs.  FTPE, identify this system administration protocol, abbreviated SNMP.


Answer: simple network management protocol (accept SNMP early)

6. His father Motilal encouraged his education, and introduced him to such other independence activists as Anne Besant.  After visiting Dublin in 1907 and becoming interested in the Irish independence movement, he became more radical than his father in working towards Indian independence.  As a result, he helped found the Indian National Congress, and held important talks with Mohammed Ali Jinnah during the 1940s over the partition or unity of an Independent India.  FTP, name this man who was eventually succeeded as prime minister of India by his daughter Indira grandson Rajiv.


Answer: Jawaharlal Nehru
7. This work features a maid named Mary and a storytelling firefighter; as it proceeds we learn that the daughter of one of the couples has one white eye and one red eye. Other revelations include the realization that everybody the Smiths know is named Bobby Watson, and it culminates in an argument composed of non sequiturs, clichés, tongue teasers, and nonsense identifying this as one of its author’s antiplays. FTP name this 1950 play an absurdist masterpiece by Eugene Ionesco.

Answer: La Cantatrice Chauve or The Bald Soprano
8. The equation that dictates this law involves its namesake’s constant, which can be derived by dividing one by the quantity 4 times pi times the permittivity of free space, normally symbolized by lower-case k.  Following Newton’s third law, this law follows its predecessor, another inverse-square law.  FTP, identify this law that states that the square of the distance divided into the product of two charges and the constant k results in the force between those two charges.

Answer: Coulomb’s law

9. Brown and Kulick first used this term in 1977, and the pair also used the phrase “Now Point” to describe the moment at which they are formed.  The amygdala is believed to contribute to the extraordinary persistence of this type of memory that often originates from highly emotional or traumatic experiences.  FTP, name this type of memory which is as vivid as a snapshot but often not as accurate.

Answer: flashbulb memories

10. After the bill in question was defeated in Congress, William Waters’ attempts at maintaining order up and down the tents and shanties along the Anacostia River fell on deaf ears and tensions rose. Under pressure from local authorities Generals Perry Miles and Douglas MacArthur were called in to drive out the demonstrators resulting in the death of one veteran and the appropriation of 100,000 to appease the protestors. FTP identify this 1932 gathering of WWI veterans who demanded extra payment for wartime services.

Answer: _Bonus Army_

11. This actress, one of the most talented women in the world, once had a role as Jennifer Love Hewitt’s roommate on the tv series, Time of Your Life.  Married to Scott Foley, who she met on the set of Felicity, she won the 2002 Golden Globe for best actress in a dramatic tv series, and in her acceptance speech, she extolled her performance in Dude, where’s my car?. FTP, name this actress who plays agent Sydney Bristow on Alias.

Answer: Jennifer Garner
12. Sado Island lies to this land mass’ west, right above Noto peninsula. The Chugoku Range lies above the Inland Sea, in the South, while the Oga Peninsula culminates in the Tsugaru strait which separates it from the island above. Home to the country’s largest lake-- Biwa-- and numerous national parks, cities include Osaka, Kobe, and Yokohama, and Mt. Fuji rises nearly in the center of the island. FTP identify this largest of the four main islands of Japan.

Answer: _Honshu_

13. This artist froze a second from Eisenstein’s Potemkin in one of his works and also painted studies of Muybridge’s horse.  His “Three Studies for the Base of a Crucifixion” caused a furor when it was exhibited in the Tate Gallery, because of the gruesome treatment of his subject.  More famous now are his versions of “Velazquez’s Innocent X”, which portray the pope with slabs of butchered meat hanging next to him.  FTP name this 20th century painter of terror, who shares his name with a British philosopher and scientist.

Answer: Francis Bacon
14. His prose collection, The Necessary Angel, released when the author was 72, asserted that poetry was “the supreme fiction.”  In his 60s he echoed Baudelaire’s notion that beauty is inextricably linked with evil in “Esthétique du Mal.”  Later poems include “The Plain Sense of Things” and “A Quiet Normal Life,” but he’s better known for early works like “The Snow Man,” “The Idea of Order at Key West,” and “Thirteen Ways of Looking at a Blackbird.”  FTP, name this American author of the poems “Sunday Morning,” “Peter Quince at the Clavier,” and “The Emperor of Ice Cream.”

Answer: Wallace Stevens
15. These stars oscillate between two states: first, large temperature and pressure gradients build up within the star, causing it to expand; then, the pressure gradient in the star weakens and no longer supports it against gravity, so it contracts back to its compressed state.  The period of these fluctuations corresponds in a known way with the star’s absolute magnitude; comparing this number to the apparent magnitude then yields the distance of the star, a relation discovered by Harlow Shapley and Henrietta Leavitt.  FTP, identify these stars, “the yardsticks of the universe.”

Answer: delta Cepheid variables

16. Those in attendance at the signing included Archbishop Liutbert, Bishop Altfrid, Count Ingleram, and Count Liutfried.  Agreed upon by the sons of Louis the Pious, The land from the North Sea to Central Italy and the title of Holy Roman Emperor went to Lothair.  His brother Louis the German got Germany, and Charles the Bald got France, permanently cleaving the empire forged by their grandfather Charlemagne.  FTP, name this 843 treaty that divided the Carolingian empire.


Answer: Treaty of Verdun
17. Their author advocates mental retreat into an arrière-boutique, or a mental back corner where one can observe oneself as if from afar.  Their titles include “Of Age,” “Of Repentance,” “Of Thumbs,” and “That We Taste Nothing Pure.”  One of the most famous is a skeptical, humanist work that ultimately affirms the Catholic Church as the solution to the limitations of human reason known as “Apology for Raymond Sebond.”  Containing “Of Cannibals,” FTP, identify this introspective 1588 collection by Michel de Montaigne.

Answer: Essais or Essays
19. This equation is used in clinical cases to determine the extent to which pH affects the blood.  It requires knowledge of the concentrations of a weak acid and its conjugate base in solution, as well as the pKa, or dissociation factor, of the acid in question.  Applying mostly to systems with pHs between 6 and 8, this equation can be used to deduce the composition of a weak acid/weak base solution.  FTP, identify this chemistry equation used for the calculation of pH of a buffer solution named after its two developers.

Answer: Henderson-Hasselbach equation

20. It was included as a scene on Aeneas’ shield in Virgil’s Aeneid, and its namesake games are held at Nicopolis every four years to commemorate it.  Fought in northwest Acarnania at the mouth of the Ambracian Gulf, one of the combatants in this battle was confounded by a rainstorm, while the other was restrained from attacking by Agrippa.  The battle was lost after an enemy maneuver forced Cleopatra to withdraw 60 ships.  FTP, identify this naval battle of 31 BCE fought between Octavian and Marc Antony.


Answer: Battle of Actium
21. "The Queen's Twin" is a queer tale about Victoria's double living in New England.*Though her 

friendship with Annie Fields often brought her to Boston, she always returned to her native town to write. 

A historical romance _The Tory Lover_ came late in her career, but collections like _A Native of Winby_, _The Life of Nancy_, and _A Marsh Island_ are more characteristic. The Atlantic Monthly's publication of "The Shore House" began the collection later known as _Deephaven_, while _A Country Doctor_ was a novel. But her best known work includes such memorable characters as Captain Littlepage and Mrs. Todd residents of Dunnet, Maine. FTP identify this local color writer of "A White Heron" and _Country of the Pointed Firs_.

Answer: Sarah Orne _Jewett_ (*accept Country of the Pointed Firs before this point)

This play begins with three queens complaining that a rival king has refused to leto them bury their husbands.  In a victorious battle over the Thebans, Theseus takes two soldiers prisoner.  While their jailer’s daughter falls in love with one of them, they both fall in love with Theseus’ sister Emilia.  As they prepare to duel over her, Arcite dies in an accident and Palamon wins Emilia’s love.  FTP, name this dramatic collaboration of John Fletcher and William Shakespeare.

Answer: The Two Noble Kinsmen (do not accept Chaucer’s “Knight’s Tale” that’s not a play)

This 1000 mile-long mountain range, whose highest point is Tirich Mir, was known to the Greeks as the Caucasus Indicus.  Conquerors such as Alexander the Great and Tamerlane crossed through this range that cleaves the Amu Darya and Indus river valleys, and many other armies have also crossed its Khyber Pass.  FTP, name this mountain range of Pakistan and Afghanistan, whose name means “Hindu killer.”


Answer: Hindu Kush

Bonuses by Stanford University

1. Identify these French art movements from descriptions 5-15-10:

a) (5) This art movement’s biggest proponents were Degas and Renoir.  It took its name from a painting of a sunrise by Claude Monet.

Answer: Impressionism
b) (15) Members of this group included Pierre Bonnard and Paul Sérusier.  They were active from 1889 to 1899 and practiced a postimpressionist style influenced by Gauguin.  It took its name from the Hebrew word for “prophet.”

Answer: Les Nabis
c) (10) Practicing from 1830 to 1870 at the edge of the Fontainebleau forest, this group was distinguished by such artists as Jean François Millet and Théodore Rousseau.

Answer: Barbizon school

2. Identify these literary doctors FTPE.

a) (10) Still a medical student, this “stately, plump” figure rooms with Stephen Dedalus in James Joyce’s Ulysses.

Answer: Buck Mulligan (accept either name)

b) (10) This titular character of a Sinclair Lewis novel struggles with his desire to do research and make a name for himself as a doctor.

Answer: Martin Arrowsmith
c) (10) This psychiatrist marries his patient Nicole Warren, has a brief affair with starlet Rosemary Hoyt, and watches his wife leave him for Tommy Barban.  He is the main character of Fitzgerald’s Tender is the Night.

Answer: Dick Diver (accept either name)

3. Identify these ancient peoples FTPE.

a) (10) This tribe was largely exterminated by the Sarmatians in the 4th century BCE.  Those in Asia, however, invaded northern India in the 1st century BCE and fought the Parthians in the prior century.

Answer: Scythians
b) (10) This group of Semitic invaders conquered Egypt in the 17th century BCE.  They captured Memphis and established their capital at Avaris.  They are most famous for introducing the horse to Egypt.

Answer: Hyksos
c) (10) This ancient people of Asia Minor had such rulers as Labarna, Mursili I, and Telipinu.  Divided into Old and New Kingdoms, this group fought at the Battle of Kadesh under Muwatalli against the Egyptians.

Answer: Hittites
4. Identify the important 20th century linguists FTPE.

a)
(10) He has generally been considered the founding figure of modern linguistics, since the publication of his “Aspects of the Theory of Syntax”.  He is now more famous for his political views.



Answer: Noam Chomsky
b)
(10) Before Chomsky, he was considered the founder of modern linguistics.  His posthumous “Course in General Linguistics” introduced structuralism, creating such distinctions as those between langue and parole, and between signifier and signified.


Answer: Ferdinand de Saussure
c)
(10) He is generally considered the most influential historical linguist in the second half of the twentieth-century, having classified the African languages into their modern groupings, and created controversial groupings of all the languages of the Americas, and recently all the languages of Eurasia.  He died at Stanford last year.



Answer: Joseph Greenberg
5. Identify the following about early works of Asian literature FTPE:

1.This work achieved its present form during the Kamakura period and presents the story of the rise and fall

of the title family, also known as the Taira, in 12th century Japan.

Answer: _Tale(s) of the Heike_ or Heike Monogatari

2.Written during the Ming Dynasty by Wu Ch'eng-en, it tells the tale of Tripitika a Bhuddist priest who travels to India in search of holy scriptures, helping him on his quest is a magical monkey.

Answer: _Journey to the West_ or Hsi Yu Chi

3.This 17th century poet wrote The Records of a Wellworn Satchel and The Narrow Road to the Deep North, both travel sketches interspersed with his mastery of the Haiku form.

Answer: Matsuo _Basho_

6. Identify the following terms from circuit analysis FTPE.

a) (10) This function is the ratio of the Laplace transform of a system’s output to the Laplace transform of its input.


Answer: transfer function

b) (10) This type of plot is a sinusoidal frequency response plot of a circuit’s transfer function.  Magnitude (in decibels) and phase are usually plotted separately versus the log of frequency.


Answer: Bode plot

c) (10) This is the term for the amount of open-loop phase shift required at unity gain to make the closed-loop system unstable.  It can usually be obtained by inspection from a Bode plot.


Answer: phase margin
7. Identify the following chefs of French cuisine FTSNOP.

a) (5 points) She hosted the television programs “The French Chef” and “Master Chef” and is a co-founder of the American Institute of Wine and Food.


Answer: Julia Child
b) (5 points) Called “the Délacroix of French Cuisine,” this Japanese man is best known as Iron Chef French.


Answer: Hiroyuki Sakai
c) (10 points) This “chef of kings and king of chefs” opened “The Golden Pheasant” in Paris, cooked at the Savoy and Carlton hotels in London, and is noted for his many culinary books.


Answer: George-Auguste Escoffier
d) (10 points) This French champion of nouvelle cuisine and proprietor of a restaurant named for him in Lyon co-founded the world’s first international cooking competition in 1987, which is also named for him.


Answer: Paul Bocuse (the competition is the Bocuse d’Or)

8. FTPE, name the American minimalist composer given works:

a) (10) The operas Satyagraha, Akhnaten, and Einstein on the Beach

Answer: Philip Glass
b) (10) Piano Phase, Drumming, Music for 18 Musicians, Different Trains

Answer: Steve Reich
c) (10) Shaker Loops, Nixon in China, Century Rolls

Answer: John Adams
9.Identify the following about a mythological hero FTPE:

1.The son of Aeson he died when the prow of his former ship fell on him in old age, he also recovered the golden fleece.

Answer: _Jason_

2.Jason became King of this city by killing Pelias with the help of his lover Medea.

Answer: _Corinth_ or _Ephyre_

3.After divorcing Medea to marry this woman, Medea got mad and killed their two kids.

Answer: _Glauce_

10. Identify the following people that played a role in Russian history FTPE.

a) (10) This last Tsar of Russia was the son of Alexander III.  He was deposed by the Revolution of 1917 and was executed along with his family.

Answer: Nicholas II
b) (10) This revolutionary headed the Provisional Government before the Bolshevik takeover in October 1917.

Answer: Aleksandr Fyodorovich Kerensky
c) (10) He served as minister of finance and minister of communications under Tsars Alexander III and Nicholas II.  He placed Russia on the gold standard and signed the Treaty of Portsmouth on behalf of his nation.

Answer: Count Sergey Witte
11. Identify the terms concerning gene expression FTPE.

a) (10) This first phase of gene expression is the production of an mRNA complement of a strand of DNA.  It is catalyzed by RNA polymerase.


Answer: transcription
b) (10) This second phase of gene expression is the synthesis of polypeptides from the amino acids specified in the mRNA sequence.


Answer: translation
c) (10) These are segments of eukaryotic DNA that are transcribed but not translated, since they do not code for any portion of the polypeptide specified by the gene.


Answer: introns
12. 5-10-15, name these German-speaking authors who worked outside of the main German-speaking world.

a) (5) This resident of Prague left behind two unfinished novels and many shorter stories, including “A Country Doctor” and “In the Penal Colony”

Answer: Franz Kafka
b) (10) Immortalized back in the day by a Georgia Teach tournament, this nobel prize winner wrote such works as End of a Mission, Group Portrait with Lady, and Billiards at Half-Past Nine.

answer: Heinrich _Boll_

c) 15 The third husband of Alma Schindler, this resident of California was most famous for his “Song of Bernadette”

Answer: Franz Werfel
13. Identify these enzymes from descriptions FTPE.

a) (10) Secreted by the pancreas, its most famous version, ptyalin (TIE-UH-LIN), is secreted by the salivary glands.  This enzyme is responsible for starch, glycogen, and dextrin digestion.

Answer: amylase
(b) (10) Discovered by Schwann in 1836, it is secreted by cells lining the interior of the stomach. This most powerful enzyme in gastric juice disgests proteins. 

Answer: _pepsin_

b) (10) This enzyme is a serine hydrolase whose biological role is the termination of impulse transmissions at cholinergic synapses within the nervous system by rapid hydrolysis of neurotransmitters.

Answer: acetylcholinesterase

14. Identify these philosophers from works FTPE.

a) (10) The Concept of Dread; The Sickness Unto Death; The Present Age

Answer: Søren Kierkegaard
b) (10) Cartesian Meditations; Logical Investigations; Philosophy of Arithmetic

Answer: Edmund Husserl
c) (10) Language, Truth, and Logic; The Problem of Knowledge; The Central Questions of Philosophy

Answer: Sir A. J. Ayer
15. Answer these questions about Indian history related to the entry of the white devil into the motherland, FTPE.

1. (10) The first real decay in the Mughal empire began during the reign of this fool-emperor who ruled from 1658 to 1707 after overthrowing his father, Shah Jahan.

Answer: Aurangzeb
2. (10) This bastard, whose character, according to Britannica, was no more unscrupulous than that of many men of his day, became virtual ruler of Bengal after the Battle of Plassey.

Answer: Robert Clive
3. (10) This peasant warrior group, whose most important clan was the Bhonsles, had a chance to consolidate power after the decline of the Mughals, but unfortunately they couldn’t get their act together.

Answer: Marathas
16. Answer these questions about Yoknapatawpha families FTPE.

a) (10) The trilogy consisting of The Hamlet, The Town, and The Mansion is usually        named after this family, which includes the rapacious Flem.

Answer: Snopes

b) (10)  The General from this family appears in The Bear, the father narrates some of Absalom, Absalom!, but not as much as one of his sons who eventually commits suicide in a 1929 novel.

Answer: Compson
c) (10)  A large part of The Bear centers on Isaac’s search through his family’s lurid past filled with miscegenation and incest. Name Isaac’s family – not the Beauchamps.

Answer: McCaslin
17. Identify the following from linear algebra FTPE.

a) (10) What term refers to the number of pivot columns in a matrix?


Answer: rank
b) (10) What is the term for a new matrix obtained by interchanging the rows of an existing matrix with its columns?


Answer: transpose
c) (10) What is the term for a new matrix obtained by replacing each element of an existing matrix with its cofactor and taking the transpose of this result?


Answer: adjoint
18. Identify these Renaissance artists who also wrote important treatises FTPE.

a) (10) This Florentine Mannerist is most famous for his book Lives of the Most Eminent Italian Architects, Painters, and Sculptors.


Answer: Giorgio Vasari
b) (10) His most famous sculpture is Perseus with the Head of Medusa; he also wrote a colorful autobiography and Two Treatises on Goldsmithing and Sculpture.


Answer: Benvenuto Cellini
c) (10) This designer of villas and palaces, whose distinctive style was later imitated by Inigo Jones, wrote Four Books of Architecture.


Answer: Palladio or Andrea di Pietro
19. Historical stuff, FTPE

1. (10) This Muslim sultan achieved his greatest success with the capture of Jerusalem in 1187.

Answer: Saladin or _SALAH AD-DIN_ YUSUF IBN AYYUB

2. (10) Saladin founded this dynasty which largely consisted of zealous Sunnite Muslims who introduced the madrasah into Egypt and Jerusalem.

Answer: Ayyubid dynasty

3. (10) In 1250 the Ayyubids were overthrown by this dynasty, which ruled Egypt and Syria until 1517 when they were subjugated by the Ottoman empire.

Answer: Mamluk or Mameluke

20. FTPE, name the river flowing through each of the following European capitals:

a) (10) Warsaw

Answer: Vistula

b) (10) Belgrade

Answer: Danube

c)  (10) Amsterdam

Answer: Amstel

21. FTPE, name the authors of the following works:

a) (10) The God of Small Things

Answer: Arundhati Roy
b) (10) The Kitchen God’s Wife

Answer: Amy Tan

c) (10) Their Eyes Were Watching God

      Answer: Zora Neale Hurston
