3rd VT High School Invitational Tournament – Round 5

Questions by Jeremy Ramont

1.
During the past decade, he was groomed to assume power in his nation after his father’s death.  When his father, who founded the nation in 1948, did die in 1994, he succeeded him, but his grip on power was seen as tenuous by Western observers.  With the national mourning period for his father now coming to an end, he has only recently solidified his official rule of the country.  FTP, identify this current leader of North Korea.

A:
Kim Jong Il (Accept Kim Il Jong. Il is pronounced “ILL,” not as “the Second.”)

2.
This religion, governed by the Universal House of Justice, is headquartered in Haifa, Israel.  It has its largest following in India and Iran, where its followers are persecuted the Islamic government.  It stresses simplicity, equality, and unity, and it considers all religious truth to be relative.  FTP, name this religion, whose adherents follow the teachings of the Bab, which was founded in 1863 by Baha’U’llah (BAH ha ULL ah).

A:
Bah’ai
3.
At the age of 14, he became a cigarmaker in New York City and joined the Cigarmakers Union.  By 1886, he had his own organization, technically a union of unions, which sought better wages and working conditions for skilled workers.  FTP, identify this labor leader, who drew together a variety of craft unions under the umbrella of the American Federation of Labor.

A:
Samuel Gompers
4
Many numismatists probably know their coins well enough to be able to spell all of the words which appear on them, even the ones in funny languages.  We won’t ask you to spell any of the funny foreign words, but FTP, spell numismatist.

A:
N - U - M - I - S - M - A - T - I - S - T - S

5.
Lerner and Loewe adapted this play for the Broadway stage, but in making the transition, much of the author’s original message was lost.  Author and social critic George Bernard Shaw uses the training methods of Henry Higgins to suggest that a person’s station in life depends on how the person is treated.  Eliza Doolittle had to learn this lesson the hard way FTP, identify this play which formed the basis for the musical comedy My Fair Lady.

A:
Pygmalion
6.
It causes Patau syndrome if it occurs in chromosome 13, Edwards syndrome when it occurs in chromosome 18, and Down syndrome if it occurs in chromosome 21.  Each of these afflictions results in the affected person having 47 chromosomes, instead of the normal 23 pairs.  FTP, identify this genetic disorder, which results when one or more chromosomes occur in sets of three, instead of in pairs.

A:
trisomy (Prompt for more information on extra chromosome or similar answers.)

7.
They are actually ridges of the Campagna (cam PAN ya), a coastal lowland, and while they only measure between 100 and 200 feet in height, they served the defensive needs of the Latins who first settled in the region.  FTP, what collective name is given to the geographic features known as the Viminal, Esquiline, Quirinal, Caelian, Palatine, Capitoline, and Aventine.

A:
The Seven Hills of Rome
8.
On the open sea, they can go undetected, having wavelengths of hundreds of miles, but amplitudes of only a few feet.  However, when they approach shallows, their amplitudes sometimes increase to hundreds of feet.  In 1960, an underwater earthquake near Chile caused one of these to appear in Hawaii twelve hours later, drowning thousands.  FTP, identify these seismic phenomena, which take their name from the Japanese for “harbor wave.”

A:
tsunami (Prompt for more information on tidal wave or seismic sea wave.)

9.
The third movement of Classical symphonies almost always took the form of a minuet, which could actually be used in a dance setting.  While Beethoven and other Romantic composers maintained the use of 3 / 4 time, the faster pace, vigorous rhythm, and abrupt changes in mood that became common in third movement of  nineteenth-century symphony made it less than suitable for dance.  All of this must have struck someone as funny, because the movement was given a name which is Italian for “joke” or “jest.”  FTP, identify this section of the symphony whose more rhythmic form has persisted into modern composition. 

A:
scherzo
10.
This Frenchman made significant contributions to his nation’s iron industry, through the discoveries he made in metallurgy at the turn of the century.  However, he is better known for the principle of chemical equilibrium which he formulated in 1884.  FTP, name this scientist, whose principle states that a change in the temperature, pressure, or composition of a equilibrium system will result in a change in the concentration of reagents and products that will serve to maintain equilibrium.

A:
Henri Le Chatelier
END OF TOSS UP ROUND #1


11.
It lasted until the 19th century in Germany and Japan, and its effects were felt in Russia up until 1917, although it technically ended there in 1861 when Alexander the Second abolished serfdom.  Under the system, vassals gained title to fiefs, in return for a giving a percentage of the land’s income and a commitment to provide troops to their lords in times of war.  FTP, name this social and political system that dominated Western Europe through the Middle Ages.

A:
feudalism
12.
Born in 1883,  this Czech-born Austrian novelist and short-story writer presented a nightmarish vision of the modern world in his works, which include The Castle, Amerika, and The Trial.  However, he is probably mist famous for his story of what happened to an unfortunate man after he woke up not quite feeling like himself.  FTP, name this author, who recounted the tale of Gregor Samsa in his master work, The Metamorphosis.

A:
Franz Kafka
13.
He was born in 1795, and in 1821, this poet died in Rome of tuberculosis, convinced that the world hated his work.  Among his poems are “La Belle Dame Sans Merci,” and “Endymion,” which contains the line “A thing of beauty is a joy forever.”. FTP, name the Romantic poet, whose better known works include “Ode on a Grecian Urn” and “Ode to a Nightingale.”

A:
John Keats
14.
While modern economists have discounted several of the assertions made in his 1798 pamphlet and 1803 book, recent concerns over population growth have brought several of his ideas back into favor.  His study of economics let him to the idea that population growth diminishes the ability of the population at large to feed itself, because population increased exponentially, while food production only increased linearly.  FTP, name this British economist who concluded that this trend would produce war, famine, and disease in “An Essay on the Principle of Population”.

A:
Thomas Malthus
15.
The term comes from Middle English roots which refer to a servant on a type of boat.  On sailing ships, the sailor holding this position would command one of the ship’s smaller boats, and would act as its helmsman.  FTP, identify the position, which in regattas, refers to the person who steers the scull and directs the crew.

A:
coxswain
16.
Its director made it a point to use the best artists available: composers Maurice Ravel and Igor Stravinsky wrote music, painters Leon Bakst and Pablo Picasso designed scenery, and Anna Pavlova and Vaslav Nijinsky danced sets created by choreographers Michel Fokine, and later by George Balanchine.  FTP, identify this Paris dance company founded by Sergei Diaghilev in 1909.

A:
Ballets Russes

17.
With the threat of Indian attacks and colonial insurrection looming, he replaced Willem Kieft as governor of New Amsterdam.  He built a defensive wall along what is today Wall Street, and he expanded south into New Sweden, modern-day Delaware. His persecution of Quakers and Lutherans, and his autocratic measures were factors which led to his defeat by an English fleet sent by the Duke of York.  Tired of his rule, the citizens simply refused to defend the colony. FTP, name this leader of the early colonial period, who in 1664, retired to his farm, the Bouwerie.

A:
Peter Stuyvesant
18.
This region was part of the Roman province of Dacia.  For hundreds of years after the fall of Rome, it was overrun by numerous Germanic tribes, until it passed to Hungary in 1003.  It was not until after World War Two that it became a part of Romania.  Bounded by the Alps and Carpathians, its most famous inhabitant was a prince of nearby Wallachia who became famous for the way in which he tortured captives.  FTP, identify this homeland of Vlad the Impaler, whose cruelty gave rise to the legend of Count Dracula.

A:
Transylvania
19.
The son of Telemon and the king of Salamis, Homer’s Iliad describes him as being gigantic in stature.  Of the Greek warriors who besieged Troy, he ranked second in strength and courage, after Achilles.  After Achilles was killed by Paris, he and Odysseus retrieved the body, and he claimed the hero’s armor, believing that it should go to the strongest of the warriors.  FTP, identify this figure of Greek myth, who went insane and killed himself when the armor was awarded to the wise Odysseus.

A:
Ajax the Elder

20.
He ravaged a divided Roman Empire, overrunning Gaul in 451.  Refugees displaced during his Italian campaign eventually settled and founded Venice, but he was unable to attack Rome because of illnesses in his army.  A coalition of Roman, Frankish, and Visigothic forces under Flavius Aetius defeated him in the Battle of Chalons-Sur-Marne in 452, forcing him back into central Europe.  FTP, identify this warlord who became king of the Huns in 433, known by many as the "scourge of God."

A:
Attila the Hun

END OF TOSS-UP ROUND #2

21.
Its members vowed to wage class warfare against industrialists and capitalists, and the organization intended to help unskilled labor in a way the AFL did not.  The “Wobblies,” led by William “Big Bill” Haywood were among the most radical of the early unions. FTP, name this organization, whose many critics maintained that its initials stood for “I Won’t Work”.

A:
Industrial Workers of the World (Prompt for more information on IWW, or on Wobblies if given before it is read.)

22.
In 1963, she published a book based on "Women are People Too!", an article she wrote for Good Housekeeping.  She expanded the article with information that she obtained from biographical questionnaires submitted by two hundred 15-year alumnae of Smith College.  FTP, identify this feminist activist, who co-founded and served as the first president of the National Organization for Women, the author of The Feminine Mystique.

A:
Betty Friedan
23.
After noticing the variety of skills she displayed early in life, her father is said to have lamented the fact that she was born a woman.  Widowed at age 21, this Japanese baroness and court figure was a lady-in-waiting to the empress Akiko, and probably wrote for her entertainment.  FTP, name this author, whose 1015 work, The Tale of Genji, is considered to be one of the first literary works to be written in the novel form.

A:
Lady Murasaki Shikibu

24.
First described in 1923, and named after a British logician, they use closed contours to represent sets, and can be thought of as a graphical representation of Boolean algebra.  FTP, name these constructs, where the relative position and overlap of the contours indicate the relationships between the sets.  

A:
Venn diagrams
25.
This year saw great political change all over the globe.  In South Africa, President P.W. Botha resigns and is replaced by F.W. DeKlerk.  The foundations of Communism in Europe begin to crumble, as the “Christmas Revolution” ends in the execution of Romanian dictator Nicolae Ceausescu, and the Berlin Wall is demolished.  Students in China did not fare as well, as some 2,000 of them were massacred after a tense stand-off in Tiananmen Square.  FTP, in what year did these events make headlines?

A:
1989
26.
In 1916, he demonstrated the validity of the mathematics used in the quantum theory, and in 1933, he co-discovered the positron with Carl Anderson.  However, it was work he did while at Caltech that won him the 1923 Nobel Prize for Physics, awarded for “his work on the elementary charge of electricity and on the photoelectric effect.  FTP, identify this physicist, whose 1909 oil-drop experiment allowed him to determine the charge on the electron.

A:
Robert Millikan
27.
You may need pencil and paper.  FTP, what is the sum of the interior angles of a regular polygon whose exterior angles measure forty degrees each?

A:
1260 degrees (The polygon is a regular nonagon.)

28.
FQTP, Jim Thorpe, Carbon, Carlisle, Wayne, Chester, Reading, Lancaster, Allentown, Harrisburg, Pittsburgh, and Philadelphia are all cities in what state?

A:
Pennsylvania
29.
This drug, returning to use after over 30 years, will face stricter FDA regulations than almost any other drug in that body’s history.  Although it has shown promise in combating leprosy and other terminal illnesses for which there are no other treatments. the regulations on the drug are based on its track record from the late 1950’s.  FTP, identify this sedative, whose use was banned in 1962 due to the thousands of massive birth defects it caused.

A:
thalidomide
30.
His film resumé includes appearances in such literary-based fare as Pilgrims’ Progress, Ethan Frome, and Nell, as well as more dramatic roles in Excalibur, Krull, and Darkman.  FTP, identify this Irish actor who made poignant performances as the central characters in Schindler's List, Rob Roy, and Michael Collins.

A:
Liam Neeson
END OF BONUS ROUND

Team Round Categories
1) Three
2) Countries Smaller than Rhode Island
3) Classical Idioms

Category 1: Three - Answer the following questions, which are all related to the number three.

1.
Devout Christians pray to this—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit

A:
the Trinity
2.
This term from Greek means the “naming and measurement of three sides”

A:
trigonometry
3.
This book of religious law is the third book of the bible

A:
Leviticus
4.
In phase chemistry, this is the point at which solid, liquid and vapor phases coexist in equilibrium.

A:
triple point
5.
On Dec. 18, 1787, this state became the to be admitted to the Union

A:
New Jersey
6.
In 1979, a partial core meltdown occurred at this nuclear reactor site in Pennsylvania

A:
Three Mile Island
7.
In 1907, these nations formed the Triple Entente, which became the core of the Allied Powers at the outbreak of World War One.

A:
Great Britain (Accept equivalents.), France, Russia (Do not accept Soviet Union or equivalents.)

8.
The third of his three laws of motion states that, for every action, there is an equal and opposite reaction.

A:
Sir Isaac Newton
9.
The first of his three laws of planetary motion states that the planets move around the sun in an elliptical path.

A.
Johannes Kepler
10.
This ester, the chief component of fats and oils, is made up of three fatty acid radicals and one molecule of C3H5(OH)3
A:
triglycerides
11.
In Norse mythology, these three sat at the foot of the World-tree, spinning, measuring, and cutting the thread of life.

A:
the Norns
Category 2: Countries Smaller than Rhode Island - Each of these countries could fit into Rhode Island.  In fact, ALL of these countries could fit into Rhode Island all at once.  Identify them based on clues.

1.
The co-princes of this nation high in the Pyrenees are the President of France, and the Bishop of Urgel, in Spain.

A:
Andorra
2.
Because of a 1924 economic union, most of the business and foreign policy of this German speaking principality, located between Switzerland and Austria, is handled by the Swiss.

A:
Liechtenstein
3.
The temporal seat of the Bishop of Rome, most of its territory became part of the kingdom of Italy in 1870.  It has an area of just over a hundred acres, and a population of around 1,000.

A:
Vatican City State

4.
This citizens of this most serene republic maintain a tradition of the Roman Republic; every six months, they elect two captains-regent as co-executives.

A:
San Marino
5.
By law, citizens of this Mediterranean principality are forbidden to gamble in its casinos in Monte Carlo.

A:
Monaco
6.
While not a nation, this English colony, largely composed of a mass of limestone, sits at the entrance to the Mediterranean Sea.  

A:
Gibraltar
7.
In 1530, this island republic south of Sicily became the base of an order called the Knights of Saint John.  The name of the nation was commonly used to refer to the order.

A:
Malta
8.
The capital of this archipelago in the Persian Gulf is Manama.  This emirate has largely paid for its modernization with oil profits.

A:
Bahrain
9.
Another territory that is not a nation, this Portuguese colony is scheduled to return to the control of China in 1999.

A:
Macao
10.
This name of this Pacific republic comes from Greek and Latin roots meaning “small island.”

A:
Federated States of Micronesia
11.
While in this city-state at the tip of the Malay Peninsula, Michael Fay had to learn not to vandalize cars the hard way.

A:
Singapore
Category 3: Classical Idioms - Many references from Classical history and mythology have come into common usage in modern phrases and sayings.  Identify each of the following from the given clues.

1.
An oracle foretold that the man who could untie this devilish tangle would rule the world.  According to legend, Alexander the Great cut it with a stroke of his sword, and the rest is history.

A:
Gordian knot


2.
Writers often invoke one of these daughters of Zeus and Mnemosyne for inspiration.

A:
muse
3.
A person who is completely absorbed in himself might end up like his namesake, who wasted away and died because he was unable to tear himself away from his reflection in a pool.

A:
narcissist (Accept Narcissus.)

4.
Figuratively, to open this is to create a situation that will cause great grief.  If it happens to you, you might want to check again, in case Hope gets caught inside. 

A:
Pandora’s box
5.
A beautiful or tempting woman might be called this, and this type of song refers to an irresistible distraction.

A:
siren
6.
An enemy, or some other person who will bring about one’s downfall, has this Greek goddess of vengeance as a namesake.

A:
nemesis
7.
They are named after the Greek general who, after defeating the Romans, remarked that another such victory would destroy him.

A:
Pyrrhic victory

8.
An extremely wealthy person might be referred to as being as rich this king of Lydia, whose kingdom was destroyed when he went to war with the Persians.

A:
rich as Croesus
9.
Figuratively, it refers to a place of happiness and bliss.  The souls of heroes and virtuous went here instead of going to Hades.

A:
Elysian Fields
10.
This Greek giant, thief, and murderer, offered false hospitality to travelers by letting them sleep in a bed which has come to bear his name.  If the person was longer or shorter than the bed, he would hack off their limbs or stretch them out until they fit. 

A:
bed of Procrustes
11.
The term describing a handsome young man comes from the name of a this youth who was loved by Aphrodite and Peresephone.

A:
Adonis
1.
The term for a mixture of two strong acids which was found to be useful in various chemical reactions is believed to have first come into English usage in 1610.


a. For 10 points, identify this liquid, whose name comes from the Latin for “royal water.”


A: aqua regia

b. For 5 points per answer, what two acids make up aqua regia?


A: nitric acid, hydrochloric acid


c. Aqua regia is so named because of its ability to dissolve two of the so-called noble metals.  For 5 points per answer, name these metals.


A: gold, platinum
2.
Given a nickname, name the state for 5 points.


a. Land of Enchantment
A: New Mexico
b. Wolverine State
A: Michigan

c. Equality State
A: Wyoming
d. Hawkeye State
A: Iowa

e. Show Me State
A: Missouri
f. Centennial State
A: Colorado

3.
After 30 years of warfare between Yorks and Lancasters, England gained a stable royal house in the Tudors, who ruled from 1485 to 1603.  For 5 points per answer, with a 5 point bonus for all correct, identify England’s five Tudor monarchs.


A: Henry VII, Henry VIII, Edward VI, Mary I, Elizabeth I

(Prompt for more information on all partial answers after the completion of the list.)

4.
Many people in Greek mythology were immortalized or punished by being turned into animals.  Identify these mythological figures for 10 points each.


a. To hide her from Hera, Zeus turned this river nymph into a white heifer.


A: Io

b. Ill-mannered sailors who became shipwrecked on her island might find themselves turned into swine, dogs, and donkeys by this sorceress.


A: Circe

c. After Hermes killed Hera’s hundred eyed watchmen, she placed his many eyes on the feathers of her bird, the peacock, as a decoration.


A: Argus
5.
With all the nonsense going on in baseball about the realignment of the leagues, answer these questions about other leagues for 10 points each


a) At its height, over 100 cities joined in this Medieval trade and defensive alliance.  This league formally organized in 1358, gaining a trade monopoly in all of Scandinavia by 1370.  The organization finally died out during the 17th century.


A: Hanseatic League


b) Founded by Carrie Chapman Catt in 1920, men were not admitted until 1974.  Over the years, it has increased in scope from increasing voter awareness, to general political research and awareness.


A: League of Women Voters

c) All because of the color of his hair, Jabez Wilson is hired by a mysterious society, and is paid a good salary for the ridiculously simple task of copying the encyclopedia.  Luckily, Sherlock Holmes deduces that the society is a cover for a clever group of bank robbers in this story by Arthur Conan Doyle.


A: “The Red-headed League”
6.
Given a set of islands, identify the largest island in that group for the stated number of points.


(5) The Hawaiian islands
A: Hawaii

(5) The Greater Antilles
A: Cuba

(10) any of the islands which contain part of Indonesia
A: New Guinea

(10) the islands which make up Japan
A: Honshu
7.
Identify the explorer who is credited with discovering each of the following, for the stated number of points.


(5) The British archaeologist who uncovered the city of Knossos, on Crete.
A: Arthur Evans

(5) The British Egyptologist who discovered the tomb of Tutankhamen.
A: Howard Carter

(10) The German archaeologist who excavated sites at Mycenae and Troy.
A: Heinrich Schliemann

(10) The American explorer who stumbled onto the Incan city of Macchu Pichu
A: Hiram Bingham
8.
A German botanist and a German physiologist co-wrote “Microscopic Investigations on the Accordance in the Structure and Growth of Plants and Animals”, which detailed their conclusions that the cell was the basic unit of plant and animal life.  A conclusion that both men had reached independently.  For 5 points for one, and 15 for both, identify these scientists.


A: Matthias Schlieden, Theodor Schwann


Schwann went on to make many other discoveries in the realm of physiology.  A class of cells called Schwann cells make up a protective layer of material that covers the axon of neurons.  For 5 points, give the term applied to this protective covering.


A: myelin sheath

Schwann also discovered and named a substance, found in the stomach, which was responsible for digestion.  In addition, he coined the term which describes the sum total of all chemical reactions which take place in animals.  For 5 points per answer, identify these two terms. 


A: pepsin, metabolism
9.
Identify each of these terms associated with the architecture of a church for the stated number of points.


(5) From the Latin for “entrance hall,” this term refers to the small hall or room that serves as the entrance into the main part of the church.


A: vestibule

(5) The central part of a church that extends from the vestibule to the choir.


A: nave

(10) The semicircular area in front of the nave that is occupied by the altar


A: apse

(10) Armlike extensions that separate the nave and the apse; along with the aisle, they form the shape of a cross.


A: transept
10.
Name the poet, 30-20-10


(30) Born in New York City, she lived from 1849 to 1887.  Her best known poem begins, “Not like the brazen giant of Greek fame / With conquering limbs astride from land to land”


(20) The poem concludes “Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me, / I lift my lamp beside the golden door!"


(10) This sonnet, entitled “The New Colossus,”  is inscribed on the base of the Statue of Liberty


A: Emma Lazarus

