3rd VT High School Invitational Tournament – Round 6

Questions by Dennis Loo

1.
He was elected in 1995, serving as a compromise between France, who wanted a French-speaking candidate, and the general desire of of the Third World to elect an African.  He is the first person from sub-Saharan Africa to hold the post, which had been previously occupied by U Thant, Kurt Waldheim, and Boutros-Boutros Ghali.  FTP, name this Ghanian diplomat and current Secretary-General  of the United Nations.

A:
Kofi Annan
2.
Two answers required: One was a 16th century theologian who developed the doctrine of predestination, while the other was a philosopher of the 17th century who wrote the political treatise Leviathan.  Together, the two lend their names to a cartoon drawn by Bill Watterson.  FTP, name the pair.

A:
John Calvin, Thomas Hobbes
3.
He crossed swords with Clarence Darrow when he joined the prosecution team in the 1925 Scopes Monkey Trial, and he died shortly after the trial ended.  This “Boy Orator of the Platte” ran unsuccessfully as a Democrat for the Presidency on three occasions, but he galvanized his supporters in an speech in which he supported the free coinage of silver.  FTP, name this Nebraska politician, well known for his “Cross of Gold” speech.

A:
William Jennings Bryan


4.
Ellison Onizuka, Michael Smith, Michael Scobee, Ronald McNair, Gregory Jarvis, and Judith Resnick all died on January 28th, 1986.  Physicist Richard Feynmann determined that the disaster occurred because of faulty O-rings on the booster rockets.  FTP, name this ill-fated mission, on which teacher Christa McAuliffe and the other six members of the space shuttle crew perished 74 seconds after lift-off.

A:
the Challenger mission

5.
The title character witnesses the feud between the Grangerfords and the Sheperdsons and deals with two con men known as “the King” and “the Duke, ” all the while hoping that his drunkard father never finds out where he is.  FTP, identify this novel, in which the title character journeys down the Mississippi River with his friend Jim.

A:
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
6.
They are not spiny anteaters, but like spiny anteaters, they are native to Australia, and are members of the order Monotremata.   FTP, name this animal whose name comes from the Greek for “broad foot”, one of only two types of mammals which lays eggs.

A:
duck-billed platypus
7.
The most basic examples consist of a lens with a long focal length as the objective, and an eyepiece with a short focal length.  Incoming light rays are assumed to be nearly parallel to the objective lens, allowing it to resolve and magnify objects.  FTP, name these optical instruments, of which famous ones can be found at Kitt Peak and Mount Palomar.

A:
telescope
8.
Located 8.6 light years from the earth, it is actually a binary star, having as its companion a white dwarf.  With an apparent magnitude of minus 1.46, it is the brightest star of the night sky, as viewed from Earth.  FTP, name this star located in the constellation Canis Major, also known as the Dogstar.

A:
Sirius (Accept Alpha Canis Major.  Prompt on Dogstar if given before it is read.)

9.
This ballet is based on a story by E.T.A. Hoffmann.  The first act begins with Clara and Fritz decorating the Christmas tree.  Clara’s godfather gives her the present from which the ballet takes its name.  She falls asleep gazing at the object, and has fanciful dreams of toy soldiers battling mice, and a land of candy and sweets.  FTP, name this Tchaikovsky work, whose music includes “Russian Dance,”  “Chinese Dance,” and “Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairies.” 

A:
The Nutcracker
10.
This 206 isotope of this element is the end result of the decay chains of Thorium and Uranium.  The presence of this element in old paint and pipes has led to brain damage among young children.  FTP, identify this element, having atomic number 82, whose symbol is Pb.

A:
lead
END OF TOSS-UP ROUND #1

11.
Its left panel depicts the Creation of Eve.  while the right panel, entitled Hell, shows a variety of hideous torments.  The entire work takes its name from the center panel of the triptych, which swarms with nude figures engaged in a paroxysm of temptation and sin.  FTP, name this Renaissance masterpiece of Hieronymus Bosch.

A:
The Garden of Earthly Delights
12.
This play is probably derived from its Dutch counterpart, Elckerlijc (EL ker lij).  In the last hour of the title character’s life, he discovers that Fellowship, Goods, Cousin, and Kindred will not follow him in death, and that only Good Deeds will accompany him.  FTP, name this most famous of the English morality plays.

A:
Everyman
13.
By the end of the novel, Tjaden (CHAH - den), Kemmerich, Mueller, and Kat are dead, while Kropp is left a cripple by an artillery barrage.  The main character, Paul Baumer, dies on a day totally devoid of action, a condition which lends itself to the novel’s title.  FTP, name this classic, a depiction of the horrors of World War One, written by Erich Maria Remarque.

A:
All Quiet on the Western Front
14.
It is the nation’s oldest law enforcement agency, having been established by George Washington in 1787.  This agency’s duties include providing courtroom security in federal courtrooms, transporting prisoners, providing witness protection, and apprehending fugitives.  FTP, identify this federal agency, whose more famous members include Wyatt Earp and Wild Bill Hickok.

A:
United States Marshals Service

15.
Bernard Hinault holds the record for victories, winning it five times.  It was first held in 1903, and notable winners have included Laurent Fignon, Pedro Delgado, Miguel Indurain, and the American Greg LeMond.  FTP, name this event in which the leader wears a yellow jersey, the world’s premier cycling event.

A:
Tour de France
16.
Born in 1912 in Cody, Wyoming, he is known as “The Cowboy Painter.”  He got one nickname, “Jack the Dripper” from his unique style of painting, which consisted of laying a huge canvas on the ground and flinging paint onto it.  FTP, name this Abstract Expressionist, perhaps best known for his work, Number One, 1950.

A:
Paul Jackson Pollock
17.
In October 1777, a British unit of seven thousand men under General Sir John Burgoyne fell into an ambush in the wilderness of New York, and was forced to surrender.  This decisive battle led France to openly support the American colonies in their war against Great Britain.  FTP, identify this battle, considered to be the turning point of the American Revolution.

A:
Saratoga  (Accept Freeman’s Farm or Bemis Heights.)

18.
Its national epic is called the Kalevala, a poem which proudly recounts the nation’s folk tales, songs, and heritage. It became an independent republic following World War One, but it was forced to give up part of its territory to the Soviet Union during World War Two, as a result of the Winter War of 1939.  FTP, identify this Nordic nation, known by its inhabitants as Suomi, whose capital is Helsinki.

A:
Finland
19.
As a boy, he killed his music teacher when he hit him on the head on with a lyre, and he himself died when he donned a robe which had been steeped in the poisoned blood of the centaur Nessus.  In between, he supported the sky while Atlas retrieved the Golden Apples, diverted the course of two rivers to clean the Augean stables, and killed the Hydra with the help of his friend Iolaus.  FTP, identify the Greek hero who completed these tasks, as well as nine other labors.

A:
Hercules (Accept Heracles.)

20.
In the 1830’s he boldly predicted that within a century, the United States would have a population of 100 million, and would be one of the dominant powers of the twentieth century.  He formed this opinion from his journeys throughout the U.S., which started out as a study of the American prison system, but which grew into a study of the nation’s political system.  FTP, name this Frenchman, whose observations formed the basis of his master work, Democracy in America.

A:
Alexis de Tocqueville
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21.
By 1890, he had amassed a fortune through his control of gold and diamond reserves, and in that year, he became Prime Minister of the Cape Colony.  His negotiations with African chieftains gave him control of large territory south of the Congo, which bore his name until the late 20th century, when it split into the nations of Zambia and Zimbabwe.  FTP, name the man, who used most of his fortune to endow a scholarship program which provides funds for study at Oxford University.

A:
Cecil Rhodes
22.
The only American playwright to win the Nobel Prize in Literature, he wrote The Emperor Jones, The Iceman Cometh, and Mourning Becomes Electra.  However, he is better known for his 1941 masterpiece, which was made into a 1962 movie starring Katharine Hepburn as Mary Tyrone and Jason Robards as James Tyrone, Jr.  FTP, name this author of Long Day’s Journey Into Night.

A:
Eugene O’Neill
23.
Mr. Jones is driven from his property, and a collective is formed.  The utopia doesn’t last for long, as Napoleon triumphs over Snowball in a power struggle, Jessie has her children taken away from her, and Boxer is worked to death.  At first, all are proclaimed equal, but by the novel’s end, the pigs are able to maintain control through their use of the dogs as a police force.  FTP, identify this work by Orwell, an allegory of the Russian Revolution and Communist rule.

A:
Animal Farm
24.
You may need pencil and paper.  Two fair six-sided dice are rolled.  FTP, what is the probability that the sum of the numbers showing on the dice is greater than 9?

A:

(Accept EXACT equivalents.)

25.
He seized Sagantum in 218 BC, an action which led Rome to declare war.  In 216 BC, he annihilated the Roman army at Cannae, but could not capitalize on his victory, giving the Romans time to recover.  In 202 BC, he was decisively defeated by Roman forces under Scipio Africanus at the battle of Zama, in North Africa.  FTP, name this Carthiginian general and statesman, perhaps most famous for crossing the Alps with a war train which included some 40 elephants 

A:
Hannibal
26.
The phenomenon was named after the scientist who first observed in 1827, but the first quantitative theory of it was not produced until 1905, when Albert Einstein suggested that it was caused by the random motion of molecules.  Jean-Baptiste Perrin went on to develop the theory, using it to  prove the existence of atoms and molecules.  FTP, identify this phenomenon describing the seemingly random motion of fine particles which are suspended in a solution.

A:
Brownian motion
27
You may need pencil and paper.  FTP, what is the area of a square inscribed in a circle having circumference 12?

A:
72
28.
This mountain was known as Denali among the Native Americans who lived near it, and that name was given to the national park in which the peak is now located.  FTP, identify this mountain, which stands 20,320 feet above sea level, the tallest mountain in North America.

A:
Mount McKinley
29.
Rebel soldiers, under the command of General Denis Sasssou-Nguesso swept into the capital of Brazzaville this week, displacing President Pascal Lissouba.  Ironically, Lissouba sought help from Laurent Kabila, who took over this nation’s neighbor in a similar fashion several months ago.  FTP, name this African country which shares its name with its much larger southern neighbor.

A:
Republic of Congo (Do not accept Democratic Republic of Congo.)

30.
It is billed as “The New Generation,” and for the most part, this third installation of this game by Capcom lives up to that name.  New characters such as Oro, Ibuki, and Alex have as their objective the defeat of the pyrokinetic mutant Gill.  FTP, name this video game, whose only remaining original characters are Ken and Ryu.

A:
Street Fighter 3
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Team Round Categories
1) Greek Mythology
2) Astronomy
3) The Olympic Games

Category 1: Greek Mythology

1.
He was able to find his way out of the Labyrinth using a ball of string given to him by Ariadne

A:
Theseus
2.
She boasted that she was a better weaver than Athena, and proved it.  The jealous goddess destroyed her work and turned her into a spider.

A:
Arachne
3.
Bellerophon rode it when he killed the Chimera, but it threw him when Bellerophon tried to ride him to Olympus

A:
Pegasus
4.
This goddess of the moon and the hunt turned Actaeon into a stag after he accidentally saw her naked while bathing.

A:
Artemis
5.
Two answers required: The myth of these lovers, who came from rival neighbors, but communicated with each other through a crack in the wall, inspired future tales, such as Romeo and Juliet
A:
Pyramus, Thisbe
6.
Because she consumed four pomegranate seeds while in Hades, it was ruled that she had to spend four months of the year there.  Her mother Ceres mourns her loss during these four months, which explained the changing of the seasons.

A:
Persephone
7.
This object was retrieved by Jason and the Argonauts.

A:
the Golden Fleece
8.
Odysseus had to brave two twin perils on his voyage home.  The first was a monster which laid in wait until a ship would come by, whereupon she would reach out with six dog-like arms and devour six soldiers.  Name her.

A:
Scylla
9.
The other was a monster which created a giant whirlpool, which would destroy entire ships.  Name it.

A:
Charybdis
10.
During the Trojan wars, when Achilles refused to go into battle, his friend donned the hero’s armor to inspire the Greeks.  He was later slain by Hector

A:
Patroclus
11.
Clotho spun the thread of life signifying birth; Lachesis measured the thread, determining the life span, and Atropos cut the thread, indicating the end of life.  Give the collective name of these patrons of destiny

A:
the Fates (Accept Moirae.)

Category 2: Astronomy

1.
This star is the current North Star.

A:
Polaris
2.
Once it burns all of its fuel, a supermassive star undergoes a series of core-burning stages, collapsing to the point where its gravity is so great that not even light cannot escape.  Identify these invisible stellar bodies 

A:
black hole
3.
This constellation’s brightest stars are Castor and Pollux.

A:
Gemini
4.
This companion of Artemis was placed in the stars after he was killed by the sting of a scorpion.

A:
Orion
5.
This planet is currently the most distant from the sun.

A:
Neptune
6.
This Jovian moon is the solar system’s largest.  It is named for Jupiter’s cupbearer.

A:
Ganymede
7. 
These “seven sisters” are actually the brightest of a large cluster of stars located in the constellation Taurus.

A:
the Pleiades
8.
The largest of these objects, Ceres, is over 400 miles in diameter.  The majority are located in a belt between Mars and Jupiter.

A:
planetoids (Accept asteroids.)

9.
The Keck observatory, one of the world’s premier ground-based observatories, is located on this Hawaiian mountain.

A:
Mauna Kea
10.
The first telescope of this kind was built by Grote Reber in his back yard.  The largest of its type fills an entire valley at Arecibo, in Puerto Rico.

A:
radio telescope

11.
SETI is an organized search for life in other parts of universe besides Earth.  For what does the acronym SETI stand?

A:
Search for Extra-Terrestrial Intelligence
Category 3: The Olympic Games
1.
The winner of the 100 meter dash in Atlanta raced against Michael Johnson for the title of World’s Fastest Man this summer.

A:
Donovan Bailey
2. 
She parlayed a single attempt on the vault into millions of dollars and an appearance on Beverly Hills, 90210.

A:
Kerri Strug
3.
The events in this sport include show jumping and dressage, in both individual and team events.

A:
Equestrian
4.
This sport was revolutionized by Dick Fosbury, who won a gold medal in 1968 using his “Flop” technique.  

A:
High jump
5.
He is considered the founder of the modern Olympics.

A:
Baron Pierre Coubertin
6.
Name any two of the three cities that have hosted the Summer Olympics more than once.

A:
Los Angeles, London, Paris
7.
The fanfare surrounding these Games quickly turned to despair.  These Olympics are still remembered for the seizure and execution of 11 Israeli athletes by Palestinian terrorists.

A:
1972 Summer Olympics (Accept Munich Olympics. )

8. 
The Olympic stadium in this city is now torn by artillery fire.  The current situation in this city is a far cry from 1984, when it hosted the Winter Olympics.

A:
Sarajevo
9.
This city will host the 2000 Summer Olympics

A:
Sydney, Australia

10.
This city will host the 1998 Winter Olympics.

Ans: Nagano, Japan

11.
This swimmer holds the record for the most gold medals won in one Olympic Games, winning 7 in 1972.

A:
Mark Spitz
1.
Given a work or works, identify the artist for 10 points each.


a.
The Night Watch

A:
Rembrandt Van Rijn (Accept either answer.)


b.
The Birth of Venus

A:
Sandro Botticelli

c.
The Burial of the Count of Orgaz and View of Toledo

A:
El Greco (Accept Domenikos Theotokopoulos.)

2.
Given the following state holidays, name the state in which that holiday is celebrated for the stated number of points.


(5) Seward’s Day
A: Alaska

(5) King Kamehameha Day
A: Hawaii

(10) Patriots’ Day
A: Massachusetts

(10) San Jacinto Day
A: Texas
3.
Beware of Greeks bearing gifts.  Answer the following questions for 10 points each.


a. A prophetess warned the Trojans not to bring the Trojan Horse into the city, but nobody listened to her.  She received the gift of prophecy from a god, but when she spurned him, he cursed her, decreeing that no one would believe her prophecies.  Name the prophetess and the god she offended.


A: Cassandra, Apollo

b. This priest also warned the Trojans about the danger of accepting the Trojan Horse, but right after that, he and his two sons were attacked and strangled by serpents, then pulled into the sea.  Name this man, whose death was regarded by the Trojans as an omen that the Horse really was a good-faith offering


A: Laocoon
4.
Many of the world’s cities grew up around rivers.  So it is with no surprise that many of the world’s capitals are on rivers. For 5 points per answer, and a bonus of five for gettting all five correct, given the capital, give the river on which it is located.


a. London
Thames

b. Paris
Seine


c. Bagdhad
Tigris

d. Budapest
Danube

e. Lisbon
Tagus
5.
Answer these questions about The Great Gatsby for the stated number of points.


(5) Identify the novel’s author.


A: F. Scott Fitzgerald

(10) Identify the novel’s narrator.


A: Nick Carraway (Accept either the first or last name.)


(15) What is the real name of protagonist Jay Gatsby?


A: James Gatz
6.
Identify the author from clues, 30-20-10


(30) In a prime example of nonsense language, he penned the lines, “Twas brillig and the slithy toves, did gyre and gimble in the wabe.”


(20) A mathematics professor at Oxford, his real name was Charles Lutwidge Dodgson.


(10) His works include “Jabberwocky” and “Through the Looking Glass.”

A:
Lewis Carroll (Accept Charles Lutwidge Dodgson on the 30 point clue.)

7.
Given a composition, identify the composer for 10 points each.


a. This Czech composer’s Ninth Symphony is also titled “From the New World.”


A: Antonin Dvorak

b. This composer produced a series of symphonic poems based on the legends of his native country.  The full composition is entitled Finlandia.


A: Jean Sibelius

c. This Czech composed a cycle of six symphonic poems known as Ma Vlast, or My Country, of which the most famous is The Moldau.


A: Bederich (Frederich) Smetana
8.
Do you understand Existentialism? If so, you will do well on this bonus.  For 10 points each, name the existentialist work from a description.


a. Originally written in French, the Samuel Beckett play is the most famous play of the theatre of the absurd.  The main character are Vladimir and Estragon.


A: Waiting for Godot

b. Written by Tom Stoppard this play is an existential take on Hamlet, written from the point of view of two minor characters.


A: Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead

c. In a classic example of the statement “Hell is other people,” the Sartre work, tells of three people locked in a room with each other for all eternity


A: No Exit
9.
Identify each of the following explorers for the stated number of points.


(5) Even though he died in the Philippines, his crew went on to complete the first circumnavigation of the world


A: Ferdinand Magellan

(10) This Italian, sailing for England,  reached the region of Cape Breton and Labrador.  In doing so, he became the first European in over 400 years to reach the shores of North America.


A: John Cabot

(15) While searching for gold on the isthmus of Panama, he became the first European to see the Pacific Ocean.


A: Vasco Nuñez de Balboa
10.
Given the SI unit, give the physical quantity that the unit measures for the stated number of points


(5)
Newton
A: force

(5)
Coulomb
A: electric charge

(10)
Pascal
A: pressure

(10)
Henry
A: magnetic inductance

