The Second Annual Fall Governor’s School Academic Competition: November 11, 2000

Packet III of IV by Matt Weiner of University of Pittsburgh Quizbowl 

1. It’s only been a full-time position since 1890. Third in line for succession to the presidency, this office is held as of November 2000 by Strom Thurmond. For 10 points, name this office whose occupant presides over the Senate in the U.S. Vice-President’s absence.

ANSWER: The President Pro Tempore of the United States Senate [do not accept “President of the Senate”]

2. The Llanos [yanos] plains are in the central north; to the southeast are the Guiana Highlands, and the northwest is dominated by the Maracaibo lowlands. The Apure and Caraní Rivers both flow into the nation’s longest, the Orinoco. For 10 points, name this country in which one could find the Plaza Bolívar in the capital, Caracas.

ANSWER: Bolviarian Republic of Venezuela [or República Bolivariana de Venezuela]

3. It began because of a rumor that four refugees in the Jablaya camp had been murdered. Although each escalation of violence was traced to a different false rumor, Yassir Arafat promised to put ten bullets in the chest of anyone who stopped it. For 10 points, name this late-1980s series of strikes, demonstrations, and violent acts by Palestinians, which takes its name from the Arabic word for “uprising.”

ANSWER: Palestinian Intifada

4. One need know only the row number and the number of the element sought to calculate the value of any element in it. Designating “one one” as its row number one, two to the row number equals the sum of that row. For 10 points, name this geometric construct developed by a French mathematician and gambling philosopher.

ANSWER: Blaise Pascal’s triangle
5. The QAZ worm sent passwords to an e-mail address in St. Petersburg, Russia. The X-Box game console was believed to be the target, although source code for many of this company’s programs was visible to hackers. For 10 points, name this company also in the news for announcing the beta test of Internet Explorer Six.

ANSWER: Microsoft Corporation

6. Its namesake river, which flows out Lake Athabasca, joins with the Hay River to supply water to this body in the Fort Smith region, which in turn supplies water to the Mackenzie River. On its south shore is Pine Point, and on the north is Yellowknife. For 10 points, name this deepest lake in North America and tenth-largest lake in the world, located in the Northwest Territories of Canada.

ANSWER: Great Slave Lake

7. He created the ballet The Dreamers by melding two of his prior works, The Bolt and The Age of Gold. He looked to the past for the Suite on Verses of Michelangelo and used modern text by Yevgeny Yevtushenko in The Execution of Stepan Razin. For 10 points, name this composer of The Nose and The Lady Macbeth of the Mtsensk District.

ANSWER: Dmitryevich Shostakovich
8. For raindrops, it’s about ten meters per second. For meteorites, it’s no more than two hundred meters per second. For a human, it’s sixty-seven meters per second. For 10 points, identify this point at which weight totally counters air resistance, making  acceleration of a freely falling object zero.

ANSWER: terminal velocity
9. The military interpreted it to mean that larger, more diverse bases should be built to ensure the survival of some weapons after an enemy attack, while optimists believed that the threat of retaliation would deter anyone from launching the first nuclear strike. For 10 points, identify this Cold War concept which critics thought was “mad.”

ANSWER: Mutual Assured Destruction [prompt on MAD]

10. This country, which Makhaya flees in When Rain Clouds Gather by Bessie Head, collapses in The Life and Times of Michael K by J.M. Coetzee. It’s also the primary setting for Kaffir Boy by Mark Mathabane and Cry, the Beloved Country by Alan Paton. For 10 points, name this country whose literature often described apartheid.

ANSWER: Republic of South Africa [or Republiek van Suid-Afrika]
11. They murdered the ministers of Wenzong in the “Sweet Dew Incident.” Meaning “keeper of the bed,” the last known one of these, Sun Yaoting, died in 1996. The Roman general Narses was one, as was Tsai Lun, the inventor of paper. For 10 points, name these males who were trusted to interact with females in ancient courts after being castrated.

ANSWER: eunuchs

12. Passed over Harry Truman’s veto, it was tempered by the 1959 Landrum-Griffin Act. A response to abuse of the Wagner Act, it limited the use of strikes and applied antitrust laws to unions. For 10 points, name this 1947 bill sponsored by a Senator from Ohio and a Representative from New Jersey.

ANSWER: Taft-Hartley Act [accept Labor-Management Relations Act of 1947; prompt on Labor-Management Relations Act]

13. The high-pressure liquid method is a refinement of the original column method, which originally used silica gel to isolate amino acids. The best way to analyze volatile compounds is the gas method. For 10 points, give this general term for techniques which use differing rates of stationary-mobile change to separate components of a mixture.

ANSWER: chromatography
14. One, named Nicothoe [nih-KOH-thoy-ee] or Aellopus [ay-LOW-pus], was killed by Zetes [ZEE-tees] and Calais [cah-LEYE-iss], but another, Ocypete [ah-KIH-peh-tay], escaped to the Strophades [STROW-fuh-dees]. Nicothoe and Ocypete had been driven from Salmydessus [sal-mih-DEH-sus] for spoiling the food of blind Phineus. A descendant of Ocypete, Celaeno [seh-LIE-noh], prophesized that the party of Aeneas would eat tables. For 10 points, name this race of giant birds with the faces of women.

ANSWER: Harpies

15. In 1846, a group of its inhabitants seceded from Mexico and declared the Bear Flag Republic. Refusing to recognize its independence, Mexico gave it to the United States under the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, and it became a nonslave state under the Compromise of 1850. For 10 points, identify the Golden State.

ANSWER: California
16. On April 4, 1998, Mikey Welsh replaced Matt Sharp on bass for this band, whose soundtrack recordings include “You Gave Your Love to Me Softly” for Angus and “Suzanne” for Mallrats. Their 1997 album, Pinkerton, included “Pink Triangle,” “The Good Life,” and “El Scorcho.” For 10 points, name this band whose 1994 debut featured “Undone: The Sweater Song,” “Say It Ain’t So,” and “Buddy Holly.”

ANSWER: Weezer
17. Its title character, whose “thoughts are bent/On a shadowy something far away,” crosses the bridge into Medford at midnight. This poem describes an earlier sighting of “a lantern aloft in the belfry arch/Of the North Church tower” on “the eighteenth of April, in Seventy-Five.” For 10 points, name this poem by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow.

ANSWER: Paul Revere’s Ride [prompt on Paul Revere]

18. Its cosmology envisions a multi-layered universe with thirty heavens and seven hells. It believes in twenty-four overcoming leaders, the first of whom was a giant who lived eight million years ago. Strict followers eschew clothing and practice fruitarianism. For 10 points, name this religion historically founded by Vardhamana, the Mahavira.

ANSWER: Jainism [or Jain Dharma]

19. In 1686, German states joined with Sweden, Spain, and the Holy Roman Empire in the League named for this city, leading to war with France. In 1555, the Diet in this city had issued its namesake Peace, outlining the curia regis principle. For 10 points, identify this Bavarian city founded by, and named for, Augustus Caesar.

ANSWER: Augsburg
20. Their manufacturer, located on a remote island, advertises them at the low cost of one hundred and fifty dollars each. They include Helena, Radius, Marius, Sula, and Primus. For 10 points, identify these objects designed by Fabry and sold by Harry Domain, which, as machines with human traits, make up the final “R” in Karl Capek’s R.U.R. [are you are].

ANSWER: Rossum’s Universal Robots

21. It can be divided into two groups: species with parapodia and species with clitellae. Classes within this phylum include myzostomaria, oligochaeta, and hirudinea. Its eight thousand, seven hundred members include sea mice, leeches, and earthworms. For 10 points, name this phylum of animals with long, segmented bodies.

ANSWER: annelida [accept annelids]

22. Canova painted Napoleon’s sister as this figure in victory. In a Giorgione portrait, she is “sleeping.” Titian painted her “with a mirror,” “of Urbino,” and with Adonis. A statue  of her was recovered from the island of Melos in 1820. For 10 points, name this goddess whom Botticelli depicted being born.

ANSWER: Venus [accept Aphrodite before “sleeping”]

1. Answer the following about the so-called “kitchen debate” of 1959 for the stated points.

•Name, in any order, the U.S. Vice-President and the Soviet Premier who had an impromptu debate about capitalism and communism during a visit to a model home, for 10 points per name.

ANSWER: Richard Milhous Nixon and Nikita Sergeyevich Khrushchev

•For 10 points, identify the city in which the “kitchen debate” took place.

ANSWER: Moscow [Moscow, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics; or Moscow, Soyuz Sovetskikh Sotsialisticheskikh Respublik; or Moscow, Russian Federation; or Moscow, Rossiskaya Federatsiya]

2. Answer the following about the current Israeli-Palestinian clashes for the indicated points.

•For 5 points per answer, name the Israeli Prime Minister and Palestinian leader who have met intermittently for peace talks.

ANSWER: Ehud Barak and Yassir Arafat 

•For 10 points, name the opposition leader and army general whose visit to Temple Mount on September 28, 2000 was the nominal cause of the violence.

ANSWER: Ariel Sharon
•For 10 points, Sharon is a member of this party, the leading conservative party in Israel.

ANSWER: Likud
3. Supply the following related terms for 10 points each.

•This field’s goals include creating machines which draw inferences, learn from experience, and comprehend speech.

ANSWER: artificial intelligence [prompt on AI]

•This symbol-based programming language is the standard for artificial intelligence applications.

ANSWER: List Processing

•In this test used to measure artificial intelligence, a computer and a human are each asked questions by a questioner in another room, who must determine which is the machine.

ANSWER: Alan Mathison Turing test
4. 30-20-10, name the movie from quotes.

30: “It vexes me. I’m terribly vexed.”

20: “Those giraffes you sold me won’t mate. They just walk around eating, and not mating.”

10: “What we do in life echoes in eternity.”

ANSWER: Gladiator

5. Give these terms related to evolution for 10 points each.

•This occurs when two branches of a common ancestor develop in similar ways.

ANSWER: parallel evolution [do not accept “convergent evolution]

•This model of evolution proposes that rather than occurring at a constant rate, evolution occurs in sporadic bursts.

ANSWER: punctuated equilibrium
•This mechanism, the principle by which unfavorable characteristics cause death before an opportunity to reproduce, allows for evolution.

ANSWER: natural selection
6. Name the early American female authors of the given works for 10 points each.

•The poems “Four Ages of Man,” “Contemplations,” and “Four Constitutions,” which can be found in The Tenth Muse Lately Sprung Up In America
ANSWER: Anne Bradstreet
•Several letters to her husband, including one in which she noted that, in the formation of the new United Stats, “If particular care and attention is not paid to the Ladies we are determined to foment a Rebellion…”

ANSWER: Abigail Smith Adams
•The Adulateur, The Group, and A History of the Rise, Progress, and Termination of the American Revolution Interspersed with Biographical, Political and Moral Observations
ANSWER: Mercy Otis Warren
7. Answer the following about a 1725 musical composition for 10 points apiece.

•The first third of a series of violin concertos dubbed The Contest Between Harmony and Invention, it uses instruments to represent such natural elements as wind and birds.

ANSWER: The Four Seasons [or Le Quattro Stagioni]

•Name the composer of The Four Seasons.

ANSWER: Antonio Vivaldi
•Vivaldi’s work is an early example of this type of music, a composer’s musical interpretation of a passage of text, such as the lines written on the score of The Four Seasons.

ANSWER: program music
8. Name the national leader from programs he initiated, 30-20-10.

30: The Anti-Rightist Campaign

20: The Hundred Flowers Movement

10: The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution

ANSWER: Mao Zedong [or Mao Tse-Tung]

9. Name these ballet companies for 10 points each.

•It usually performed outside its namesake country. Directed by Sergei Diaghilev, it premiered works such as The Rite of Spring and Parade.

ANSWER: Ballets Russes [or Russian Ballet]

•The official ballet company of the Kennedy Center since 1971, this company was directed by Mikhail Baryshnikov for much of the 1980s.

ANSWER: American Ballet Theatre
•Swan Lake and Prokofiev’s Cinderella are among the works which were given their debut by this Moscow-based company founded in the eighteenth century.

ANSWER: Bolshoi Ballet

10. Name these groups of substances for 15 points each.

•Consisting of weak acids or bases combined with salts, they tend to keep a solution’s pH [p h] stable.

ANSWER: buffers

•These substances provide information about a solution through a physical change.

ANSWER: indicators [accept reagents]

11. Name these joint U.S-Canadian military projects for 15 points apiece.

•This network of computers erected in 1950 fed radar data to the U.S. Air Force.

ANSWER: Semi-Automatic Ground Environment

•It monitors extraterrestrial space above the United States and Canada and coordinates air defense strategies.

ANSWER: North American Aerospace Defense Command

12. Answer the following about early human fossils for 10 points apiece.

•“Jonny’s Child,” “Cindy,” and “George,” found in Oldavai Gorge during the 1960s, all belong to this species.

ANSWER: homo habilis
•This is the nickname given to the three-and-a-half foot tall australopithecus afarensis discovered at Hadar in 1974.

ANSWER: Lucy
•Eugene Dubois found this early homo erectus fossil in 1891, and found a femur, proof of walking upright, in 1892.

ANSWER: Java Man
13. In Homer’s Iliad, there is a string of killings beginning with the death of Sarpedon. For the stated number of points, answer the following about the deaths.

•For 10 points, identify the Greek warrior who killed Sarpedon.

ANSWER: Patroclus
•For 5 points, name the Trojan who killed Patroclus.

ANSWER: Hector
•For 5 points, name the Greek who killed Hector.

ANSWER: Achilles
• For 10 points, give the term identifying such a back-and-forth chain of literary killings.

ANSWER: concatenation
14. For 10 points apiece, name these American art movements of the twentieth century.

•Lawrence Alloway invented this term for art which satirized or celebrated common culture, such as paintings of soup cans and comic strips.

ANSWER: pop art
•Including Victor Vasarely and Bridget Riley, this movement used psychological tricks which gave the illusion of three-dimensional motion to their works.

ANSWER: optical art
•This catch-all term described various movements which rejected traditionalism. It was at various times applied to William de Kooning, Mark Rothko, and Jackson Pollock.

ANSWER: abstract expressionism 

15. Name these Shakespearean lackeys for 10 points each.

•Hamlet’s confidant, he reports the sighting of the ghost of Hamlet’s father and later holds the dying prince.

ANSWER: Horatio
•Although he disappears from King Lear in the third act, this court jester has many opportunities to be the one man who sees the true motives of those around him.

ANSWER: the Fool
•At the end of Othello, he is elevated to the lordship of Cyprus and is given the responsibility for executing Iago.

ANSWER: Michael Cassio
16. Name the South American nation in which one would find these groups of rivers for 15 points apiece.

•The Colorado, the Negro, and the mouth of the Parana

ANSWER: Argentina [or Argentine Republic; or República Argentina]

•The Madeira, the Purus, and the headwaters of the Parana

ANSWER: Federative Republic of Brazil [or República Federativa do Brasil]
17. For 10 points each, give these terms from microeconomics.

•This is the profit obtained from ownership of given land in excess of the profit one would receive from owning the same area of less marketable land.

ANSWER: economic rent [prompt on rent]

•When price is below the minimum average variable cost, it is rational for a firm to discontinue production, because this point has been reached.

ANSWER: shutdown point

•This term describes the revenue which covers the opportunity cost of keeping capital in a given business.

ANSWER: normal profit [prompt on profit]

18. 30-20-10, name the philosopher from works.

30: Untimely Observations and Joyful Wisdom
20: The Genealogy of Morals and Humans, All Too Human

10: Beyond Good and Evil and The Will to Power
ANSWER: Friedrich Wilhelm Nietzsche

19. Answer the following about a religion for 10 points each.

•This traditional religion of Japan has animistic tendencies and builds shrines designed to decay.

ANSWER: Shintoism

•This is the Japanese name for the various spirits thought in Shinto to be associated with all objects.

ANSWER: kami
•Ryobu Shinto was created in the ninth century by melding traditional practices with this incoming religion.

ANSWER: Mahayana Buddhism

20. Identify the SI unit for each of these quantities for 10 points apiece.

•power

ANSWER: watt
•pressure

ANSWER: Pascal

•electric potential

ANSWER: volt
21. Name these palaces for 15 points each.

•Dedicated to Saint Lawrence, this palace near Madrid embodies the religious and military values of the king who commissioned it, Phillip II [Phillip the Second].

ANSWER: The Escorial [or El Escorial]

•Bartolomeo Francesco Rastrell designed this palace, which opened in 1762 as the home of the czardom in St. Petersburg.

ANSWER: Winter Palace
22. Answer the following about medieval Chinese poetry for 10 points per answer.

•He’s commonly held to be a drunk, a vagrant, and a political agitator, and while he probably was, he also produced poems such as “In the Mountains on a Summer Day” and “Spring Night in Lo-yang Hearing a Flute.”

ANSWER: Li T’ai-Po

•“Gazing at the Sacred Peak” and “Morning Rain” are among the poems of this master of the lü-shih form.

ANSWER: Tu Fu

•Li and Tu were both active during this dynasty, considered the cultural nadir of Chinese history, in which Li Po’s Daoism and Tu Fu’s Confucianism were among the many tolerated philosophies.

ANSWER: Tang Dynasty

