Aggie Bowl III

Packet 11

Round I: 
1. Invented in the 17th century by the French musicians Jean Hotteterre and Michel Philidor, who modified the louder shawm for indoor use, this (*) instrument was originally known as the "hautbois," French for "high wood."  FTP, name this double-reed woodwind instrument that was used by Prokofiev to symbolize the duck in Peter and the Wolf.

Answer: Oboe

2. Pencil and paper ready.  A gas occupies 600 liters at 300 degrees Kelvin.  What volume will it occupy at 127 degrees (*) Celsius?  You have ten seconds. 


Answer: 800 liters  (prompt for units)
(Charles' Law:  V1 / T1 = V2 / T2 , 127 C = 400 K,  600/300 = V2 / 400, V2 = 800)

3. Designated a World Heritage Site in 1978, its premier attractions were recently endangered by flames sparked by lightning.  It includes Cliff Palace, Balcony House and other (*) Anasazi sandstone ruins. FTP, name this national park established in 1906 and located in southwestern Colorado whose name means "Green Mountain."

Answer: Mesa Verde

4. Signed by Grover Cleveland in 1887, it required the publishing of rate schedules and prohibited (*) pooling arrangements. With enforcement left in the hands of a five-member committee, this is, FTP, what preliminary measure for providing reasonable and just practices in the railroad industry?

Answer: Interstate Commerce Act
5. Though it is not retired in the NFL, three NHL teams have retired this number: Montreal in honor of Maurice Richard, and both Chicago and Phoenix in honor of (*) Bobby Hull. In Major League Baseball, five teams have retired it, for players including Bill Mazeroski, Roger Maris, and Ted Williams. FTP, identify this single digit number, the number necessary to field a baseball team.

Answer: 9

6. Its German equivalent is the title of a Wagner opera, and it is an eschatological aspect of Teutonic myth not present in other Western mythologies. First discussed in Sibyl's prophecy of the 10th century, it will feature (*) Loki leading a race of giants into battle with the gods of Asgard.  FTP, identify this event, the apocalyptic battle in Norse mythology.

Answer: Ragnarok
(Moderator note: eschatological refers to “the branch of theology that is concerned with the end of the world”)

7. Produced industrially by the destructive distillation of bituminous coal, it is the simplest member of the (*) paraffin series of hydrocarbons.  It is also a product of the anaerobic bacterial decomposition of vegetable matter under water.  FTP, identify this gas with chemical formula CH4, the chief constituent of natural gas.

Answer: Methane (prompt on CH4 before it is read)

8. In 1916 and 1918, he set a record for scoreless innings in World Series play, 29 and two-thirds.  After a distinguished career, he was one of the first 5 members elected into the (*) Baseball Hall of Fame.  FTP, name this slugger, whom the Boston Red Sox sold to the New York Yankees for $125,000 in 1920.

Answer: George Herman “Babe” Ruth
9. Its continent’s largest river, its leading cargoes, by bulk, are petroleum, coal, steel, gravel, and sulfur. With its tributaries, this 2,350-mile river drains two (*) Canadian provinces and 31 states. FTP identify this “mighty” US river which rises in Minnesota and outlets South of New Orleans. 

Answer: Mississippi River

10. Based on the cosmology of Thomas Aquinas, the work was an allegory of the progress of the soul towards God. Written in terza rima, or 3 sections of 33 cantos, the poem begins with the poet lost on Good Friday and then meeting (*) Virgil who leads him through the levels of hell, including the Inferno. FTP, identify this epic poem written by Dante.

Answer: Divine Comedy (prompt on an early Inferno)

11. Its name was derived from its native tongue for “meeting place” and is located on the Molonglo River. 

Settled in 1824, it was sparsely populated but was still chosen to be its nation’s new capital in 1908. (*) Designed by American architect Walter Burley Griffin, it has been the administrative center of its country since 1927. FTP, name this city, the capital of Australia.

Answer: Canberra
12. In lesser-acclaimed roles, this actor has portrayed Alan Isaacman, Holden Spence, and the alter ego of Tyler Durden. Winning a (*) Golden Globe for the role of Aaron Stampler, he was nominated for an Oscar for the role of Derek Vinyard. FTP, identify this actor who has starred in Primal Fear, Fight Club, and American History X.

Answer: Edward Norton, Jr. 

13. Moving longitudinally with time, it has a high-pressure center and remains centered at 23º south latitude. Not located on (*) Earth, French astronomer Gian Domenico Cassini discovered it in 1665, and its diameter is equal to that of the Earth. FTP, identify this oval-shaped primary feature on the surface of Jupiter.

Answer: Great Red Spot
14. Agreed upon after the defeat of the Talmadge Amendment, which would have gradually ended slavery in the territory in question, it allowed a new slave state to be admitted but (*) kept the balance by admitting Maine as a free state and banning slavery in future states above the 36-30 line. Henry Clay played a major role in –FTP-- what 1820 settlement?

Answer: Missouri Compromise  (prompt on early buzz with "Compromise of 1820") 

Do not accept:  Compromise of 1850

15. His Nymphéas paintings are located at the Orangerie in Paris and depict scenes from his garden at (*) Giverny.  Recurring themes in his work are haystacks and the Rouen Cathedral.  FTP, name this man whose Impression: Sunrise gave rise to the term "impressionism."

Answer: Claude Monet
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16. First considered by Euclid and Archimedes, this fundamental mathematical concept was revolutionized by Henri-Louis Lebesgue. The concept had previously been limited to continuous functions, but Lebesgue used vertical (*) partitioning to extend its applicability. Noted by Leibnitz with the current “lazy S” notation, FTP identify this concept of calculus which is the analog of differentiation. 

Answer: Integration or Integral
17. On its website this group claims that the recent Israeli withdrawal from the Shabaa region has proven that Islam will defeat Zionism. Based in Lebanon, (*) it is believed to be responsible for the 1983 suicide attack on the US embassy in Beirut. FTP, identify this Islamic fundamentalist group suspected to be the beneficiary of a recently uncovered cigarette smuggling ring in North Carolina. 

Answer: Hezbollah
18. The 2nd edition contains a foreword in which the author suggests that poetry should be drawn from everyday life. A landmark of literature, the foreword is considered the manifesto (*) of Romanticism. FTP, identify this collection of poetry which includes Tintern Abbey and The Rime of the Ancient Mariner, a collaboration of William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge.

Answer: Lyrical Ballads
19. His attempts at narrative poetry were overshadowed by Byron, so he turned instead to the novel.  Drawing on history and legend, he became a master of the historical novel, turning out works like Waverley, (*) Rob Roy, and The Bride of Lammermoor, and strongly influencing Tolstoy and Balzac.  FTP, name this Scottish Romantic author of Marmion and Ivanhoe.

Answer: Sir Walter Scott
20. Developed by economist Francis Edgeworth, it is always drawn convex to the origin sloping downward from left to right. The absolute value of the slope at any point is equal to the ratio of the marginal utility of the good on the horizontal axis to the marginal utility of the good on the vertical axis. (*)  FTP, name this curve that is widely used as an analytical tool in the study of consumer demand.

Answer: Indifference curve

21. Pencil and Paper ready.  The base-x logarithm of 1296 is 4. (*)  What is x?  You have 10 seconds. 

 

Answer:  6
(logx 1296 = 4, so x4 = 1296, so x = fourth root of 1296 = 6
22. Leading to the fall of the Fourth French Republic, it was originally a battle for control of a mountain outpost near the Laos border. Beginning in 1953, the Viet Minh surrounded the base here, and the siege resulted in the (*) surrender of France in the Geneva accords. FTP, identify this decisive engagement of the First Indo-China War, which is mentioned in Billy Joel’s We Didn’t Start the Fire.

Answer:  Dien Bien Phu
23. Belonging to class Hirudinea, those that attack humans belong to the family Gnathobdellidae. All members breathe through the skin, have 34 body segments and are (*) hermaphroditic, though not self-fertilizing.  FTP, identify the common name of this member of the phylum Annelida that has been used medically for centuries to drain off blood.

Answer: Leeches
24. He became the first person to sail both the Northwest and the Northeast passages, and made history by flying over the North Pole in the airship “Norge.” He thought about leading an expedition to the (*) South Pole after learning that Peary had discovered the North Pole. FTP, name this Norwegian explorer, who beat Scott's party to the South Pole by only five weeks.

Answer:  Roald Amundsen
25. Surname's the same: Judith, the biographer of Gandhi; Louise, the first test tube baby; Charles, the “father of the American novel;” Robert, the Scottish botanist who described the continuous motion of particles in solution; and (*) Linda, the schoolgirl represented by Thurgood Marshall in 1954.  FTP, each of these individuals shares this surname, the same as the militant abolitionist who raided Harper's Ferry.

Answer: Brown
