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Tossups by David Hamilton

1. His works include Something Happened and Good as Gold, and his God Knows is a retelling of the life of David. FTP, identify this author best known for his first novel set on the island of Pianosa, Catch-22.

Answer: Joseph Heller

2. Kames, kettles, drumlins and moraines are some of the landforms that are created by these objects. They can lose mass through sublimation or calving, in which pieces of ice break off. FTP, identify these large masses of ice that once covered much of the Earth’s surface.

Answer: glaciers

3. Little is known of this man’s early life, except for a 1750 report of a runaway slave by the same name. He is thought to have spent a good portion of the next 20 years aboard whaling ships, but is known today because of an event on March 5, 1770. FTP, identify this first man to die at the Boston Massacre.

Answer: Crispus Attucks
4. One woman of this name in Greek mythology was the daughter of Atlas and Pleione; another was the wife of Thaumas who bore Iris and the Harpies. Another married her cousin Pylades and was the daughter of Agamemnon and Clytemnsetra. FTP, identify this woman who was the sister of Orestes and whom Mourning Becomes in a Eugene O’Neill trilogy.

Answer: Electra
5. In 1587, this man was given possession of Castle Kilcolman, and there wrote “Astrophel,” an elegy on the death of Sidney. His first important work was The Shepheardes Calender, and his best known work is written in his namesake form of stanza. FTP, identify this author of the epic poem the Faerie Queene.

Answer: Edmund Spenser
6. FAQTP, what is the derivative of 4x3 – 2x2  + 9x – 5?

Answer: 12x2 – 4x + 9

7. The Nika revolt, which was suppressed by his generals Narses and Belisarius, took place during this man’s reign. He married the daughter of a bear-tamer from Constantinople, and in 529, he began his sponsorship of a codification of laws that now bears his name. FTP, identify this Byzantine emperor and husband of Theodora.

Answer: Justinian I

8. Flannery, Blackwood, Splinters, Stayman, Lebensohl, and Gerber are some of the conventions in this card game, in which pairs bid and try to take a certain number of tricks in either a trump or notrump contract. FTP, identify this card game derived from whist which comes in auction and contract forms.

Answer: bridge
9. This country’s features include Brandberg Mountain, the western edge of the Kalihari desert, the Caprivi Strip in the northeast, and the former South African enclave of Walvis Bay. FTP, identify this country formerly known as South West Africa, with capital at Windhoek.

Answer: Namibia
10. This work is a collection of 245 epitaphs spoken from beyond the grave by former residents of a small Midwestern town. The speakers tell of their hopes and ambitions, and of their bitter unrealized lives. FTP, identify this most famous work of Edgar Lee Masters.

Answer: Spoon River Anthology
11. Discovered in 1751 by Axel Cronstedt, this element’s chief ores include garnierite and pentlandite, and is a trace mineral for most animals. Used in storage batteries, identify this element with atomic number 28, that, FTP, despite its name, only makes up 25% of a 5-cent piece.

Answer: _nickel_ (the other 75% is copper)

12. He died in 453 AD shortly after his marriage to a Burgundian princess named Ildeco. In 434 he joined together various tribes of his race, and within 14 years, had devastated all the countries between the Black Sea and the Mediterranean. FTP, identify this leader who attacked Gaul in 451, nicknamed “The Scourge of God” and leader of the Huns.

Answer: Attila the Hun

13. Flame-like figures in a blend of Mannerism and Baroque styles characterize this man’s artwork. One of his earliest commissions was for the church of Santo Domingo el Antiguo, followed by works like The Burial of Count Orgaz. FTP, identify this Spanish painter born in Crete best known for his View of Toledo.

Answer: El Greco or Domenico Theotocopolous
14. In 1907, this author published Chamber Music, a collection of poetry. Two years earlier, he had tried to get a collection of 12 short stories published, which was finally released in 1914 as Dubliners. FTP, identify this Irish author of A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man and Finnegan’s Wake.

Answer: James Joyce
15. Features in this language include templates, namespaces, and operator overloading. Developed in 1979 by Bjarne Stroustroup, it added an object oriented approach to an already existing language. FTP, identify this programming language so named because it is an improvement to C.

Answer: C++ (do not accept C)

16. This ruler wrote several books on marine biology, and, in 1921, he visited Europe, becoming the first crown prince from his country to travel abroad. After his father Taisho died in 1926, he became emperor. FTP, identify this Japanese emperor during WWII, succeeded by his son Akihito. 

Answer: Michinomiya Hirohito
17. This man studied the organ under Widor in Paris, and wrote an authoritative study on J.S. Bach in 1905. Also a doctor and the author of several noted theological works, in 1913 he went with his wife to set up a hospital to fight leprosy and sleeping sickness at Lambarene in Gabon. FTP, identify this medical missionary who received the 1952 Nobel Peace Prize for his humanitarian efforts.

Answer: Albert Schweitzer
18. Book V of this work contains funeral games in honor of the title character’s father, and in book X, Mezentius and Lausas are slain. The final book tells of the death of Turnus, while book IV describes the love of Dido for the title character. FTP, identify this Roman epic written by Vergil.

Answer: Aeneid
19. Born in Missouri, this man briefly practiced law before joining Yerkes Observatory in 1914. He discovered Cepheid variable stars in the Andromeda galaxy, proving that it lies far beyond our galaxy. FTP, identify this astronomer whose constant gives the ratio of the velocity of galactic recession to distance and for whom a space telescope is named.

Answer: Edwin Powell Hubble

20. At his death in 1935, this composer destroyed all but 12 of his works, each of which is a masterpiece. Along with an imposing piano sonata and the opera Ariane et Barbe-Bleue, he wrote a ballet, La Peri, an overture to Polyeucte, and an under-appreciated Symphony in C, but he is best known for an 1897 symphonic poem based on a Goethe story. FTP, identify this French composer of The Sorcerer’s Apprentice.

Answer: Paul-Abraham Dukas

21. This city began the thirteenth century by taking the leading role in the Fourth Crusade. It fought the forces of Pope Clement V in the War of the Ferrarese Succession and settled another longtime rivalry with the 1454 Peace of Lodi. Falling to Austria under the Treaty of Campo Formio, it was later ceded to France, then quickly to the Kingdom of Italy, in the aftermath of the Seven Weeks War. FTP, name this Italian city whose highest officials were called doges (DOH-JIZ), known for its.system of canals

Answer: Venice
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Bonuses by David Hamilton
1. Identify the author from works, 30-20-10.

30. Scenes of Clerical Life and Romola
20. Daniel Deronda and Adam Bede
10. Silas Marner and Middlemarch
Answer: George Eliot or Mary Ann Evans
2. Identify these planets from some of its moons FTP each.

1. Deimos and Phobos

Answer: Mars
2. Ariel, Umbriel, Miranda

Answer: Uranus

3. Charon
Answer: Pluto
3. Identify these Canadian rappers on a 15-10 basis.

1. 15. Born Darren O’Brien, this man’s later albums include Murder Love and Justuss, but  minor hits like “Sexy Girl” and “Girl I’ve Been Hurt” were overshadowed by his only U.S. #1 hit. 

   10. That 1993 hit, “Informer,” was a mostly unintelligible song highly influenced by Jamaican reggae.

Answer: Snow
2. 15. This man was M.C. Bones in the rap group Organized Rhyme, whose only hit was the 1992 “Check the O.R.” from their only album, Huh? Stiffenin Against the Wall. He has since become better known by his real name.

     10. The star of an MTV show and noted victim of testicular cancer, this comedian is currently starring in the infamous movie Freddy Got Fingered.

Answer: Tom Green

4. Identify these early American poets from works FTP each.

1. “The British Prison-Ship,” “The Wild Honey Suckle”

Answer: Philip Freneau
2. “Snow-Bound,” “Barbara Frietchie”

Answer: John Greenleaf Whittier
3. “Thanatopsis,” “To a Waterfowl”

Answer: William Cullen Bryant

5. Names these explorers from their ships FTP each.

1. Judith and the Golden Hind
Answer: Sir Francis Drake
2. Endeavour, Resolution, Adventure, and Discovery
Answer: James Cook
3. Hopewell and Half Moon
Answer: Henry Hudson
6. After an eighteen-year absence, the US once again has a dollar coin. Answer these questions about this noble denomination FTP each.

1. The last full-size dollar coins were minted from 1971-8 and featured which US president?

Answer: Dwight David Eisenhower
2. The US Mint would like you to forget about the dollars minted from 1979-1981 and again in 1999, which featured a very unflattering portrait of which 19th century female suffrage leader?

Answer: Susan Brownell Anthony (yes, they were minted for a brief period in 1999)

3. The new, improved brass buck features which other 19th century woman?

Answer: Sacagawea or Sacajawea or Sakakawea (prompt on Bird Woman)

7. Identify these mathematical results FTP each.

1. Recently proved by Andrew Wiles, this theorem, notorious for being hastily scribbled in a margin without proof, states that xn + yn = zn has no whole number solutions for n greater than 2.

Answer: Fermat’s Last theorem

2. Having been proven in more than 200 different ways, this theorem states that if a and b are two sides of a triangle and c is the hypotenuse, then a2 + b2 = c2 .

Answer: Pythagoras’s theorem

3. Although discovered by Jean Bernoulli, this result from calculus that allows one to calculate limit of a fraction whose numerator and denominator both approach zero, was named for the man who first published it.

Answer: L’Hopital’s rule

8. Identify these French playwrights from works FTP each.

1. Cinna, Le Cid, and Horace
Answer: Pierre Corneille
2. Antigone, The Lark, Becket
Answer: Jean Anouilh
3. This 20th century playwright of The Just Assassins and State of Siege also wrote novels like The Plague, The Fall, and The Stranger.

Answer: Albert Camus

9. Identify the composers of the following operas on a 5-10-15 basis.

5. Fidelio
Answer: Ludwig von Beethoven
10. The Medium, Amahl and the Night Visitors
Answer: Gian-Carlo Menotti
15. The Elixir of Love, Lucia di Lammermoor, Daughter of the Regiment
Answer: Gaetano Donizetti
10. 30-20-10 Name the US politician from the positions he held.

30. Secretary of war form 1853 to 1857

20. Senator from Mississippi from 1847-1851 and 1857-1861

10. President of the Confederacy from 1861-1865

Answer: Jefferson Davis
11. Expand these computer science acronyms FTP each.

1. BASIC

Answer: Beginners All-Purpose Symbolic Instruction Code
2. COBOL

Answer: Common Business Oriented Language
3. CPU

Answer: Central Processing Unit
12. Identify these Hemingway novels from characters FTP each.

1. Lady Brett Ashley, Jake Barnes

Answer: The Sun Also Rises
2. Robert Jordan, Pablo, Pilar

Answer: For Whom the Bell Tolls
3. Frederick Henry, Catherine Barkley

Answer: A Farewell to Arms
13. Identify these philosophers from works FTP each.

1. Being and Nothingness
Answer: Jean-Paul Sartre

2. The Birth of Tragedy, Thus Spake Zarathustra
Answer: Friedrich Nietzsche
3. Symposium, The Republic, Crito
Answer: Plato
14. Identify the US president in office during the following scandals FTP each.

1. Teapot Dome

Answer: William Harding
2. Credit Mobilier

Answer: Ulysses Grant
3. Abscam

Answer: Jimmy Carter or Ronald Reagan
15. Identify these lakes FTP each.

1. Actually the remainder of the prehistoric Lake Bonneville, this lake in Utah is the largest inland body of salt water in the Western hemisphere.

Answer: Great Salt Lake

2. This longest freshwater lake in the world forms the border between Tanzania and the Congo.

Answer: Tanganyika
3. Located in the southern part of eastern Siberia, this oldest existing freshwater lake on earth is also the deepest continental body of water.

Answer: Baikal
16. Seven elements begin with the letter “B.” Name six of them for five points each.

Answers: Barium, Berkelium, Beryllium, Bismuth, Bohrium, Boron, Bromine

17. Identify the Italian authors of the following works on a 10-5 basis.

1. 10.  Filostrato and Fiametta
      5.  The Decameron
Answer: Giovanni Boccaccio
2. 10. La Vita Nuova and De monarchia
      5. The Divine Comedy
Answer : Dante Aligheri (either name is acceptable)

3. 10. The Island of the Day Before and Kant and the Platypus
      5. Foucault’s Pendulum and The Name of the Rose
Answer: Umberto Eco

18. Identify the American artists of these paintings FTP each.

1. Green Coca-Cola Bottles and Campbell’s Soup Cans
Answer: Andy Warhol
2. Christina’s World
Answer: Andrew Wyeth
3. This 19th century painter’s collections include The Viviparous Quadrupeds of North America and Birds of America
Answer: John James Audobon
19. Identify these events of the 800’s AD FTP each.

1. On Christmas day, 800, this man was crowned head of the Western  Roman Empire.

Answer: Charlemagne
2. In 849, this “Great” English king was born as the fifth son of Ethelwulf, king of Wessex.

Answer: Alfred the Great

3. This 843 treaty split the Carolingian empire among the three surviving sons of Louis the Pious.

Answer: Treaty of Verdun
20. Do you know what time it is? Answer these questions FTP each.

1. FTP, in what geologic era are we living?

Answer: Cenozoic
2. FTP, what period?

Answer: Quaternary
3. FTP, what epoch?

Answer: Holocene
