Virginia High School League District Competition, 2000-01 season

Match #13


These questions have been written for use by the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level by Shawn Pickrell. These questions are to be used by individual Districts to conduct their Scholastic Bowl competitions under the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition. 

a. Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security. 
b. Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security. 
c. After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged. 
d. These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means. 

First period: 15 toss-ups

1.
The IRS said he owed money. So he went to work, and shot seven people before sitting down and waiting for police. Who is this Boston worker, the latest case of “going postal?”

ANSWER: Michael McDERMOTT
2.
He was the last viceroy of India before independence. Who is this British leader, best known as the supreme Allied commander in Southeast Asia, who defeated the Japanese offensive in India and reconquered Burma?

ANSWER: Louis (Lord) MOUNTBATTEN
3.
This common skin problem is also known as a verruca. If it happens on the bottom of the foot, it is called a plantar one of these. What is this common skin ailment, caused by a virus, which is a small benign growth on the skin?

ANSWER: WART
4.
This four-letter word can mean disabled in one or more limbs, marked by pain or rigidness or weak and ineffectual. What is this word which when an accent is placed on the last letter can mean a fabric having metallic threads sewn in?

ANSWER: LAME

First period (continued)

5.
What term is used to describe a polygon where a line between any two points on the boundary of the polygon lies entirely within the polygon?

ANSWER: CONVEX
6.
What is a transparent object used in optics to produce or study the refraction and dispersion of light?

ANSWER: PRISM
7.
She wrote her one novel a year before her 1848 death from tuberculosis, and was the first of her three literary sisters to die a premature death. Her novel, about the struggles of the Earnshaw and Linton families, was not critically acclaimed until years later. Who is this woman, the author of Wuthering Heights?

ANSWER: EMILY BRONTE
8.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A trucker travels 60 miles per hour for 18 hours. As that is illegal, he records in his log that he took 16 hours to cover that distance. How many miles per hour did he travel, according to his log?

ANSWER: 67.5 miles per hour

9.
His most famous statue was merely part of a larger work called The Gates To Hell, which was never finished. Who is this man best known for a statue of a naked man sitting down, his hand in chin, in apparently a pensive state, called The Thinker?

ANSWER: Auguste RODIN
10.
This country was founded in the 4th century as a refugee from religious persecution. The world’s smallest and most serene republic, it maintains its independence via an 1862 treaty of friendship with Italy, which entirely surrounds this country. What is this small country entirely contained in Italy that is not the Vatican City?

ANSWER: SAN MARINO 

First period (continued)

11.
To boldly go where no man has gone before is now grammatically correct, but some English teachers would prefer that the first three words would be to go boldly, to correct what error that involves placing words between the to and the verb?

ANSWER: SPLIT INFINITIVE
12.
What does the acronym HTTP mean? 

ANSWER: HYPER-TEXT TRANSFER PROTOCOL  

13.
What composer, known as “The Red Priest”, wrote The Four Seasons?

ANSWER: Antonio VIVALDI
14.
What is the term given to disorders in which the sufferer does not lose a perception of reality, but instead suffers from high levels of anxiety and fear, manifesting itself in unusual behavior?

ANSWER: NEUROSIS
15.
This gland is responsible for incubating T-cells for young people. It is responsible in adults mainly for lymphocyte production. What is this lymphoid gland which lies in the upper part of the chest close to the large blood vessels and the heart?

ANSWER: THYMUS 

Second period: 10 directed questions

Read the questions marked with “A” to the team that selected question set A and the questions marked with “B” to the team that selected question set B.
1A.
According to Roman Catholic tradition, who was the first pope? 

ANSWER: St. PETER 

1B.
Two Calla Lillies on Pink, Jack-in-the-Pulpit (numbers 2 through 6), Sunflower, New Mexico, and Sky Above White Clouds are all works by what 20th century American artist?

ANSWER: Georgia O’KEEFFE
2A.
What is the practice where short-term tenants pay a percentage of the final crop as rent, a practice that was often seen in the post-Civil War South?

ANSWER: SHARECROPPING
2B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What number is 140 percent of 90?

ANSWER: 126
3A.
What is the oxidation number of a carbonate ion?

ANSWER: NEGATIVE 2
3B.
Who wrote the novel, Lord of the Flies?

ANSWER: William GOLDING
4A.
In the novel Don Quixote, who is the beloved of Don Quixote?

ANSWER: DULCINEA del Toboso

4B.
The Fujita scale measures what weather phenomena, ranging from F1 to F5, which cause total damage?

ANSWER: TORNADOes

Second period (continued)

5A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Divide the polynomial 2X squared minus X minus 6 by the binomial X minus 2.

ANSWER: 2X PLUS 3 (2x+3) 

5B.
Despite the closeness of the 2000 election, what election was even closer, with a 7,000-vote margin separating the two candidates, Winfield Scott Hancock and eventual winner James Garfield?

ANSWER: 1880
6A.
Who composed the opera, ‘The Magic Flute?’

ANSWER: Wolfgang Amadeus MOZART
6B.
In the official Timothy Zahn sequal trilogy to Star Wars, who is the blue-skinned Grand Admiral that takes control of the Empire after the death of Emperor Palpatine? 

ANSWER: THRAWN 

7A.
In what year was the Magna Carta signed?

ANSWER: 1215
7B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the area of a trapezoid with an altitude of 8 and bases of 4 and 10?

ANSWER: 56 (sum of bases) x (altitude) x (1/2)

8A.
What is the name given to a sequence of three nucleotides in DNA or RNA that determine the amino acid to be inserted in a peptide chain?

ANSWER: CODON
8B.
What Texas-based author wrote the novels Cadillac Jack, Moving On, The Last Picture Show, Terms of Endearment and Lonesome Dove?

ANSWER: Larry McMURTRY
9A.
Whose loss is the grieving student mourning in the poem, The Raven?

ANSWER: LENORE

Second period (continued)

9B.
Its mass is not known exactly, it has no charge and its spin is ½ and is always opposite the direction of motion. What is this fundamental particle whose symbol is the lower-case Greek letter nu?

ANSWER: NEUTRINO

10A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the distance between the points (3,4) and (-2, 1)?

ANSWER: SQUARE ROOT OF 34
10B.
Several hippies and counter-culture regulars shaved, cut their hair and cleaned up their appearance in going “Clean for” what anti-Vietnam War Presidential candidate in 1968?

ANSWER: Eugene McCARTHY
Third period: 15 toss-ups

1.
Bob Stoops took over this program in 1999 from John Blake, and went 7-5 last season. This season, Stoops led this team to a 12-0 record, including a challenge to the national championship against Florida State. What is this college football program, nicknamed the Sooners? 

ANSWER: University of OKLAHOMA (accept OU, that’s the letters OU) 

2.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A worker’s retirement fund is split evenly between a mutual fund and a money market fund. The mutual fund lost 20 percent, but the money market fund made 5 percent. If a work started the year with $100,000 in his retirement fund, how much does he have at the end of the year?

ANSWER: $92,500
3.
What 1982 Nobel Literature Prize winner from Colombia is best known for his novels One Hundred Years of Solitude and Love In the Time of Cholera?

ANSWER: Gabriel GARCIA MARQUEZ
4.
There are two types of this heat, that of fusion and that of vaporization. What is the name given to the heat absorbed or released when a substance undergoes a change of state?

ANSWER: LATENT heat

5.
Henry Pinckney, a Congressman from South Carolina, proposed a rule in 1836 that any question before the House dealing with slavery be immediately tabled. What is the name given to this resolution which lasted until 1844, and was also given to the nickname of the Hyde Amendment, which forbade doctors from mentioning abortion as an option to patients in the 1980s?

ANSWER: GAG RULE
6.
Slate, schist and gneiss are examples of what kind of rock, which are formed pre-existing rock by the application of extreme heat and pressure?

ANSWER: METAMORPHIC rock

Third period (continued)

7.
It was commanded by the Duke of Medina Sidonia and carried 20,000 soldiers and 8,500 sailors on 130 ships. It was attacked and defeated at Gravelines, and more ships were destroyed in the journey back home, which went around Scotland and Ireland. What is this fleet that met its untimely demise in 1588?

ANSWER: The SPANISH ARMADA
8.
The federal judge who released him said the government’s insistence on jailing him under harsh conditions “embarrassed this entire nation.” However, not all the classified tapes he allegedly stole have been found. Who is this former physicist at the Department of Energy laboratory at Los Alamos?

ANSWER: Wen Ho LEE
9.
Supplementary angles are two angles whose measures total 180 degrees. What term is used to describe two angles whose measures total 180 degrees and are also adjacent?

ANSWER: LINEAR PAIR 

10.
This novel runs between the end of the Civil War and the beginning of World War I, and concerns two generations of brothers – Adam and Charles and Aron and Caleb. What is this novel by John Steinbeck about the Trask family?

ANSWER: EAST OF EDEN
11.
What six-letter word is alternately used to describe the Mongols who invaded Western Asia and Eastern Europe during the 13th and 14th centuries, or the yellowish deposits that accumulate on the teeth after improper care?

ANSWER: TARTAR
12.
What name is given to the process of adding a base to an acid or an acid to a base, making its pH 7?

ANSWER: NEUTRALIZATION 

Third period (continued)

13.
What is the name of the mountain range that forms a large part of Morocco and northern Algeria, and is named for the Titan who was holding up the Earth? 

ANSWER: ATLAS 

14.
A Swedish newspaper says Stalin offered to trade this diplomat and other Swedish prisoners for escaped Soviets in 1945, but the Swedes refused. He was last seen alive in earlier in 1945 when he was arrested by the Soviets in Budapest. Who is this Swedish diplomat who had managed to provide thousands of Jews with bogus passports and protection under the Swedish flag during the Holocaust?

ANSWER: Raoul WALLENBERG
15.
What term, when applied to logarithms, is A in the expression A to the nth power equals X, where n is the logarithm and X is the number whose logarithm is being evaluated?

ANSWER: BASE
Spares

What was the two-word avian term given to those members of Congress such as Henry Clay and John C. Calhoun, primarily from the South and West, who agitated for war between the US and Great Britain before the War of 1812?

ANSWER: WAR HAWKS
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Assuming PI has a value of 3.14, how much more pizza, in square inches, is in a 12-inch square pizza than a 12-inch in diameter circular pizza?

ANSWER: 30.96 square inches

He was killed by his evil brother Set, but his wife Isis found the pieces of his body which had been scattered around the world and restored him to life. Who was this Egyptian god? 

ANSWER: OSIRIS 

What disease comes in two varieties: petit mal and grand mal?

ANSWER: EPILEPSY
In what Vonnegut novel is the concept of ice-nine discussed?

ANSWER: CAT’S CRADLE 
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