Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2001-02 season

District Competition, Match #5

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine and Bryce Avery are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.  
Orlando Gibbons and Claudio Monteverdi were both masters of what musical form popular during the Renaissance, a light secular piece for three to five voices, usually sung without instrumental accompaniment?

ANSWER:  MADRIGAL
2.
This man, at the time a broker in Chicago, wrote the music that was eventually used in the 1950s hit “It’s All In The Game.” He later served as Vice-President under Calvin Coolidge. Who was this man who was best-known for his Versailles reparation plan that helped end Germany’s hyperinflation?

ANSWER: Charles DAWES
3. 
The cross-product operation has as a prerequisite that both operands be vectors with at most how many dimensions?

ANSWER: 3
4.
She kills anyone who finds out her worst secret – that her left shoulder is branded with the Fleur-de-Lis, a mark put on terrible criminals. D’Artagnan becomes obsessed with her, but eventually turns against what cohort of Cardinal Richelieu, a character in The Three Musketeers?

ANSWER: LADY DE WINTER
5.  
Also known as Hansen’s disease and caused by a mycobacterium related to that of tuberculosis, what ailment leads to numbness, paralysis, loss of fingers and toes, and deformity of body parts?

ANSWER:  LEPROSY
6. 
The constant value 1/2 + sqrt(5)/2 has been given what metallic nickname due to its representation in the Greek architecture as the perfect proportion?

ANSWER: GOLDEN RATIO
7.
The narrator’s boyhood friend, the last of his line, is suffering from a mysterious sadness while his sister is suffering from a mysterious illness. She was buried alive, but escapes, comes in, and in her death throes kills him. The narrator flees, and as he flees, the house collapses. This is a summary of what short story by Edgar Allan Poe?

ANSWER: The FALL OF THE HOUSE OF USHER
8. 
How many elements can form diatomic molecules, a number equivalent to one less than double the number of naturally occuring halogens and also equal to the atomic number of the second lightest such element, nitrogen?

ANSWER: 7

9. 
What singing act started in the group Bluesology and took his stage name from the first names of the other two members of the group to replace his birth name of Reginald Dwight on songs such as "Philadelphia Freedom"?

ANSWER: Elton JOHN
10.
In 1786, a group of farmers rose in revolt over the tax system and called for the issuance of paper money. What was this Massachusetts revolt led by and named for a former Revolutionary War captain?

ANSWER: SHAYS’ rebellion

11. 
What compound with chemical and structural formula CH3COCH3 is a unique-smelling liquid often used in laboratories to clean materials which have been used in experiments of an organic nature?

ANSWER: ACETONE
12.  
Supposed to represent the pharaoh Khofre with the body of a lion lying down, what “creature” guards the Great Pyramids in Giza, Egypt, but not by giving riddles?

ANSWER:  The Great SPHINX
13.
What former President ran again in 1856 against James Buchanan and John C. Fremont on the American, or “Know-Nothing”, party ticket?

ANSWER: Millard FILLMORE
14. 
What name does the Platonic solid with 20 faces go by?

ANSWER: ICOSAHEDRON 
15.
After being convicted of statutory rape, Randle P. McMurphy pretended to be insane, as he thought it would be easier going to the asylum than going to a prison work gang. He then leads the other patients in a revolt against Nurse Ratched, the asylum’s tyrannical director. This is the summary of what Ken Kesey novel?

ANSWER: ONE FLEW OVER THE CUCKOO’S NEST
Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.
1A.
In what year did Italy officially surrender to the Allies and declare war on Germany?

ANSWER: 1943 

1B.
As British slang, this four-letter word represents the welfare system. What is this four-letter word that when used as a verb represents a distribution in small portions?

ANSWER: DOLE
2A. 
What is the area of the smallest right triangle with a hypotenuse of 10 and integer sides?

ANSWER: 24 

2B.  
A student of art history and literature at the University of Stockholm, who made his directorial debut with the 1945 film “Crisis,” but gained international acclaim with “The Seventh Seal” and “Wild Strawberries”?

ANSWER:  Ingmar BERGMAN 

3A.
Who wrote the novel Lady Chatterley’s Lover?

ANSWER: D.H. LAWRENCE
3B.
What is the minimum velocity an object needs to achieve in order to leave another object’s gravitational pull?

ANSWER: ESCAPE VELOCITY
4A.
What state does Ted Kennedy represent in the US Senate?

ANSWER: MASSACHUSETTS
4B. 
In a quadratic equation, y = 7 when x = 5 and when x = -1, at what value of x does the curve turn?  

ANSWER: 2
5A. 
What term is given to the location on the benzene ring directly opposite the only non-hydrogen group on the ring for purposes of substitution?

ANSWER: META location

5B.
Which of Freud’s personality constructs is driven by the pleasure principle of instant gratification?

ANSWER: the ID
6A.
The Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation will insure individual bank accounts up to what amount in the case of a bank failure?

ANSWER: $100,000
6B.
Nouns that ended in –um in Latin were typically which gender?

ANSWER: NEUTER
7A. 
What is the center of the circle x^2 - 10x + y^2 - 22y - 9 = 0?  

ANSWER: (5,11) 

7B. 
Name the L. Ron Hubbard book that John Travolta attempted to make a film of in 2000, only to have it generally considered the worst film released that year.

ANSWER: BATTLEFIELD EARTH
8A.
Winfield, Ruthie, Noah, Tom and Rose of Sharon are the five children of what family which served as the center of Steinbeck’s novel The Grapes of Wrath?

ANSWER: JOAD
8B.  
Patients suffering from Parkinson’s disease do not produce enough of which neurotransmitter, used by the brain to control voluntary movement?

ANSWER:  DOPAMINE
9A.  
The nature, extent, derivation, and proof of knowledge are central issues to which branch of philosophy?

ANSWER:  EPISTEMOLOGY
9B. 
How many edges does a solid figure with 11 vertices and 6 faces have?

ANSWER: 15
10A.  
In 1628, which English physician discovered the circulation of the blood?

ANSWER:  William HARVEY
10B.
What English king was known as “the Unready?”

ANSWER: ETHELRED
Third period: 15 tossups
1.  
While the release of methane poses a dangerous side effect, as a general rule what type of substances, which are capable of being broken down by organisms, lead to a release of nutrients into the ecosystem, and are thus beneficial?

ANSWER:  BIODEGRADABLE
2.
What name was given to the peace accord signed on September 17, 1978, ending the hostilities between Israel and Egypt?

ANSWER: CAMP DAVID accords

3.
Guy Montag, a third-generation fireman, questions his existence and becomes interested in reading. This is the summary of what novel by Ray Bradbury?


ANSWER: FAHRENHEIT 451
4.  
Nervous before his wedding, Arthur sings the first song of the musical, “I Wonder What the King is Doing Tonight,” while later, in the song “If Ever I Would Leave You,” Lancelot reveals his love of Guenevere.  What is the name of this 1960 musical by Lerner and Loewe (LOW), based on the land of Arthurian legend?

ANSWER:  “CAMELOT”
5.
Take a sorted set. You are looking for one element in that set. You select the middle element, and then take the half you know the element is in. Take the middle element of that half, and repeat until you have found the element you are looking for. What kind of search are you performing?

ANSWER: BINARY search

6.
In her famous prologue, she describes how she whined to and manipulated her first three husbands, and was in turn abused and manipulated by her fourth and fifth husbands. Her actual Tale is about a knight who is sent by Guinevere to find out what women want most. Who is this pilgrim in the Canterbury Tales?

ANSWER: THE WIFE OF BATH or ALISOUN
7.  
Sanskrit for “action,” what name is given to the Hindu and Buddhist principle that a person’s actions have consequences meriting reward or punishment in the next life?

ANSWER:  KARMA

8. 
The external angles of a convex octagon are of the ratio 1:2:3:4:5:6:7:8.  What is the measure of the largest internal angle of the octagon?

ANSWER: 170 DEGREES 

9.  
Nonrenewable sources of fuel such as natural gas, oil, and coal are known as what type of fuel, because they come from the remains of plants that lived hundreds of millions of years ago?

ANSWER:  FOSSIL fuels

10.
Who was the famous British admiral who won the battle of Trafalgar?

ANSWER: Lord Horatio NELSON
11. 
What line goes through the point (3,7) and is perpendicular to the line 3y = x + 9?  

ANSWER: Y = -3X + 16
12.  
Behind the medial condyle of the humerus, the ulnar nerve passes, causing a vulnerable spot at the elbow.  What is the common name for this less-than-laughable area?

ANSWER:  FUNNY BONE
13.
Two small nations are located in the Himalayas between India and China. One of these nations is Nepal. What is the other?

ANSWER: BHUTAN
14.
The Latin word for “I forbid” is remembered today as what action that an superior takes over the suggestions of subordinates, or what Congress dreads the President doing?

ANSWER: VETO
15.  
Stretched taut over a frame and primed before paint is applied to it, what plain cloth woven from thick cotton or linen gradually replaced wooden panels as the medium of choice for oil painters?

ANSWER:  CANVAS
SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
Excluding the sun, moon and other planets, what star is the brightest object in the sky?

ANSWER: SIRIUS
What Shakespeare play had characters named Prospero, Miranda and Ariel?

ANSWER: The TEMPEST
The sums when any pair out of three integers are 11, 17, and 8.  What are the three integers?

ANSWER: 1, 7, and 10
During the Presidential campaign, George W. Bush had trouble remembering this person’s name. Now, he is one of the most important people in the world. Who is this army general that is now President of Pakistan?

ANSWER: Purvez MUSHARRAF
Whose Edict of Milan in 313 AD made Christianity the state religion of the Roman Empire?

ANSWER: CONSTANTINE the Great

All questions © 2001 by Shawn Pickrell. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


