Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2001-02 season

District Competition, Match #7

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine and Bryce Avery are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.
Bobby Seale and Huey P. Newton were the founders of what radical political party that provided welfare to many Black children, but also engaged in acts of violence against the US government?

ANSWER: BLACK PANTHERs

2.  
Officially known as Bagatelle #25 in A Minor, what 1810 piano piece was written for a young lady named Therese, and not for the name given to it, due to an error in deciphering Beethoven’s handwriting?

ANSWER:  “FUR ELISE”
3.  
Published in 1623, and edited by the author’s friends Henry Condell and John Hemings, it contains thirty-six plays, with only “Pericles” missing.  What name is given to this first collected edition of Shakespeare’s plays?

ANSWER:  FIRST FOLIO
4. 
If x = 3 when y = 10 and x = 5 when y = 6, then what two values could  x equal when y = 2, depending on whether it is a direct or an inverse relationship?  

ANSWER: 7 or 15
5. 
William Ramsey is known for his work in the discovery and classification of what group of elements that, until the discovery of xenon hexafluoride, were thought never to be part of a compound?

ANSWER: NOBLE gases or INERT gases 

6.
This grammatical error is no longer considered an error. What is the error created when a writer puts a word between “to” and the other word of an infinitive?

ANSWER: SPLIT INFITIVE
7. 
How many different rearrangements are there of the letters in the word TOBOGGAN?

ANSWER: 10,080
8.  
In an attempt to study colloidal carbon, she perfected work on X-ray diffraction.  Which English biochemist then used developed diffraction photographs to help prove Watson and Crick’s theories on the structure of DNA?

ANSWER:  Rosalind FRANKLIN
9.
He figured prominently in the Arabian Nights tales, which were probably written around his reign. Who was the fifth Abbasid caliph that ruled between 786 and 809, under whose reign Baghdad and the Islamic world reached its zenith?

ANSWER: HARUN AL-RASHID (or AR-RASHID)

10.  
Its name was derived from the porch on which Zeno of Citium taught. What Greek school of philosophy denounced slavery, emphasized human brotherhood, and believed happiness lay in accepting the laws of the universe?

ANSWER:  STOICISM
11.
Which elementary law of physics states that for every force, there is an equal and opposite reactive force?

ANSWER: NEWTON’S THIRD law 

12.
He invaded Macedonia twice, failing in the process. Who is this king of Epirus that is better known, however, for his defeats of the Romans at Heraclea and Asculum, accomplished at such cost that he remarked, “One more such victory and I am lost!”?

ANSWER: PYRRHUS
13.
A series of drug-resistant urinary tract infections is being linked to what common bacterium which usually resides in the intestinal tract and has been linked to a number of food poisoning cases?

ANSWER: E. COLI
14.
Because the title character, a nameless black man, “see only my surroundings, themselves or figments of their imagination,” he is effectively invisible. What is this novel by Ralph Ellison, often confused with a similarly-titled H.G. Wells novel?

ANSWER: INVISIBLE MAN (DO NOT ACCEPT The Invisible Man)

15. 
Where is the center of the ellipse with equation 5x^2 - 30x + 3y^2 - 54x - 99 = 0?  

ANSWER: (3,9)
Second period: 10 directed questions for each team OEMST MSTOE
Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.
1A.  
In the Iliad, what king of Mycenae stole the servant Briseis (bry-SAY-iss) from Achilles, starting a feud?

ANSWER:  AGAMEMNON
1B.
What word is included after the hash mark at the beginning of a program in C to specify the header files that will be used in the program?

ANSWER: INCLUDE
2A.  
After World War II he performed songs such as “Mad Dogs and Englishmen” in cabarets.  Best known as a playwright, though, what Englishman wrote “Hay Fever” and “Blithe Spirit?”

ANSWER:  Noel COWARD
2B.
What metal is often combined with nickel to create long-lasting batteries?

ANSWER: CADMIUM
3A. 
What is the volume of a cone with radius 6 and height 4?

ANSWER: 48PI
3B.
What river forms part of the boundary between Illinois and Indiana?

ANSWER: WABASH
4A.
What name is given to a surface that absorbs all radiant energy falling on it, and gets its name from the fact that it will absorb all wavelengths of visible light? 

ANSWER: BLACKBODY
4B.  
“Rondamini” and “Palestrina” were two examples of what sculptural form mastered by Michelangelo, depicting the Virgin Mary mourning over the body of Christ?

ANSWER:  PIETA (pee-eh-TAH)

5A.
Ariel Sharon is the leader of what party that has also seen Benjamin Netenyahu and Menachem Begin serve as Prime Ministers?

ANSWER: LIKUD
5B.  
“Approach and read (for thou canst read) the lay / Graved on the stone beneath yon aged thorn.”  Those lines were the last two of what meditative poem on death, written in 1751 by Thomas Gray?

ANSWER:  “ELEGY WRITTEN IN A COUNTRY CHURCHYARD”
6A.  
Which Italian composer capped off his career with two Shakespearan pieces featuring libretti written by Arigo Boito, the operas “Otello” and “Falstaff?”

ANSWER:  Giuseppe VERDI
6B. 
What was the symbol members of the cult of Pythagoras had imprinted on their hands?

ANSWER: a PENTAGRAM
7A.
Who wrote the play, Sweet Bird of Youth?

ANSWER: Tennessee WILLIAMS
7B.  
Lasting from 245 to 208 million years ago, what first geologic period of the Mesozoic era saw the extinction of 95% of the world’s plants and the emergence of the first dinosaurs?

ANSWER:  TRIASSIC Period

8A. 
What 8-letter term is used to describe a matrix whose determinant is equal to zero?  

ANSWER: SINGULAR
8B.
What incredibly bloody, but inconclusive, battle fought in 1812 was the only significant battle of Napoleon’s Russian campaign?

ANSWER: BORODINO
9A.  
What is the name for the symbiotic relationship whereby one organism benefits and the other one remains unaffected?

ANSWER:  COMMENSALISM
9B.
He is currently living in exile in Rome, where has lived since being overthrown by his cousin Mohammad Daoud in 1973. Who is this octogenarian former king of Afghanistan?

ANSWER: Mohammad ZAHIR Shah

10A.
Who was the governor of New Amsterdam that surrendered to the British in 1664, ending Dutch rule in North America?

ANSWER: Peter STUYVESANT
10B.
While the prefix hyper- means over, above, beyond or to an excessive degree, what four-letter prefix, also taken from Greek, means below, beneath or under?

ANSWER: HYPO-
Third period: 15 tossups
1.
Who was one of the two men who had short reigns as General Secretary of the Soviet Communist Party between the 1982 death of Leonid Brezhnev and the 1985 rise to power of Mikhail Gorbachev?

ANSWER: Konstantin CHERNENKO or Yuri ANDROPOV
2.
To escape a plague, Prince Prospero retreats to his castle with 1,000 knights and ladies, and gives a masquerade ball. One figure is costumed in blood and shrouds, and the Prince orders it executed. But it turns out the figure is merely an apparition representing the doom of everyone in the castle.  This is a short description of what short story by Edgar Allan Poe?

ANSWER: The MASQUE OF THE RED DEATH
3. 
The director of the big parade insists upon the product of trombones and cornets being constant.  We all know that usually 76 trombones lead and 110 cornets are right behind; however, today there's a flu bug and only 40 trombones can show up.  How many cornets total does the director need?  

ANSWER: 209
4.  
Also known as an erythrocyte (eh-RITH-ro-site), what type of cell transports oxygen to various parts of the body, using the hemoglobin it contains?

ANSWER:  RED BLOOD CELL
5.  
What holiday is held seven weeks after Easter to commemorate the descent of the Holy Spirit on the Apostles?

ANSWER:  WHIT SUNDAY or PENTECOST

6. 
What is the area of a sector of a circle of radius 7 covering 144 degrees?

ANSWER: 19.6PI
7.  
What name is given to the instrument used to measure, in zigzagging lines, the activity of an earthquake?

ANSWER:  SEISMOMETER (or SEISMOGRAPH)

8. 
Stevie Nicks and Sheryl Crow performed a duet for what single off of the former's "Trouble in Shangri-La" album?

ANSWER: SORCERER
9.
In 1871, George Jones of the New York Times initiated an expose of what man, who was convicted a year later for corruption charges related to his running of the Tammany Hall political machine?

ANSWER: William Marcy “Boss” TWEED
10.  
Financed by Annie Horniman, its first two directors were Lady Gregory and William Butler Yeats.  Located in Dublin, which playhouse also saw works produced by Synge and O’Casey?

ANSWER:  ABBEY THEATRE
11.  
A wooden box in the foreground of the painting documents the demise of what French Revolutionary figure lying in a bathtub, as the Jacques-Louis David (dah-VEED) painting shows?

ANSWER:  The Death of (Jean-Paul) MARAT      

12.
What was the name given to the secret plan agreed to in 1854 that the US should try and purchase Cuba from Spain or win it in from Spain in battle, named for the Belgian town where the US ministers to Spain, France and Great Britain met to discuss the plan?

ANSWER: OSTEND Manifesto

13.
This seven-letter word as a verb means to manufacture, to create, or to sponsor something, especially a work of art, and present it to the public. What is this word, which when used as a noun is used collectively to refer to farm output?

ANSWER: PRODUCE
14. 
What is the cosine of the largest side of a triangle with sides 9, 13, and 15?

ANSWER: 25/234
15. 
A laboratory in what location discovered three radioactive elements, naming them successively in honor of the lab's college, state, and nation?

ANSWER: University of California at BERKELEY
SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
In this 1990 film, Joe Pesci and Daniel Stern play petty thieves known as the Wet Bandits who attempt to take out a rich Chicago neighborhood.  However, their plans are foiled repeatedly in what movie which launched the career of a young Macaulay Culkin?

ANSWER: HOME ALONE
By freeing nitrogen compounds in dead organisms and excrement, bacteria, fungi, and earthworms all serve what pivotal role in the ecosystem?

ANSWER:   They are DECOMPOSERS
What term is given to a polygon where the largest angle is less than 180 degrees?

ANSWER: CONVEX
Carl Jung developed what psychological term that he described as the elements of the unconscious mind that are shared by all people?

ANSWER: COLLECTIVE UNCONSCIOUS
This nation of David Eddings’ Belgariad and Malloreon series worships the bull-god Chamdar, and is ruled by a king always named Korodullin and a queen always named Mayaserana. What is this nation split between the Asturians and the Mimbrates, between Sendaria and Tolnedra?

ANSWER: ARENDIA
All questions © 2001 by Shawn Pickrell. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


