Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2001-02 season

District Competition, Match #9

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine and Bryce Avery are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1. 
Obsessed fan Mark David Chapman was responsible for the homicide of what singer and songwriter best known for his collaboration with Paul McCartney when the two were part of the Beatles?

ANSWER: John LENNON
2.
It was originally created as an elite corps of prisoners of war and Christian youths in the direct service of the Sultan. However, by the 19th century it had grown from Suleyman’s devoted 20,000 to a bloated group of 100,000, largely hereditary, which had the power to make and unmake Sultans. What was this group of elite soldiers of the Ottoman Empire?

ANSWER: JANISSARIES
3. 
If a quadratic equation has a double root, what is its discriminant?  

ANSWER: 0
4.
A pretty girl arrives in New York with vague ambitions. She is used and then uses men to become a successful Broadway actress, and then her married lover, George Hurstwood, loses his grip on reality and commits suicide. This is a brief description of what novel by Theodore Dreiser?

ANSWER: SISTER CARRIE
5.  
Their fruit is often edible, such as the prickly pear.  Often containing large, bright-colored flowers, what type of plant is usually covered in spines and found in deserts?

ANSWER:  CACTUS
6. 
Given an isosceles triangle with ratio of base to sides that is 3:2, what is the measure of the sine of the base angles?

ANSWER: SQRT(7) / 4  (The square root of 7 divided by 4)

7.
This archaic unit of measurement is equal to five and a half yards. What is this item whose sparing, according to Solomon, meant spoiling the child?

ANSWER: ROD
8. 
What term is given to the location on the benzene ring two away on either side from the only non-hydrogen group on the ring for purposes of substitution?

ANSWER: PARA location

9.  
Two of them were the daughters of the gods Ceto and Phorcys (FOR-sis), while the third was mortal, as Perseus proved.  Who were these three monsters, named Stheno, Euryale, and Medusa?

ANSWER:  GORGONS
10.
What name was given to the 1817 agreement that provided for the disarmament of fleets on the Great Lakes, and by extension to the land border that formed between the United States and Canada?

ANSWER: RUSH-BAGOT Agreement

11.
It is one-sided, like the Mobius strip, it is closed, but has no “inside” like a torus, and if properly cut into two, creates two Mobius strips. What is the name of this topological space, named for the German mathematician who theorized it?

ANSWER: KLEIN bottle

12.
On September 21, Ana Belen Montes was arrested at her office on Bolling Air Force Base in Washington, DC, on charges of spying for what country?

ANSWER: CUBA
13.
What term is used to describe the conversion of one share of stock into multiple shares of stock that have an equivalent value?

ANSWER: stock SPLIT
14. 
The three sums gotten by adding any two of a set of three integers are -1, 5, and -2.  What are the three integers?  

ANSWER: -4, 2, and 3
15.
He enlists for the Union Army to demonstrate his patriotism, but is overwhelmed with fear and flees during his first battle. However, he is wounded by a deserter, is cured of his romantic notions and returns to fight with true courage and without illusions. Who is this protagonist of the Stephen Crane novel The Red Badge of Courage?

ANSWER: HENRY FLEMING
Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.
1A.
Stockwell Day is the leader of what right-wing party that is the official opposition to the Liberals in the Canadian Parliament?

ANSWER: CANADIAN ALLIANCE

1B.
What sort of grammatical error is the result of trying to put together two independent clauses with only a comma?

ANSWER: COMMA SPLICE
2A. 
How many points in space are necessary at minimum to define a unique plane?

ANSWER: 3
2B.  
All of them put together make up the calyx of a flower.  Derived from leaves, what green part of the flower protects and surrounds it in a bud?

ANSWER:  SEPAL
3A.  
First developed in Spain, with Lazarillo de Tormes as a prime example, what genre of novel episodically tells the story of a villain or rogue, such as Moll Flanders or Huckleberry Finn?

ANSWER:  PICARESQUE novel

3B.
How many seats are in the Virginia General Assembly?

ANSWER: 100
4A.
What name is given to a force which operates on two moving objects in direct contact which seeks to slow down or retard the movement of the two objects against each other?

ANSWER: FRICTIONAL or FRICTION
4B.
The Second Triumvirate was formed by Marc Antony, Octavian and what third man, who was easily defeated?

ANSWER: Marcus Aemilius LEPIDUS
5A.
al-Jazeera is the most watched TV network in the Arab world. al-Jazeera is based in what small Middle Eastern country with a capital at Doha?

ANSWER: QATAR
5B.
What word is used to describe the return-type of a function that does not return a value?

ANSWER: VOID
6A.
While Portland is the largest city in Oregon, what city is that state’s capital?

ANSWER: SALEM
6B.
In this novel, the title character’s lifelong friend, Jim Burden, recounts the title character, the daughter of Bohemian immigrants on the Nebraskan frontier, and her life. What is this novel, probably Willa Cather’s best-known novel?

ANSWER: MY ANTONIA
7A. 
What is the perimeter of a triangle with sides 7, 11, and the hypotenuse of a triangle with sides 5 and 12?

ANSWER: 31
7B. 
While Joseph Priestley preferred the term "dephlogisticated air", what term did Antoine Lavoisier give to the elemental gas discovered in 1776, a name that has stuck ever since?

ANSWER: OXYGEN
8A.
What two-word phrase taken from the Greek means “the herd”, and refers to the common people, especially referring to uneducated masses?

ANSWER: HOI POLLOI
8B.  
A term deriving from the Arabic for “code of behavior,” with over 700 million adherents what name is given to the larger of the main branches of Islam?

ANSWER:  SUNNI 

9A.  
Found in Sri Lanka and Burma, what pearly form of potassium sodium feldspar with a red tint lends its name to the title of a work by Wilkie Collins?

ANSWER:  MOONSTONE
9B.
Who was the Connecticut delegate to the Constitutional Convention that proposed the compromise between the Virginia and New Jersey plans?

ANSWER: Roger SHERMAN
10A.  
Which blues and jazz singer of “That Ole Devil Called Love,” “I Cover the Waterfront,” and “Strange Fruit” also wrote the autobiography Lady Sings the Blues?

ANSWER:  Billie HOLIDAY
10B. 
What is the discriminant of the equation x^2 - 5x + 8 = 0?

ANSWER: -7
Third period: 15 tossups
1.  
1918 was a vital year for which composer, whose ballet “The Miraculous Mandarin” was banned because it took place in brothel, a contrast to the acclaim this Hungarian received for his one-act opera “Duke Bluebeard’s Castle?”

ANSWER:  Bela BARTOK
2. 
What term is given to a three-dimensional figure with a parallelogram for its base which is not entirely made up of sides meeting at right angles?

ANSWER: PARALLELOPIPED
3.  
A bank assessor, he wakes up one morning to find himself accused by a legal authority, housed in a run-down tenement, and eventually stabbed to death.  Who is this main character of Franz Kafka’s The Trial?

ANSWER:  JOSEPH K.
4.  
They contain a double membrane that encloses the stroma, where inside photosynthesis occurs.  What is this organelle vital to green plants?

ANSWER:  CHLOROPLAST
5.
Although notorious for his acts of cruelty, such as his slaughter of 80,000 in Delhi, he was also a patron of the arts. Despite being nearly killed as a child, he managed to create an empire that extended from Persia to India, and defeated the Ottoman Empire in 1402. Who was this Mongol conqueror that ruled from Samarkand?

ANSWER: TAMERLANE or TIMUR-I-Lam

6.  
While in the Caucasus during the Crimean War, he wrote the autobiographical books Childhood and Boyhood.  After he arrived in St. Petersburg, which Russian wrote his Sevastopol Sketches years before War and Peace?

ANSWER:  Count Leo TOLSTOY
7. 
Who first proposed an intermediate-strength allotrope of the carbon atom, usually combining in balls 60 atoms in size, an allotrope named for him when discovered?

ANSWER: Buckminster FULLER
8.
After the 1952 death of his second wife, the former Eva Duarte, his support weakened, and he was thrown out of office in a 1955 military coup. However, he returned to power in 1973, but died only a year after taking office. Who was this man who was twice President of Argentina?

ANSWER: Juan Domingo PERON
9. 
What Billy Crystal TV movie released on HBO chronicles the different treatment that the New York media gave to Mickey Mantle and Roger Maris as they approached Babe Ruth's mark?

ANSWER: 61* (pronounced: "61 star")

10. 
If 4x - 5y = 2 and 3x - y = 7, what does x + y equal?  

ANSWER: 5
11.
He said in exchange for educational and vocational training, he said he would accept Black exclusion from political life and restrictive Jim Crow laws. Who was this Black leader, an opponent of W.E.B. DuBois and creator of the “Atlanta Compromise”?

ANSWER: Booker T. WASHINGTON
12.  
Pontormo, Tintoretto, and El Greco were all masters who painted in which style, which emphasized elongated and distorted figures, and flourished in Italy between the High Renaissance and Baroque periods?

ANSWER:  MANNERISM
13. 
Find the area between concentric circles of radii 13 and 20.

ANSWER: 231PI
14.
It is set in the Netherlands and includes significant details of 19th century Dutch family life and details of Dutch history and geography, despite the fact that the author had never visited Holland. The good deeds of the two children, Hans and Gretel, restore their father’s health and bring them good fortune. What is this children’s novel by Mary Mapes Dodge?

ANSWER: HANS BRINKER; or The Silver Skates (prompt on The Silver Skates)

15.  
What name is given to the minor surgery where a piece of living tissue is removed in order to examine and diagnose a disease?

ANSWER:  BIOPSY
SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
Sheltered wife Nora Helmer leaves her husband after eight years of marriage because he treats her like a trophy wife even after she committed forgery to save his life.  This is the plot of what 1879 foremost play of Henrik Ibsen?

ANSWER:  “A DOLL’S HOUSE”

If all three letters of a three-letter code are different, and the letters are in alphabetical order, how many possible three-letter codes are there?

ANSWER: 2,600
What was the disastrous 1961 attempt by anti-Castro exiles to reconquer Cuba?

ANSWER: BAY OF PIGS
In the Discovery Channel Store one can buy which hemispherical rocks containing cavities into which quartz or calcite crystals have grown from the inner walls towards the center?

ANSWER:  GEODES
The subjects in most of her photographs sit in odd poses, perhaps showing self-deprecation of their often celebrity status.  Who is this American whose portraits have appeared in Vanity Fair and Rolling Stone?

ANSWER:  Annie LIEBOVITZ
All questions © 2001 by Shawn Pickrell. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


