Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2001-02 season

District Competition, Match #24

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine and Andy Goss are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.  
The movement was brought to the public’s attention by a 1965 MoMA exhibit entitled “The Responsive Eye.”  Joseph Albers and Victor Vasarely were pioneers in what artistic style, based on creating painted optical illusions?

ANSWER:  OP ART
2.
What language traces its roots to the 9th century as Jews began to combine Hebrew, German and other Eastern European languages?

ANSWER: YIDDISH
3.  
Its secretions increase the motility of sperm by passing into the urethra through several ducts.  What gland can be enlarged in older men, blocking the flow of urine, and can also develop a common form of cancer?

ANSWER:  PROSTATE gland

4.  
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the y-intercept of the equation 8x + 12y = 10?

ANSWER:  5/6 (five-sixths)

5.  
Nastasya Filipovna is simultaneously attracted to Rogozhin and Prince Mishkin, but the former murders Nastasya and makes Mishkin an accomplice.  In what novel by Dostoyevsky is Mishkin seen by others as a dimwit because of his epileptic seizures?

ANSWER:  The IDIOT
6.
The US agreed to withdraw its nuclear missiles from what country, which would later be a NATO ally, in exchange for the Soviet withdraw of nuclear missiles from Cuba?

ANSWER: TURKEY

7. 
What was the oldest film in the American Film Institute's list of the 100 greatest films of all time, a 1915 work that has been criticized for being sympathetic to the Ku Klux Klan?

ANSWER: THE BIRTH OF A NATION
8. 
The exact decimal amount of a large data set expected to be more than one standard deviation above the median is the reciprocal of what number?

ANSWER: e
9.
Her literary works include The Making of Americans, The Mother of Us All and Four Saints in Three Acts. Who is this woman best known for her “Autobiography” of her long-time friend Alice B. Toklas?

ANSWER: Gertrude STEIN
10.
What name is given to a defect in a lens or mirror that causes the image of a point to spread into a line, a name most often associated with people whose eyes are misshapen in some way?

ANSWER: ASTIGMATISM
11.
What word fills in the blank in this 1858 quote from South Carolina senator James Hammond? “You dare not make war upon (BLANK)! No power on earth dares make war upon it. (BLANK) is king.”

ANSWER: COTTON
12.  
Perhaps anticipating Lutheran principles, it argues that the Church’s infatuation with rituals and ornament had deprived Christianity of its spirit.  Also labeling scholars as pretentious fools, what philosophical work was written in 1511 by Erasmus?

ANSWER:  IN PRAISE OF FOLLY (or The PRAISE OF FOLLY)

13.
What word refers alternately to a variety of marine flatfishes of the Bothidae (boh-thee-DYE) family, to make clumsy attempts to move or regain balance, or to proceed clumsily and in confusion?

ANSWER: FLOUNDER
14.
Who was the Emperor of Ethiopia that protested the invasion of his country, in vain, before the League of Nations in 1935?

ANSWER: HAILE SELASSIE II

15.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the quadratic equation whose roots are 5 and –3?

ANSWER:  x² - 2x –15 (x squared minus 2x minus 15)

Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.
1A.
Philip Morris, the cigarette manufacturer, changed its name to what six-letter word?

ANSWER: ALTRIA
1B.  
What set of numbers includes both real and imaginary numbers?

ANSWER:  COMPLEX numbers

2A.
A compound which conducts electricity either while molten or while dissolved is called by what name?

ANSWER: ELECTROLYTE
2B.  
What fire goddess of Polynesian mythology, who supposedly inhabited Mount Kilauea, causing volcanic eruptions, shares her name with a famous Brazilian soccer player?

ANSWER:  PELE
3A.
Into what body of water does the Danube River flow?

ANSWER: BLACK SEA
3B.
How many nouns are in the genitive case in the following sentence? Michael bought all of Bobby’s candy bars, so Bobby doesn’t have to sell any more for his club’s fundraiser.

ANSWER: TWO (Bobby’s, club’s)

4A.  
In the play “R.U.R.,” Karel Capek (CHA-pek) first coined what term, from the Czech for work, for a mechanical humanlike being?

ANSWER:  ROBOT
4B.
What element is located below nitrogen in the periodic table?

ANSWER: PHOSPHORUS
5A. 
In the tessellation of the plane using hexagons, how many figures meet at one point?

ANSWER: 3
5B.
What was the name of the French assembly which was established to have representatives of the clergy, the nobility and the common people?

ANSWER: ESTATES-GENERAL
6A.  
Arabic for “narrative,” what body of traditions based on the actions and sayings of the prophet Muhammad is considered second in Islamic importance only to the Koran?

ANSWER:  HADITH
6B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  The altitude of length 6 splits the side of the triangle into lenghts of 4 and 9.  What is the area of the triangle?

ANSWER: 39
7A.  
The mineral hematite is the nonhydrated oxide ore form of what fourth-most abundant element of the Earth’s crust?    

ANSWER:  IRON
7B.
What media company, the largest owner of radio stations in the US, is under investigation by the FCC for its alleged tendency to sell stations to itself to comply with anti-trust regulations?

ANSWER: CLEAR CHANNEL Communications

8A.
The Gentleman’s Agreement was meant to reduce immigration between the US and what emerging Asian power?

ANSWER: JAPAN
8B.
The Dial was the literary magazine for what American literary movement of the 1830s and 1840s, whose writers included Ralph Waldo Emerson?

ANSWER (New England) TRANSCENDENTALISM
9A.
The story of Weedon Scott’s taming of a wolf dog in the Alaskan wilderness was intended as a companion piece to Call of the Wild. What is this novel by Jack London?

ANSWER: WHITE FANG
9B.  
The Shasta daisy was created by what horticulturalist, who had already developed and crossbred many fruits, vegetables, and flowers when he moved to California in 1875?

ANSWER:  Luther BURBANK 

10A. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the ratio, with dimensions ignored, of the surface area of a sphere with radius R to its volume?

ANSWER: 3/R
10B.
The pirate Edward Teach was better known by what “colorful” nickname?

ANSWER: BLACKBEARD
Third period: 15 tossups
1.
What name is given to an ester of glycerol and long-carbon-chain acids, which can either be polyunsaturated, monounsaturated or saturated?

ANSWER: FATs

2.
What term describes the sudden and simultaneous withdrawls of large amounts of cash from a bank, brought about by reduced consumer confidence, such as that which occurred in the early part of the Great Depression?

ANSWER: RUN
3. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the sine of 15 degrees?

ANSWER: (sqrt(6) - sqrt(2))/4
4.  
Right after publication, its author was tried and convicted of offending public morals, and six of the poems in the collection were censored for ninety years.  What series of 100 poems by Charles Baudelaire (bow-de-LAIR) marked the beginning of modernism in French literature?

ANSWER:  Les FLEURS DE MAL (or The FLOWERS OF EVIL)

5.  
Later works of his include a study of clouds called Equivalents and a series of portraits of his wife Georgia O’Keeffe.  What photographer staged a show in 1902 that led to the Photo-Secession movement?

ANSWER:  Alfred STIEGLITZ
6.  
Bladderworts, flycatchers, and pitcher plants all have what trait in common, as does the Venus flytrap?

ANSWER:  They are CARNIVEROUS plants

7.  
According to the distributive law, what equals a times the quantity b plus c?

ANSWER:  ab + ac
8.
Herodotus claimed these people emigrated to Italy from Asia Minor. However, modern scholars hold that they are the descendants of indigenous people. Who are these people whose kings the Romans threw out in the 6th century BC?

ANSWER: ETRUSCANs

9.  
His song “Minnie the Moocher” made him famous as the scat-singing “hi-de-ho” man.  Which big-band leader was the subject of the 1990 Janet Jackson tribute video “Alright,” appearing in a yellow suit at the end?

ANSWER:  Cabell “Cab” CALLOWAY
10.
The flesh of a pig or hog used as food, or government funds and appointments a legislator gets for his constituency. What word accurately describes both?

ANSWER: PORK
11.  
What husband and wife team investigated early human campsites at Olduvai Gorge in Tanzania, finding hominid remains that were almost two million years old?

ANSWER:  Louis and Mary LEAKEY
12.
What command in UNIX contains help files on various UNIX commands?

ANSWER: man
13. 
What does Anne Robinson say when a contestant is eliminated on The Weakest Link?

ANSWER: YOU ARE THE WEAKEST LINK – GOODBYE. (Bonus points if said with pretentious British accent)

14.  
His books The Family Moskat, The Manor, and The Estate trace the history of Polish Jews from 1863 to World War II.  What last great Yiddish author penned the short story “Gimpel the Fool,” and won the 1978 Nobel Prize for Literature?

ANSWER:  Isaac Bashevis SINGER
15.
What name, taken from the Latin words for “for all”, is given to a bill which contains several miscellaneous provisions, usually spending bills for an entire Cabinet department?

ANSWER: OMNIBUS
SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
1.  
They reproduce when sporangia located in clusters called sori releases spores that fall to the ground and germinate.  What simple vascular plant contains these sporangia under their leaves, known as fronds?

ANSWER:  FERNS
2. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the surface area of a cylinder with radius 5 and height 10?

ANSWER: 150pi
3.
The play A Streetcar Named Desire is set in what city?

ANSWER: NEW ORLEANS
4.  
He played Edgardo and Nemorino respectively in two operas by Donizetti, and the Duke of Mantua in Verdi’s “Rigoletto.”  Now plagued by vocal problems, what Italian may best be known for his performances with Carreras and Domingo as “The Three Tenors?”

ANSWER:  Luciano PAVAROTTI
5.
Which law of physics is stated thusly: “If an object exerts a force on a second object, the second object exerts an equal force back on the first object?”

ANSWER: NEWTON’S THIRD law

All questions © 2001 by Shawn Pickrell. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


