Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2001-02 season

Intramural Competition, Match #11


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the Intramural or Junior Varsity level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine, Bryce Avery and Andy Goss are the authors of these questions.

If individual Schools use these questions to conduct Scholastic Bowl practices or to hold Intramural competition, they must not release these questions to entities outside the school, as some Districts are using these questions as Junior Varsity-level packets.

If individual Districts use these questions to conduct a Junior Varsity Scholastic Bowl competition, they must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.  
Educated at Hull House and the Lewis Institute in Chicago, he was able to perform the difficult clarinet concerto of Mozart.  Name this musician who gained renown as the King of Swing in the 1930s with hits such as “Stompin’ at the Savoy.”

ANSWER:  Benny GOODMAN
2. 
After the Great Depression, this monetary system has not been used by any country. What is this system where gold can be treated as a currency, and a unit of that currency can be exchanged for a fixed amount of gold?

ANSWER: GOLD STANDARD
3. 
What are the prepositional objects in the following senteneces? I climbed up the hill, lowered the bucket into the well, and then filled my pail to the top.

ANSWER: HILL / WELL / TOP
4. 
He worked on the optical activity of stereoisomers, then worked on fermentation, proving it does not require oxygen.  Who was this French microbiologist who disproved the theory of spontaneous generation and replaced it with his own germ theory of disease?

ANSWER: Louis PASTEUR
5. 
THIS IS A COMPUATION QUESTION. What type of triangle in terms of sides and angles (e.g. right isosceles) given that two sides have lengths 5 and 6 in the angle in between has a cosine of .72?

ANSWER: ACUTE ISOSCELES
6.  
Chimney Rock in New Mexico is an example of what type of geological formation, a steep-sided, flat-topped hill, which also names a city in Montana?

ANSWER:  BUTTE (byoot)

7. 
What three-letter extension is usually used to denote a spreadsheet opened in Microsoft Excel?

ANSWER: XLS
8. 
This French Army captain was sent to Devil's Island for treason in 1894, but in 1898, he was pardoned by President Emile Loubet. Who is this man who turned out to be the victim of an anti-Jewish plot, prompting author Emile Zola to write his letter entitled J'accuse?

ANSWER: Alfred DREYFUS
9. 
Cedric is so loyal to the Saxon cause that he disowned his son, the title character, for fighting with King Richard. With the aid of a mysterious Black Knight who turns out to be King Richard in disguise, the title character is able to defeat his enemies, including Brian de Bois-Guilbert, a Knight Templar, and marry his love, Rowena. What is this novel by Sir Walter Scott?

ANSWER: IVANHOE
10. 
What one and a quarter mile horse race for three year olds is traditionally run on the first weekend of May at Churchill Downs?

ANSWER: KENTUCKY DERBY
11. 
How many wives did Henry VIII have?

ANSWER: SIX
12. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. 36 is 60% of what number?

ANSWER: 60
13. 
The two van ’t Hoff laws somewhat displace what much-used principle named after a French chemist, which states that if a change is imposed on a system in equilibrium, the system will react to the change and counteract the equilibrium?

ANSWER: LE CHATELIER’S (le shat-ell-ee-AYS) Principle

14. 
The pirate Billy Bones visits the Admiral Benbow Inn in Bristol, and dies, leaving a treasure map. Jim Hawkins' life is never the same again. He and his friends Dr Livesey and Squire Trelawney search for the treasure, opposed by the pirate Long John Silver. What is this novel by Robert Louis Stevenson?

ANSWER: TREASURE ISLAND
15.  
It is a prescription that every believer should learn at least twelve verses of it by heart.  Divided into 114 suras, what book, revealed by Gabriel to the Prophet Mohammed, is the sacred text of Islam?

ANSWER:  KORAN
Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.
1A. 
What race are the main opponents of the Humans in the video game series Warcraft?

ANSWER: ORCS
1B.  
What crack in the Earth’s crust commonly emits the rocks andesite and basalt when it erupts?

ANSWER:  VOLCANO
2A. 
An alkaline is a substance with a pH greater than what number?

ANSWER: SEVEN
2B. 
Who wrote the novel The Bridge of San Luis Rey and the play Our Town?

ANSWER: Thornton WILDER
3A. 
Who is the author of the book Madame Bovary?

ANSWER: Gustave FLAUBERT
3B.  
Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La Grande Jatte was painted by which co-founder of pointillism?

ANSWER:  Georges SEURAT
4A. 
Who is the public official that conducts investigations into violent or suspicious deaths?

ANSWER: CORONER
4B. 
THIS IS A COMPUATION QUESTION. What is the volume of a square pyramid with all 8 edge lengths equal to 6?

ANSWER: 36 SQUARE ROOTS OF 2
5A. 
What theorem states that for each positive integer, there is exactly one set of prime factors?

ANSWER: FUNDAMENTAL THEOREM OF ARITHMETIC
5B. 
Who, in 331 BC, defeated the Persian emperor Darius III at the battle of Gaugamela, extending Greek domination to the Indus Valley?

ANSWER: ALEXANDER THE GREAT or ALEXANDER II
6A. 
What word to describe one's opinion of oneself comes literally from the Latin and Greek words for "I"?

ANSWER: EGO
6B. 
Who is the only man to have held both the offices of President and Chief Justice of the United States?

ANSWER: William Howard TAFT
7A. 
What does each angle in a regular decagon measure in degrees?

ANSWER: 144 degrees

7B. 
It is the rate in which a system completes an oscillation. What is this measurement, whose unit is the Hertz?

ANSWER: FREQUENCY
8A. 
What mountain in Alaska is the highest mountain in North America?

ANSWER: Mount McKINLEY
8B. 
Cliff Quackenbush, Chet Douglass, Leper Lepellier, Brinker Hadley, Gene Forrester and Phineas  are the main characters of what novel set at Devon School in New Hampshire in 1942?

ANSWER: A SEPARATE PEACE
9A. 
The death penalty has just been to George Rivas, the leader of a band of seven escapees from a prison in what state?

ANSWER: TEXAS
9B.  
Who defended absolute sovereignty as the only way to prevent life from being “nasty, brutish, and short,” a position he advocated in Leviathan?

ANSWER:  Thomas HOBBES
10A. 
The cohesive effects of surface tension cause what curved shape of the surface of a liquid in a thin tube?

ANSWER: MENISCUS
10B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the integral from x=2 to x=6 of the function f(x)=4x-5?

ANSWER: 44
Third period: 15 tossups

1. 
What poet wrote the following lines? Does it dry up like a raisin in the sun? Or fester like a sore, and then run? Does it stink like rotten meat? Or crust and sugar over-like a syrupy sweet? Maybe it just sags like a heavy load. Or does it explode? 

ANSWER: Langston HUGHES
2. 
In 1858, Stephen Douglas was elected to the U.S. Senate over what man, who two years was elected President?

ANSWER: Abraham LINCOLN
3. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Your favorite movie begins in the theater at 9:20 p.m. and runs for 135 minutes.  What time will it end?

ANSWER: 11:35 PM [135 min. = 2 hr. 15 min.]

4. 
What general name is given to a substance that acts on the central nervous system to produce changes in perception and mood; examples include mescaline, peyote, and LSD?

ANSWER: HALLUCINOGEN
5. 
Mohammed Al Fayed is continuing to come up with conspiracy theories about the cause of the August 1997 crash that killed his son, Dodi Al Fayed, and what girlfriend of his son's, the Princess of Wales at the time?

ANSWER: Princess DIANA (Spencer)

6. 
Its oxide appears in the mineral cassiterite [KASS-I-ta-rite], while its fluoride compound is found in popular toothpastes.  Name this metallic element with chemical symbol Sn.

ANSWER: TIN
7. 
In late August, Air force jets struck at installations threatening the sanctity of the two "no-fly" zones in the north and south of what country?

ANSWER: IRAQ
8. 
Although he is a Roman Catholic monk, he is an expert in herbs and potions, fixing Juliet a potion that puts her in a deep sleep. Who is this Franciscan friar that had earlier married Romeo and Juliet in the hopes that the union might end the feuding in Verona?

ANSWER: Friar LAURENCE
9. 
The Brown case in which the Supreme Court ordered desegregation was filed against the Board of Education of what city?

ANSWER: TOPEKA, KANSAS
10. 
How many sides does a tetrahedron [TET-tra-hee-drun] have?

ANSWER: 4

11. 
Although he oversaw the modern unification of Germany, what German Chancellor was defeated in 1998 by Gerhard Schroeder?

ANSWER: Helmut KOHL
12. 
THIS IS A COMPUATION QUESTION. In a regular five-pointed star, what degree measure do the angles in the points have?

ANSWER: 36 degrees

13.  
Maurice de Vlaminck and Andre Derain (de-RAN) freely used color and distorted form, earning them what name that meant “wild beast,” a moniker proudly worn by Henri Matisse?

ANSWER:  FAUVES (or Fauvism)

14. 
While a dot product multiplies two vectors and yields a scalar, what sort of vector product will yield another vector?

ANSWER: CROSS product

15. 
What eight-letter adjective taken from the Latin for silent means someone who is habitually silent and not given to conversation?

ANSWER: TACITURN
SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A man borrows $100,000 with 8% interest charged on the starting-year balance. Assuming he makes payments of $800 per month, how much principal does he pay off in the first year?

ANSWER: $1,600 ($9,600 paid over the year, $8,000 of which is interest)

What Iowa trombonist and bandleader disappeared in flight from England to Paris, but before that was famous for “Chattanooga Choo-Choo” and “In the Mood”?

ANSWER:  Glenn MILLER
Gather Together In My Name, All God's Children Need Travelling Shoes and I Know Why The Caged Bird Sings are all poetry collections by what poet who read at Bill Clinton's first inauguration?

ANSWER: Maya ANGELOU
A phosphate group, a pentose sugar, and one of five nitrogen bases compose what organic compound, the building block for chains of RNA and DNA?

ANSWER: NUCLEOTIDE
All questions © 2001 by Shawn Pickrell. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


