Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2001-02 season

Intramural Competition, Match #13


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the Intramural or Junior Varsity level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine, Bryce Avery and Andy Goss are the authors of these questions.

If individual Schools use these questions to conduct Scholastic Bowl practices or to hold Intramural competition, they must not release these questions to entities outside the school, as some Districts are using these questions as Junior Varsity-level packets.

If individual Districts use these questions to conduct a Junior Varsity Scholastic Bowl competition, they must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.  
Often depicted on an ox with a book in his hand, what Chinese philosopher is credited with writing the Tao Te Ching, even though that influential Taoist book dates about three centuries after his death?

ANSWER:  LAO TZU (or LAO ZI)

2. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the sum of the infinite series 1/2 + 1/4 + 1/8 + 1/16, and so on?

ANSWER: 1 (let X equal the sum of this series. take 2X by multiplying all terms by 2. The difference between 2X and X is 1.)

3. 
What group of seafaring barbarians landed in North Africa after the fall of Rome, earning themselves a reputation for their tendency towards reckless destruction, lending their name to a verb meaning to deface or mark?

ANSWER: VANDALs

4. 
Dear Mr. Henshaw is the most critically acclaimed work by what author, who is more familiar for her characters Beatrice and Ramona Quimby?

ANSWER: Beverly CLEARY
5.  
Beginning at about 435 miles above the Earth’s surface, what is the uppermost layer of the atmosphere, above the thermosphere and basically a thin hydrogen-rich layer extending into outer space?

ANSWER:  EXOSPHERE
6. 
Used in titrating weak acids against strong bases, which acid-base indicator is clear below the pH of 8 and red above a pH of 9.6?

ANSWER: PHENOLPHTHALEIN (fee-nall-FAY-leen) 

7. 
The US is trying to outlaw US businesses from operating in what African country which has conducted a civil war against rebels in its southern section, and has received international condemnation for its continuing practice of slavery?

ANSWER: SUDAN
8. 
The story of Alexander Selkirk, a Scottish sailor who survived after being marooned on a desert island for many years, served as the inspiration for what novel by Daniel Defoe?

ANSWER: ROBINSON CRUSOE
9. 
In late July 1932, 17,000 veterans of World War I camped in what is now Anacostia to claim a full payment that had been promised them in 1924. What name was given to this "Army" which had to be driven out of Washington by U.S. Army soldiers led by Douglas MacArthur?

ANSWER: BONUS ARMY or BONUS EXPEDITIONARY FORCE

10. 
This number's irrational nature is the reason that a circle cannot be squared using only an unmarked ruler and compass. What is this number, the ratio between the side of a square and the radius of a circle which both have the same area?

ANSWER: THE SQUARE ROOT OF PI
11. 
The V.90 protocol is the most recent protocol for what communication devices on computers that are used to connect to the Internet?

ANSWER: MODEM
12.  
Based on a novel by Robert Bloch, a young woman, played by Janet Leigh, absconds with stolen money, stops at a motel, and then is murdered in the shower, in what 1960 Hitchcock thriller starring Anthony Perkins as Norman Bates?

ANSWER:  PSYCHO
13. 
It was passed on March 22, 1765, and was the first direct tax ever placed on the United States colonies. It was repealed a year later after massive protests led by the Sons of Liberty. What was this act which placed a duty on dice, playing cards, documents, newspapers, almanacs and other paper products?

ANSWER: STAMP ACT

14. 
Notes from the Underground and Crime and Punishment are two novels by what Russian author?

ANSWER: Feodor DOSTOYEVSKY
15. 
Made of either plastic or glass, what is the name for a device used to transfer a known, accurately measured volume of a liquid from one container to another?

ANSWER: PIPETTE
Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.
1A. 
What name is given to an volume which contains no matter?

ANSWER: (absolute) VACUUM
1B.
This South American country's leader has praised Cuba and its dictator, Fidel Castro, and has met with Chinese officials, all in an attempt to thumb his nose at the United States. What is this country led by former failed coup leader Hugo Chavez?

ANSWER: VENEZUELA
2A. 
Regan, Goneril and Cordelia are the three daughters of what Shakespearean king?

ANSWER: King LEAR
2B. 
THIS IS A COMPUATION QUESTION. What is the area of a triangle with sides 4, 6 and 8?

ANSWER: 3 SQUARE ROOTS OF 15

3A. 
The statement a equals a is a statement of what important axiom?

ANSWER: REFLEXIVE axiom

3B.  
A tribute of sorts to Titian’s (TIH-shuns) Venus of Urbino was what 1863-6 masterpiece by Edouard Manet, depicting a servant holding a bouquet and a nude woman reclining on a bed?

ANSWER:  OLYMPIA
4A. 
When multiplying three numbers, one with five significant digits, one with three and another with eight, how many significant digits must be in the product?

ANSWER: THREE
4B. 
Who is the author of the book, The Outsiders?

ANSWER: S.E. HINTON

5A. 
"Gotta Tell You" and "Baby, Come On Over" are two songs by what female newcomer?

ANSWER: Samantha MUMBA
5B. 
Although Casablanca is the largest city in Morocco, what city is the capital of that country?

ANSWER: RABAT
6A. 
Which of the four human blood types is not found in cats and is often called the “universal donor” type?

ANSWER: O

6B. 
THIS IS A COMPUATION QUESTION. What is the volume for a rectangular prism with three faces of area 36, 45, and 20?

ANSWER: 180 

7A. 
THIS IS A COMPUATION QUESTION. What is the are between concentric circles with respective radii of 3 and 4?

ANSWER: 7PI
7B. 
Which French King was known as the "Sun King" and was said to have uttered, "I am the state?"

ANSWER: LOUIS XIV
8A. 
Paul D, Baby Suggs, and Sethe (seh-THEE) are the main characters of what novel by Toni Morrison?

ANSWER: BELOVED
8B. 
What name is given to heat which is absorbed but doesn't result in an increase in temperature? 

ANSWER: LATENT heat

9A. 
What is the name for the intermediate world between Asgard and Hel, which in Scandinavian mythology also names a serpent offspring of Loki?

ANSWER:  MIDGARD
9B. 
My Antonia is the most famous novel by what woman?

ANSWER: Willa CATHER
10A. 
What is used in courts to describe a published defamation that is likely to injure a person's reputation?

ANSWER: LIBEL
10B.
Sergei Rachmaninov created a “Rhapsody on a Theme of” what virtuoso Italian violinist?

ANSWER:  Nicolo PAGANINI
Third period: 15 tossups
1.  
A contemporary of Buddha, he is believed to be the 24th “bridge-builder.”  At age thirty he left a life of comfort for one of asceticism, which he practiced for twelve years.  Who was this man upon whose teachings form the basis of Jainism?

ANSWER:  MAHAVIRA
2. 
This term was coined by Alan Greenspan to describe the stock market in 1996. What was this two-word phrase used by Greenspan to describe the excessive optimism on the part of brokers, analysts and investors?

ANSWER: IRRATIONAL EXUBERANCE
3. 
What name is given to an algebraic expression asserting the sameness of two quantities?

ANSWER: EQUATION
4. 
What five-letter verb means to proceed without interruption or to make a smooth transitition, especially in a literary work?

ANSWER: SEGUE
5. 
Several hospitals near Lexington, Kentucky advertise themselves as equine hospitals, meaning they only accept--what type of animal as a patient?

ANSWER: HORSES 

6. 
Who is the Russian mathematician, later immoralized in song by Tom Lehrer, whose attempts to prove Euclid's Fifth Postulate resulted in the development of an alternate geometry named for him?

ANSWER: Nikolai LOBACHEVSKY
7. 
This group was formed in the 1860s and was known as the Patrons of Husbandry. Establishment of agricultural and technical colleges, opposition to monopolies and reductions in the numbers of middlemen in the distribution of agricultural products were among the chief goals of what movement that arose in the 1860s and 1870s to represent agricultural interests?

ANSWER: the GRANGE
8.  
It may be formed as a waterfall retreats upstream, or when a river once again cuts into a channel.  What narrow, steep-sided valley proved harmful to Homer Simpson’s head on a skateboard in Springfield?

ANSWER:  GORGE
9. 
Celia, Oliver, Orlando, Rosalind, Frederick and Duke Senior are the main characters of what Shakespeare play which occurs mostly in the Forest of Arden?

ANSWER: AS YOU LIKE IT

10. 
Luis Antonio Morales Blanes was the pilot of the airplane whose August 2001 crash killed what 22-year-old pop singer?

ANSWER: AALIYAH
11. 
One of its main suborders has two lungs and a trachea for breathing like humans, while another includes tarantulas.  Name this animal whose common types include the black widow.

ANSWER: SPIDER 

12. 
What type of pronoun is used in the following sentence? Joe taught himself to play the piano.

ANSWER: REFLEXIVE
13. 
The Magyars founded what modern European country in the 9th century?

ANSWER: HUNGARY
14. 
In the game Civilization II, what military unit are only possible under a Fundamentalist government?

ANSWER: FANATICS
15. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the sum of the fractions 1/4 and 2/5?

ANSWER: 13/20

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

This nine-letter verb beginning with "o" comes from the practice in ancient Athens of banishing people by vote for a period of ten years. What is this verb which means to expel from a community or group, or to cast out from social, political or private favor?

ANSWER: OSTRACIZE
If a runner runs around a 400-meter track and ends at the same place he started, what has been his total displacement?

ANSWER: ZERO
In 1945, he was elected provisional president, but resigned a year later when the Fourth Republic would not provide for a strong executive. In 1958, after Algeria became independent, he was named dictator for six months, and in 1959 was elected president of the Fifth Republic where he served for 10 years. Who was this man, leader of the Free French forces and President of France?

ANSWER: Charles DE GAULLE

THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Bob gets 30% of the profit, Sandy gets 50% of the profit and you get 20%. Assuming the business you three opened made $100,000, how much money would you get?

ANSWER: $20,000  

Virginal and spinet were both shape types of it.  For each of its strings, a small plectrum is set in a thin slip of wood, and when a key is depressed, the plectrum plucks the string.  Similar to a piano, what keyboard instrument was particularly effective in contrapuntal music, such as that of J.S. Bach?

ANSWER:  HARPSICHORD
All questions © 2001 by Shawn Pickrell. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


