Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2001-02 season

Intramural Competition, Match #15


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the Intramural or Junior Varsity level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine, Bryce Avery and Andy Goss are the authors of these questions.

If individual Schools use these questions to conduct Scholastic Bowl practices or to hold Intramural competition, they must not release these questions to entities outside the school, as some Districts are using these questions as Junior Varsity-level packets.

If individual Districts use these questions to conduct a Junior Varsity Scholastic Bowl competition, they must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1. 
It wasn’t discovered until 1977 but is now known as one of the top causes of epidemic pneumonia.  What disease is named for the 34 people who died from it after attending a Philadelphia convention?

ANSWER: LEGIONNAIRE'S DISEASE 

2. 
The main character of this book, Hank Morgan, doesn't have his name revealed until the end of the novel. He makes two friends in medieval England, Clarence and Sandy. Merlin is nothing but a hack magician, and everyone in England knows Guenever is fooling around with Lancelot. What is this book by Mark Twain about a 19th-century American placed in medieval England?

ANSWER: A CONNECTICUT YANKEE IN KING ARTHUR'S COURT

3.  
“La Strada” and “Nights of Cabiria” both starred his wife, Giulietta Masina.  He earned his break as a co-scriptwriter for Roberto Rossellini’s “Open City,” but who is much better known as the director of “Satyricon,” “La dolce (DOLE-che) vita,” and “8½”?

ANSWER:  Federico FELLINI 

4. 
He made a fortune in the Kimberly diamond fields, and then entered Cape Colony politics, becoming prime minister and dictator between 1890 and 1896. He was forced to resign, and then devoted himself to the development of a nation that was later named for him, a nation now known as Zimbabwe. Who is this man whose name is also attached to a series of scholarships?

ANSWER: Cecil John RHODES (If only it were Ronnie Mervis)

5. 
What is the decimal equivalent of the fraction 1/25?

ANSWER: .04 (point-oh-four) (prompt on four hundreths)

6. 
In 1831, when Andrew Jackson learned that this man had secretly supported punishing him for his 1818 raid in Florida, Jackson got upset. Who is this man, who was at the time Jackson's Vice-President, a Senator from South Carolina, later removed from the ticket.

ANSWER: John C. CALHOUN
7. 
Who is the author of the novels The Tenant of Wildfell Hall and Agnes Grey, the youngest of the three Bronte sisters?

ANSWER: ANNE BRONTE

8. 
Consisting mainly of iron III hydroxide and hydrated iron III oxide, what reddish-brown oxide of iron is the most common form of corrosion?

ANSWER: RUST
9. 
Max learns his girlfriend Tess is pregnant, but that the baby cannot survive in Earth's atmosphere. This was a plotline of what television show named for a New Mexico town where aliens allegedly appeared in the 1940s?

ANSWER: ROSWELL
10. 
Avoiding top-posting, refraining from posting in all capital letters, keeping signatures short, not spamming, and refraining from going off-topic are examples of what sort of proper behavior for online discussion forums?

ANSWER: NETIQUETTE
11. 
What is the practice of drawing Congressional districts to benefit one political group or party, frequently resulting in oddly-shaped districts?

ANSWER: GERRYMANDERING
12. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the general derivative of the function f(x) = sin (cos(x))? (the sine of the cosine of x)

ANSWER: -sin(x) cos(cos(x)) (negative sine of x times the cosine of the cosine of x)

13. 
A Room of One's Own, Mrs. Dalloway and To the Lighthouse are all works by what English author?

ANSWER: Virginia WOOLF
14.  
Thrust, lateral, transform, and strike-slip are all types of what fracture in the Earth where rocks have moved past one another, such as California’s San Andreas?

ANSWER:  FAULT
15. 
Scott Weiland is the frontman of what band whose June album was called "Shangri-La Dee Da?"

ANSWER: STONE TEMPLE PILOTS

Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.
1A. 
What is the next number in the series 4, 9, 6, 11, 8, 13, 10?

ANSWER: 15 (up five, down three)

1B. 
What name was given to the medium that 19th century physicists thought light travelled in, whose existence was disproven by the Michelson-Morley experiment?

ANSWER: ETHER
2A. 
What thing is feared by people who suffer from gerontophobia?

ANSWER: OLD PEOPLE or GETTING OLD (accept equivalents such as aging, etc.)

2B. 
President Bush has come under fire recently for pulling the United States out of what international accord which attempted to regulate carbon dioxide emissions?

ANSWER: KYOTO Accords

3A. 
Who wrote the poem "Ode on a Grecian Urn?"

ANSWER: John KEATS
3B. 
When the Romans referred to the region of Caledonia, to what country, now a part of the United Kingdom, were they referring?

ANSWER: SCOTLAND
4A. 
What name is given to two different molecules with the same molecular formula?

ANSWER: ISOMER
4B. 
What word is used instead of between when there are three or more objects?

ANSWER: AMONG
5A. 
In which state is the garbage dump which Interior Secretary Gale Norton is recommending be added to the National Landmark register?

ANSWER: CALIFORNIA
5B. 
THIS IS A COMPUATION QUESTION. A solid figure has 7 vertices which form 10 edges. How many faces does this figure have?

ANSWER: 5 

6A. 
What name is given to the coating of an electrode, usually the cathode, with a solid material?

ANSWER: ELECTROPLATING
6B. 
In what country are shekels the official unit of currency?

ANSWER: ISRAEL
7A. 
The Benedictine Rule was established in the 6th century to govern what institution of Roman Catholic life?

ANSWER: MONASTERIES or MONASTICISM or MONKS
7B. 
Ellsworth Toohey and Howard Roark struggle agaisnt each other in what novel by Ayn Rand?

ANSWER: The FOUNTAINHEAD
8A. 
Three sides of a kite have length 2, 6 and 9 in that order. What is the length of the fourth side?

ANSWER: 7
8B. 
If the three lines are drawn within a triangle from the vertex to the midpoint of the opposite side, where will all three meet?

ANSWER: ORTHOCENTER or CENTER OF GRAVITY
9A. 
Who is the author of the novel, Ethan Frome?

ANSWER: Edith WHARTON
9B.  
Charlie Chaplin chose which 1940 film to make his “talkie” debut, a satire against Adolf Hitler and other despots?

ANSWER:  THE GREAT DICTATOR

10A.  
What American musical genre of the turn of the last century, mainly for the piano, was popularized by Eubie Blake and Scott Joplin?

ANSWER:  RAGTIME
10B.  
Which biome contains a deep layer of soil that does not thaw out during the summer, known as permafrost?

ANSWER:  TUNDRA
Third period: 15 tossups
1. 
Joseph Kabila is presiding over a cautious peace in what large Central African country that has served as a battlefield for much of Africa over the past ten years?

ANSWER: DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO or DRC (prompt on Zaire)

2. 
Alexander Hamilton was fatally shot in 1804 by what man who had earlier served as Vice-President?

ANSWER: Aaron BURR
3. 
Sodium hydroxide reacting with hydrochloric acid results in the production of which two substances?

ANSWER: SALT AND WATER (prompt if one of them given)

4. 
What author of the Autobiography of Malcolm X is also known for his biography of his ancestors, Roots?

ANSWER: Alex HALEY
5. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Calculate the area of a trapezoid if the two bases are 6 inches and 10 inches and the height is 8 inches.

ANSWER: 64 square inches 

6. 
What man was prime minister of Japan during most of World War II?

ANSWER: TOJO Hideki

7. 
What ten-letter verb comes from Latin words meaning "to equally call" and means to be deliberately ambigiuous or unclear in order to avoid committing oneself to something deliberate?

ANSWER: EQUIVOCATE
8. 
What part of your body contains a bone called the humerus [HYOO-ma-rus]? 

ANSWER: ARM 

9. 
What is the ordinal version of the cardinal number eight?

ANSWER: EIGHTH
10.  
As an exiled wanderer, he was guided to a final resting place at Colonus by his daughter Antigone (an-TIG-oh-nee).  Who was this tragic King of Thebes who killed his father Laius and married his mother Jocasta?

ANSWER:  OEDIPUS (ED-ih-puss)

11. 
How many significant digits are in the number 1 million, 349 thousand and four hundred?

ANSWER: FIVE
12. 
THIS IS A COMPUATION QUESTION. What is the sum of the squares of the sines of the three angles in a right triangle?

ANSWER: 2

13. 
Demanding a "square deal" for all Americans, what President pledged strict enforcement of existing antitrust laws in a 1902 speech?

ANSWER: THEODORE ROOSEVELT
14. 
This ten-letter adjective comes from the Latin word for everywhere and is a synonym for omnipresent. What is this word which means existing or being everywhere at once?

ANSWER: UBIQUITOUS
15. 
Hospitals in what country claim star Little League pitcher Danny Almonte was born in 1987, making him too old to participate in the Little League World Series?

ANSWER: DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

Its name comes from the Greek for “wood” and “sound.”  Known in Latin America as the marimba, what instrument, used in Camille Saint-Saens’s “Danse Macabre,” consists of series of graduated wooden bars struck by mallets to produce sound?

ANSWER:  XYLOPHONE
Small ones include sheep, goats, llamas and deer, while large ones include giraffes, camels and cows. Name this class of animals who chews their cud and has multiple stomach chambers.

ANSWER: RUMINANTS 

What number is 1 followed by a googol of zeros?

ANSWER: a GOOGOLPLEX
The USS Liberty, a reconnaissance ship, was attacked by Israeli forces in 1967 during what war in which the US was not a participant?

ANSWER: SIX-DAY War

Who wrote the novels Sons and Lovers and Lady Chatterley's Lover?

ANSWER: D.H. LAWRENCE
In Zoroastrianism, which good god is assured of eventual victory in his struggle with the evil god Ahriman?

ANSWER:  AHURA MAZDA (or ORMUZD)

All questions © 2001 by Shawn Pickrell. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


