Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2001-02 season

Intramural Competition, Match #18


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the Intramural or Junior Varsity level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine, Bryce Avery and Andy Goss are the authors of these questions.

If individual Schools use these questions to conduct Scholastic Bowl practices or to hold Intramural competition, they must not release these questions to entities outside the school, as some Districts are using these questions as Junior Varsity-level packets.

If individual Districts use these questions to conduct a Junior Varsity Scholastic Bowl competition, they must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.  
He spent all of his life in Haarlem, completing a lot of group portraits such as The Banquet of the Officers of the St. George Militia Company, but what Dutchman is best known for 1624's The Laughing Cavalier?

ANSWER:  Frans HALS
2.  
What type of rock, largely composed of silica, forms from the cooling of magma or lava that solidifies from a molten state?

ANSWER:  IGNEOUS rock

3.  
Dominated by his desire for gold, Barabas poisons the porridge of an entire nunnery before falling to his death in a bubbling cauldron in what anti-Semitic production by Christopher Marlowe?

ANSWER:  The JEW OF MALTA
4. 
Between February 23 and March 6, 1836, Santa Anna led 3,000 Mexicans against this fort. When the 187 Texans attempted to surrender, Santa Anna massacred them. What was this battle, which was "remembered" during the later battle of San Jacinto?

ANSWER: The ALAMO
5. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Bob enters the theater at 7:45 and left at 11:15. Assuming he waited 10 minutes for the trailers, sat through 12 minutes of trailers and 4 minutes of advertisements, how many minutes was the actual film?

ANSWER: 184 minutes

6. 
What term do economists give to the situation where a person or households do not make enough income to satisfy basic needs such as food, water, shelter or medicine, an item on which Lyndon B. Johnson declared a war on in 1965?

ANSWER: POVERTY
7. 
What is the name given to a computer whose job is to ensure that unauthorized data does not get into a company's internal network, thus protecting it somewhat against cracking?

ANSWER: FIREWALL
8.  
With William Butler Yeats, what dramatist helped save Ireland's Abbey Theatre with his plays "The Shadow of a Gunman" and "Juno and the Paycock?"

ANSWER:  Sean O'CASEY

9. 
It is the most common genetic disorder in America and is named for the British scientist who published a paper on it in 1866.  Name this disease once called "mongoloidism" whose sufferers have an extra 21st chromosome.

ANSWER:  DOWN'S syndrome

10.  
His autobiographical work The History of My Misfortunes proved to be true, as which medieval French philosopher had to face multiple charges of heresy, and was castrated for carrying on an illicit affair with his pupil Heloise?

ANSWER:  Peter ABELARD
11.  
Two beings, Lif and Lithrasir, will repopulate the Earth after what final battle between the forces of good and evil in Norse mythology?

ANSWER:  RAGNAROK
12.  
The Gutenburg discontinuity separates it from the core, while the Moho discontinuity separates it from the crust.  What is this intermediate layer of the Earth, sharing its name with a famous New York Yankee?

ANSWER:  MANTLE
13. 
What name is given to a small beard covering the chin and which is often trimmed to a point at the bottom, named for the animal that this beard is said to resemble?

ANSWER: GOATEE
14. 
In what Egyptian city was the Great Library located?

ANSWER: ALEXANDRIA
15. 
What is the additive inverse of the number 16?

ANSWER: NEGATIVE 16 (-16)

Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.
1A. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What are the two prime factors of the number 143?

ANSWER: 11 AND 13

1B. 
The Treaty of Tordesillas in 1494 divided all non-Christian lands between what two rival colonial powers?

ANSWER: SPAIN / PORTUGAL
2A. 
A bar is a unit measuring this quantity. What is this quantity which is also measured by the pascal?

ANSWER: PRESSURE
2B.  
Beethoven's Ninth Symphony ends in what choral movement, based on a poem by German poet Friedrich von Schiller?

ANSWER:  ODE TO JOY (or "An die Freude")

3A.  
Which hero of an American ballad crushes more rock than a steam drill, but dies from the effort?

ANSWER:  JOHN HENRY
3B. 
THIS IS A COMPUATION QUESTION. What is the surface area of a cylinder with radius 2 and right 6?

ANSWER: 32PI
4A. 
What author created the fictional character Jack Ryan?

ANSWER: Tom CLANCY
4B. 
Metis, Pasiphae, Leda, Europa [yoo-RO-pa] and Ganymede are all satellites of-what large planet?

ANSWER: JUPITER
5A. 
What Italian city established a republic which was ruled by a doge (DAW-juh) and was a bitter rival of Genoa for trade supremacy in Italy?

ANSWER: VENICE
5B.  
What novel revolves around Lieutenant Tyrone Slothrop's search for the mysterious Rocket 00000, the most famous work of Thomas Pynchon?

ANSWER:  GRAVITY'S RAINBOW
6A. 
After silicon, it is the second-most abundant element in the earth's crust.  Name this gas often made industrially by electrolyzing water. 

ANSWER: OXYGEN 

6B. 
Because it was found to contain poisonous dioxin, what weed-killer used during the Vietnam War caused cancer and deformities in troops who handled it?

ANSWER: AGENT ORANGE
7A. 
A series of restrictive laws known as the Boland Amendments, passed in 1982 and 1983, barred aid from the United States to what group of rebels fighting the Sandanista government of Nicaragua?

ANSWER: CONTRAS
7B. 
THIS IS A COMPUATION QUESTION. What is the cosecant of 30 degrees?

ANSWER: 2
8A.  
Two tramps, Vladimir and Estragon, wait for what character in a Samuel Beckett play, who never shows up?

ANSWER:  Waiting for GODOT
8B. 
What term is used to describe a series which does not have a sum?

ANSWER: DIVERGENT series

9A. 
What two single-letter words are always capitalized?

ANSWER: I and O

9B. 
The European Union is giving Microsoft an anti-trust investigation due to its alleged monopoly on what software which competes against Real Audio to play streaming audio?

ANSWER: Windows MEDIA PLAYER
10A. 
What retailer has cut prices on 30,000 different items in its "Blue Light Always" campaign?

ANSWER: K-MART

10B. 
What river in Western Virginia is, despite its name, one of the oldest rivers in North America?

ANSWER: NEW River

Third period: 15 tossups
1. 
Matt Shafer is better known as what recording artist whose debut album was Double Wide and whose first hit was Follow Me?

ANSWER: UNCLE KRAKER
2. 
What word is used to describe a slope or incline, a classification of quality, a score on a test or other work for school or a grouping of students by age in a school?

ANSWER: GRADE
3. 
The difference between an elastic and inelastic collusion is the conservation of what kind of energy, which is the energy of motion?

ANSWER: KINETIC energy

4. 
What term is given to two angles who sum is 180 degrees?

ANSWER: SUPPLEMENTARY
5. 
This practice is forbidden by the Fifth Amendment. What is this practice where a person is put on trial twice for the same crime?

ANSWER: DOUBLE JEOPARDY
6. 
Every September 19, thousands of these black-and-orange insects migrate from Cape May, New Jersey to Cape Henlopen, Delaware.  Name this king of the butterflies.

ANSWER: MONARCH butterfly 

7.  
The use of ganja, or marijuana, is a sacrament in which religion, based on the ideas of Marcus Garvey, that saw Emperor Haile (HY-lay) Selassie as an incarnation of God, and whose members often wear their hair in dreadlocks?

ANSWER:  RASTAFARIANISM (prompt on Rasta)

8.  
With James Thurber he wrote the satire "Is Sex Necessary?",  but who is more well-known for children's books, including The Trumpet of the Swan, Stuart Little, and Charlotte's Web?

ANSWER:  E.B. WHITE
9. 
In 1938, after Hitler had annexed Austria and annexed the western part of Czechoslovakia, Britain, France and Italy signed what pact allowing Germany to do this, a pact which Neville Chamberlain said "brought peace to our time?"

ANSWER: MUNICH Pact

10. 
THIS IS A COMPUATION QUESTION. What is the measure in inches of the perimeter of a 75 degree sector of a circle with a radius of 3 inches?

ANSWER: 6 + 5PI/4 inches

11. 
One measurement is taken when the nurse can no longer hear anything, while the other is taken when the sound returns.  What vital sign of the body is usually measured this way with a cuff around the arm?

ANSWER: BLOOD PRESSURE 

12. 
THIS IS A COMPUATION QUESTION. What is the cosine of the largest angle of a triangle with sides 4, 7 and 8?

ANSWER: 1/56
13. 
In 1867, what region was referred to as "Seward's Folly" for its apparent lack of natural resources and its $7,200,000 price tag?

ANSWER: ALASKA
14.  
Based partly on the case of Robert Nixon, who was electrocuted for murder in 1938, what novel tells the story of Chicago black youth Bigger Thomas, a 1940 work by Richard Wright?

ANSWER:  NATIVE SON
15.  
Based on a comedy by Beaumarchais (bo-mar-SHAY), what Rossini opera features Count Almaviva's attempt to woo Rosine (ro-ZEE-neh), aided by Figaro?

ANSWER:  The BARBER OF SEVILLE

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

He wrote extensively for the court of James I, mainly masques produced with scenic designer Inigo Jones.  Who was this poet and dramatist of "Bartholomew Fair," "The Alchemist," and "Volpone"?

ANSWER:  Ben JONSON
The Pragmatic Sanction of Charles VI decreed that she would inherit the throne of the Holy Roman Empire on his death. Other countries, however, repudiated her claim to the throne on Charles' death, leading to the War of the Austrian Succession. Who was this woman, who became the Empress of Austria?

ANSWER: MARIA THERESA

Name the avant-garde Italian art movement, emphasizing dynamism and progress, which was first expounded in 1909 in the newspaper Le Figaro by Filippo Marinetti.

ANSWER:  FUTURISM
Once marketed as a sedative even for children, it is now used to treat AIDS, cancer and leprosy. Name this drug that became infamous in the 1960's after it was linked to birth defects in some 10,000 babies.

ANSWER: THALIDOMIDE
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. One-third of the oranges have been eaten so far this week. There are 12 oranges remaining. How many were there, originally?

ANSWER: 18
All questions © 2001 by Shawn Pickrell. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


