Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2001-02 season

Intramural Competition, Match #24


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the Intramural or Junior Varsity level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine, Bryce Avery and Andy Goss are the authors of these questions.

If individual Schools use these questions to conduct Scholastic Bowl practices or to hold Intramural competition, they must not release these questions to entities outside the school, as some Districts are using these questions as Junior Varsity-level packets.

If individual Districts use these questions to conduct a Junior Varsity Scholastic Bowl competition, they must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1. 
His second novel, And Hickman Arrives, was never completed because it was destroyed in a house fire.  Who was this writer, named after a philosopher, who wrote essays collected in his Shadow and Act as well as the novel Invisible Man?

ANSWER:  Ralph Waldo ELLISON
2. 
According to a study released by Philip Morris, smokers dying early deaths actually saved what country's government billions in healthcare and pension costs?

ANSWER: CZECH REPUBLIC

3. 
In most Microsoft applications, what key combination is used to "paste" something?

ANSWER: CONTROL-V

4. 
In 1759, he established a brewery at St. James' Gate in Dublin, one that eventually became the world's largest. Who was this man, whose namesake brown stout remains one of the world's most famous beers?

ANSWER: Arthur GUINNESS
5. 
From the Latin word for lime, what fifth-most abundant chemical element in the Earth's crust also forms 1.5% of the human body by mass, an essential component of bones and teeth?

ANSWER: CALCIUM
6.  
She tries first to win the heart of her friend Amelia Sedley's brother Joseph, but when that fails, she goes after Rawdon Crawley.  Who is this clever orphan, the main character in William Thackeray's Vanity Fair?

ANSWER:  BECKY SHARP (either name acceptable)

7.
On graph paper where 1 inch represents Cartesian distance 1, the graph of y = sin(x) is drawn to serve as the upper border of a shape whose lower border is the x-axis between x=0 and x=PI. How much area does this shape have in square inches?

ANSWER: 2 square inches

8. 
Excess bilirubin in the blood leads to what condition which is signified by a yellowing of the skin and eye whites?

ANSWER: JAUNDICE
9. 
When Sir Walter Raleigh returned to the colony on Roanoke Island, he discovered the colony vanished, except for one word carved on a tree. What was that word?

ANSWER: CROTOAN
10.  
Ferdinand VII converted it into an art gallery for good in 1818.  Bosch, Bruegel, Rubens, Velazquez, El Greco, and Goya have many paintings in what principal art museum of Spain, located in Madrid?

ANSWER:  PRADO Museum

11. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A woman has a 401(k), evenly divided between a stock market index fund and government bonds which return 5% annually. Assuming she had $100,000 in her 401(k) at the start of the year, and the stock market went down 10%, how much does she have in her 401(k) at the end of the year?

ANSWER: $97,500 

12.  
Caused by the release into the atmosphere of nitrogen oxide and sulfur dioxide, what type of precipitation has caused the deaths of forests and lake organisms?

ANSWER:  ACID RAIN

13. 
What term describes the rise in the average level of prices in an economy over time?

ANSWER: INFLATION
14. 
What four-letter word describes an often cruel initiation process into a sports team or a fraternity, or alternately describes smoke, dust and vapor in the atmosphere that reduces visibility greatly?

ANSWER: HAZE
15. 
On each disposable foil package, it says "Makes 2 quarts." The original flavors were Grape, Lemon Lime, Cherry, Orange, Raspberry and Strawberry. What is this popular drink mix personified by a giant pitcher with a penchant for breaking through brick walls?

ANSWER: KOOL-AID

Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.
1A.  
Jon Dos Passos wrote what trilogy, named after a country, which included The 42nd Parallel, 1919, and The Big Money?

ANSWER:  U.S.A. trilogy

1B. 
In what river valley were the cities of Mohenjo-Daro and Harappa located?

ANSWER: INDUS river valley

2A. 
While we know that Peking is going to host the 2008 Olympics, what city will be hosting the 2004 Olympics?

ANSWER: ATHENS
2B. 
Commonly known as a conifer, what type of vascular non-flowering plant has seeds which are not protected by an ovary?

ANSWER: GYMNOSPERM
3A. 
What mountain is the tallest in Africa?

ANSWER: KILIMANJARO
3B.  
Only two of which author's poems were published during her lifetime, as she withdrew from society to her home in Amherst to take care of her mother?

ANSWER:  Emily DICKINSON
4A. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the geometric mean of the numbers 5 and 15?

ANSWER: FIVE SQUARE ROOTS OF THREE
4B. 
What nation's composers wrote "The Cunning Little Vixen," "The Bartered Bride," and "From the New World"?

ANSWER:  CZECH Republic

5A. 
Saponification is a chemical process used most often in the manufacture of what common consumer product?

ANSWER: SOAP
5B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the area, in square inches, of a semicircle with a base of 6 inches?

ANSWER: 9PI square inches

6A.  
The waters of the Earth, a fraction of the crust, and the lower regions of the atmosphere make up what narrow, life-supporting zone on our planet?

ANSWER:  BIOSPHERE
6B. 
Who was the New Jersey governor that was the primary beneficiary of the split in the Republican Party during the 1912 election, emerging the winner?

ANSWER: Woodrow WILSON
7A. 
Henry V won a great victory in 1415 over the French at what battle in the Hundred Years' War?

ANSWER: AGINCOURT
7B.  
Illustrated by E.H. Shepard, what series of children's books by A.A. Milne centers on his son Christopher Robin and the son's teddy bear?

ANSWER:  Winnie-the-POOH Series

8A. 
What type of solid has opposite faces that are all parallelograms?

ANSWER: PARALLELPIPED
8B. 
Who was the coach of the Dallas Cowboys from 1960 until his forced retirement in 1988?

ANSWER: Tom LANDRY
9A. 
What name is given to the noun to which a pronoun is referring?

ANSWER: ANTECEDENTS
9B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the y-intercept of the equation 2X - Y = 8?

ANSWER: -8 (negative 8)

10A.  
Which jackal-headed Egyptian god presided over the funeral cult, including the weighing of the heart and embalming, eventually leading the dead to judgment?

ANSWER:  ANUBIS
10B. 
This mineral has only one function, which is to help in the creation of thyroxine. What is this mineral, whose deficiency is often the cause of a goiter?

ANSWER: IODINE
Third period: 15 tossups
1.  
A curvature of his spine led to his height of only four feet, six inches, providing a target for his critics.  Yet whose satirical wit and mastery of the heroic couplet style served him well in works such as The Rape of the Lock?

ANSWER:  Alexander POPE
2. 
A trial which has been marred by a fundamental error and must be started over, from the jury selection process, is called by what name?

ANSWER: MISTRIAL
3. 
What is the name for the hypothetical explosive event that gave rise to the known Universe?

ANSWER: BIG BANG
4. 
Whose "conjecture" states that if n is an even number greater than 2, there are always two prime numbers whose sum is n?

ANSWER: GOLDBACK'S conjecture

5.  
Founded in Weimar, political pressure forced it to move to Dessau in 1925.  Stressing a relationship between art and craft, what famous school of architecture was the brainchild of Walter Gropius?

ANSWER:  BAUHAUS
6. 
What sort of key has a large portion of the bit filed away, so it can open a variety of locks?

ANSWER: SKELETON key

7. 
Found naturally in compounds like ilmenite [ILL-ma-night] and rutile [ROO-tile], its dioxide form is the world's most popular chemical for making things white.  Name this strong and lightweight metallic element also used in aircraft parts and space capsules.

ANSWER: TITANIUM
8. 
Since the Americans knew the Japanese code, the Americans were able to inflict a crushing naval defeat on the Japanese, the first Japan had suffered in nearly 600 years. In early June 1942, the Americans were able to turn back the Japanese tide at what naval battle named an island to the northwest of Hawaii?

ANSWER: Battle of MIDWAY
9. 
Who is the Texas woman awaiting trial for murdering her five children, one after the other?

ANSWER: Andrea YATES
10. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the result of subtracting 1/8 from 2/5?

ANSWER: 11/40

11.  
"Howling" ones gash themselves with knives to demonstrate the miraculous feats possible to those who trust in Allah.  Better known, however, is the "whirling" variety of what Islamic religious mendicant, who dances ecstatically to claim communion with Allah?

ANSWER:  DERVISH
12.  
An innocent country girl, she is rescued from poverty by Charles Drouet, a traveling salesman.  Who is this title character who becomes a stage actress in a novel by Theodore Dreiser?

ANSWER:  SISTER CARRIE (Meeber)

13. 
What Soviet dictator attempted to modernize the Soviet economy by instituting a series of Five-Year Plans, and after being invaded in World War II, moved many industrial facilities into Siberia?

ANSWER: Josef STALIN
14. 
What name is given to the gravitational force exerted on a given mass?

ANSWER: WEIGHT
15. 
What name is given to the set of all points on a plane equidistant from a given point?

ANSWER: CIRCLE
SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

His play for voices, "Under Milk Wood," describes a day in the life of the residents of a small Welsh fishing village.  What alcoholic poet also wrote "Fern Hill" and "Do Not Go Gentle Into That Good Night?"

ANSWER:  Dylan THOMAS
Long before Liszt took up employment with the Esterhazy family, what teacher of Mozart and Beethoven wrote many works for Prince Nikolaus, including the "Joke Quartet," and the "Philosopher's Symphony," one of his 105 symphonies?

ANSWER:  Franz Joseph HAYDN
Added to steel to make it stronger and more elastic, it has the highest melting point of any metal.  What is this chemical element, also named wolfram, hence its symbol W?

ANSWER: TUNGSTEN
A fraction where the greatest common factor of the numerator and denominator is one is said to be expressed in what form?

ANSWER: LOWEST TERMS or REDUCED
What 1848 convention in New York, named for the town where it was held and led by Lucretia Mott and Elizabeth Cady Stanton, adopted several resolutions, including a demand for woman suffrage and for increased equality in employment and education for women?

ANSWER: SENECA FALLS Convention

All questions © 2001 by Shawn Pickrell. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


