Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2001-02 season

Regional Competition, Match #1

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the Regional level. Shawn Pickrell and Adam Fine are the authors of these questions.

Regions must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the Region competition or the schools that are members of the given Region before all Region champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all Region champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.  
James Fennimore Cooper utilized this concept, adapted from Rousseau and Chateaubriand, in his depiction of Uncas and Chingachgook (CHIN-ga-chook) in The Last of the Mohicans.  What Enlightenment idea espoused the virtuous innocence of non-Westernized peoples?

ANSWER:  NOBLE SAVAGE
2.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A pentagon has angles in the ratio 1:3:3:4:4 around the pentagon. What is the difference between the largest and smallest angles?

ANSWER: 108 degrees

3. 
He was the ruler of Rome when Caesar crossed the Rubicon. He then lost the battle of Pharsalus, and was assassinated in Egypt. Who was this man that served in the First Triumvirate with Crassus and Caesar?

ANSWER: Gnaeus POMPEIUS Magnus or POMPEY

4.  
Sea anemones (a-NEH-moh-nees) are one of the few multicellular organisms that replicate using this method.  What simplest form of asexual reproduction features the division of a usually one-celled organism into two “daughter cells?”

ANSWER:  BINARY FISSION
5.
Lamar Hunt founded it in 1959, and it began play the following year with eight teams, including the Dallas Texans, Houston Oilers, and Buffalo Bills.  What rival league played four Super Bowls as a separate entity before formally merging with the older NFL in 1970?

ANSWER:  AMERICAN FOOTBALL LEAGUE or AFL
6.
What is the capital of the Sudan?

ANSWER: KHARTOUM
7.  
Art lovers may not recognize the name Francesco Zanobi del Giocondo (jee-oh-CON-do), but his wife, with her subtle smile, was the subject of what famous Leonardo da Vinci’s portrait?

ANSWER:  MONA LISA
8.  
Crater Lake in Oregon is an example of what very large basin-shaped crater, found at the top of volcanoes where a peak has collapsed into an empty chamber beneath it?

ANSWER:  CALDERA
9.
What is the name of the vertical line that appears where your typing  will appear on the screen?

ANSWER: CURSOR
10.
With friends such as Beauty, Five Wits, Wealth and Strength, how can you go wrong? Well, very wrong indeed, if Death is knocking at your door and God is going to judge you. This is a description of what medieval morality play in which only Good Deeds remains to help the title character face his judgement?

ANSWER: EVERYMAN

11.  
In English folklore, what type of fairy was believed to kidnap children and lead travelers the wrong way, despite not carrying sugary-powdered “stix”?

ANSWER:  PIXIE
12.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the quantity (3x + 4y) squared?

ANSWER:  9x² + 24xy + 16y² (9 x squared plus 24xy plus 16 y squared)

13.
What word describes the process of concealing something in the hand for a magic trick, or the tree whose leaves were used to welcome Christ into Jerusalem on a Sunday named for this tree?

ANSWER: PALM
14.
In the early part of the 19th century, he built a number of steamship lines, but after the Civil War, he turned to railroads, creating the New York Central railroad. Who is this man, worth $100 million on his death, that gave $1 million to Central University in Nashville, which then became named after hmi?

ANSWER: Cornelius VANDERBILT
15.  
It is caused by a recessive allele; people with one of these alleles have only a mild form of it, and in addition have protection against malaria.  Those with two bad alleles, however, suffer from what disease, affecting red blood cells and hemoglobin, and causing anemia?

ANSWER:  SICKLE-CELL disease

Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.
Who is the protagonist of Frans Kafka’s novel, the Trial?

ANSWER: JOSEPH K.
1B.
Thomas Junta was charged for manslaughter in Massachusetts for killing the father of his son’s teammate in what sport?

ANSWER: HOCKEY
2A.
The Orange Free State was one of the founding provinces of what country in 1910?

ANSWER: Union of SOUTH AFRICA
2B.
What name is given to a series where each term is multiplied by a constant to yield the next term?

ANSWER: GEOMETRIC
3A.  
In biology, what name is given to an organism that has both male and female sex organs?

ANSWER:  HERMAPHRODITE
3B.
What type of conjunction connects clauses and is used to create a subordinate clause?

ANSWER: SUBORDINATING
4A.
Born David Evans, what lead guitarist of U2 was the vocalist for the song “Numb?”

ANSWER:  The EDGE 

4B.
How many atoms are in one molecule of acetic acid?

ANSWER: 8 (CH3CO2H is the formula.)

5A.
What number is the ratio of the circumference of a circle to its radius?

ANSWER: 2PI
5B.
What Spanish explorer explored much of the American Southwest in search of the fabled golden cities of Cibola?

ANSWER: Francisco CORONADO
6A.  
Henry Fleming receives his titular wound when a fellow soldier hits him in the head with the butt of a gun in what Civil War novel by Stephen Crane?

ANSWER:  THE RED BADGE OF COURAGE
6B.  
Jewish and Russian folk traditions influenced which artist, who completed twelve stained glass renditions of the tribes of Israel as well as the painting I And the Village?

ANSWER:  Marc CHAGALL
7A.
Someone who is on a temporary duty assignment is described by the military and diplomatic services as being on what three-letter abbreviation?

ANSWER: TDY
7B.
One millisecond can be divided into one million of what smaller unit of time?

ANSWER:  nanosecond
8A.
What “length” is the distance from a lens to its focus and is abbreviated with a lower-case f?

ANSWER: FOCAL length

8B.  
Six year-old Alabaman Louise Finch is better known by what nickname in a 1960 novel by Harper Lee?

ANSWER:  SCOUT
9A.
What chaotic East African country has become the next potential focus of US military force since al-Qa’eda has been driven from Afghanistan?

ANSWER: SOMALIA
9B.  
Making up only 2% of all DNA, what sequences of bases code for a protein, and are spliced together during RNA processing when introns are removed?

ANSWER:  EXONS
10A.
What adjective describes two lines that are on the same plane?

ANSWER: COPLANAR
10B.
East Pakistan no longer exists; it is today known as what country?

ANSWER: BANGLADESH
Third period: 15 tossups
1.  
He started as an illustrator, but Kenny’s Window was the first book he both wrote and illustrated.  Who is this children’s author of In the Night Kitchen and Where the Wild Things Are?

ANSWER:  Maurice SENDAK
2.
Due to their +2 oxidation number, they are very reactive and as thus are not found in nature. What is this group of elements which include Strontium, Calcium, Magnesium and Berylium?

ANSWER: ALKALINE EARTH metals, Group 2 or Group 2A, or ALKALI EARTH
3.
Two fortunate storms were able to thwart Mongol attempts to invade Japan. What name was given to these storms by the grateful Japanese, a name meaning “divine wind” in Japanese?

ANSWER: KAMIKAZE
4.  
Sanskrit for “greater vehicle,” it expounds the belief that Buddhist adherents must not only find individual enlightenment, but also become personal bodhisattvas and save others.  What is the name of this Buddhist sect, distinct from Theraveda?

ANSWER:  MAHAYANA Buddhism

5.
Regular polyhedra are also called what kind of solids, named for an ancient Greek philosopher?

ANSWER: PLATONIC solids

6.
In his farewell address, he warned of the dangers of the military-industrial complex. Oddly enough, he served as supreme commander of Allied forces in Europe during World War II. Who is this man that was President from 1953 to 1961?

ANSWER: Dwight D. EISENHOWER
7.  
What Italian composer dodged Council of Trent restrictions against polyphonic music in his Pope Marcellus Mass, and also was a master of the madrigal?

ANSWER:  Giovanni da PALESTRINA
8.
What is the fraction 4/5 (four-fifths) squared?

ANSWER:  16/25 (sixteen over twenty-five)

9.
In A Modest Proposal, Jonathan Swift proposed that the infants of what country be butchered to help alleviate English food shortages?

ANSWER: IRELAND
10.  
The islands in it are usually volcanic in origin, and are sometimes simply the tops of peaks surrounded by sea.  What general name is given to a group of islands, or in a Russian novelist’s case, a gulag?

ANSWER:  ARCHIPELAGO
11.
What is, in terms of the sine and cosine of A and B, the sine of the quantity A plus B?

ANSWER: sin(A) cos(B) + cos(A) sin(B)
12.
The Screwtape Letters consist of thirty-one letters written by a senior devil, Screwtape, to what junior devil who is also his nephew?

ANSWER: WORMWOOD
13.
What type of isomer is also known as a configurational isomer, and differ in their spatial arrangement?

ANSWER: STEREOISOMER or STRUCTURAL isomer

14.
Despite its reputation as a place of cruelty, captured Federal soldiers received the same rations as their Confederate captors. Some 13,000 Federal soldiers died at what Georgia prison during the Civil War?

ANSWER: ANDERSONVILLE
15.
Attorney General John Ashcroft has recused himself from the investigation into malfeasance at what energy company which recently declared bankruptcy?

ANSWER: ENRON
SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
1.
What name is given to the point where a planet is the farthest in its orbit from the Sun?

ANSWER: APHELION (do not accept apogee, as “gee” implies Earth and apogee only applies to the Earth.)

2.
What name is given to a legal document conveying title to a property?

ANSWER: DEED
3.  
Emanuel Schikaneder (SHIK-an-ay-der) wrote the libretto to this opera, which rearranged the fairy tale “Lulu” by turning the evil Sarastro into a noble character.  What 1791 opera of Mozart centers on the abduction of Pamina and a title instrument?

ANSWER:  “THE MAGIC FLUTE”
4.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What are the two values of x and y that solve these two equations:  4x + 3y = 12 and 2x - 6y = 36?

ANSWER:  x = 6; y = -4
5.
What word alternately describes a unit of weight equal to about 1/437th of an ounce, the “direction” the lines in a piece of wood take, or the edible, small, hard seed produced by cereal grasses?

ANSWER: GRAIN
All questions © 2001 by Shawn Pickrell. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


