Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2001-02 season

Regional  Competition, Match #5

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the Regional level. Shawn Pickrell and Adam Fine are the authors of these questions.

Regions must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the Region competition or the schools that are members of the given Region before all Region champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all Region champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.
On December 2, 1805, Napoleon won his most brilliant victory over the combined Austrian and Russian armies at what battle in what is now the Czech Republic?

ANSWER: AUSTERLITZ
2.  
He directed “Blackmail,” the first successful talking film in Britain.  What man completed “The Lady Vanishes” and “The Thirty-Nine Steps” in the UK before moving to Hollywood to make the films “Rebecca,” “Spellbound,” and “Vertigo?”

ANSWER:  Alfred HITCHCOCK
3.
100 years ago, this five-letter word had positive connotations, serving as an expression of approval, and was even used by Theodore Roosevelt to describe his office. What is this word, which today means a person who is regularly cruel, especially to smaller and weaker people?

ANSWER: BULLY
4.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  In the parabola y = x² + 2x – 8, at what coordinate point can you find the vertex?

ANSWER:  (-1, -9)
5.  
Today it is used occasionally for treating patients with chronic breathing problems, but what pressure ventilation chamber was used extensively to treat polio sufferers in the 1940s and ‘50s?

ANSWER:  IRON LUNG
6.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. If the side opposite a 30 degree angle in a triangle has a length of 5, what is the length of a side opposite a 60 degree angle in that same triangle?

ANSWER:5 sqrt(3)

7.
After his acquittal on “road rage” charges, he asked to receive compensation for over $6,000 of legal bills from Miami-Dade County, but will likely be turned down. Who is this man whose “road rage” charge did not receive as much publicity as his murder trial and civil suit over the death of his ex-wife Nicole and waiter Ron Goldman?

ANSWER: O.J. SIMPSON
8.
After the outbreak of World War II, he organized a Vietnamese independence movement, the Viet Minh. After the Geneva Conference of 1954, he became the first President of North Vietnam. Who was this man that was President until his 1969 death?

ANSWER: HO CHI MINH
9.  
“Abdomen” is defined as “the temple of the god Stomach” while an “academy” is “a modern school where football is taught.”  These are two of the definitions in what witty compilation by Ambrose Bierce, at first entitled The Cynic’s Word Book?

ANSWER:  The DEVIL’S DICTIONARY
10.
Fermentation can only produce alcohol up to a certain percentage before the fermenting organisms start to die of alcohol poisoning. What process is then used to produce higher alcohol-percentage beverages?

ANSWER: DISTILLING
11.  
Cotton Mather’s grandfather Richard was one of thirty Puritan ministers from the Massachusetts Bay Colony who in 1640 helped compile which religious hymn book, considered the first work of American literature?

ANSWER:  BAY PSALM Book

12.
Steph, Andy, Brand, Data, Mouth, Chunk, and Sloth were all characters in what 1985 Richard Donner-directed film classic about a group of kids who save their Oregon neighborhood by finding pirate captain One-Eyed Willy’s treasure?

ANSWER:  THE GOONIES
13.  
While amphibians and lizards have a small one, in birds it is pretty large because precise coordination is needed for flight.  Which part of the vertebrate brain controls muscle tone, movement, and balance?

ANSWER:  CEREBELLUM
14.
If a trash compactor can crush 84,000 Britney Spears CDs in an eight-hour day, how many CDs can it crush per minute?

ANSWER:  175 (84,000 divided by 8 divided by 60)

15.
Who, at the height of the Great Depression, announced “prosperity was just around the corner,” and was rewarded for his optimism by a crushing defeat in his 1932 re-election bid?

ANSWER: Herbert HOOVER
Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.
1A.
What is the chemical abbreviation of zirconium?

ANSWER: Zr
1B. 
He had two sons, each of whom fought on a different side during the Civil War. He was the candidate of the Southern Democrats during the 1860 Presidential election. Who was this man best-known for his attempt at forming a last-minute compromise to avoid war?

ANSWER: John CRITTENDEN
2A.
What is the center of the circle represented by the equation (x+3)2 + y2 = 100?

ANSWER: (-3, 0)
2B.
What is the first and last name of the wife that asserts her independence from her husband Torvald in the play A Doll’s House?

ANSWER: NORA HELMER
3A.
The Gulf of Bothnia is between Sweden and what other country?

ANSWER: FINLAND
3B.
Who is the current governor of Maryland?

ANSWER: Parris GLENDENING
4A.
Having seven fingers on each hand, seven toes on each foot and seven pupils in each eye did not stop what hero of early Irish literature and protagonist of the Ulster cycle?

ANSWER: CUCHULAIN (koo-CHOO-lain)

4B.
Magnitude and direction are a vector’s two components. While a letter “r” represents the magnitude, what Greek letter represents the direction?

ANSWER: THETA
5A.  
Mentioned in the book of Isaiah, what name is given to angels of the highest order, just above cherubim?

ANSWER:  SERAPHIM
5B.
In which quadrants does the secant have a positive value?

ANSWER: FIRST and FOURTH
6A.  
Which medical branch deals with the correction of disease or damage in bones and joints?

ANSWER:  ORTHOPEDICS
6B.
Asperger’s disorder is a milder variety of what form of mental disorder where sufferers have severe social phobias and suffer from general clumsiness?

ANSWER: AUTISM or AUTISTIC disorder

7A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the eccentricity of an ellipse with equation x²/25 (x squared over twenty-five) + y²/16 (y squared over sixteen) = 1?

ANSWER:  3/5 (three-fifths)

7B.
What type of phrase is being used in this sentence? I knew to avoid the hype.

ANSWER: INFINITIVE Phrase (to avoid the hype)

8A.
While Franklin Roosevelt’s programs were collectively known as the New Deal, which President’s programs were given the collective name, the New Frontier?

ANSWER: John F. KENNEDY
8B.
Professor of African-American studies Cornel West is clashing with newly-installed president Lawrence Summers at what university?

ANSWER: HARVARD
9A.  
“The deep and dank tarn at my feet closed sullenly and slightly over the fragments” of what title mansion in a morbid short story by Edgar Allan Poe?

ANSWER:  “The Fall of the HOUSE OF USHER” 

9B.  
Nitrate fertilizers, phosphates, and sewage can cause excessive growth of algae and bacteria in rivers and lakes.  These organisms use up oxygen, causing which phenomenon that makes these marine areas uninhabitable for animals?

ANSWER:  EUTROPHICATION
10A.  
First found in Peri and Monteverdi’s works, the “da capo” form of it features three sections, with the third repeating the first.  What name is given to a melodic solo song found within an opera?

ANSWER:  ARIA
10B.
If the limit of f of x minus f of c over the quantity f minus c exists, the function f of x is said to be what at the point c?

ANSWER: DIFFERENTIABLE
Third period: 15 tossups
1.
Who was the Holy Roman Emperor that accompanied the Third Crusade, and was named for his red beard?

ANSWER: FREDERICK BARBAROSSA
2.
What are the common factors of the numbers 12 and 42?

ANSWER:  1, 2, 3, and 6
3.  
In 1906 a German neuropathologist first described what degenerative disease that attacks the nerve cells and gray matter in the frontal and temporal lobes of the cerebrum, causing memory loss and dementia?

ANSWER:  ALZHEIMER’S Disease

4.
A co-owner of the magazine The Nation, he first achieved screen fame in “The Long Hot Summer” before starring in 1961’s “The Hustler.”  What actor won an Oscar for a re-make of “The Hustler” in 1987, “The Color of Money,” and is also known for his line of lemonade and salad dressing products?

ANSWER:  Paul NEWMAN

5.
Samuel Taylor Coleridge co-authored the poetry collection Lyrical Ballads with what poet of Tintern Abbey?

ANSWER: William WORDSWORTH

6.
Who is the scientist that proved the existence of the nucleus in his famous gold foil experiment?

ANSWER: Ernest RUTHERFORD
7.
In the plural, this five-letter word, which is six-letters in the plural, represents a payment made to compensate an injury or insult, and to make this word’s plural means to make up after an argument or insult. What is this word, which in the singular, means to change something, especially a law or the Constitution?

ANSWER: AMEND
8.
13 typically applies for individuals with regular income and reasonable debts. 12 is for family farmers. 9 is for municipalities. 11 is for companies and individuals who need to reorganize their debts. 7 is complete liquidation and splitting of assets. These are “chapters” of the legal code applying to what business action, typically done when debt reaches a too-high level?

ANSWER: BANKRUPTCY (prompt on “Chapters”)

9.  
In the Nibelungenlied (NEE-beh-loon-gen-leed), he wins Brunhild for his lord and marries that lord’s sister, but is later killed.  Who is this Germanic hero, also the central figure in Wagner’s (VAHG-ners) last two Ring Cycle operas?

ANSWER:  SIEGFRIED (or SIGURD)

10.
What type of triangle has one of its angles greater than 90 degrees?

ANSWER: OBTUSE
11.  
First opening in Arizona in 1991, what ecological test project attempted to recreate habitats and ecosystems found on Earth, with humans living in an enclosed, self-contained environment?

ANSWER:  BIOSPHERE 2 (feel free to deduct 500 points if someone says Biodome)

12.
A file with an extension of bmp (spell it out) is what type of file?

ANSWER: BITMAP (prompt on picture)

13.  
According to a tall-tale, who died with one hand on the whistle and one hand on the airbrake while conducting the Cannonball Express locomotive in 1900?

ANSWER:  CASEY JONES
14.  
Its first dancers came from the Moscow Orphanage in the 1770s.  After it staged “Swan Lake” in 1877, what ballet company surpassed the rival St. Petersburg-based Kirov Ballet in prominence?

ANSWER:  BOLSHOI Ballet

15.
A sleeping British sentry led to the capture of the also-sleeping garrison of what fort by the Green Mountain Boys, led by Ethan Allen?

ANSWER: Fort TICONDEROGA

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
1.
The novel Cry, the Beloved Country by Alan Paton is set in what country?

ANSWER: SOUTH AFRICA
2.  
What artistic form combines some painted and drawn parts with the pasting of various materials such as newspaper, fabric, or book pages to construct a complete design?

ANSWER:  COLLAGE
3.
Tilglathpileser (til-GLATH-pih-leh-ser) and Sennacherib were among the rulers of what ancient nation which ruled over most of the Fertile Crescent between the 12th and 7th centuries BC from their capital at Nineveh?

ANSWER: ASSYRIA
4.
The cotangent squared of x plus one equals what trigonometric function?

ANSWER: COSECANT SQUARED OF X
5.
What adjective describes a camera in which the lens is simply a very small hole?

ANSWER: PINHOLE camera (do not accept camera obscura, as that describes any camera)

All questions © 2001 by Shawn Pickrell. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


