Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2001-02 season

Regional  Competition, Match #8

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the Regional level. Shawn Pickrell and Adam Fine are the authors of these questions.

Regions must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the Region competition or the schools that are members of the given Region before all Region champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all Region champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.  
With his treatise Towards a New Architecture, he ushered in the architectural phase of his career, adopting a new name and befriending the Bauhaus leaders.  What architect designed Habitation Units, the city plan for Chandigarh, India, and Notre Dame-du-Haut?

ANSWER:  LE CORBUSIER (or Charles Edouard JEANNARET) 

2.
Who was the other party in the 1824 Supreme Court case Gibbons v. (BLANK), where the Supreme Court ruled that the federal government ruled supreme in matters of interstate commerce?

ANSWER: OGDEN
3.  
Gooper Pollitt and his wife try to obtain the property of Gooper’s dying father, Big Daddy, but his sister-in-law Maggie tells Big Daddy that she is pregnant with his other son Brick’s child in what 1955 play by Tennessee Williams?

ANSWER:  “CAT ON A HOT TIN ROOF”
4.
A quadrilateral which has one of its diagonals also as an axis of symmetry is classified as what kind of special quadrilateral?

ANSWER: KITE
5.  
The burrowing variety reaches a length of only about three feet, but the Reticulatus species can grow to over thirty feet.  Though nonvenomous, what type of snake often kept as a pet kills mammals by coiling around and suffocating them?

ANSWER:  PYTHON
6.
In what state is the largest American city named Flint located?

ANSWER: MICHIGAN
7.
What term describes a plane figure which has an internal angle greater than 180 degrees?

ANSWER: CONCAVE
8.  
The composer based the opera on one of his father’s law cases, involving a middle-aged actor who murdered his unfaithful young wife.  What 1892 Italian opera, the second by Ruggero Leoncavallo (lee-on-ca-VIE-oh), features a play-within-a-play, with Canio playing the title clown?

ANSWER:  “ I PAGLICACCI” 

9.  
The granitic type forms from the melting of sedimentary rocks in lower areas of the crust, while the basaltic type comes from the upper mantle.  What combination of gases, liquids, crystals, and rock fragments forms the basis of igneous rocks and when erupted from a volcano becomes lava? 

ANSWER:  MAGMA
10.
What five-letter word describes an instrumental composition of a series of dances in the same or related keys, a set of matching furniture, or a series of connected rooms intended to be used as a living unit, such as those found in a hotel?

ANSWER: SUITE
11.
At what coordinate point do the two asymptotes of the function y = (x²-3x)/(x²-9) (the quantity x squared minus 3x over the quantity x squared minus 9) intersect?

ANSWER:  (-3, 1)
12.  
They are often composed of three segments:  a scape connected to the head, a pedicel in the middle, and a long flagellum at the top.  What are these appendages on the heads of crustaceans and insects used as sensory organs?

ANSWER:  ANTENNAE
13.
What “theory” stated that allowing one country to fall to Communist rule would cause other counties in the area to be destabilized and also fall to Communism?

ANSWER: DOMINO theory

14.  
The author divided the work into three parts, concerning God and Universe, human ethics, and Christ and the sacraments respectively.  In what treatise is Aristotelian logic used to prove Christian doctrines, as argued by author Thomas Aquinas?

ANSWER:  SUMMA THEOLOGIA (or SUMMA THEOLOGICA)

15.  
Which children’s author created a neighborhood with the characters Henry Huggins, his dog Ribsy, and the two Quimby sisters Beezus and Ramona?     

ANSWER:  Beverly CLEARY
Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.
1A.
What term is used to describe a bond that has finished paying off interest and can be paid off in full?

ANSWER: MATURED

1B.
At the end of the novel Emma, who does Emma finally marry?

ANSWER: GEORGE KNIGHTLY (accept Mr Knightly)

2A.  
The eleventh-century scholar Rashi provided the most important annotation to this work, which was in itself a commentary on the Gemara and Mishnah.  What is this important discussion on Jewish law and practices?

ANSWER:  TALMUD
2B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the slope, in lowest terms, between the points (-2, 6) and (12, 12)?

ANSWER:  3/7 (seven-thirds)

3A.
The poem Ode to Joy was set to music by Beethoven in his Ninth Symphony. Who was the original author of the poem, Ode to Joy?

ANSWER: Friedrich SCHILLER
3B.
What color does a piece of litmus paper turn in the presence of a base?

ANSWER: BLUE
4A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the square root of 1156?

ANSWER:  34

4B.
Who ruled Yugoslavia from 1946 until his death in 1980, maintaining the fiction of unity in that country?

ANSWER: Josep Broz TITO
5A.
Current times resistance equals potential. This is a statement of what important electrical law?

ANSWER: OHM’S law

5B.  
Often portrayed as silent but wise, in Scandinavian mythology, who is the supreme goddess that presides over marriage and is the principal wife of Odin?

ANSWER:  FRIGGA (or FRIGG)

6A.
What dynasty of English kings was started with four kings named George?

ANSWER: HANNOVER
6B.  
His 1959 play “A Loss of Roses” failed on Broadway, and he wrote little in the decade afterward, leading up to his 1973 suicide.  Who, however, achieved great success prior to that with “Come Back, Little Sheba” and “Bus Stop?”

ANSWER:  William INGE
7A.
What is the largest denomination Euro bills will come in?

ANSWER: 500 euros

7B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the area of a trapezoid with bases of 6 and 8 and a height of 12?

ANSWER: 84
8A.
Heathcliff is the brooding hero of what novel by Emily Bronte?

ANSWER: WUTHERING HEIGHTS
8B.
In the British method of counting, how many millions are in a billion?

ANSWER: ONE MILLION, hence references to 4 thousand million

9A.
A solid figure has 10 vertices which form 16 edges. How many faces does this object have?

ANSWER: 8
9B.
Can you name any of the three kingdoms that arose after the downfall of the Han dynasty in 220 AD?

ANSWER: WEI / WU / SHU
10A.
What are three of the four elements found in caffeine?

ANSWER: HYDROGEN, CARBON, OXYGEN, NITROGEN
10B.
In what fictional town would you currently find the UPN characters Anya, Xander, Giles, Dawn, and Buffy?

ANSWER:  SUNNYDALE
Third period: 15 tossups
1.  
It was the first of a series of books written to support a kindergarten training school run by its author, Kate Douglas Wiggin.  What children’s novel tells the story of a ten-year old girl sent to live with her aunts Miranda and Jane in a Maine village?

ANSWER:  REBECCA OF SUNNYBROOK FARM
2.  
He composed four symphonic poems under the influence of Franz Liszt, including the “Danse macabre.” (ma-CAWB-ruh)  What Frenchman later created the opera “Samson and Delilah” as well as the work “Carnival of the Animals?”

ANSWER:  Camille SAINT-SAENS (san-SAHNS)  

3.
“No man shall be distracted to do more service for a Knights fee, nor any freehold, than therefore is due.” “The city of London shall have all the old liberties and customs, which it hath been used to have.” These are among the provisions of what declaration that various barons forced King John to sign in 1215?

ANSWER: MAGNA CARTA
4.
This simplest of intermolecular forces arise from the weak attractive force of the electrons of one molecule for the nucleus of another molecule. As it can occur between any two molecules, the polarity of the molecules is irrelevant. What is this force which is very weak and named for its discoverer?

ANSWER: LONDON dispersal force

5.
What term describes two sets whose intersection is the empty set?

ANSWER: DISJOINT
6.
What four-letter word describes something that is the latest fad, as in “It’s all the (BLANK) on campus”, or a sudden fit of anger?

ANSWER: RAGE
7.  
What symbiotic relationship involves a host organism adversely affected by another organism, which uses the host for metabolism and nutrition?

ANSWER:  PARASITISM (or PARASITE)

8.
Hanna-Barbera’s first foray into a half-hour prime-time series was show that debuted in 1960, set in a fictional prehistoric town and featuring, among others, Mel Blanc as the voice of Barney Rubble?

ANSWER:  THE FLINTSTONES
9.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the volume of a cylinder with a radius of 4 inches and a height of 8 inches?

ANSWER: 128 cubic inches

10.
Joseph Glidden invented what material which essentially brought the free-range cattle era to an end, by ensuring that cattle could not enter an area bordered by this material?

ANSWER: BARBED WIRE
11.  
It is a transparent form of the mineral beryl that owes its color to small amounts of chromic oxide.  What precious gem, the birthstone of May, is known primarily for its green color?

ANSWER:  EMERALD
12.
What name is given to the ability of a variable to have more than one type?

ANSWER: POLYMORPHISM
13.
Phoebus, Frollo, Esmerelda and Quasimodo are the main characters of what Victor Hugo novel?

ANSWER: THE HUNCHBACK OF NOTRE-DAME
14.
What term is used in anthropology and sociology to describe the movement of populations between or within countries?

ANSWER: MIGRATION
15.
Angela Merkel and Edmund Stoiber and their parties, the Christian Democratic Union and the Christian Social Union, are holding hope that they might take power from the Social Democrats and Greens in what European country?

ANSWER: GERMANY
SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

1.
What are the first seven words of the Declaration of Independence?

ANSWER: WHEN IN THE COURSE OF HUMAN EVENTS
2.  
Specifically, it is the campanile of the cathedral complex, completed in 1350 in the Romanesque style.  What Italian structure has its most famous attribute due to an uneven settling of the ground when it was constructed, causing it to tilt over five degrees from the perpendicular?

ANSWER:  The LEANING TOWER OF PISA
3.
In the “Fastest Finger Contest” on “Who Wants to Be a Millionaire,” assuming zero knowledge, what are the odds a contestant could randomly select the four ANSWER choices and be correct?

ANSWER:  1/24 (one in twenty-four, because it is four factorial)

4.  
It can kill hard-shelled animals by using its radula to drill a hole through the shell and then inject tryamine poison through its salivary glands.  What mollusk escapes enemies by ejecting clouds of ink, and has a ring of eight tentacles around its mouth?

ANSWER:  OCTOPUS
5.
Who is the author of the children’s books Are you there, God? It’s Me, Margaret and Superfudge?

ANSWER: Judy BLUME
All questions © 2001 by Shawn Pickrell. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


