Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2002-03 season

District Competition, Match #4

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine and Christopher Moretti are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.
Part of NOAA, it runs three offices in Kansas City, Miami, and Camp Springs, Maryland.  For ten points, what service issues notices such as flood watches and severe thunderstorm warnings?

ANSWER:  NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE
2.
For 10 points, what novel by Edith Wharton has the characters Zeena and Mattie? 

ANSWER: ETHAN FROME
3.
For 10 points, Lesotho is entirely surrounded by what country?

ANSWER: LESOTHO
4.
He is the author of the books A Pirate Looks at Fifty and Where Is Joe Merchant, although he is better known as a singer. For 10 points, who is this singer whose greatest hits album, Songs You Know By Heart, contains the songs Volcano, Come Monday, Cheeseburger in Paradise and of course, Margaritaville?

ANSWER: Jimmy BUFFETT
5.
The first example of this was Edward Jenner using the cowpox virus. For 10 points, what is this form of disease control that uses a weakened form of a disease in order to prevent a deadly disease such as smallpox?

ANSWER:  VACCINE (or VACCINATION) 

6.
For 10 points, what general commanded American forces in Europe during World War I?

ANSWER: John J. PERSHING
7.
Born from the slime that covered the Earth after the Flood, it lived in the caves of Mount Parnassus, and threatened Leto until her son Apollo shot it with silver arrows.  For ten points, what serpent of Delphi has the same name as a large snake that kills its victims by coiling around and strangling them?

ANSWER: PYTHON
8.
Mix an acid and a base with water, and two substances will form. One of the substances is water, the other, for 10 points, is what type of neutral substance, the most famous of which is sodium chloride?

ANSWER: SALT
9.
For 10 points, the e-mail program Eudora is named for what Mississippi writer?

ANSWER: Eudora WELTY

10.
For 10 points, what private detective, a creation of Dashiell Hammett, sought the Maltese Falcon?

ANSWER: Sam SPADE
11.
The American crocodile, the brown pelican, the ocelot, and the California condor are all animals, for ten points, given what nearly-extinct designation?

ANSWER:  ENDANGERED species


12.
A plus B equals B plus A.  For 10 points, what arithmetic property does this equation demonstrate?

ANSWER: COMMUTATIVE  (property of addition)

13.
When the word secret follows this word, it refers to some method, formula or device that gives one company an advantage over its competitors. When the word union follows this word, it refers to a labor union where all the members practice the same occupation. For 10 points, what is this word that, when followed by the word wind, refers to the consistent winds of the tropics that helped merchants sail their ships?

ANSWER: TRADE
14. 
One of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World was the temple to Artemis in, for 10 points, what city in Asia Minor?

ANSWER: EPHESUS (eh-PHEH-sus)

15.
For 10 points, Rebekah Revels and Misty Clymer represented what state in the Miss America pageant?

ANSWER: NORTH CAROLINA
Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.
What word can refer to the failure to hit a target or to a young unmarried woman?

ANSWER: MISS
1B.
In a Saturday service at a synagogue, the first aliyah is traditionally given to a member of what group descended from the priests?

ANSWER:  KOHANIM (or KOHAN or KOHEN)

2A.
What environmental group’s flagship is known as the Rainbow Warrior? 

ANSWER: GREENPEACE
2B.
For ten points, which Swiss mathematician first introduced the symbol Σ (SIGMA) for summation, f(x) for functions, and e for the base of the natural logarithm?

ANSWER:  Leonhard EULER (OY-ler)

3A.
The hit song “Jenny” by Tommy Tutone has led to most area codes not having what telephone number?

ANSWER: 867-5309 

3B.
What name is given to an angle whose vertex is on the edge of a circle and whose sides are chords of the circle?

ANSWER: INSCRIBED
4A.
What is the name of the process by which vapor molecules form a liquid?

ANSWER: CONDENSATION
4B.
What is the translation of the Spanish phrase “Yo soy el rey” (yoh soy el ray)?

ANSWER: I AM THE KING
5A.
What is a line segment with endpoints on a circle that does not pass through the circle’s center?

ANSWER: CHORD
5B. 
The Revolutionary War’s battle of Cowpens occurred in what state?

ANSWER: SOUTH CAROLINA
6A.
What Indian-born author wrote the novels Ground Beneath Her Feet, The Satanic Verses, and Midnight’s Children?

ANSWER:  Salman RUSHDIE
6B.
Recent UN conferences on racism and global sustainable development were held in what country?

ANSWER: SOUTH AFRICA

7A. 
Who was the electrician that organized the trade union Solidarity and was Poland’s first post-Communist President?

ANSWER: Lech WALESA
7B.
What character is used as the dereference operator in C and C++?

ANSWER: AMPERSAND or AND sign

8A.
What Austrian composed the “Nelson Mass,” the “Emperor Quartet,” and the “Clock Symphony?”

ANSWER:  Franz Joseph HAYDN
8B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Voltage, V, in an electric current varies directly with current, I, If I = 40 when V = -0.06, what is V when I = 6?

ANSWER: V = -0.009
9A.
What name is given to individuals that have two identical alleles for a given trait?

ANSWER:  HOMOZYGOUS
9B.
Who wrote the novel, The Bell-Jar?

ANSWER: Sylvia PLATH

10A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the value of 10! (ten factorial) over 9! (nine factorial) ?

ANSWER: 10
10B. 
What plan, named for the US Vice President that created it, enabled Germany to speedily pay off its debts from World War I?

ANSWER: DAWES Plan

Third period: 15 tossups
1.
Bodies of liturgy that originated in the second millennium BCE, they grew around the soma ritual; commentaries on them are called the Upanishads.  For ten points, what oldest group of hymns written in archaic Sanskrit are considered to be the most sacred books of Hinduism?

ANSWER:  VEDAS (VAY-das)

2. 
According to Sumerian legends, he ruled between 2334 and 2279 BC. Most of his reign was spent conquering the city-states of Mesopotamia, and his empire fell apart shortly after his death. For 10 points, who is this man whose capital, Akkad, has never been found?

ANSWER: SARGON I

3.
For ten points, who was the author of “Ajax,” “Oedipus the King,” and “Antigone” (an-TIH-go-nee)?

ANSWER:  SOPHOCLES (SAW-fo-cleez)

4.
For 10 points, who served as President before Abraham Lincoln?

ANSWER: James BUCHANAN
5.
It basically consists of a head with a nucleus and a flagellum, but little cytoplasm.  Responsible for initiating egg development via fertilization, for ten points, what mobile cell serves as the male gamete for animals and lower plants?

ANSWER:  SPERM cell (or SPERMATOZOON)

6.
For ten points, what poet wrote the Metamorphoses?

ANSWER:  OVID (AH-vid)

7.
His father Leopold published a treatise on violin making in the year he was born, 1756.  A virtuoso along with his sister Maria Anna, for ten points, what child went on to compose over 40 symphonies, including “Prague” and “Jupiter?”

ANSWER:  Wolfgang Amadeus MOZART (MOAT-zart)

8.
The prototype for this SI unit is made of platinum and iridium, and is stored in the International Bureau of Weights and Measures in France. For 10 points, what is this SI unit of mass?

ANSWER: KILOGRAM
9.
In the upper background is a small picture showing a nondescript gray landscape.  Officially titled Arrangement in Gray and Black No. 1, for ten points, what famous 1872 American painting shows a seated maternal figure in profile?

ANSWER:  WHISTLER’S MOTHER (accept official title until mentioned)

10.
For 10 points, what structure created Lake Mead and can provide power for up to 750,000 people?

ANSWER: HOOVER DAM
11.
It denotes the sum of all biochemical reactions that take place within an organism’s cells, comprised of producing substances from smaller components (anabolism), and breaking down molecules (catabolism).  For ten points, when it slows down in humans, what process makes it more difficult for them to stay thin?

ANSWER:  METABOLISM
12.
Despite making the semifinals of Wimbledon at 16, she has never won a tennis tournament. After crashing out in the first round of Wimbledon and the US Open, her trip to the finals of the Shanghai Open in September marked a remarkable turnaround for this tennis player. For 10 points, who is this Russian better known, perhaps, for her looks than her backhand?

ANSWER: Anna KOURNIKOVA
13.
It begins at the junction of the Lualab (LOO-ah-lahb) and Luapula (LOO-ah-poo-lah) rivers in the country for which it is named. For 10 points, what is this river that is the second longest in Africa?

ANSWER: CONGO River (accept ZAIRE River)

14.
A homosexual named Molina and a political prisoner named Paz share time in an Argentinian jail cell in, for ten points, what foremost novel by Manuel Puig (PWEEG), made into a 1985 film starring Raul Julia and William Hurt?

ANSWER:  The KISS OF THE SPIDER WOMAN
15.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the solution, or intersection, of the equations 3X + 4Y = 18 and X + 2Y = 8?

ANSWER: (2,3) or X=2, Y=3

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

1.
The term is often used today to refer to the conventional in a derogatory sense, as in the phrase “(BLANK) values”. It was originally meant to refer to people such as manufacturers, shopkeepers and merchants – that is, the winners under capitalism. For 10 points, what is this Marxist term, the natural enemy of the proletariat?

ANSWER: BOURGEOIS (boor-ZHWAH)

2.
For 10 points, what is the noun form of the word “redundant”?

ANSWER: REDUNANCY
3.
Start with any whole number.  Add to it the number formed by reversing its digits.  To this sum, add the number formed by reversing the sum’s digits.  For 10 points, by continuing this process what interesting numerical form will always be reached?

ANSWER: A PALINDROME (a number read the same way forwards and backwards)

4.
Newtons per meter squared is a synonym of, for 10 points, what SI unit of pressure?

ANSWER: PASCAL
5.
U.S. District judge Royce Lambeth held her in contempt for her Cabinet department’s management of a trust fund that handles hundreds of millions of royalties from Indian land. For 10 points, who is this Colorado woman, currently Secretary of the Interior?

ANSWER: Gale NORTON
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