Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2002-03 season

District Competition, Match #10

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine and Christopher Moretti are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A two-by-two matrix has elements a and b in its first row, and elements c and d in its second row.  For 10 points, what is the determinant of the matrix?

ANSWER: AD-BC (AD minus BC)

2.
For 10 points, what French Revolutionary figure was assassinated by Charlotte Corday while lying in his bathtub?

ANSWER: Jean-Paul MARAT
3.
Located 45 miles east of the port of Jidda on the Red Sea, it was ruled successively by Carmathians, Mamelukes, and Ottoman Turks.  For ten points, what city in the Hejaz region of Saudi Arabia is home to the Great Mosque, destination of the hajj for Muslims, as it was the city where Mohammed was born?

ANSWER:  MECCA
4.
It is the distance from a lens or mirror to the image it forms of an object that is infinitely far away. For 10 points, this is what length?

ANSWER: FOCAL
5.
For 10 points, what author is best known for his Civil War novel, The Red Badge of Courage?

ANSWER: Stephen CRANE
6.
Melanie Brown, Emma Bunton, Melanie Chisholm, Geri Halliwell and of course Victoria Beckham were, for 10 points, the original five members of what pop group?

ANSWER: SPICE GIRLS
7.
For ten points, the authors Tobias Smollett, James Barrie, and Robert Burns all hail from what nation of the United Kingdom?

ANSWER:  SCOTLAND
8.
Triclinic, monoclinic, orthorhombic (or-tho-ROM-bic), and hexagonal are among the seven classifications of, for ten points, what solid material whose atoms are arranged in a definite three-dimensional pattern?

ANSWER:  CRYSTAL

9.
By the 12th century, this empire had extended from central Thailand all the way to southeast Vietnam. Its capital at Angkor included magnificent architecture and sculpture. For 10 points, what is this empire whose name indicates that its power was centered in Cambodia?

ANSWER: KHMER Empire

10.
For ten points, who was the French author of the 101-poem collection The Flowers of Evil?

ANSWER:  Charles BAUDELAIRE (bow-de-LAIR)

11.
Reaction to this law was so violent, that on November 1, 1765, when it was supposed to go into effect, there was not a single commissioner in the colonies to collect the tax, and it was abolished a year later. For 10 points, what was this tax, which was to have been levied on newspapers, legal documents and even playing cards?

ANSWER: STAMP ACT or STAMP TAX
12.
Commands in this type of programming language, which is different for different types of CPU’s, include add, sub, mov and set. This type of language is very different on RISC and CISC machines. For 10 points, what is this type of programming language that is one step above the basic machine language of 1’s and 0’s?

ANSWER: ASSEMBLY language (accept ASSEMBLER)
13.
Police inspector Javert (zha-VAIR) constantly hounds Jean Valjean (ZHAN val-ZHAN) in, for ten points, what 1862 Victor Hugo novel?

ANSWER:  LES MISERABLES (lay miz-er-AHB)

14.
An example of this is remembering the first letters of the Great Lakes as HOMES. For 10 points, what is the name of a technique or strategy consciously used to improve memory?

ANSWER: MNEMONIC
15.
Zeus, raised as an infant by the daughters of King Melisseus (meh-LISS-ee-us), thanked them by breaking a horn off of the goat Amalthea, endowing it with the power to supply everlasting food and drink.  For ten points, what is this horn of plenty, now a symbol of Thanksgiving?


ANSWER: CORNUCOPIA
Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.
A liturgy relating to the “seven last words on the Cross” is read in the afternoon on what holiday?

ANSWER:  GOOD FRIDAY
1B.
What title character has an adulterous affair with Count Vronsky but later commits suicide by leaping under a train in a Leo Tolstoy novel?

ANSWER:  ANNA KARENINA
2A.
In his doctoral dissertation, what German proved the fundamental theorem of algebra, and later developed the least-squares method and the bell curve?

ANSWER:  Carl Friedrich GAUSS
2B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. The cosine of a third quadrant angle is -4/5.  What is the sine of that angle?

ANSWER: -3/5 or NEGATIVE THREE-FIFTHs

3A.
What country did Marines invade in 1983 to overthrow hardline Marxist leader Bernard Coard?

ANSWER: GRENADA
3B.
What country won the World Basketball Championships held this summer in Indianapolis?

ANSWER: YUGOSLAVIA (accept Serbia & Montenegro)

4A.
What family is the centerpiece of the novel Little Women?

ANSWER: MARCH
4B.
What is the minimum number of members of a club or organization that must be present at a meeting in order to conduct business?

ANSWER: QUORUM
5A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the distance between the points (8,1) and (9, -3?

ANSWER: √17 (the square root of 17)

5B.
What is the name of an ion which can contain both a positive and negative charge, whose name comes from the German word for “two”?

ANSWER: ZWITTERION
6A.
Robert Mugabe is the President of what African country?

ANSWER: ZIMBABWE
6B.
In the sentence, “Everyone had been informed of the new rules;” for 10 points, what type of pronoun is “Everyone?” 

ANSWER: INDEFINITE
7A.
Also known as a woodbine or American ivy, it contains five leaflets. What is this plant, named in part after the state in which you reside?

ANSWER:  VIRGINIA CREEPER
7B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the value of i to the fourth power?

ANSWER: 1

8A. 
What Roman Emperor was allegedly fiddling while Rome burned in the Great Fire of 64 AD?

ANSWER: NERO 

(NOTE: The fiddle had not yet been invented.)

8B.
His only full-length opera was composed late in life – 1951’s “The Rake’s Progress.”  What Russian composer broke through forty years earlier with “The Firebird” and “Petrushka?”

ANSWER:  Igor STRAVINSKY
9A.
What word comes from two Greek words meaning “fear” and “stranger”?

ANSWER: XENOPHOBIA
9B.
Who was the leader of the Soviet Union between 1964 and 1982?

ANSWER: Leonid (LEE-oh-nid) BREZHNEV (BREZH-neff)

10A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A store owner buys produce for M cents per dozen items.  The store sells the produce at one-sixth M per item.  What is the store’s profit, in cents, on one dozen items?

ANSWER: M cents
10B.
What vector property of an object contains both its speed and direction?

ANSWER: VELOCITY
Third period: 15 tossups
1.
His career included a stint as Senator from Ohio and an unsuccessful Presidential campaign in 1984. For 10 points, who was this man whose biggest fame lies in being the first American to orbit the Earth?

ANSWER: John GLENN
2.
A dentist is someone who puts metal in your mouth and pulls coins out of your pocket. A liar is a lawyer with a roving commission. A saint is a dead sinner, revised and edited. For 10 points, these definitions come from what book by Ambrose Bierce? 

ANSWER: The DEVIL’S DICTIONARY
3.
For 10 points, what golf club hosts the Masters?

ANSWER: AUGUSTA National 

4.
The steps of the Lincoln Memorial will soon have a new plaque honoring, for 10 points, what man who on August 28, 1963, delivered his famous “I Have a Dream” speech?

ANSWER: Martin Luther KING, Jr.

5.
It can actually be found in two separate silicate mineral species, one of which is the less valuable nephrite.  Over the years the Chinese have given human attributes to, for ten points, what semiprecious, usually green gemstone?

ANSWER:  JADE
6.
For 10 points, who was the thirteenth President?

ANSWER: Millard FILLMORE
7.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, how many 2 digit numbers greater than 21 can be made using different numbers from the set {1, 2, 3} ?

ANSWER: 3
8.
When preceded by over, it means the amount of excess money taken from a checking account. In business and in schoolwork, this refers to the preliminary outline of a report. For 10 points, what is this system where young men are randomly selected for military service?

ANSWER: DRAFT
9.
For ten points, what work of Felix Mendelssohn, incidental music to his “A Midsummer Night’s Dream,” is often played right after a bride and groom are officially married?

ANSWER:  The WEDDING MARCH
10.
It has a boiling point of 80.2 Celsius and a distinctive smell. In fact, it is the archetypical aromatic compound. For 10 points, what is this organic compound with formula C6H6 with the carbon atoms arranged in a planar ring?

ANSWER: BENZENE
11.
For ten points, what vertebrate class includes the caecilians (sih-SIL-yuns), salamanders, toads, and frogs?

ANSWER:  AMPHIBIA (or AMPHIBIANs)

12.
Found in abundance in Virginia, for ten points, what plant’s leaves are cured into products such as snuff and cigarettes?

ANSWER:  TOBACCO
13.
For ten points, what term, derived from the Portuguese for “an irregularly shaped pearl” but also used to mean “grotesque,” is used to describe European art of the seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries?

ANSWER:  BAROQUE

14.
Lawton, Broken Arrow, Edmond, Norman and Muskogee are cities in, for 10 points, what state which also includes Tulsa?

ANSWER: OKLAHOMA
15.
The Greek word chronos (KROH-nohs) and the Latin word tempus translate to what English word?

ANSWER: TIME
SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

1.
He is not officially a suspect. Instead, the FBI is calling him a “person of interest”. Louisiana State University fired him in September. He had worked at Fort Detrick until 1999, where he could have gotten access to anthrax. For 10 points, who is this man that has been most prominently named in connection with the anthrax mailings?

ANSWER: Stephen HATFILL
2.
It begins in the Black Forest of Germany and flows 1,766 miles in a southeast direction. It flows through the cities of Belgrade and Budapest. For 10 points, what is this river that empties into the Black Sea?

ANSWER: DANUBE River

3.
Valerian Street and his wife have two servants named Sydney and Ondine. Sydney and Ondine’s niece, Jadine, has an affair with an escaped criminal named Son, which she eventually breaks off. All this is life on a Caribbean island in, for 10 points, what Toni Morrison novel named for a sticky device?

ANSWER: TAR BABY
4.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the arithmetic mean of 15, 17, and 28?

ANSWER: 20

5.
It is actually a yucca plant, with stiff, pointy leaves and white flowers.  For ten points, what plant found in North American deserts was named by Mormons after a Biblical figure, and shares its name with a California park as well as a U2 album?

ANSWER:  JOSHUA TREE
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