Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2002-03 season

District Competition, Match #11

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine and Christopher Moretti are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.
For 10 points, what principle that states that no more than two electrons can occupy the same orbital, and that they must have different spins?

ANSWER: PAULI exclusion principle

2.
Bush Sends Troops to West Nile and Al-Qaeda Allegedly Engaging in Telemarketing were two of the headlines in, for 10 points, what satirical newspaper based in Madison, Wisconsin, with a popular Web site that has published the books Our Dumb Century and Finest News Reporting?

ANSWER: THE ONION (accept theonion.com)

3.
For 10 points, what junior crew member on the Pequod was the narrator of Moby Dick?

ANSWER: ISHMAEL
4.
For 10 points, what Russian czarina ruled between 1762 and 1796?

ANSWER: CATHERINE (II) the Great

5.
For ten points, what volcanic glassy igneous rock, usually black, was used by Native Americans to make knives and arrowheads?

ANSWER:  OBSIDIAN
6.
For ten points, what mineral is combined with zinc to make brass, and used to be the main constituent of pennies?

ANSWER:  COPPER
7.
For ten points, what collection of prayers to Amon-Re and Osiris often accompanied pharaohs in their tombs in order to aid their transition to the next world?

ANSWER: BOOK OF THE DEAD
8.
Joseph Hooker had outmaneuvered Robert E. Lee, but then failed to deliver the killing blow. Lee was then able to split his army and, in the most brilliant victory of his career, defeat the Union forces. For 10 points, what was this May 1863 battle in which his trusted lieutenant, Stonewall Jackson, was accidentally shot by his own men?

ANSWER: CHANCELLORSVILLE
9.
In January, she was arrested for trying to buy Xanax with a false prescription. In July, she was caught stealing drugs from her rehab center. And now, in September, she was caught with crack cocaine in her shoe. Of course, since her father is the chief law enforcement officer in her state, she might get off easily. For 10 points, who is this multiple offender who is also the daughter of Florida governor Jeb Bush?

ANSWER: NOELLE BUSH
10.
For ten points, who was the German author of The Glass Bead Game and Steppenwolf?

ANSWER:  Hermann HESSE
11.
In 1995, Andrew Wiles published a proof to the thesis that “when n is greater than two, there are no positive integer solutions to the equation x to the n plus y to the n equals z to the n.”  For 10 points, what theorem was proven in Wiles’ text Modular Elliptic Curves?

ANSWER: FERMAT’S LAST THEOREM
12.
For ten points, what former Nation of Islam leader was gunned down in the Audubon Ballroom in Manhattan?

ANSWER:  MALCOLM X
13.
The wheel and axle, pulley, screw, inclined plane, wedge and lever are, for 10 points, what type of device capable of making the performance of mechanical work easier? 

ANSWER: (Simple) MACHINEs

14.
For 10 points, what nation was the first nation to fall to Hitler in World War II, doing so in October 1939?

ANSWER: POLAND
15.
For 10 points, what name is shared by a V-shaped object for drawing circles and with an object used to determine geographic directions? 

ANSWER: COMPASS
Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.
Whose chemical law states that the pressure of a fixed amount of an ideal gas is inversely proportional to its volume at a constant temperature?

ANSWER: BOYLE’S Law

1B.
What part of the flower contains the style, stigma, and ovary, and is thus its female reproductive organ?

ANSWER:  PISTIL
2A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the distance between the points (-3, 4) and (1, 9)?

ANSWER: SQUARE ROOT OF 41
2B.
What is the fifth letter of the Greek alphabet?

ANSWER: EPSILON
3A.
Adherents of which religion recite the Shema (sheh-MAH) prayer daily?

ANSWER: JUDAISM
3B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the square root of 325 fully simplified?

ANSWER: 5 SQUARE ROOTS OF 13
4A.
What woman was the founder of Hull House?

ANSWER: Jane ADDAMS
4B.
What highway opened on October 1, 1940, calling itself America’s Superhighway, and has a unique keystone symbol?

ANSWER: PENNSYLVANIA TURNPIKE
5A.
What Romanian was the author of the play Rhinoceros?

ANSWER:  Eugene IONESCO

5B.
Who is the author of the Harry Potter series of books?

ANSWER: J.K. ROWLING 

6A.
If a function does not need to return a value, what word goes before the name of the function in the function prototype?

ANSWER: VOID
6B.
What German chemist won a Nobel Prize for discovering a process that combined atmospheric hydrogen and nitrogen under high pressures in order to synthesize ammonia?

ANSWER:  Fritz HABER
7A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the largest possible value of the least common multiple of x and y?

ANSWER: X TIMES Y or XY

7B.
What eleven-letter word comes from the Latin words meaning “to do badly”, and refers to wrongdoing, especially by a public official?

ANSWER: MALFEASANCE
8A.
What method of wall painting uses water-based pigments applied to lime plaster, with Leonardo’s Last Supper and Michelangelo’s Sistine Chapel ceiling as examples?


ANSWER:  FRESCO painting

8B.
What word describes two circles that lie on the same plane and have the same center?

ANSWER: CONCENTRIC
9A. 
What was the name of the French Protestants that were massacred at the St. Bartholemew’s Day Massacre?

ANSWER: HUEGENOTs (HEW-geh-NOTS)

9B.
What term, the Latin for “on its face”, refers to some piece of evidence that at first glance is sufficient for the plaintiff to win, such as a photograph of a crime being committed?

ANSWER: PRIMA FACIE (PREE-muh FAH-chee)

10A.
What woman moved to Paris with her brother Leo and found a companion in Alice B. Toklas?

ANSWER: Gertrude STEIN
10B.
The ETA is a terrorist movement seeking the independence of what group of people from Spain?

ANSWER: BASQUEs

Third period: 15 tossups
1.
His name means “White-Skin”. He was raised by Kala, and after defeating Kerchak, became King of the Apes. At the end of the novel, his beloved, Jane Porter, marries another man, William Cecil Clayton. For 10 points, who is this title character of an Edgar Rice Burroughs novel?

ANSWER: TARZAN (accept Lord Greystoke)

2.
It is the SI unit of electric charge. For 10 points, what is this unit with an abbreviation of C?

ANSWER: COULOMB
3.
Based on an E.T.A. Hoffmann story, for ten points, what two-act 1892 ballet by Tchaikovsky centers on the title object coming to life in a girl’s dream, and features the “Dance of the Sugar-Plum Fairy?”

ANSWER:  The NUTCRACKER Suite

4.
Cardinal Richelieu (REE-she-loo) established it in 1635, and it awards an annual Grand Prix (PREE) prize for an author whose work is of “elevated inspiration and style.”  For ten points, what is this oldest of the five societies of the Institut de France, designed to develop and purify the French language?

ANSWER:  ACADEMIE FRANCAISE (or FRENCH ACADEMY)

5.
For 10 points, what Secretary of State under Lincoln and Johnson got the Senate to ratify the purchases of Midway Island and Alaska?

ANSWER: William SEWARD
6.
For 10 points, who wrote The Outsiders?

ANSWER: S.E. HINTON

7.
For ten points, guard cells and stomata are found on what green outgrowths of vascular plants?

ANSWER:  LEAVES
8.
For ten points, Ictinus and Callicrates (ka-LIH-kra-teez) designed what largest building on the Acropolis of Athens?


ANSWER:  PARTHENON
9.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. After six games, a team’s winning percentage is .500.  They go on to win four games in a row.   For 10 points, if they then drop 10 straight, what is their new winning percentage?

ANSWER: .350
10.
For 10 points, at what 1775 battle were the Americans were told, “Don’t fire until you see the whites of their eyes?”

ANSWER: BUNKER HILL
11.
For 10 points, the Gateway Arch is located in what city?

ANSWER: ST. LOUIS
12.
For 10 points, what woman is under investigation for her dealings in ImClone stock?

ANSWER: Martha STEWART
13.
For ten points, what branch of agriculture is concerned with the cultivation of garden plants, such as fruits and flowers?

ANSWER:  HORTICULTURE
14.
The words couple, flock, crowd, herd, and committee, are all examples of, for 10 points, what type of noun, which are singular in form yet refer to groups that can be regarded as plural?

ANSWER: COLLECTIVE
15.
Even though he sided with Pompey, Caesar forgave him, giving him a governorship and other titles. However, when Cassius approached him to assassinate Caesar, he couldn’t help but join the conspiracy. For 10 points, who is this man who surprised Caesar with his part in the assassination plot, prompting Caesar to ask, “Et tu?”

ANSWER: Marcus Junius BRUTUS (accept Brute)

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

1.
During the light reaction, NADPH and ATP are formed, which in turn drive the Calvin cycle in, for ten points, what energy-creating plant process?

ANSWER:  PHOTOSYNTHESIS
2.
Kannami Kiyotsugu and his son Zeami (zee-AH-mee) Motokiyo introduced it to the shogunate court in Kyoto in the fourteenth century.  For ten points, what slow-tempo, one-act dance drama performed by male actors in Japan arose nearly three centuries before the livelier kabuki?

ANSWER:  NOH drama (or NO drama)

3.
Examples of this type of asset include cash, money market funds, checking accounts and heavily traded bonds and stocks. For 10 points, what adjective describes an asset that can easily be transferred into cold, hard cash?

ANSWER: LIQUID
4.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. In the first game of the season, a pitcher gives up 3 earned runs in 5 innings, resulting in an Earned Run Average of 5.40.  For 10 points, how many scoreless innings does the pitcher have to pitch before his ERA reaches 3.00?

ANSWER: 4
5.
She remains in a legal fight with relatives of her deceased husband, oil tycoon J. Howard Marshall, over his billion-dollar estate. For 10 points, who is this woman that is coping with her legal fight by starring in a new reality series on E! Entertainment?

ANSWER: ANNA NICOLE SMITH (prompt on “Smith”)

All questions © 2002 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


