Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2002-03 season

District Competition, Match #27

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine, Matt Weiner, Christopher Moretti and Phil Castagna are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.
The Roy Andrews expedition here in the 1920s found the first of many paleontological treasures which are still being excavated. It borders the Greater Khingan, Tian Shan, and Altay mountains. Depsite its name, it is sandy in only five percent of its area and is the second-coldest desert in the world, after Antarctica. For ten points, name this desert of China and Mongolia.

ANSWER: Gobi Desert [accept Sha-mo]

2.
While a compiler takes an entire program and converts it into  machine code to create an executable file, what is the name of a computer program that takes an individual instruction line, converts it into machine code, and then instantly executes the instruction?

ANSWER: INTERPRETER
3.
Ignazio Silone’s novels Fontamara and Bread and Wine argue against, for ten points, what authoritarian political movement led in Italy by Benito Mussolini?

ANSWER:  fascism
4.
For ten points, name the poet of “To a Waterfowl” and “Thanatopsis.”

ANSWER: William Cullen BRYANT
5.
Name the 1978 Supreme Court decision on affirmative action that resulted from a suit against medical school regents by a white applicant who was denied admission.

ANSWER: University of California v. Bakke
6.
Blood and Sand by Blasco-Ibañez, Death in the Afternoon by Hemingway, and Miracle in Seville by Michener are all books about, for ten points, what sport where an animal is killed in an arena by a matador?

ANSWER:  bullfighting
7.
Despite what we learned in Star Wars, this is a unit of distance, not time. It is the distance at which the mean radius of the earth’s orbit subtends to an angle of one second of arc. For 10 points, what is this unit of interstellar space equal to about 3.2616 light years?

ANSWER: PARSEC
8.
He worked for the Farm Security Administration from 1935 to 1937, and posthumous books of his photographs include 1998’s Signs and 2000’s Florida.  For ten points, which man documented the plight of tenant farmers in Alabama when he contributed the accompanying photographs to James Agee’s work, Let Us Now Praise Famous Men?

ANSWER:  Walker Evans

9.
 He had the help of the rebellion in the south led by Garibaldi, and the political aid of his minister Count Cavour to unify the north. After the Franco-Prussian war forced the withdraw of French troops from Rome, for 10 points, what Italian king was able to complete the unification of Italy?

ANSWER: VICTOR EMMANUEL II
10.
For ten points, name the star NHL center that scored many of his 717 goals, fourth all time, while playing for the Boston Bruins.

ANSWER: Phil Esposito
11.
This story’s nameless protagonist ignored the warnings of experienced travelers and went out in very cold weather. To stay alive, he tries, but fails, to perform the title activity. For 10 points, what is this short story by Jack London?

ANSWER: TO BUILD A FIRE
12.
He made his debut in an episode entitled “Help Wanted,” where he served a school of anchovies using his magic spatula, thus securing employment at the Krusty Krab. His associates there and elsewhere include Sandy Cheeks, Gary the meowing snail, and Patrick Star. For ten points, name this popular Nickelodeon title character.

ANSWER: Spongebob Squarepants

13.
 Along with James Wilkinson, he was charged in a plot to give Kentucky to Spain in exchange for assistance in setting up a dictatorship in the southern Louisiana territory. Earlier, he had served a term as Vice-President under Thomas Jefferson but failed to win renomination due to the machinations of Alexander Hamilton, whom he felt was a personal enemy. For ten points, name the man who killed Hamilton in the resulting duel.

ANSWER: Aaron Burr

14.
Approximately 4000 of these animals live in Virginia, mainly west of the Blue Ridge Mountains and in the Great Dismal Swamp.  For ten points, what usually timid animal caused trouble in the Catskills when it attacked and mauled a 5-month old girl?

ANSWER:  black bear
15.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. There are 4 grades before the final in a certain class.  A student receives scores of 94, 81, 67, and 99 on tests in that class. If the final counts three times what each individual test does, for 10 points, what grade on the final does the student need to get exactly an 80% grade for the class?

ANSWER: 73%

Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.
Leaf and focal-plane are the two types of what mechanical device in a camera that controls the amount of time the film is exposed to light?

ANSWER:  shutter
1B.
Who is the author of the controversial nonfiction works Tropic of Capricorn and Tropic of Cancer?

ANSWER: Henry Miller

2A.
For ten points, what author of the plays “The Increased Difficulty of Concentration” and “The Garden Party” became the leader of Czechoslovakia in 1989 when the Communist regime fell?

ANSWER:  Vaclav Havel
2B.
 He pioneered “psychobiography” in such works as Ghandi’s Truth and Young Man Luther. Name this psychologist who outlined an eight-stage pattern of development patterned around identity crises.

ANSWER: Erik Homburger Erikson

3A.
 Announced at the 1947 State of the Union address, it applied to both internal rebellion and foreign pressure from the USSR. Name this policy aimed at keeping communism out of Greece and Turkey.

ANSWER: Truman Doctrine
3B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Two standard dice are tossed.  For 10 points, what is the probability that the sum of the two faces showing is less than or equal to 5?

ANSWER: 10/36 (or 5/18)

4A.
For 10 points, what is the only set with a cardinality of zero?

ANSWER: The Empty (or Null) Set
4B.
Which French scientist founded microbiology when he deduced that fermentation was dependent on yeast, and later saved the life of a boy infected with rabies by inoculating him with an attenuated virus?

ANSWER:  Louis Pasteur
5A.
Produced within anthers in angiosperms and male cones in gymnosperms, what grain of seed plants vital to reproduction contains the male gametes?

ANSWER:  pollen
5B.
 Who was drafted to replace Robert Torricelli as the Democratic nominee for U.S. Senator from New Jersey?

ANSWER: Frank LAUTENBERG
6A.
Which French existentialist philosopher wrote the work Being and Nothingness?

ANSWER:  Jean-Paul Sartre (SAHR-truh)

6B.
How many are in a baker’s dozen?

ANSWER: 13


7A.
What most popular artificial language means “one who hopes” in that language?

ANSWER: ESPERANTO
7B.
 Give the name for the two wars between Britain and China fought after China tried to outlaw an addicting substance that had become very popular in China and very profitable for the British.

ANSWER: Opium Wars

8A.
 Name the lake that dominates south central Florida.

ANSWER: Lake Okechobee
8B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A circle has radius of 4.  For 10 points, what is the measure, in degrees, of an angle whose arc length is 6π?

ANSWER: 270

9A.
For 10 points, what name is given to the flat surfaces of a three-dimensional figure?

ANSWER: FACE
9B.
What name is given to a computer that serves as a gatekeeper to an internal network, monitoring and filtering incoming traffic?

ANSWER: FIREWALL
10A.
What word describes a mixture that can contain two or more phases and is not uniform?

ANSWER: HETEROGENOUS
10B.
What ultimate Norse battle will begin when Heimdall sounds his horn?

ANSWER:  Ragnarok
Third period: 15 tossups
1.
 It was abolished in 1933 by Franklin Roosevelt and was likely responsible for the Fed’s inability to control the Great Depression. Its primary weakness, and the reason why fiat money has replaced it in most of the world, is that the currency is unable to adjust itself to changing economic conditions. For 10 points, what is this monetary system in which gold backs the currency?

ANSWER: GOLD STANDARD
2.
It can refer to an oversized wine bottle holding about 6 liters, or can refer to a very old person. For 10 points, what is this word whose origin is a Biblical character that lived for 969 years?

ANSWER: METHUSELAH 

3.
For ten points, sandstone is mainly composed of what nearly pure silicon dioxide mineral that is also found on many watches?

ANSWER:  quartz
4.
For ten points, what general ruled from 1939 to 1975 as dictator of Spain?

ANSWER: Francisco Franco [accept El Caudillo]

5.
Many music critics peg their single consisting of “It’s Like That” and “Sucker MCs” as the first new-school rap record, while their other hits include “King of Rock,” “My Adidas,” and the first platinum rap record, Raising Hell. For ten points, name this group consisting of Darryl McDaniels, Joe Simmons, and Jason Mizell, which collaborated with Aerosmith on “Walk This Way.”

ANSWER: Run DMC
6.
They contain a functional group consisting of a hydrogen and carbon atom double bonded to an oxygen atom, and easily oxidize to the corresponding carboxylic acid. For 10 points, what are these organic compounds, the simplest of which is formaldehyde?

ANSWER: ALDEHYDEs

7.
Behind seven mysterious doors, which Judith and the title character open one by one, are a torture room, an armory, a treasure room, a flower garden, a kingdom, a lake of tears, and three wives respectively.  For ten points, in what place also in the title of Bela Bartok’s only opera can these doors be found?


ANSWER:  “Duke Bluebeard’s Castle”

8.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. In the first game of the season, a pitcher gives up 7 earned runs in 4 innings, resulting in an Earned Run Average of 15.75.  For 10 points, how many scoreless innings does the pitcher have to pitch before his ERA reaches 4.50?

ANSWER: 10
9.
 For ten points, name the Emperor who then convened the Council of Nicaea and issued the Edict of Milan, instituting tolerance of Christians.

ANSWER: Constantine I [or Constantine the Great]

10.
For 10 points, what is the comparative degree of the adjective “large?”

ANSWER: LARGER

11.
 In October 2002, he announced plans to marry Judith Nathan, with whom he had a public affair during his marriage to Donna Hanover. Once the Associate Attorney General in charge of drug prosecutions, he lost a 1989 election to David Dinkins but returned to win the office twice. For ten points, name this Republican, succeeded by Michael Bloomberg as mayor of New York.

ANSWER: Rudolph “Rudy” Giuliani

12.
If it is constructive, then the amplitudes of the two waves are added to each other. If it is destructive, then the two waves cancel each other out. For 10 points, what is this term that describes the net effect of the combination of two waves that either intersect or move in the same direction?

ANSWER: INTERFERENCE
13.
For ten points, what term can be used to denote any non-organic element in nutrition, and also any naturally growing homogeneous solid that has a distinctive crystal structure and is the constituent material of rocks?

ANSWER:  mineral

14.
It was led by a Revolutionary War captain to protest economic conditions that pressured farmers and working people. It was ended in 1787 with the unsuccessful attack on the arsenal at Springfield. For 10 points, what was this rebellion in western Massachusetts that proved the weakness of the federal government under the Articles of Confederation?

ANSWER: SHAYS’ Rebellion
15.
Big Daddy, Mama, their two sons Gooper and Brick, and their daughters-in-law Maggie and Mae are the central characters of, for 10 points, what play by Tennessee Williams?

ANSWER: “CAT ON A HOT TIN ROOF”

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

1.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A store’s owner buys stocked items for 2M dollars per dozen items. The store sells the products at one-half M per item.  For ten points, how many items must be sold to reach a profit of 10M dollars?

ANSWER: 30 items
2.
 Name the man who overthrew King Idris in 1969 and has led a despotic regime in Libya since then.

ANSWER: Muammar al-Qadaffi
3.
Inspired by the revolutions of 1848, he wrote a play about personal freedom entitled “Catiline,” but it was never performed.  For ten points, what Norwegian attained greater success over three decades later with “An Enemy of the People,” “The Wild Duck,” and “a Doll’s House?”

ANSWER:  Henrik Ibsen
4.
According to the Talmud, it was composed of 71 sages whose chief function was to interpret Jewish law, but Greek and Roman sources state that it had significant political power.  Composed mainly of Sadducees with a few prominent Pharisees, for ten points, what Jewish council tried Jesus Christ, according to the New Testament?

ANSWER:  Sanhedrin
5.
One variety, Viscum album, acts as a parasite that kills apple, poplar, and maple trees.  For ten points, what evergreen shrub is known best to Americans as the plant under which couples kiss at Christmas?

ANSWER:  mistletoe
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