Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2002-03 season

District Competition, Match #33

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine, Matt Weiner, Christopher Moretti and Phil Castagna are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.
In 1953, he founded and led the “101” commando unit. During the Six-Day War, he commanded an armored division, and in the 1973 Yom Kippur War, commanded the armored division that crossed the Suez Canal. Entering politics later that year, he became defense minister in 1981, but had to resign due to his involvement in the massacre of Palestinians at Sabra and Shatila. After the defeat of Benjamin Netenyahu in 1999, he became chairman of the Likud Party, and he defeated Ehud Barak in a special election. For 10 points, who is this man that is now the Prime Minister of Israel?

ANSWER: Ariel Sharon
2.
Former DC mayor Marion Barry, then a student at Fisk University in Nashville, was its first chairman. It was created by Martin Luther King’s Southern Christian Leadership Conference as a response to the Woolworth’s sit-in in Greensboro, North Carolina. However, the radical views of subsequent chairmen Stokely Carmichael and H. Rap Brown marginalized, for 10 points, what student wing of the SCLC?

ANSWER: Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (“snick”)

3.
Sir Humphry Davy developed the first electrical one in 1821, while forty years later Ernst von Siemens constructed a platinum resistance version, a modern form of which is used by NIST today.  For ten points, what device’s mechanical version uses mercury in glass to measure temperature?


ANSWER:  thermometer
4.
It claims that “Mr. Wizard can’t perform no…hocus pocus” in helping to “teach the world to snuff the fires and the liars.” It wonders what happened to those who “folked out with guitars around a bonfire” whose “kids are hippie chicks and hypocrites/ Because fashion is smashin’ the true meaning of it.” For ten points, name this song which urges listeners to “act now” because “supplies are running out,” found on 1997’s Fush Yu Mang by Smash Mouth.

ANSWER: “Walking on the Sun”

5.
This European language is the Romance language closest to Latin. However, due to its location in Eastern Europe, it has several features borrowed from the Slavic languages of neighboring countries, such as Bulgarian and Ukrainian. It is, however, virtually the same as Moldovan. For 10 points, what is this language spoken in Bucharest?

ANSWER: ROMANIAN
6.
 He was named as Chief Justice of the Supreme Court by Dwight Eisenhower to replace Frederick Vinson. However, his past conservative record as governor of California gave way to a liberal tone that marked his 15 years as Chief Justice. For 10 points, who was this man that was followed as Chief Justice by Warren Burger?

ANSWER: Earl Warren
7.
For ten points, which British woman wrote stories such as The Mysterious Affair at Styles and Murder on the Orient Express, introducing the characters Hercule Poirot (pwah-ROH) and Jane Marple?

ANSWER:  Dame Agatha Christie
8.
It can be defined as a unit of energy equal to hf, where h is the Planck (PLONK) constant, and f is the frequency of the particle in hertz. They are particles of zero mass consisting of a quantum of electromagnetic radiation. For 10 points, what are these particles which travel at the speed of light and are the components of light?

ANSWER: PHOTONs

9. 
For ten points, what Greek god appeared to Europa disguised as a white bull and Danae disguised as a shower of gold, and also turned Callisto into a bear and Io into a cow?

ANSWER:  Zeus


10.
The European authors Stanislaw Lem, Jules Verne, and Arthur C. Clarke all wrote in, for ten points, what literary genre that gives out the Hugo Award for its best works?

ANSWER:  science fiction 

11.
For ten points, what are the names of the four books of the New Testament known as the Gospels?

ANSWER:  Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John
12.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the ninth term in the sequence whose first eight terms are 1, 4, 6, 10, 12, 15, 18, 22?

ANSWER: 28 (1 less than prime numbers)

13.
Its preface notes that “The United States themselves are essentially the greatest poem,” and it is broken into such sections as “Autumn Rivulets,” “Calamus,” and “Children of Adam.” For ten points, name this collection containing “Crossing Brooklyn Ferry,” “When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloom’d” and “Song of Myself,” by Walt Whitman.

ANSWER: Leaves of Grass
14.
During this process in plants, a cell plate forms between the daughter cells, creating a new cell wall, while in animals, a ring of microfilaments constricts the cell and divides the cytoplasm.  For ten points, what final stage of cell division follows the mitotic telophase?

ANSWER:  cytokinesis    

15.
Its rivers include the Pripyat and Berezina, which flow into the middle parts of the Dneiper. Bordering Poland, Lithuania, Latvia, Russia, and Ukraine, its chief cities include Gomel and Brest. Formerly a Soviet republic, it has made sporadic attempts to merge with Russia. For ten points, name this country with its capital at Minsk, also known as “White Russia.”

ANSWER: Republic of Belarus [or Respublika Belarus; prompt on White Russia]
Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A. 
Their name came from the Greek for "doglike," and they taught that a good life consisted of getting closer to nature and away from the decadence of urban life.  What group of fourth century BCE philosophers was founded by Antisthenes and led by Diogenes (die-AH-jen-eez)?


ANSWER:  Cynicism (or Cynics)  


1B.
Basil Hallward paints the picture of, for ten points, what lecherous man, the title character in the only novel by Oscar Wilde?

ANSWER:  Dorian Gray
2A.    What English word meaning a meeting at a prearranged time or place comes from the French words for "present yourselves"?

ANSWER: RENDEZVOUS
2B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A group of 100 pre-med students includes 65 biology majors, and 55 chemistry majors. If one-fifth of the students are Bio-Chem double majors, how many students are chemistry majors but not biology majors?

ANSWER: 35
3A.
Some are flattened or even shaped like ribbons, but most are cylindrical, and are often as long as the cell itself. What organelle, longer and less rigid than cilia, projects from the surface of many bacteria, protozoa, and male sex cells?

ANSWER:  flagellum (or flagella)

3B.
Which Pope of the late sixth century is responsible for compiling many of the Roman single melodic plainchants or plainsongs that are now named after him?

ANSWER:  Pope Gregory I (or Gregory the Great; hence Gregorian chants)

4A.
Based on Frederick Mott’s work on “shell shock,” this disorder manifests itself in flashbacks, insomnia, and paranoia. Name this disorder, diagnosed in fifteen percent of Vietnam veterans, triggered by involvement in a life-threatening event.

ANSWER: Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (or Syndrome)

4B.
First discovered in certain retroviruses, transformation from “proto-“ versions into them can be caused by translocation or amplification of normal cells.  What DNA or RNA segments of a virus are responsible for causing cancer?

ANSWER:  oncogenes
5A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the point (4, /16) converted from polar coordinates to rectangular Cartesian coordinates?

ANSWER: (2√3, 2)

5B.
In June 1989, pro-democracy protests were ruthlessly put down by the Chinese Army in what major square in Beijing?

ANSWER: Tiananmen Square

6A.
The two US citizens who are currently being held without access to legal representation in the war on Terrorism are allegedly having their rights under this amendment being violated. What is this amendment, which also promises the right “to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury” and to “be confronted with the witnesses against him?”
Answer: Sixth Amendment

6B.
 Which British writer gained popularity when President Kennedy said that he liked his James Bond novels?

ANSWER:  Ian Fleming
7A.
Name the novel which follows a fired paint factory worker’s experiences with a militant group known as the Brotherhood, written by Ralph Ellison.

ANSWER: Invisible Man [do not accept “The Invisible Man”]

7B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the irrational value of the sine of 165 degrees?

ANSWER: (√6 - √2) / 4
8A.
The Fujita-Pearson scale uses wind speed, path length, and path width to classify, for ten points, what dangerous weather occurrence?

ANSWER:  tornado
8B.
A grand arch frames the scene in what Raphael painting featuring Plato and Aristotle discussing philosophy with a lot of history’s great thinkers and creators?

ANSWER:  The School of Athens
9A.
After the battle of Trenton, George Washington led the Americans northward. On January 2, they were able to surprise a British regiment marching to reinforce the main British army and forced it to surrender at what 1777 New Jersey battle?

ANSWER: Battle of Princeton
9B.
When you make hot tea, put in a lot of sugar and then cool the tea off, you have made delicious sweet tea. You have also created what type of solution, created when a solution contains more solute than expected at that temperature?

ANSWER: SUPERSATURATED
10A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A fair coin is flipped 3 times.  For 10 points, what is the probability that all three flips were the same?  

ANSWER: 1/4
10B.
It upheld the use of the Espionage Act to prosecute an anti-draft pamphleteer during World War I. Name this 1919 Supreme Court ruling in which Oliver Wendell Holmes outlined the “clear and present danger” test.

ANSWER: Schenck v. United States

Third period: 15 tossups
1.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Comic strip characters Charlie and Lucy want to buy $4.70 worth of comic books.  Each of the books they want to buy is either 40¢ or 25¢.  The number of 40¢ books should be two more than the number of 25¢ books.  There is no tax on the purchase, so for 10 points, how many 40¢ books should they buy?

ANSWER: 8
2.
A young woman graduates from Blodgett College and dreams of turning her husband’s hometown into a place of beauty. However, her ideas general apathy in her husband, Dr. Will Kennicott, and outright hostility in other residents, such as Mrs. Bogart. She is able to make friends such as Vida Sherwin, Erik Valborg and Bea Sorensen. For 10 points, this is a description of what novel by Sinclair Lewis? 

ANSWER: Main Street

3.
He cautioned the French in 1946, “You can kill 10 of my men for every one I kill of yours, yet even at those odds you will lose and I will win.” Thus began a war against the French and then the Americans that he led until his 1969 death and which ended in 1975 with the fall of Saigon and victory for his Vietminh. For 10 points, who was this first President of North Vietnam?

ANSWER: Ho Chi Minh [or Nguyen Tet Thanh]

4.
Each of the numerous versions of this painting contains 25 repetitions of the same image on the canvas, and the original image was taken from a Gene Kornman publicity photo for the movie “Niagara” in 1953.  For ten points, what big-screen actress was the subject of a series of Pop Art paintings by Andy Warhol?

ANSWER:  Marilyn Monroe (accept either name, as the series was called Marilyn)

5.
In the cooperative version of this, the active process decides when to give up the CPU. In the pre-emptive version of this, a process called the scheduler allocates CPU time. For 10 points, what is this operating system technique which allows a single CPU to perform multiple jobs simultaneously?

ANSWER: MULTITASKING (accept MULTIPROCESSING, MULTIPROGRAMMING, CONCURRENCY or PROCESS SCHEDULING)

6.
While a particle on a transverse wave is always travelling in a perpendicular direction to the direction of the wave, for 10 points, in what type of wave is the particle always travelling in a parallel direction to the direction of the wave?

ANSWER: LONGITUDINAL 
7.
In 1968, his political position was greatly weakened by student protests and he was forced to resign a year later. He was named Time’s Man of the Year for 1958 for averting a coup attempt by generals based in Algeria and serving as the first President of the Fifth Republic. For 10 points, who was this man that was the leader of the Free French during World War II?

ANSWER: Charles André Joseph Marie de Gaulle
8.
She published an autobiography in 2000, entitled Africa in My Blood.  A researcher at the Gombe Stream Center in Tanzania since 1960, for ten points, what British woman has spent decades observing the behavior of chimpanzees in the wild?


ANSWER:  Jane Goodall
9.
In 1940, it opened its first store, in Joliet, Illinois, selling a trademark item invented by J. F. Mc Cullough. Now owned by Berkshire Hathaway, some parts of the country can visit it alongside Karmelkorn and Orange Julius under the Treat Center banner. Its advertising relationship with Dennis the Menace has lasted for thirty years longer than 2002’s single-day employment of Mark Cuban. For ten points, name this fast food establishment which serves Blizzards, Pecan Mudslides, and Dilly Bars.

ANSWER: Dairy Queen
10.    This word, in Latin, means "I shall please". In medicine it has two purposes, the first to serve as a baseline in clinical trials and the second to serve as a psychological boost. For 10 points, what is this word which describes something a patient is told is a medicine but in reality has no medicinal value?

ANSWER: PLACEBO
11.
According to its manufacturer, it was selected from over one hundred mixtures by a panel of several thousand teenagers. The subject of both the first commercial filmed in space and endorsement spots by Sev and Papa Roach, it comes on the heels of successful similar products such as Mountain Dew Code Red. For ten points, name this “berry-cola fusion” beverage launched in summer 2002 by Pepsi.

ANSWER: Pepsi Blue
12.  
Once thought to be a virus, because it cannot survive outside of a living host, it is actually a rod-shaped bacterium that uses an insect as a carrier and often a larger animal as a host.  For ten points, what organism can cause scrub typhus, Q fever, and Rocky mountain spotted fever?

ANSWER:  Rickettsia

13.
Predecessors of this organization included the Cheka (CHEH-kuh) and the OGPU (O-G-P-U). After its director, Vladimir (VLAH-dih-meer) Kryuchkov (KREWCH-koff), participated in the 1991 coup attempt against Boris Yeltsin (YEL-tsin), its fate was sealed, and it was abolished on November 6, 1991. For 10 points, what was this organization that served as the Soviet Union’s equivalent of the CIA?

ANSWER: Komitet Gosudarstvennoy Bezopasnosti [or Committee of State Security]

14.
He tries to have dates with Faith Cavendish, Jane Gallagher and Sally Hayes, but fails. An encounter with a prostitute named Sunny ends with him being robbed. This happened during his stay at the Edmont Hotel in New York City after being kicked out of the Pencey prep school in Pennsylvania. For 10 points, who is this main character of The Catcher in the Rye?

ANSWER: Holden Caulfield [prompt on Caulfield]

15.
For ten points, name the Bernalillo County city which is home to Nob Hill and the Kimo Theatre and is the most populous city in New Mexico.

ANSWER: Albuquerque
SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

1.
Muslims and Maronite Catholics have been involved in an intermittent civil war over the past 50 years in what Middle Eastern country whose current President is Emile Lahoud?

ANSWER: Republic of Lebanon [Jumhouria al-Lubnaniya]

2.
He gained fame in 1797 by refusing French demands for bribes, and returned home after the XYZ Affair a hero. He ran for Congress from Virginia and served a term before being named Secretary of State in 1800. For 10 points, who was this man that was then named in 1801 to become Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, hearing, among other cases, Dartmouth v Woodward and Marbury v Madison?

ANSWER: John Marshall
3.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the greatest common divisor of 136 and 72?    

ANSWER: 8
4.
For 10 points, what is a word made up entirely of initials, such as radar, SCUBA, or EPCOT? 

ANSWER: ACRONYM

5.
Take a carbon atom and double-bond it to an oxygen atom. Now, have two hydrocarbon groups on each side of the carbon atom. For 10 points, you have just formed what class of organic compounds?

ANSWER: KETONEs

All questions © 2002 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


