Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2002-03 season

District Competition, Match #36

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine, Matt Weiner, Christopher Moretti and Phil Castagna are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.
In 1948, he broke with Stalin, developing his country’s independent style of Communism. His 1980 death led to a series of events that triggered his country’s collapse ten years later. For 10 points, who is this man that between 1945 and 1980 ruled Yugoslavia?

ANSWER: Josep Broz TITO
2.
This poem ends with the line, “Thus, though we cannot make our sun / Stand still, yet we will make him run,” and also contains the line, “But at my back I always hear / Time’s wing-ed chariot hurrying near.”  For ten points, what is the name of this work, perhaps the most famous by Andrew Marvell?

ANSWER:  “To His Coy Mistress”
3.
If one parent has type AB blood and the other has type O blood, for ten points, what percentage of their offspring would have type O blood?

ANSWER:  0% (not possible, as AB parent has IA and IB alleles)

4.
Now based in Qatar after being expelled from Jordan in 1999, this group is led by Ahmad Yassin. One faction of this party builds schools and hospitals, but another, the Izzedine al-Qassam Brigades, carries out suicide bombings. For ten points, name this anti-Israeli terrorist group whose name means “Islamic Resistance Movement.”

ANSWER: Hamas [or Harakat al-Muqawamah al-Islamiyya]

5.
It was built over five days in May and June 1754, and was a circular wooden palisade with earthworks on the outside and a storage shed in the middle. During the battle for this fort, some 400 British and Virginian soldiers were driven from the Ohio Valley by a force of 700 French and Indian soldiers. General Braddock’s effort to avenge the defeat here proved an even bigger disaster. For 10 points, what was this fort built near the French Fort Duquesne, the first battle at which George Washington fought?

ANSWER: Fort NECESSITY

6.
For 10 points, what country is the most populous Spanish-speaking country in the world?

ANSWER: MEXICO
7.
On this holiday, the priest marks the Sign of the Cross with his thumb and, touching the foreheads of adherents, says, “Remember, man, that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”  For ten points, what is this day marking the beginning of Lent, where priests apply the remnants of the previous year’s Palm Sunday palms to foreheads?

ANSWER:  Ash Wednesday
8.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. In the first game of the season, a quarterback completes 6 of his 17 passes.  What is the fewest number of consecutive passes he must complete in his next game to have a completion percentage of more than 50% for the year?

ANSWER: 7
9.
For 10 points, in what city was the “Defenestration” that began the Thirty Years’ War?

ANSWER: PRAGUE
10.
For 10 points, what name is given to surfaces that are thicker in the middle than on the edges?

ANSWER: CONVEX


11.
Tom Keefer, Steve Maryk, Willie Keith and Philip Francis Queeg are among the sailors on, for 10 points, what titular ship of a Herman Wouk novel, where a mutiny occurs to replace Queeg?

ANSWER: U.S.S CAINE
12.
He earned the Prix de Rome on his fifth try with 1830’s “Sardanapalus,” and his composition with a viola solo, entitled “Harold in Italy,” was based on the Byron poem “Childe Harold’s Pilgrimage.”  For ten points, what Frenchman is best known for his five movement “Symphonie fantastique?”

ANSWER:  Hector Berlioz (BEAR-lee-ohz)

13.
It is a water-soluble dye extracted from lichens. Its most common use is being put on papers and then used as a test of acidity and alkalinity. For 10 points, what is this dye that turns red in acidic conditions and blue in alkaline conditions?

ANSWER: LITMUS
14.
Also known as the Transcontinental Treaty of 1819, it transferred five million dollars and all American possessions west of the Sabine River in exchange for Spanish possessions in the Northwest and remaining southeastern land. For ten points, name this treaty by which Spain ceded Florida to the United States.

ANSWER: Adams-Onis Treaty 

15.
In 1982, he caged his onetime nemesis and fended off rescue attempts in a rare turn as a villain. His romantic history began with the distressed Pauline before his first encounter with royalty in 1984. Originally known as Jumpman, he was renamed after his creators noticed a resemblance to their landlord, a Mr. Segali. FTP, name this hero of Donkey Kong who went on to star in hundreds of games with his brother Luigi.

ANSWER: Mario Mario

Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.
What is the highest mountain in the continental US?

ANSWER: Mt. WHITNEY
1B.
Roderick Dhu and James Fitz-James fight a battle over Ellen, a woman who actually loves Malcolm in what Walter Scott poem named after the female figure who gives Excalibur to King Arthur?

ANSWER:  “The Lady of the Lake”

2A.   What is the name of the stripes meeting at an angle that are usually worn by non-commissioned officers to designate their rank?

ANSWER: CHEVRON
2B.
As opposed to a credit card, which creates a loan with the issuing bank, what type of card is used to draw upon funds that exist in a checking or savings account?

ANSWER: DEBIT card

3A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What are the dimensions of the product of a 5 by 3 matrix and a 3 by 4 matrix?

ANSWER: 5 BY 4

3B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the quotient of x-cubed minus 13x plus 12 (x3 – 13x + 12) divided by x plus 4 (x+4)?

ANSWER: X-SQUARED MINUS 4X PLUS 3 (x2 – 4x + 3)

4A.
TransOrbital is charging $2,500 per gram for its delivery services. However, when one considers the fuel costs, the cost might seem like a bargain. Where is TransOrbital delivering objects? 

ANSWER: The MOON
4B.
Rear toes on albatrosses, eyes on a mole covered with skin, and certain haltere wings on a fly are all examples of what type of organs that remain in diminished form despite not serving a true function, such as the human appendix?

ANSWER:  vestigial
5A.
What Austrian Nobel laureate furthered quantum mechanics by describing the behavior of electrons in atoms through his eponymous wave equation?

ANSWER:  Erwin Schrodinger
5B.
Founded by John Lasseter and George Lucas in 1984, it was bought out by Steve Jobs two years later and given its current name. Name this animation company which created Toy Story, A Bug’s Life, and Monsters, Inc.
ANSWER: Pixar Animation Studios

6A.
A married man and woman live with their biological or adopted children and no other relatives. This is a description of what type of family, often cited by conservatives as the ideal family?

ANSWER: NUCLEAR family

6B.
Which British poet wrote the strangely named “Ode on the Death of a Favorite Cat, Drowned in a Tub of Gold Fishes” as well as the “Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard?”

ANSWER:  Thomas Gray
7A.   This seven-letter word comes from the diminutive of the Latin word codex, which means code. It can refer, in general, to any supplement or appendix. What is this word which usually applies to a supplement or an appendix to a will?

ANSWER: CODICIL
7B.
It was annulled by the Reciprocal Trade Agreement Act of 1934, but it had already deepened the Depression by raising tariffs on 890 items. Name this 1930 act of Congress.

ANSWER: Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act (or HAWLEY-SMOOT)

8A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. An isosceles triangle has a base of 6 and an area of 18. What are the lengths of the two legs?

ANSWER: √45 or 3√5
8B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Angle Z of a triangle is 30 degrees.  The side across from angle X of the triangle is 3√3.  The side across from angle Y is 6.  What is the side across from angle Z?

ANSWER: 3

9A.
What Italian composed 24 capriccios in 1820 and once had to pawn his favorite violin to pay gambling debts – a significant move, since he was the virtuoso violinist of the nineteenth century?

ANSWER:  Niccolo Paganini
9B.
To the nearest gram, what is the mass of 3.01 x 1023 molecules of carbon monoxide?

ANSWER: 14 (12 grams per mole of carbon, 16 per mole of oxygen, 12+16 = 28, 28 /2 = 14)

10A.
What major group of biological compounds is insoluble in water, and contains sterols, triglycerides, waxes, and other fats?

ANSWER:  lipids
10B. 
Her main temple was at Dendera, and she was usually depicted as a cow with a solar disk and plumes between her horns.  Who was this Egyptian love and fertility goddess, often identified as the wife of Horus?


ANSWER:  Hathor

Third period: 15 tossups
1.
For ten points, what Korean-born religious leader founded the Unification Church, and also owns the Washington Times?

ANSWER:  Reverend Sun Myung Moon
2.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A stadium seats 50,000 fans.  Premium seating tickets cost $25, while regular stadium seating is $15 per ticket.  If a sold out home game brings in $850,000, what percentage of the seats are premium?

ANSWER: 20%
3.
In 1827, the year he entered Cambridge, he published a collection of his childhood work, Poems by Two Brothers, and at that school he met his friend Arthur Hallam.  For ten points, what poet wrote “The Lady of Shalott,” “Crossing the Bar,” and a tribute to Hallam, “In Memoriam?”

ANSWER:  Alfred, Lord Tennyson
4.
Convection cells may be the driving physical force, while tillite deposits found in the continents that once made up Gondwanaland provide evidence that substantiate this theory.  For ten points, what hypothesis first put forth by Alfred Wegener (VEGG-ner) in 1915 suggests that the Earth’s major land masses have moved apart and together to form oceans and mountain ranges?

ANSWER:  continental drift
5.
In Indian mythology, this river is one of the two daughters of Meru, the god of the Himalayas. It flows for 1500 miles from the mountains until it joins the Brahmaputra (BRAH-mah-POO-truh) river in a giant delta that forms most of the country of Bangladesh. For 10 points, what is this sacred river of India?

ANSWER: GANGES River

6.
In May 1806, then-Emperor Francis assigned him to Paris, where he tried unsuccessfully to avert war between his nation and France. By 1809, the position of his country had reached its lowest point, and he was appointed foreign minister, a position he held for nearly 40 years, from which he dominated European foreign policy. For 10 points, who was this man who dominated the Congress of Vienna and the foreign minister of Austria?

ANSWER: Prince Klemens von METTERNICH
7.
“Glamorama”, “American Psycho” and “Less Than Zero” are novels by what contemporary American novelist?

ANSWER:  Bret Easton ELLIS
8.
For 10 points, what is the chemical symbol for cesium?

ANSWER: CS
9.
Lawrence Halprin designed and sculpted a memorial in West Potomac Park near the Tidal Basin that honors, for ten points, what thirty-second President of the United States, the architect of the New Deal?

ANSWER:  Franklin Delano Roosevelt (or FDR)

10.
She travels to Chicago, and after her sister and brother-in-law cannot support her extravagant lifestyle anymore, she becomes Charlie Drouet’s mistress. She runs off to New York with George Hurstwood, but leaves him after he is unable to meet her high expectations. She eventually becomes a wealthy, famous actress. For 10 points, this is a description of what title character of a Theodore Dreiser novel, not to be confused with the title character of a Stephen King novel?

ANSWER: (Sister) CARRIE Meeber

11.
Newland Archer has just been engaged to the beautiful debutante May Welland. The arrival of May’s cousin, Ellen Olenska, turns things upside down, and Newland spends the entire novel dealing with the mutual attraction that grows between him and Ellen. For 10 points, this is a description of what novel by Henry James?

ANSWER: The AGE OF INNOCENCE

12.
Fructose, galactose, and glucose are three examples of, for ten points, what simplest form of sugar that cannot be hydrolyzed into smaller carbohydrate units?

ANSWER:  monosaccharide (prompt on “sugars” until “form”)

13.
Originally a number five hit for Otis Redding, its cover version was arranged by Arif Mardin and produced by Jerry Wexler. Adding a saxophone part by King Curtis, it sold over a million copies as a single and drove the success of the album I Never Loved A Man the Way I Love You. For ten points, name this song which begins by spelling out its title, the signature performance of Aretha Franklin.

ANSWER: “Respect”

14.
The grandson of Sundiata (SOON-dee-ah-tuh), he came to the throne himself in 1307. During his reign, he established the University of Sankore (san-KOR-ee), and built great mosques throughout his empire. In 1324, he traveled to Mecca, and spent so much gold along his journey that the Egyptian economy was disrupted for over two decades after his arrival. For 10 points, who was this ruler of the African empire of Mali?

ANSWER: MANSA MUSA
15.
For 10 points, in C and C++, what is the name of the function that forms the “body” of the program?

ANSWER: MAIN 

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

1.
Despite the sinking of his original flagship, the Lawrence, he was able to sail a half-mile through heavy gunfire to take command of the Niagara, where he was able to turn the tide of the battle and defeat the British fleet. For 10 points, who is this American naval commander who reported “We have met the enemy and they are ours”, after winning the Battle of Lake Erie?

ANSWER: Oliver Hazard PERRY

2.
The last state to fight Microsoft on anti-trust laws was this usually liberal state. However, it has not elected a Democratic governor since Michael Dukakis. For 10 points, what is this state, known as “The Bay State”?

ANSWER: MASSACHUSETTS
3.
What type of conjunction is used in the following sentence, coordinating, subordinating, or correlative? “Not only did we take the trip, but we also met the captain.” 

ANSWER: CORRELATIVE

4.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A number divides 4 four more times than it divides 5.  For 10 points, what is the number?

ANSWER: 80

5.
For ten points, what term denotes formations of calcium carbonate crystals in tubes connected to the ceiling of a cave, the counterpart to stalagmites?

ANSWER:  stalactites
All questions © 2002 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


