Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2002-03 season

District Competition, Match #39

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine, Matt Weiner, Christopher Moretti and Phil Castagna are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.
Today, incumbent re-election is seemingly automatic. But in 1795, every member of this state’s legislature except one lost re-election because of a fraudulent land sale known as the Yazoo Land Fraud, which involved land in what is now Mississippi and Alabama. For 10 points, what state’s legislature was affected by this scandal, a state to the east of Alabama and Mississippi?

ANSWER: GEORGIA
2.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. If the Senate has 50 Democrats and 50 Republicans, and one Democrat and one Republican will be picked to be co-chairs for a committee, for 10 points, how many different ways can that committee be chaired?

ANSWER: 2500
3.
This county is boycotting Security Council meetings in protest over receiving an edited version of Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction declaration. Despite being our ally in the Gulf War, this nation has had diplomatic problems with the US and been a consistent violator of human rights over the past 30 years. For 10 points, what is this country bordering Iraq to the northwest?

ANSWER: SYRIA
4.
For ten points, what colorful name is given to plants that keep their foliage throughout the year, including hollies, pines, and firs?

ANSWER:  evergreen
5.   
French soldier Nicolas was extremely devoted to Napoleon. After being wounded seven times, he received a tiny pension, but remained extremely devoted to Napoleon. For 10 points, Nicolas' last name is reflected today in what word which is a prejudiced belief in the superiority of one's own sex, race or group, and usually goes after male?

ANSWER: CHAUVINIST or CHAUVINISM (accept CHAUVIN on a very early buzz)

6.
For 10 points, what UNIX command is used to access help files on various commands?

ANSWER: MAN 

7.
For 10 points, what four words complete the following mistranslation in the game Zero Wing? All your base … 

ANSWER: ARE BELONG TO US
8.
For 10 points, what is the name of the island chain extending southwest from the southwest tip of Alaska?

ANSWER: ALEUTIAN Islands

9.
On Monday, April 24, 1916, rebels seized several buildings in and around Dublin, proclaiming the “Provisional Government of the Irish Republic”. A week later, promised arms shipments from the Germans had not arrived, and the British had been able to send troops to put down the rebellion. For 10 points, this describes what abortive attempt by the Irish to establish their own country?

ANSWER: EASTER MONDAY Rising (or Rebellion) (prompt on Easter Rising)

10.
The two principal male characters in this five-act play supposedly represent the two sides of its playwright’s personality; Philinte, the happier man, counterbalances the darker Alceste.  For ten points, Alceste comes to hate mankind’s compromises and pretenses in what 1666 comedy by Moliere?

ANSWER:  “The Misanthrope”
11.
For ten points, in a Grimm fairy tale, what girl is forced to do household chores for a wicked witch in a gingerbread house until she burns the witch in the witch’s own oven, thus saving her brother?

ANSWER:  Gretel
12.
First performed in 1890, this three-act work contains individual musical pieces such as the Rose Adagio, the Garland Waltz, and the Theme of the Lilac Fairy.  For ten points, which Tchaikovsky ballet is based on a fairy tale about a girl who lies in the same place for 100 years?

ANSWER:  “The Sleeping Beauty”

13.
The Third Crusade was opposed by, for 10 points, what Arab ruler?

ANSWER: SALADDIN
14.
In geology, when hot water rich in minerals such as uranium or gold penetrates rocks at weak spots, for ten points, what fissure in rock results, sharing its name with a vessel that carries blood to the heart?

ANSWER:  vein
15.
A 2000 double-murder trial in Atlanta ended with him turning state’s evidence against some members of his entourage. He was the 26th pick of the 1996 NFL draft, has played in five consecutive Pro Bowls, and won the Super Bowl MVP and NFL Defensive Player of the Year awards in 2000. For 10 points, who is this mainstay of the Baltimore Ravens defense?

ANSWER: Ray LEWIS
Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.
The Credit Mobilier (moh-BEE-lee-ay) and Whiskey Ring scandals tarred the administration of what President?

ANSWER: Ulysses S. GRANT
1B.
Who wrote the novel The Color Purple?

ANSWER: Alice WALKER
2A.
The word “bellum” in Latin means what in English?

ANSWER: WAR
2B. 
The cauldron Odrerir held the knowledge of, for ten points, what ancient Germanic alphabetic script characters that were scratched on wood, metal, stone, or bone?


ANSWER:  runes


3A.
For ten points, which musical symbol raises a written note by a semitone, making it the opposite of a flat?

ANSWER:  sharp
3B.
A digital rectal examination and a test for PSA in the blood are the two main methods for detecting what disease relating to a gland surrounding the urethra that is the second leading cause of cancer in men?

ANSWER:  prostate cancer

4A.
For ten points, which German discovered transfinite numbers and developed modern set theory in the nineteenth century?

ANSWER:  Georg Cantor  

4B.
An old neighborhood is fixed up, with higher rents and real estate prices coming as a result. Unfortunately, this means many old residents can no longer afford the higher rents and real estate taxes, and are forced to move out. What term describes this effect?

ANSWER: GENTRIFICATION
5A.
What is the sum of the exterior angles of a triangle?

ANSWER: 360 DEGREES
5B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the surface area in square inches of a right cylinder with height of 5 and radius of 4?

ANSWER: 72 (SA = 2rh + 2r2)

6A.
A major telephone poll was conducted to predict the 1936 Presidential election and predicted victory for this man, the Republican candidate. Who was this man that lost in a landslide to a candidate who had the votes of the non-telephone owning, Franklin Roosevelt? 

ANSWER: Alf LANDON
6B.
Jerry Renault’s confrontation with the Vigils, the gang that runs Trinity High School, over the annual chocolate sale is the central theme of what novel by Robert Cormier?

ANSWER: The CHOCOLATE WAR
7A.
What 1937 work written in both Danish and English tells the story of author Isak Dinesen’s years as a coffee plantation manager in Kenya?

ANSWER:  Out of Africa
7B.
Located near the Quirinal Hill, it was designed in 1762 by Nicola Salvi, and its water came from Acqua Vergine.  According to tradition, any foreigner who throws a coin into which fountain will certainly return to Rome?

ANSWER:  Trevi Fountain

8A.
Who is the creator of the computer game The Sims?

ANSWER: Will WRIGHT
8B.
What term is used to describe an untested statement about nature that is made before experimentation that will prove it?

ANSWER: HYPOTHESIS
9A.
The calcite, aragonite, and dolomite groups make up the first (or anhydrous) subclass of minerals containing what polyatomic ion with formula CO3 as the major component?

ANSWER:  carbonate
9B.
The Gulf of Bothnia is an arm of what larger sea that borders Finland, Sweden, Russia, Germany and Poland?

ANSWER: BALTIC Sea

10A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the decimal representation of the hexadecimal number CA?

ANSWER: 202
10B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. The simple annual interest rate in a bank account is 5%.  $8000 is put in this bank account.  For 10 points, how many years must the account accumulate interest before it contains $15600? 

ANSWER: 19
Third period: 15 tossups
1.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Two answers are required. For 10 points, what are the two possible dimensions of the product of a 4 element horizontal vector and a 4 element vertical vector?

ANSWER: 1 BY 1 AND 4 BY 4
2.
Members of this movement believed that the buffalo would soon return and that the white man would disappear.  First noticed among the Paiute in Nevada in 1870, and then led in 1889 by Wovoka, for ten points, what Native American religious phenomenon involved rituals where believers went into trances, imagining themselves reunited with deceased relatives?

ANSWER:  Ghost Dance
3.
For 10 points, what was the puppet French government set up after the fall of France in 1940, named for the new capital of France?

ANSWER: VICHY France

4.
For 10 points, what is the name of a substance that is used to keep the pH of a system, such as the blood or a swimming pool, steady?

ANSWER: BUFFER
5.
Mack and the boys organize two parties for Doc, a biological supply house owner who has helped Mack. For 10 points, this is the central theme of what novel set in Monterey, California, written by John Steinbeck?

ANSWER: CANNERY ROW
6.
Princesses Rhyme and Reason are imprisoned in the Castle in the Air, and Milo must rescue them. He convinces the Mathemagician to help in the rescue of the two Princesses, meeting creatures such as Chroma, the Dodecahedron and the Demon of Insincerity. For 10 points, this is a description of what book by Norton Juster?  

ANSWER: The PHANTOM TOLLBOOTH
7.
Mary Hays McCauly was the wife of an artilleryman in the Continental Army. During the battle that gained her fame, she brought water to the artillerymen, took the wounded from the battle and eventually manned her husband’s artillery piece. For 10 points, who was this woman whose heroism marked the battle of Monmouth?

ANSWER: MOLLY PITCHER
8.
In this book, Elimelech and his two sons, Mahlon and Chilion, die in Moab.  Elimelech’s wife Naomi survives, but when Naomi returns to Bethlehem, one of her daughters-in-law named Orpah deserts her, though the other one remains loyal.  For ten points, what is this Old Testament book, named after the second daughter-in-law who marries Boaz and starts a lineage to David?

ANSWER:  Book of Ruth
9.
Lead turns from silver to gray, while copper turns green. Oddly enough, this color change helps protect against corrosion. For 10 points, what is the name of this “surface” created on some metals as they are exposed?

ANSWER: PATINA
10.
The heart of this mechanism is a gas-filled tube with a high-voltage wire running through it. If a particle is sufficiently energized to enter the tube, it causes electrons to detach from the gas and get attracted to the wire, creating a “clicking” sound that gets louder as more particles enter the tube. For 10 points, this is a description of what device for detecting radioactivity?

ANSWER: GEIGER COUNTERs

11.
For 10 points, what company has gotten a patent for instant messaging, providing it an important leg up in its struggle against rivals Yahoo and MSN?

ANSWER: AOL or AMERICA ONLINE
12.
His speeches before the League of Nations in 1936 went largely ignored, despite sympathy for his position. For 10 points, who was this man, Emperor of Ethiopia between 1931 and 1974?

ANSWER: HAILE SELASSIE
13.
A spider-lily plant in Peru is often mistakenly referred to as one, as is a jonquil.  For ten points, what type of narcissus contains trumpet-shaped, yellow flowers, and is a plant honored in a William Wordsworth poem?

ANSWER:  daffodil 

14.
Neighborhood boys make fun of this man, calling him “Poledino,” which referred to the yellow corn color of his hair.  Mister Cherry, however, gives him a piece of wood, and his story begins.  For ten points, what old man turned the block of wood into the marionette (and later boy) Pinocchio? 


ANSWER:  Geppetto (juh-PEH-toe)

15.   
A horse's gait that is slower than a gallop but faster than a trot is given, for 10 points, what name?

ANSWER: CANTER
SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

1.
No law compels employers to provide this after layoffs, however union contracts or other contractual promises may compel the employer to provide this. For 10 points, what is the term for the payment, usually 1 to 2 months’ of salary, made to workers who are laid off?

ANSWER: SEVERANCE pay

2.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A parabola with quadratic coefficient equal to -½ passes through the points (4,1) and (0,1).  For 10 points, what point is the vertex of the parabola?

ANSWER: (2,3)
3.
The four attributes of a noun are : gender, number, person, and ​​​_ _ _ _?  

ANSWER: CASE

4.
This state’s mining roots have never made it a hotbed for the environmentalist movement. However rapid growth, the US’s fastest, in fact, have created an anti-sprawl movement. For 10 points, what is this state where only 8 percent of residents live outside the two largest areas, Las Vegas and Reno?

ANSWER: NEVADA
5.

Quinine and streptomycin are drugs that can induce this condition, related to the vestibular organs of the ear and the eighth cranial nerve.  For ten points, what disorder involving dizziness and the loss of neural equilibrium was the subject of a 1958 Alfred Hitchcock film starring Jimmy Stewart?

ANSWER:  vertigo
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