Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2002-03 season

District Competition, Match #42

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine, Matt Weiner, Christopher Moretti and Phil Castagna are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.
A reference to stannous or stannic in a chemical name means, for 10 points, that the chemical contains what metal?

ANSWER: TIN
2.
Born Naftali Reyes, he took his surname from that of a nineteenth century Czech poet, and at age 23 was appointed as a consul to Burma by the Chilean government.  For ten points, what poet wrote the works “Residence on Earth” and “Twenty Love Poems and a Song of Despair?”

ANSWER:  Pablo Neruda
3.
Monica Bersa, an Indian woman, was cured of her cancer after praying to this recently-deceased woman. This counts as one of the two miracles necessary for the sainthood of, for 10 points, what woman who died in 1997 and who founded the Calcutta-based Missionaries of Charities, famous for its work among the world’s poorest in India?

ANSWER: MOTHER TERESA
4.
By the age of 29, he had become the owner of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, and five years later had bought the New York World. For 10 points, who is this man influential in the founding of the Columbia School of Journalism, which awards prizes for excellence in journalism that bear his name?

ANSWER: Joseph PULITZER
5.
Boiling point elevation and freezing point depression are examples of, for 10 points, what type of properties of a solution that depend only on the amount of solute, not the properties of the solute itself?

ANSWER: COLLIGATIVE properties

6.
A cross product yields another vector; for 10 points, what sort of product will yield a scalar?

ANSWER: DOT product

7.
He is shot at 19 by a woman named Harriet Bird. Fifteen years later, he shows up again, playing for the New York Knights baseball team. There, he falls in love with his manager’s niece, Memo Paris, spurns the love of good woman, Iris Lemon, and strikes out in the game’s crucial last at-bat. For 10 points, this is a description of what main character of The Natural? 

ANSWER: Roy HOBBS
8.
This prince of Novgorod was able to bribe the Mongols, while he focused his attention on the Swedish and Germans to Russia’s north and west. For 10 points, who was this Russian ruler that won the battles of the Ice of Lake Chudskoe (CHUT-skaw-ay) against the Germans and the River Neva against the Swedish?

ANSWER: ALEXANDER NEVSKY (accept either)

9.
Most country artists will record albums with studio musicians. This man likes his band so much, however, that he not only recorded his latest album with his tour band, he also named the album after his tour band. His album includes songs such as a remake of Elton John’s “Tiny Dancer”, “That’s Why God Made Mexico” and “She’s My Kind of Rain.” For 10 points, who is this man whose latest album is titled (BLANK) and the Dancehall Doctors?

ANSWER: Tim McGRAW
10.
The earliest known version of it was developed in the 3rd Century B.C. by Indian mathematician Halayudha. The Chinese used it for coefficient expansion circa 1100 A.D.  For 10 points, what device for determining binomial powers is named after a 17th Century French mathematician and computer scientist?

ANSWER: Pascal’s Triangle

11.
After the Harkonnens kill his father, Duke Leto, he goes out into the desert, where he inspires the natives, the Fremen, changing his name to Muad’dib. As leader of the Fremen, he is able to avenge his father’s death, causing himself to become the Emperor of the Known Universe. For 10 points, who is this character in Dune?

ANSWER: PAUL ATREIDES (ah-TRAY-deez)

12.
For 10 points, what name is given to water in which the hydrogen atoms are all deuterium or tritium, and as such is valuable in atomic research and experimentation?

ANSWER: HEAVY water

13.
Between 1934 and 1979, a father and two of his sons ruled in Nicaragua, establishing a pro-American dictatorship. For 10 points, what was the last name of this dictatorial family that was eventually overthrown by the Sandanistas?

ANSWER: SOMOZA
14.
The first One was built on Mount Moriah, but was destroyed in 586 BCE by Nebuchadnezzar II, while the second and more modest one was built about sixty years later, and mostly destroyed by Romans in 70 CE.  For ten points, today Jews worship at the remaining Western Wall of what building in Jerusalem?

ANSWER:  Temple of Jerusalem

15.
The main character, a doctor, marries Leora Tozer and Joyce Lanyon, eventually abandoning the latter. He struggles to pursue “pure” research away from the pressures of department heads and corporate executives. For 10 points, this is the central theme of what novel by Sinclair Lewis?

ANSWER: ARROWSMITH
Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.
What Swedish physicist compiled a chart of the Sun’s spectral lines in 1867, expressing the wavelengths in tiny units now named after him and equal to one-tenth of a nanometer?

ANSWER:  Anders Angstrom
1B.
The movie is named for a secret government project that drags Kaneda, a gang leader, and his sidekick Tetsuo, into its web. Neo-Tokyo is placed in danger during what 1988 anime classic?

ANSWER: AKIRA
2A.
In which religion do believers worship deities called kami, such as Inari and Amaterasu, mainly in Japan?

ANSWER:  Shintoism

2B.
In the poem “Do not go gentle into that good night,” what four-letter command does author Dylan Thomas give in order to fight “against the dying of the light?” 

ANSWER:  Rage
3A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. E is a series.  The first term of E is 32, and each term is half of the previous.  What is the sum of the first 6 terms? 

ANSWER: 63 

3B.
It is encased in three membranes called meninges:  the arachnoid, the dura mater, and the pia mater.  In humans, what part of the body controls reflex activity, connecting with the brain stem and extending to the waist?

ANSWER:  spinal cord
4A.
What term describes a social or family system organized around male dominance?

ANSWER: PATRIARCHY
4B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the remainder of x-squared plus 3x minus 12 (x2 + 3x – 12) divided by x minus 2 (x-2)?

ANSWER: -2

5A.
Lower-case and upper-case “q” are separate letters, and the apostrophe is also a letter. The consonant blend “tlh” is also a letter in what language developed by Dr. Mark Okrand for use in Star Trek movies?

ANSWER: KLINGON
5B.
Within two years, in what year was Canada granted Dominion status by the United Kingdom?

ANSWER: 1867 (so accept any year between 1865 and 1869)

6A.
For ten points, what type of doctor specializes in providing care to women during pregnancy, labor, and in the first few weeks after childbirth?

ANSWER:  obstetrician
6B.
Which final Verdi opera is based on Shakespeare’s play “The Merry Wives of Windsor,” and revolves around a fat, old soldier who sends letters to Mistress Ford and Mistress Page?

ANSWER:  “Falstaff”
7A.
What is the name given to the Greek food that is a mixture of rice and other ingredients wrapped in a grape leaf?

ANSWER: DOLMA or DOLMADES (prompt on stuffed grape leaves)

7B.   
This ten-letter word gets its origin from the Latin name of a race of mythical prehistoric cavedwellers. What is this word which today describes someone who is either reclusive or out of date and brutish?

ANSWER: TROGLODYTE
8A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Angle X is 33 degrees less than twice its supplement.  What is the supplement of X?

ANSWER: 71 DEGREES
8B.
A carnivorous type was discovered in 1994; it traps small crustaceans in its thin filaments.  Algae were also found to live within what simple animal of phylum Porifera?

ANSWER:  sponge
9A.
After being captured by the Spanish, he had a room filled with gold and silver to secure his release. However, Pizarro reneged on his promise and killed him instead. Who was this man, the last ruler of an independent Inca empire?

ANSWER: ATALHUAPA
9B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Base 36 consists of the digits 0 through 9 and the letters A through Z.  For 10 points, what is the Base 36 representation of the number 1296?

ANSWER: 100 

10A.
The Lusiads by Luis Camoes (ka-MOHS) is the national epic of what nation that was home to explorers Vasco da Gama and Pedro Cabral, who claimed Brazil for that nation?

ANSWER:  Portugal
10B.
What is the largest city in Scotland?

ANSWER: GLASGOW
Third period: 15 tossups
1.
Recipients of land under this act were required to build a house on the land, dig a well and farm at least 10 acres. For 10 points, what was this law that went into effect on January 1, 1863, allowing any citizen to obtain 160 acres of land for free from the federal government?

ANSWER: HOMESTEAD ACT
2.
Also known as the maidenhair tree, it originated in southeastern China.  Males bear cones, while females have pairs of ovules at the ends of each stalk.  For ten points, what medium-sized deciduous gymnosperm with its own family is often used in biloba form supposedly to enhance memory powers?

ANSWER:  ginkgo
3.
He himself did not convert to Christianity until right before his death, despite being responsible for converting more people to Christianity than nearly any other man in history. For 10 points, what Roman Emperor’s Edict of Milan made Christianity the official religion of the Roman Empire?

ANSWER: CONSTANTINE the Great

4.
For 10 points, which pronoun in the following sentence is in the first person plural? You should have seen what we did to him after they left.” 

ANSWER: WE

5.
Eck Robertson and the Carter family were two of the pioneering artists of, for ten points, which musical genre that later saw stars such as George Jones, Hank Williams, and Johnny Cash?



ANSWER:  country music

6.
Two answers required. The five Platonic solids are regular polyhedra.  Three of the solids are the 4-sided tetrahedron, 6-sided hexahedron, and 8-sided octahedron.  For 10 points, what are the other two, 12-sided and 20-sided polyhedra?

ANSWER: Dodecahedron and Icosahedron
7.
It consists of four numbers between 0 and 255, separated by periods. For yahoo.com, it is 66.218.71.198. For 10 points, what is this computer property used to locate and identify a computer on the Internet?

ANSWER: IP ADDRESS or INTERNET ADDRESS
8.
For ten points, what Roman orator wrote on old age, friendship, and the nature of the gods in 44 BCE, but probably should not have written the 14 Philippics speeches against Mark Antony, for they cost him his life?

ANSWER:  Marcus Tullius Cicero
9.
On October 20, 1973, Special Prosecutor Archibald Cox refused to accept the Stennis Compromise. Nixon then ordered Attorney General Elliot Richardson to fire Cox, but Richardson refused and resigns. The Assistant Attorney General was promoted to attorney general and then fires Cox. For 10 points, what name was given to this chain of events that began to turn public opinion against Nixon?

ANSWER: SATURDAY NIGHT MASSACRE
10. 
Also called Kore, or the Maiden, she gave Psyche a box filled with Stygian sleep in order to give to Aphrodite, though Psyche opened it first.  For ten points, what goddess became the part-time ruler of the Underworld when Hades abducted her, and she ate several pomegranate seeds while down there?


ANSWER:  Persephone (or Proserpine)


11.
An angry donor demanded the return of a $3 million gift given in 1993 to fund a library at this university, which had lost the money due to poor accounting. For 10 points, what is this Northeastern university, whose sports teams are known as the Terriers and which ended its football team two years ago?

ANSWER: BOSTON UNIVERSITY

12.
The Illinois Institute of Technology, the German Pavilion in Barcelona, and the Seagram Building were all designed by, for ten points, what German architect with a four-word last name?

ANSWER:  Ludwig Mies van der Rohe
13.
For ten points, what term denotes any land mass smaller than the size of the smallest continent that is completely surrounded by water, such as Borneo or Greenland?

ANSWER:  island
14.   
Baseball diamonds were usually set with the batter facing east to avoid the afternoon sun. A pitcher who was left-handed therefore had his pitching arm facing in a

certain direction. For 10 points, what word was coined to describe a left-handed person, especially a baseball player?

ANSWER: SOUTHPAW
15.
A seller advertises an inexpensive product, but the product is conveniently “out of stock”. However, the seller does offer buyers a more expensive comparable product. For 10 points, what is the term used to describe this illegal sales tactic?

ANSWER: BAIT-AND-SWITCH
SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

1.
For 10 points, what is the river that flows through the city of Paris?

ANSWER: SEINE River

2.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A bargain box contains two flavors of candy.  The ratio of strawberry to grape is initially 5 to 9, when the package contains 98 packages.  If 1 strawberry package is eaten for every 2 grape packages, how many grape packages must be eaten before there is more strawberry candy than grape?

ANSWER: 58
3.
The thermistor, salinometer, hydrophone, and aqualung are  all instruments used to study, for ten points, what largest bodies of water on the Earth?

ANSWER:  oceans (accept oceanography)     
4.
Lady Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon passed away on March 30 of last year at the age of 101. For 10 points, Lady Bowes-Lyon was better known by what name, given her due to her relationship to the Queen of England?

ANSWER: the QUEEN MOTHER or QUEEN MUM
5.
This republic was set up by a fundamentalist coup that overthrew the United States. In it, fertile women are very scarce, and called “handmaids”, and are more or less sexual slaves of their men. For 10 points, what is this republic that is the centerpiece of the novel “A Handmaid’s Tale”?

ANSWER: Republic of GILEAD
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