Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2002-03 season

Regional Competition, Match #6

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the Regional level. Shawn Pickrell and Adam Fine are the authors of these questions.

Regions must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the Region competition or the schools that are members of the given Region before all Region champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all Region champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.
Works not featuring his signature character include the autobiographical On the Plantation, the class analysis Mingo and the Reconstruction novel Gabriel Tolliver. He has recently come under fire for taking a soft attitude towards slavery in Free Joe and his folklore collections, although Daddy Jake the Runaway paints a harsh picture of antebellum race relations. For ten points, name this Georgia author of the “Uncle Remus” tales.

ANSWER: Joel Chandler Harris (replace with uncle remus)
2.
After Giacomo (JAHK-oh-moh) Matteotti was assassinated in June 1924, for ten points, what leader of the Fascist Party enforced dictatorial rule over Italy for almost two decades?

ANSWER:  Benito Mussolini
3.
After losses to Kansas State and Washington State, they won their last seven regular-season games and earned a spot against Iowa in the Orange Bowl. For ten points, name this school whose football team was led by quarterback Carson Palmer.

ANSWER: University of Southern California [accept Southern California]

4.
The Abu Sayyaf movement has been allegedly receiving aid from al-Qa’eda in recent years. Abu Sayyaf has been terrorizing residents of, for 10 points, what Asian nation? 

ANSWER: the PHILIPPINES 

5.
Dentures, glass eyes, hearing aids, artificial limbs, and Michael Jackson’s nose are all examples of, for ten points, what cosmetic or functional artificial devices meant to replace a missing body part?

ANSWER:  prostheses (or prosthetics)

6.
It is supposed to represent the artist’s view from outside his window at the insane asylum of Saint-Remy, and it was painted thirteen months before his death.  With the exception of a bush in the foreground, blue and yellow spherical and swirling patterns dominate, for ten points, what 1889 nocturnal painting by Vincent Van Gogh?

ANSWER:  The Starry Night
7.
Its rutting season lasts from August to early November, and it is the only species in its genus where the females exhibit antlers.  For ten points, what Eurasian cousin of the caribou is often found in the tundra, perhaps near the North Pole around Christmas time?

ANSWER:  reindeer (accept “caribou” until mentioned)

8.
A city of 180,000 on the Chattahoochee River in Georgia near Fort Benning. A city of 650,000 on the Scioto (SHEE-oh-toh) River in Ohio, the site of Ohio State University and the capital of that state. For 10 points, what is the common name?

ANSWER: COLUMBUS
9.
Although they are stable in a vacuum, they readily react with electrons, annihilating themselves and the electron to produce gamma radiation. For 10 points, what are these particles, the antimatter correspondents to electrons?

ANSWER: POSITRONs

10.
In this story, an Alabama planter who inadvertently revealed his intent to burn part of the Union army’s infrastructure falls into the river and survives a hunting party in order to return home. Just as he steps forward to embrace his wife, Peyton Farquhar feels a blow on the back of his neck, and the reader learns that the hanging did not fail and in fact is about to occur. For ten points, name this story by Ambrose Bierce.

ANSWER: “An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge”

11.
They began as 1960s Beatles imitators with such songs as “To Love Somebody” and “Massachussets.” They re-invented themselves with Main Course, featuring their now-trademark screeching falsetto on “Jive Talkin” and “You Should Be Dancing.” For ten points, name this group of brothers which found its greatest success with “Night Fever” and “Stayin Alive” off of the Saturday Night Fever soundtrack.

ANSWER: The Bee Gees

12.
It is used in the pharmaceuticals industry as a tablet filler, and in bakery products to prevent sogginess.  Human milk contains 6-7% of, for ten points, what disaccharide made by combining glucose with galactose?

ANSWER:  lactose
13.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. The center of a regular polygon is equidistant from each ‘x’ in the polygon.  For 10 points, what structure of the polygon is represented by ‘x’ in the given rule?

ANSWER: vertex
14.
This river flows generally eastward for 3000 miles from the Kunlun Mountains to the Bohai. Its most notable feature, however, is a several-hundred-mile long U-shaped bend around the Ordos desert. For 10 points, what is this Chinese river that is very “colorful”?

ANSWER: HUANG-HE or HUANG-HO or YELLOW River

15.
For 10 points, what word was coined by Lewis Carroll as a combination of chuckle and snort?

ANSWER: CHORTLE
Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.
Which British dynasty began with the ascension of a German elector, George I, to the throne in 1714, and continued until the death of Queen Victoria in 1901?

ANSWER:  Hanoverian Dynasty

1B.
What is the German verb meaning “to be”?

ANSWER: SEIN (sign)

2A.
Which seventeenth century French poet and critic is best known for his fairy tale compilation, Tales from Mother Goose?

ANSWER:  Charles Perrault
2B.
Ed Case leads a field of 44 candidates in the special election to replace deceased Representative Patsy Mink in what state?

ANSWER: HAWAII
3A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the sum of the hexadecimal numbers 8C and 6D, expressed in base 10?

ANSWER: 249
3B.
The donkey and elephant, two familiar symbols of American politics, were first used by what political cartoonist that helped break the Tweed Ring?

ANSWER: Thomas NAST
4A.
What name is given to a computer whose purpose is to forward data packets between two or more networks, usually two different LANs or a LAN and its Internet Service Provider?

ANSWER: ROUTER
4B.
Also known as the Embden-Meyerhof pathway, it does not require oxygen, and can produce two molecules of ATP.  Anaerobic bacteria can use what metabolic process to convert a sugar into pyruvic and then lactic acid?

ANSWER:  glycolysis
5A.
The Enuma Elish is the creation epic of what ancient civilized people who worshipped Enlil, Ishtar, and Marduk as gods?

ANSWER:  Babylonians (accept Mesopotamians)

5B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the measure of the angle between the lines 3x minus y equals negative 4 (3x – y = -4) and x plus 3y equals 6 (x + 3y = 6)?

ANSWER: 90 DEGREES
6A.
What was the term Eisenhower used to describe the alliance of private industry and the military?

ANSWER: MILITARY-INDUSTRIAL Complex

6B.
While secretary of the Bank of England, what man wrote the children’s story The Wind in the Willows for his son Alastair?

ANSWER:  Kenneth Grahame
7A.
What type of pronoun that is not reflexive is myself in the following sentence? I myself do not do these things.

ANSWER: INTENSIVE
7B.
Michael Robertson, the head of this company, has identified himself as the anonymous donor that has offered $200,000 to anyone who can hack Microsoft’s X-Box. What is Robertson’s company that is creating a Linux-based alternative to Windows?

ANSWER: LINDOWS.com

8A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the equation of the line that contains the points (-5, 2) and (1,5)?

ANSWER: y = ½ x + 9/2
8B.
He drafted the Suffolk Reserves in 1774, advocating forcible resistance to the British. He was killed at the Battle of Bunker Hill in 1775. Who is this man best-known for dispatching Paul Revere and William Dawes on their famous “midnight ride”?

ANSWER: Joseph WARREN
9A.
This quantity is conserved if the net external torque on an object is zero. What is this quantity that is the measure of the rotation of an object?

ANSWER: ANGULAR MOMENTUM (do not accept momentum)

9B.
What is the charge of the phosphate ion?

ANSWER: NEGATIVE THREE
10A.
Beethoven (BAY-toe-ven), Schubert, Bruckner, and Mahler all passed away after composing what number of symphonies?

ANSWER:  nine
10B.
What property of equality is demonstrated by the equation 4=4?

ANSWER: REFLEXIVE
Third period: 15 tossups
1.
After his 1977 death, his coffin and remains were stolen for ransom. He received an Oscar for writing the score to Limelight, in which he also starred. His other hits of the sound era include Modern Times and The Great Dictator, but he made his name in silent comedies such as The Kid and The Gold Rush. For ten points, name this British-born star of The Immigrant and The Little Tramp.

ANSWER: Charles Spencer “Charlie” Chaplin
2.
As a medical theorist, he wrote “The Contagiousness of Puerperal Fever.” As a theologian, he attacked Calvinist dogma in “The Deacon’s Masterpiece” and Elsie Venner. He achieved fame in his own time when he both named the Atlantic Monthly and contributed a series of essays, The Autocrat of the Breakfast Table. For ten points, name this author who penned the poems “The Chambered Nautilus” and “Old Ironsides” and fathered the “great dissenter” of Supreme Court justices.

ANSWER: Oliver Wendell Holmes, Sr.

3.
Colonel J.W. Fannin tried to take 300 men out of this Texas town but was captured by the advancing Mexican army. After being held prisoner for a week, Fannin’s men were shot by the Mexicans. For 10 points, what was this battle that was also “remembered” at the battle of San Jacinto along with the Alamo?

ANSWER: GOLIAD
4.
For 10 points, what term is given to a frightening dream that occurs in REM sleep?

ANSWER: NIGHTMARE
5.
It is made by heating organic matter in the absence of air, and then processing it further to increase its pore space and thus surface area. For 10 points, what is this form of carbon made of tiny graphite crystals that absorbs many gasses and is thus used in gas mask filters?

ANSWER: Activated CHARCOAL 

6.
Originally they were simple spouts that jutted outward from a building’s rain gutter, allowing water to fall away from the building to prevent seepage.  By Gothic times, however, these spouts turned into, for ten points, what grotesque ornamental figures, often dragons or other monsters, that supposedly scared away evil spirits?

ANSWER:  gargoyles
7.
This word gets its origin from a Latin word meaning “to cook beforehand”. It describes something that is more developed than is natural, as in a highly intelligent child. For 10 points, what is this word that also describes something that matures early?


ANSWER: PRECOCIOUS
8.
Libel and slander both fall within this class of tort in which the injured party can obtain damages if he or she can prove that the statement damaged their business or reputation. For 10 points, what is this class of tort, defined as a false statement that injures someone’s reputation?

ANSWER: DEFAMATION
9.
In a dedication of the first installment to Sir Walter Raleigh, the author proposed that this work, when complete, would be an allegory of 24 total books:  12 on political virtues, and 12 on moral ones.  Yet only six books were finished of, for ten points, what Edmund Spenser epic poem, with sections devoted to Holiness, Temperance, Chastity, Friendship, Justice, and Courtesy?

ANSWER:  “The Faerie Queene”
10.
It composition can vary greatly, from rhyolite rich in silica, to magnesium-rich basalt.  The more fluid, high temperature type is called pahoehoe (pa-HO-ee-ho-ee), while the more viscous, fluid kind is called aa (AH-ah).  For ten points, what is the general term for molten rock found on the Earth’s surface, usually ejected by volcanoes?

ANSWER:  lava
11.
Its over 14,000 lines are composed entirely in terza rima, and it is divided into 100 cantos.  In it, the poet gets lost in the Wood of Error on Good Friday, 1300, where the spirit of Vergil first meets him.  For ten points, what epic, divided into the “Inferno,” “Purgatorio,” and “Paradiso,” was written by Dante Alighieri?

ANSWER:  The Divine Comedy
12.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. In the recent census, 30 million US residents spoke primarily a language other than English.  850,000 residents spoke Tagalog, which was half as many as spoke French.  If 10 times more people spoke Spanish than spoke French, for 10 points, rounding up to the nearest percent, what percentage of the primarily foreign language speaking population spoke Spanish?

ANSWER: 57
13.
At Edgecote, the Earl of Warwick’s forces defeated Edward, but Warwick himself was defeated at Tewkesbury in 1471.  Earlier, Margaret of Anjou’s army routed Richard at Wakefield, maintaining her husband Henry VI’s throne.  These were events from, for ten points, what civil war between the Lancastrians and the Yorkists, ended when Richard III was killed by Henry VI at Bosworth Field?

ANSWER:  War(s) of the Roses   

14.
Hebrew for “separation” or “distinction,” for ten points, what ceremony includes three blessings, the last over a braided candle, and is conducted at the end of the Sabbath?

ANSWER:  havdalah
15.
For ten points, which Polish-born scientist discovered the elements radium and polonium along with her French husband Pierre?

ANSWER:  Marie Curie
SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

1.
 “Hring,” “yam,” and “om” are three examples of, for ten points, what short mystic syllable or phrase used by some Hindus and Buddhists in meditation?

ANSWER:  mantra
2.
As it opens, the assistant Henry Smithers informs the title character of a rebellion on the unspecified West Indies isle where this play takes place. A plan to escape to Martinique with stolen money is thwarted when chief Lem and a witch doctor condemn the former Pullman porter named Brutus. For ten points, name this Eugene O’Neill play in which increasingly frantic drumbeats lead to the title character’s suicide with a silver bullet. 

ANSWER: “The Emperor Jones”

3.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. $3200 is to be split among a 10% growth fund, a 7% income fund, and a 5% money market fund, where the given percentages are annual return rates.  Twice as much is to be put into the growth fund as the money market fund.  For 10 points, how much should be put in the growth fund in order to get a $250 return after one year?

ANSWER: $1300
4.
Its name comes from a similar West Indian word, and it usually contains grasses and shrubs with a few deciduous and small evergreen trees interspersed.  For ten points, what biome is often found in the trade-wind belts, falling between grasslands and tropical rainforests?

ANSWER:  savanna
5.
They used supernatural power, or mana, to divide people by caste.  Captain Cook found that they were divided into fifty separate tribes, while by the Treaty of Waitangi, they gave most of their power to the British, causing conflict in the 1860s.  For ten points, who are these native people of New Zealand?

ANSWER:  Maori
All questions © 2002 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


